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JAMES THE SECOND. 

THE differences between the partizans of A. 0.1451; 
the feudal and civil power (that is, be- 
tween the royalifts and Douglaffes party) 
imi continued in Scotland. The chancellor, 
Crichton, was now old, but unimpaired in all 
his faculties. He declared himfelf, without any 
referve, an enemy to Douglas, as long as he 
continued to ad againft law ; and he ihewed 
himfelf, on all occaiions, ready to oppofe that 
overgrown nobleman in the field as well as the 
council. As Crichton's eftate and following 
was not comparable to that of Douglas, he muft 
have depended on the king's fupport, which 
proved fo powerful, as for fome time to over- 
awe Douglas. In 1452, certain ambaiTadors 
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4 THEHISTORY 

p * ^cii^of ^^™ Scodand relided in England, probably 
the earl of conciliate fome differences between that cot 
and France ; and in January this year, the ea 
of Douglas with his friends, obtained a paffpc 
from James to undertake a pilgrimage to Ca: 
terbury ; but it is remarkable, that in the fam 
paffport the bifliops of Glafgow, Murray, an« 
Dumblain, are included. This renders it pro 
bable, tl|a|: James had a fuipicion of the earl'; 
pretended pilgrimage ; and as it was capital for ; 
Scotfman, at that time, to pafs the borders with* 
out permiffion, James had inferted Crichton's 
name in the fafe-condud, that he might be a fpy 
upon the conduct of Douglas and his friends : 
and in fa£t the event proved that to have been 
his intention ; for, upon the carFs return to 
Scotland, James fummoned him to attend his 
court. He knew that this fummons had been 
obtained by Crichton's fuggeftion ; and not 
only refufed to obey, but, if we are to believe 
the hiftorians of the time, Douglas formed an 
infamous defign to affaffinate Crichton. He 
was impelled to this by one of thofe fycophants, 
who always attend a great man, difcovering to 
him what had paffed at the council-board, 
where Crichton did not fcruple to blame the 
lenity that James had fhewn to Douglas, and 
to foretel the melancholy effefts which the am- 
bition of the latter might produce, if not time- 
ly checked by a vigorous exertion of the laws 
and government. The earl, underftanding that 

Crichton, 
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OF SCOTLAND. 

GrichtoD, by a certain day, intended to rep 
to Edinburgh with a flendcr equipage, ordei 
fome of his attendants, whom Lindfay v< 
properly calls butchers, to way-lay and difpat 
him. The brave old man was attended by 
Ion, who firfl: difcovered the danger ; and 
killing one of the villains, and wounding ai 
ther, who was moil forward to attack him, 
delivered himfelf, and efcaped to his caftk 
Crichton. 

Other aftions, of which the earl of Douj 

was at this time accufed, have marked his i 

mory with indelible infamy. One John Herr 

a noble and a loyal baron, had been frequei 

oppreffed by Douglas and his tenants of D 

glafdale. Henries had often complained to t 

earl for redrefsj but meeting with none, 

had attempted to make reprifals on the D 

glas eftate in Annandale. He was fo unfoi 

nate as to be defeated, taken prifoner, and 

into irons. The king hearing of the affair, 

dered that it Ihould be referred to the coi 

of law ^ but Douglas, in the mean time, han 

his unhappy prifoner as a common thief. 

flagrant a breach of public juftice exafpen 

the king to the higheft degree; tut, by 

time, Douglas had renewed his confedei 

with the earls of Crawford, Murray, and B 

the avowed patrons of the feudal governm 

and appeared, on all public occafions, wil 

train of followers that bade defiance to 
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A.D. 14^, royal power. This infolence was detefled by 
the wifer part of the nation ; and one Maclcllan, 
who is called the Tutor of Bomby, and was 
nephew to Sir Patric Gray, captain of the 
king's guard, refufed to give any attendance 
upon the earl, or to concur in his meafures ; 
but remained at home as a quiet fubject This 
inoffenfive behaviour was by the earl confi- 
dered as treafon againft himfelf ; and violently 
feizing upon Maclellan's houfe and perfon, h© 
fent him clofe prifoner to the caftlc of Douglas. 
As Maclellan was a gentleman of great worth 
and reputation, his uncle, Gray, applied ear- 
neftly to James in his favour; and fuch was 
that prince's regard for Maclellan, that he wrote 
and figned a letter for his releafe, addrefled to 
the earl of Douglas. Upon Gray's delivering 
this letter to Douglas at his caftle, the latter 
feemed to receive it with the higheft refpeft, 
and to treat Gray with the greateft hofpitality, 
by inviting him to dinner ; but, in the mean 
time, he gave private orders that Maclellan's 
head fliould be ftruck oflF, and his body ex- 
pofed upon the green before the caftle, covered 
with a linnen cloth. After dinner, the earl 
told Gray, that he was ready to obey the king's 
commands ; and conducing him to the green^ 
he fhewed him the lifelefs trunk, which he 
faid Gray might difpofe of as he pleafed. Upon 
this. Gray mounted his horfe, and trufied to 
his fwif tnefs for his own fafety ; for he was 

pur- 
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OF SCOTLAND. 

purfued by the earPs attendants to the gatef 
Edinburgh. 

The confederacy againft James's governm 
was now no longer a fecret. The lords Bal 
ny and Hamilton, with fuch a number of ot 
barons and gentlemen, had acceded to it, i 
it was thought to be more powerful than 
the force the king could bring into the fi( 
Even Crichton advifed James to diffemble. 1 
confederates entered into a folemn bond, a 
oath, never to defert one another during li 
and, to make ufe of Drummond's words, ^« Tl 
injuries done to any one of them, ihould 
done to them all, and be a common quarr 
neither ihould they defift, to their beft abiliti 
to revenge them : that they fhould concur inc 
ferently againft whatfoever perfons within 
without the realm, and fpend their lives, Ian 
goods, and fortunes, in defence of their < 
bates and differences whatfoever.'* All w 
did not enter into this affociation were treat 
as enemies to the public ; their lands were i 
ftroyed, their effefts plundered, and they the 
fclves imprifoned or murdered. Drummo 
fays, that'Douglas was then able t;o bring foj 
thoufand men into the field; and that his 
tention was to have placed the crown of Sc 
land upon his own head. How far he mij 
have been influenced by a fcene of the fa: 
nature that was then pailing between the hou 
of York and Lancafter in England, I fhall i 

prete 
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A. D. 1452. pretend to determine; thonagh I cannot be of 
opinion, that his intention was to wear the 
crown himfelf, but to render it defpicable upon 
his fovereign's head. It is evident, from his be- 
haviour, that he did not affed royalty; for 
when James invited him to a conference in the 
caftle of Stirling, he ofFerfed tp comply, pro- 
vided he had a fafe-condu6l. This condition 
plainly implied, that he had ho reliance upon 
the late aft of parliament, which declared the 
proclamation of the king's peace to be a fuffi- 
cient fecurity for life and fortune^ to all his 
fubjefts ; and there is no denying that the fafe- 
conducl was expedited in the form and man- 
ner required. 

This being obtained, the earl began his march 
towards Stirling with his ufual great follow- 
ing ; and arrived there on Shrove-Tuefday. 
He was received by the king as if he had been 
the beft of his friends, as well as the greateft 
of his fubjefts, and. admitted to fup with his 
majefty in the caftle, while his attendants were 
difperfed in the town, little fufpeding the ca- 
taftrophe that followed. The entertainment 
. being over, the king told the earl, with an air 
of franknefs, ** That as he was now of age, he 
was refol ved to be the father of all his people^ 
and to take the government into his own hands; 
that his lordihip, therefore, had no xeafon to 
be under any appreheniions from his old ene« 
mies, Callendar and Crichton ; that there was 

no 
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no occafion to form any confederacies, as the ^ ^' hs». 
law was ready to protect him; and that ho 
was welcome to the principal direftion of af- 
fairs under the crown, and to the firft place in 
the royal confidence ; nay, that all former of- 
fences done by himfelf and his friends fhould 
be pardoned and forgot." 

This fpeech was the very revcrfe of what the jamcs kiiu 
earl of Douglas aimed at. It rendered him, oougus*' 
indeed, the firft fubjcd of the kingdom, but ^wnhind. 
fiill be was controulable by the civil law. In^ 
ihort, upon the king's peremptorily putting, 
the queiUott to him, he not only refufed ta 
SScivc the confederacy, but upbraided the 
king for his government. This produced a 
paflionate rejoinder on the part of James ; but 
the earl rcprefented that he was under a fafe * , 
condud, and that the nature of his confederacy 
was fuch that it could not be broken, but by 
the common confent of all parties concerned. 
The king infifted upon his fetting the example, 
and the earl continuing more and more obfti- 
nate, James ftabbed him with his dagger; and 
armed men rufhing into the room, finiflied the 
flaughter. 

Such is the manner, diveffed of a number of Rcfleaion. 
invented, fuperfluous, circumftances, in which 
this tragedy was acled, according to all the 
Scotch hiftorians. Prerogative-writers incline 
to juftify James, becaufc he had no legal way of 
bdnging the earl to juftice ; but I cannot help 

Vol. IV. ' C think- 
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A«D< i45»* thinking, that they have mifreprefented the af 
fair. What paffcd between James and the eari 
was, we are' told, in a private room, remote from 
all company ; fo that we have .the converfation 
between them only upon the word of James ; 
and indeed the whole feems to have been pre- 
meditated. Had the earl, finding himfelf in 
the power of James,, promifed to break the con- 
federacy, and afterwards retraded that pro- 
mife, the moft fevcre cafuift could not have 
condemned his diifimulation ; nor could James 
imagine that, in the circumftances Douglas 
then was, he would refufe to comply with all 
that was required, be it ever fo unjuft or hu- 
miliating. The cataftrophe, therefore, muft 
have been owing to premeditation, aided per- 
haps by intemperance. I give no kind of cre- 
dit to the report of the laft converfation that 
paffed between them. In fact, the rufhing in 
of the armed men gives us no favourable idea 
of the king's original intention ; and we are 
told, that Sir Patric Gray feconded the king's 
blow, by cleaving the earl's fcuU with a battle- 
ax. It is childilh, therefore, for the advocates 
of James to mention the obftinacy of the earl 
as the caufe of his death. Their beft plea is 
an appeal to the hiftory of government in all 
ages, whether a fubje<9: under a monarchy, 
guilty of the crimes the earl of Douglas was 
accufed of, might not have been put to death 
in the manner he was, notwithftanding his 

fafe- 
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fafe-condu^ft ; a difquifition into which I fli 
not now enter, my province being only to : 
prefent faifts. Hume, thehiftoiian of Dougl 
whofe principles, are far from being in favo 
of the prerogiative, thinks, that the death 
Douglas was pre-concfctted, and that too ! 
Crichton's advice; and has left. us a Latin d 
tich upon that fubjeft ^. 

The hiftorians of James have remarked in 1 
favour, that the brothers of Douglas were n 
involved in his fate. We are, however, 
obferve, that his brother and fucceffor, Jam< 
had been bred a clergyman ; that he was look 
upon to be of a pacific difpofition ; and that ] 
difliked fome of his brother's difloyal procee 
iligs. They who thought fo were miftaken. 
pair of fpurs being conveyed from the caftle to tl 
lord Hamilton, gave the party in the town fon 
intimation of the tragedy that had been ade 
Sir James Douglas, for fo he is called, thou^ 
a churchman, being now earl by his brothei 
deaths and acknowledged as fuch, not only I 
his party, but by the king himfelf, aflembk 
his friends, and, after exaggerating the mu 
der that had been committed, propofed to inve 
the caftle. Many circumftances induce me I 

• Me laetho ante diem, Crichtonus rexque dederunt, 
nie necis caufam, praebuic ifle manum. 

InEnglifli. 

Crichton and James fped my untimely lot, 
4 . One i^ve the blow> the othpr laid the plQt« 

C ^ believ 
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A. D. 1452. believe, that the foul of the confederacy wai 
fled when the late earl fell ; for the infurgents 
Gxcu£ed themielves, as being too weak for fuch 
an enterprize, and were contented with trail- 
ing the fafie-€oadu£t at a horfe's tail, and pro* 
cUiming, by trumpets and horns, the king a 
peijured traitor. They proceeded no farther, 
and each departed to his own habitation, after 
agreeing to affemble with fre(h forces about the 
beginning of April. James loft no time in im- 
proving this ihort refpite^ and found the na- 
tion in general much better difpofed in his 
&vour than he had reafon to e::^ped. The in- 
tolerable oppreffions of the great barons made 
his fubjedls efteem the civil, far preferable to 
the feudal, fubjedion, and even the Douglafles 
were divided among themfelves ; for the earl 
of Angus and Sir John Douglas of Dalkeith 
were among the moft forward of the royalifts* 
James, at the fame time, wrote letters to the 
earl of Huntley, and to all the noblemen of hia 
kingdom who were no parties in the confe- 
deracy^ beQdes the ^cclefiaftics, who remained 
firmly attached to his prerogative. Before the 
effed of thofe letters could be known, the in* 
furgents had returned to Stirling (where Jamea. 
ftill wifely kept himfelf upon the defenfive) 
repeated their infolences, and the opprobrious 
treatment of his fafe-conducl ; and at laft they 
plundered the town, and laid it in aihes. Be- 
ing ftill unable to take the caflJe, partly thro*. 

their 
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thek own divisions, and partly through t 
divcrfity of the operations they were oblig 
to fupply, they left Stirling, and deflroy 
the eftatc o£ Sir John Douglas of Dalkeit 
whom they confidered as a double traitor, I 
caufe he was a Douglas and a good fubje 
They thea befi^gcd his caftle, which was 
bravely defended by Patric Cockburn, a g€ 
tleman of thq family of Langton, that th 
raifed the fiegc, and gave the royal party fj 
ther leifure for h^mbUng them. 

AH this tim^ tHe unhappy country was fi 
£ering the moft cfuel devaftations ; for matt 
were now come to fuch extremity, that eve 
m^n mufi be a royalift or a rebel. The ki: 
was obliged to keep on the defenfive; ai 
i '" though he had ventured to leave the caftle 

h Stirling, he was m. no condition to face the ] 

bels in the field. They were in poffeffion of 
the ftrong paffes, by which hia friends were 
march to bis aiSftance; and he even confult 
with his attendants on the means of efcajMog 
France, where he was fure of an hofpitable i 
ception. He was diverted from that refoluti 
by bifhop Kennedy and the earl of Angus, w 
was himfdf a Douglas, and prevailed upon 
wait for the event of the earl of Huntley^s : 
tempts for his f(grvice. That nobleman, who 'vi 
defcended from the Seatons, but by marriage i 
herited the great eftates of the Gordons in t 
North, had raifed an army for James, to wh< 

fam: 
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A.D.]45a, family he and his ancef!ors, by the Gord< 
well as the Seatons, had been always rei 
ably devoted. James was not miftaken : 
high opinion he had of Huntley ; and i 
mean time he iflued circular letters t 
chief ecclefiaftics and bodies-politic of his 
dom, fetting forth the neceffity he \Cras 
to proceed as he had done, and his rea 
to protect all his loyal fubjeds in their 
and privileges againft the power of the 
^ glafics and their rebellious adherents. I 

thofe letters could have any eflFeft, the 
had plundered the defencelefs houfes and c 
of all who were not in their confederac) 
had proceeded with a fury that turned ' 
prejudice of their caufe. 
FatUeof The indignation which the public hac 

gained by ccivcd againft the king, for the violation 
^^^' fafe-conducl, began now to fubfide ; and t 
haviour of his enemies in fome meafure jr 
what had happened, or at leaft made th 
pie fufpecJ:, that James would not have pr 
ed as he did without the ftrongeft provoc 
The forces he had affembled being unable, 
to aft oflfehfively, he refolved to wait f 
earl of Huntley, who, by this time, was 
head of a confiderable army, and had 
his march fouthwai ds. He had been joii 
the Forbefes, Ogilvies, Leflies, Grants, Ir 
and other relations and dependents of : 
I mily ; but having advanced as far as Bj 
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he was oppofed by the carl of Crawford, I 
chief ally of the earl of Douglas, who co 
manded the people of Angus, and all the j 
herents of the rebels in the neighbouring coi 
ties, headed by foreign officers. The t 
armies joining battle on the eighteenth of M: 
viftory w;as for fome time in fufpence ; till c 
Colofs of Bonnymoon, on whom .Crawfc 
had great dependence, but whom he had i 
prudently difobliged, came over to the n 
alifts with the divifion he commanded, whi 
was the beft armed part of Crawford's arii 
confiding of battle-axes, broad-fwords, a 
long fpears. His defection fixed the fortu 
of the day for the earl of Huntley, as it left t 
center flank of Crawford's army entirely expoJ 
to the royalifts. He himfelf loft one of his b 
thers, and fled with another. Sir John Lindf 
to his houfe at Phinhaven, where it is report 
that he broke out, into the following ejacu 
tion : ^* That he would be content to rem: 
feven years in hell^ to have, in fo timely a £ 
fon, done the king his m after that fervice I 
earl of Huntley had performed, and carry t] 
applaufe and thanks he was to receive fr< 
him/' Thofe ex;preffions, if true, fliew tl 
Crawford was jio. rebel in his heart, and that 
only aded in .confequence of thofe .epga] 
ments, which he thought his honour coi 
not jdifpenfe with. 
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A.D.X452. No author informs us of the lofi of men o 
cither fide, though all agree, that it was ver 
coniiderable upon the whole. The earl of Hunt 
ley, particularly, loft two brothers, Willian 
and Henry; and we are told, that to indem- 
nify him for his good fcrvices, as well as foi 
the rewards and prefents he had made in lands 
and privileges to his faithful A)llowers, the king 
beftowed upon him the lands of Badenoch and 
Lochaber. 
Ac unlaw The blttlc of Bfcchin was not immediately 
tbn by decifive in favour of the king, but proved fa 
many ^ca j^ .^^ confequcnccs. The earl of Murray, a 

Douglas likewife, took advantage of Huntley's 
abfence to ravage and harrafs the eftates of all 
the royalifis in the north ; but Huntley return* 
ing from Brechin with his vidorious army^ 
drove hi$ enemy into his own county of Mur* 
ray, and afterwards expelled him even from 
thence. James was now encouraged by the 
advice of his kinfman, Kennedy, bifliop of St. 
Andrew's, to whofe firmneis and prudence he 
was under great obligations, to proceed againft 
his rebels in a legal manner, by holding a par«* 
iiament at Edinburgh, to which the confede* 
rated . lords were fummoned ; and upon their 
non-compearance they were folemnly declared 
traitors* This proceeding feemed to make the 
rebellion rage more fiercely than ever ; and at 
laft, the confederates, in fad» difowiied their 

allc^ 
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allegiance to James. The carls of Douj 

Crawford, Ormond, Murray, the lord Balvt 

Sir James Hamilton, and others figned, \ 

their own hands, public manifefio3, wl 

were pafted on the doors of the princ 

churches, importing, ** That they were 

folved never to obey command or charge, 

anfwer citation for the time coming, bee; 

the king, fo far from being a juft matter, " 

a blood-fucker, a murderer, a tranfgrcffor 

hofpitality, and a' furprizer of the innoce: 

It does not appear, that thofe and the like ai 

cious proceedings did any fervice to the C2 

of the confederates. The earl of Huntley c 

tinned vidorious in the North, where he ; 

his followers, in revenge of the earl of Murn 

having burnt his caftle of Huntley, ravaged 

^ fezied all that nobleman's great eftate north 

the Spey. When he came to the town of P 

res, be burnt one fide of the town, becaufi 

belonged to the earl, and fpared the other, 

caufe it was the property of his own frier 

James thought himfelf, from the behavioui 

;^ the earl of Douglas and his adherents, now \« 

ranted to come to extremities ; and march 

into Anandale, he carried fire and fword throi 

all the eftates of the Douglafles there. 1 

earl of Crawford, on the other hand, hav 

now recruited his ftrength, defliroyed the lai 

of all the people of Angus and elfewhere, \^ 

i had abandoned him at the battle of Brech 

i^ Vol. IV. D thoi 
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A.D. usti though there is reafon to belicye, that he hat 
already fecretly refolved to throw himfelf upor 
the king's mercy. 

Nothing but the moft obftinate pride and in- 
•^eteracy coilld have prevented the earl of Doug- 
las, at this time, from taking the advice of his 
friends, by returning to his duty ; in which cafe^ 
James had given fufficient intimations, that he 
might cxpecl pardon. He coloured his contu- 
macy with the fpecious pretext, that his bro- 
ther's fate, and thofe of his two kinfmen, fuf- 
ficiently inftrufted him never to truft James or 
his minifters ; that he had gone too far to think 
now of receding; and that kings, when once 
oflFended as James had been, never pardoned in 
good earneft. Such is the chief reafoning, with 
others of lefs confequence, which Drummond 
has put into the mouth of Douglas at this time* 
James, after his expedition in to Anandale, found 
the feafon too far advanced to continue his 
operations ; and returning to Edinburgh, he 
marched northwards to Angus, to reduce the 
carl of Crawford, who was the fecond rebel of 
power in the kingdom. That nobleman had 
hitherto deferred throwing himfelf at the king's 
feet, and had refumed his arms, in the manner 
I have related, only in hopes of himfelf and 
his party obtaining better terms from James. 
Perceiving that the earl of Douglas's obftinacy 
had cooled fome other lords of the confederacy, 
and had put an end to all hopes of a treaty, he 

re- 
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rcfolved to make a merit of breaking the con; 
dcracy, by being the firft to fubmit. James ha 
ing arrived in Angus, was continuing his mar 
through the country, when the earl and foi 
of his chief followers fell on their knees befc 
him oh the road, bare-headed and bare-footie 
Thejr dreary looks, their fuppliant pofbir 
and the tears, which ftreamed abundantly fro 
the earl, were expreflive of the moft abjeft co 
trition *, which was followed by a penitent] 
fpeech made by the earl, acknowledging 1 
crimes, and imploring forgivenefs. 

James was then attended by his chief ecu 
fellors, particularly bifhop Kennedy, who, ] 
refolved, fliould have fome fhare in the favoi 
he meant to extend to the earl. He afked the 
advice, which proving to be on the merciful fid 
James promifed to the earl and his foUowe 
reftitution of ail their eftates and honours, ar 
full pardon for all that had paffed. The eai 
as a grateful retribution of this favour, befo 
the king left Angus, joined him with a nob 
troop of his friends and followers, and atten< 
ing him to the North, was extremely aftive : 
fupprefling all the remains of the rebellic 
there f. It is certain, that the fubmiflion < 

* Lindfay of Pitfcottie, who was of the fame name, ^nd pc 
haps of the fame family, with the earl, has put into his moutl: 
very long fpeech on this occafion, in which, among other thin^ 
the antiquity of the Lindfays, and their illuftrious anions, a 
amply recounted. 
t Thje Scotch hiilorians who wrote before the publicatjoq 
*' Kft Rjrmef'e ^oedera, are ^ery defective in the chronology 

* D^ ' tl 
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A, D. 145 J. the earl of Crawford was followed (but we 
not upon what terms) by that of the < 
Douglas ; for though the Scotch hiftorianj 
without any interruption, prolonged the 
tine troubles of Scotland through the tv 
lowing years, yet on the eighteenth of 
1453, king James appointed James e 
Douglas and Anandale, lord of Galloway, 
ard abbot of Dumfermling, and Robert [ 
of Balmure, to go to England in the qua 
ambaffadors. On the twenty-third of M 

A treaty . . ^ 

withEng- lowmg. It was agreed, that the truce flio 

land* 

prolonged to the firft of May 1457, and 2 
' after as the two kings £hould agree on ; b 
der the fame reftriclions and proteftati 
had attended the laft treaty, the earl of \ 
las himfelf entering a proteftatibn for his 
interefi: in the debateable lands. 
Rebellious I hav& already mentioned the late < 
of the earl Pougks haviug, againft.the canons 
church, married his kinfwoman, Maj 
commonly called the Fair Maid of Gall 
and I muft now refume her hiftory. I 
countefs of Douglas and Anandale, mot 
the earl of Douglas and his brother, had 
after the death of the latter in Stirling 
to England, and carried with her her dan 
in-law, the Fair Maid of Galloway, w 
the paffport they obtained from the I 

this period, which I have endeavoured to reftify from 
legion. 



- • O P S C O T L A N D. 

court, is called countefs of Douglas and Ana 
; ^ " dale, and lady of Galloway. There they i 

fided till thi3 year. It is probable, that t] 
earl of Douglas had folUdted his commiffii 
to be fent ambaflador to England, that he mig 
have an opportunity of carrying oflF the F2 
Maid, his fifter-in-law, and her great fortui 
He had for fome time been foUiciting the pop( 
I difpenfation for this match, on pretence th 

f the marriage with his brother never had be< 

confummated; but meeting with a repulfe 
the court of Rome, he refolved to avail himfi 
of the afccndency which his mother, thecou 
tefs Beatrix, had over the Fair Maid her daug 
ter-in-law. Whether any form of marriage b 
tween them was obfcrved does not appear ; ai 
it is moft probable, that the lady infifted, t 
fore Ihe gave her confent, upon his- obtaini: 
' • the difpenfation ; but that James was entirel) 

' ftranger to the intrigue. The earl had mai 

» reafons for keeping the fecret, and for bei 

* his own foUicitor at the court of Rome. I 

pretended a pilgrimage to expiate his ofiena 
^ and intending to go through England, he c 

^ tained paffports for himfelf and the followi: 

' perfons : Archibald Douglas earl of Murra 

Hugh Douglas earl of Ormond, John Doug 
^ lord of Balveny, Mr. John Clerk, rcftor 

^ V Kirkbride, John Shaw, Mark Haliburton, Jo 

Jb'rafer, and John Uthred, chaplains ; Mr. V] 
liam Harris, reftor of Kirkpatric, lord Jan 

Dougl 
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A.D. 1453. Douglas, provoft of Dalkeith, and David Ford j 
as alfo James lord Hamilton, knight, James 
lord of Livingfton, Archibald Dundsfs, Gavin 
Hamilton, provoft of Bothwel, John Hamil- 
ton, Robert Hamilton, David Fleming, Wil- 
liam Baillie, Thomas Forreft, William bilhop of 
Glafgow, and many more in his company. 

I am inclined to think, that this fplendid pil- 
grimage never took place, and that the earl of 
Douglas, lofing all hopes of the difpenfation, 
had obtained the paffports, that he and his 
friends might have an opportunity of ftrength* 
ening their party, by forming connexions at 
the Englifli court. All we know for certain is, 
that the Fair Maid, either by compulfion, or per- 
fuafion of her mother-in-law, refigned herfelf 
to the earl's arms. Whether any ceremony of a 
marriage was as yet performed docs not appear, 
and the faft is immaterial. All the faftion of the 
Douglaffes being then in England, their in- 
trigues were not fo fecretly managed as to be 
unknown to James. He called a parliament at 
Edinburgh, at which the earl of Douglas, his 
mother, and his brothers, were fummoned to 
attend, but without any eflfed; upon whicbf 
they were forfeited, and condemned to death ^. 
It is, as I hinted before, of no confequence, 
whether a form of marriage had or had not 

• Pitfcottic fays that the Fair Maid was fummoned likewife^ 
under the title of the earl of Douglas's brother's wife, and pre- 
tended wife to himielf. 

been 



OF SCOTLAND. 

been celebrated between the earl and the Fa 
I Maid, becaufe it muft have been invalid, ai 

confidered, in the eye of the law, as not exii 
ing. When the parliament was over, the kii 
offered to reftore that earldom to James Grid 
toni who had married the eldeft daughter i 
the earl of Murray ; but he refufed it, on a 
count of the great oppofition he muft expei 
and the unpopularity he muft incur by accep 
ing it. His fon, George Crichton, was, in r 
compence of his father's felf-denial, create 
earl of Caithnefs, as William Hay, then conft; 
ble of Scotland, was earl of Errol ; and Dari 
ley. Hales, Boyd, Lifle, and Lorn, all of thei 
perfons of great diftiftion, were created baroi 
of parliament, which gave them no fuperic 
rank to what they had before, but that the 
might fit there without being elected. 

James having thus ftrengthened his goven 
ment, proceeded to execute the afts of tt 
late parliament. Having raifed an army, h 
marched firft into Galloway, which fubmitte 

• 

to him without oppofition ; but proceeding t 
Douglafdale, he met with fuch refiftance, tlu 
he gave up the country to military executioi 
By this time, the earl of Douglas was at th 
head of a great army, and refolved to fight th 
king, who was preparing to befiege Abercori 
which was the ftrdngeft of the earFs fort 
Lindfay of Pitfcottie informs us of fome fafl 
which happened at this time, and are omitte 

b 
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At D. 1454* by other hiftorians who wrote before him* 
He fays, that the earl of Douglas fent Sir 
James Hamilton, who was now the leading 
man of the party under himfelf and his bro- 
thers, to England, to follicit fupport of men 
and money ; but he obtained only the latter, 
by which he raifed three hundred horfe, and 
three hundred foot, who were to be under his 
own command ; and that the earl fummoned 
all his friends, tenants, and dependents, to 
meet him at Douglas within ten days, to bring , 
along with them twenty days provifions, and 
from thence to march to raife the liege of Aber- 
corn. The fame author reprefents James as 
being, at this time, totally void of fpirit and 
conduft; and that throwing himfelf into a 
fmall veffel, he failed to St. Andrew's, to take 
the advice of his good friend, bifliop Kennedy. 
Before his departure (if I rightly underftand 
this author) he had induftrioufly given out, 
that, defpairing to make head againft Douglas, 
he would feek refuge in foreign parts; and 
that Douglas, believing the report, had re- 
laxed in his preparations, which gave an oppor- 
tunity to the earls of Orkney and Angus to 
inveft the caftle of Abercorn with fix thoufand 
men. Biihop Kennedy, who feems to have 
been as found a politician as he was a faithful 
fabjeft, advifed his majefly to divide his ene- 
mies, who were connefted together by no com- 
mon principle but that of fclf-prefervation ; and 

to 
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to offer pardon and protedion to all who fliould a.d. 1454' 
return to their duty. 

This account, divefting it of fome tawdry 
circumftances, agrees with what we are told 
by other hiftorians. The king erefted his ftan- 
dard at St. Andrew's, marched from thence to 
Falkland, and ordered all the forces of Fife, 
Angus, and Strathern, with thofe of the nor- 
thern parts, to rendezvous by a gertain day at 
Sthrling, which they did to the number of 
thirty thoufand. Thofe vigorous proceedings, 
together with the proclamations of pardon, 
roufing the earl of Douglas from his fecurity ; 
he coUefted all his force, which amounted to 
forty (fome fay fixty) thoufand men, on the 
fouth fide of the river Carron, near the place 
where the famous temple of Terminus flood, 
half-way between Stirling and Abercorn. The 
earl, it muft be acknowledged, was in a dan* 
gerous fituation. Whether he marched to 
fight the king, or to raife the fiege, he muft 
have had an army in his rear ; but it is plain, 
from the complexion of hiftory, that this was 
not the only confideration that deterred him 
from fighting. Bifliop Kennedy had a gre^t 
influence over Sir James Hamilton, with whom 
he kept up a fecret correfpondence, by which 
he gave them affurance of the king's gracious 
difpofitions towards him, if he would return 
to his duty. The conduct of Sir James, on this 
occafion, flicwed him a man both of fenfe and 

Vol. IV. E ho- 
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A.D. 1454, honour. He faw that the bulk of Douglas's 
army difliked the caufe they were engaged in, 
and he knew that the earl himfelf was fecretly 
, of the fame opinion. He repaired to the earl, 
and told him, " That as he never could be at 
the head of a more numerous army, fo he ne- 
ver could have a more favourable opportunity 
of fighting a decifive battle with his fovereign ; 
and that he would find it extremely difficult 
to keep his army longer together.'* The earl 
anfwered him with that fpirit which was pecu- 
liar to his blood, " That if he (Hamilton) was 
either tired or afraid, he might be gone." 
being dc- When they were yet in converfation, a Iv 
swli^L raid arrived from the king's army, and in tl 
Hamilton, hearing of the rebels charged them to repair ^ 
their refpeclive homes, under the penalties 
high-treafon. The earl ordered the hera 
voice to be drowned by the clamour of 
trumpets; but he foon perceived, in the 
barraffed, dejected, countenances of his 
lowers, that they underftood the purport o 
<. royal meflage. The king's army advanr 

firm and good order, with banners difj 
and no time was to be loft. In fliort, ih 
irrefolute how to proceed, ordered a ref 
be founded, and encamped his army a^ 
diftance from that of-the royalifts. D 
night-time. Sir James Hamilton, as t 
may eafily fuppofe, carried his divific 
the king's army, and threw himfelf ' 
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but was confined, for the fake of appearances, a, d. 14^ 
during a few days, in the caftle of Roflin. 
Next morning, the earl of Douglas found 
himfelf abandoned by all his numerous army, 
excepting his nearefl: friends and domeftics, 
the whole not amounting to above an hundred 
men, with whom he retired towards England. 
The confequence was, the caftle, which was 
deemed to be almoft impregnable, was taken 
and demolifhed. 

The hiftory of this rebellion gives us great Fiourifhini 
infight into the charafter of James and his go- govern- 
vernment. His fubmitting himfelf to the di- "''^"^ 
reftion of two fuch men as bifhop Kennedy 
and the lord Crichton, is an evidence of his 
good fenfe ; and few inftances are to be found 
in hiftory, of a rebellion fo dangerbus and fo 
feemingly defperate, being quelled without 
bloodflied, efpecially after the provocations 
which the rebels had received by the death of 
their chief. This was owing to the reverence of 
the inhabitants of the Scotch Lowlands for the 
civil government, while it was exercifed by 
law. They faw James, by taking the advice 
of his parliament in every meafure he purfued, 
endeavouring to cure the unhappy wound his 
dagger had inflifted upon Douglas, while the 
general behaviour of the infurgents was as bar^ 
barous as it was illegal. Even the great feudal 
powers which the confederated lords exercifed 
over their inferiors, and which were inconfiftent 

E;2 with 
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^ ji.D.1454. with the maxims of true policy, and a g 

*u mcnt limited by laws, could not reconcil 

to the caufe they were engaged in, 
their fovereign took the field as the gi 
of thofe laws, which, as I fliall demoi 
were generally on the fide of public 1 
and calculated for the proteftion of the 
againfl: the tyranny of their fuperiors. 
the apologies made by hifl:orians who 
the houfe of Douglas, they 'are frivoloi 
it is plain, that neither patriotifm nor n: 
tion had the leaft influence on that earl 
, dud. He had, before this time, be< 
XI. p. 381, fubjeft of England by fwearing allegi* 
king Henry ; and his former behaviour 
he was ofiered pardon and indemnity, 'w 
fecure enjoyment of his eftates and h( 
all which he rejefted, leaves us no n 
doubt of the principles on which he aft 
ihort, the lord Hamilton, who appears 1 
been a man of great penetration, fo( 
ceived, tKat the common people wot 
fiand by their chiefs in a pitched battle : 
is acknowledged by moft hiftonans, th 
no fooner fkw the royal banners di 
againfl: them- in the field, than they feem 
folute and dejefted. The fubfequent be] 
of the earl' of Douglas is, however, t 
confutation of thofe apologies. As to 
haviour of Hamilton, I believe it to h 
influenced by motives merely perfona] 
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lidcal, and that the only reafon why he fub- 
T mitted to the king was, becaufe he plainly per- 

ceived that Douglas could not defend himfelf. 
The carl of Douglas having efcaped to 
Anandale, he had no great difficulty in raifing 
fuch a number of his own tenants, out-laws, 
t robbers, and borderers, that he was once more 

at the ' head of an army, and renewed his de- 
^ predations upon the eftates of the royalifts* 

They were encountered by the earl of Angus, 
t- ^ who, though a Douglas, continued firm in the 

K'^ intcrcft of the king, to whom he was nearly 

} related by his mother Mary, a daughter to Ro- 

i bfert the third. This earl affcmbled a body of 

^ ^ men, confilling of the Maxwels, the Scots, and 

g the Johnftons; and attacking the rebels near 

Ancram Muir, entirely defeated them. In this 

V engagement the*earl of Murray, brother to the 
t carl of Douglas, was killed; but another bro- 

. ther, the earl of Ormond, the fame who had 
fo bravely won the battle of Sark, was taken 
prifoner. The earl of Douglas himfelf, and 
his third brother, the lord Balveny, efcaped 
with great difficulty to an adjacent wood. The 
number of flain is not mentioned in hiftory ; 
I and James took care to reward thofe gentlemen 

V who had diftinguiflied themfelves on his fidc» 
Particular mention is made of Sir William Car* 

p* lylc of Torthorald, and Sir Adam Johnfton of 

I Johnfton* 

. The 
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A. D. i4i5- The earl of Ormond was fent prifoner to Edin- 

Hisbro* * 

thcr, the burffh, where he was tried and executed for 

carlof ^ • 

orroond, trcafon ; for which Hume, the author of the 
hiftory of Douglas, obliquely refleds upon 
James for his ingratitude. How unjufk fuch 
^n infinuation is, muft appear to every one who 
is in the lead converfant with hiftory, where he 
will find, in every country, inftances of the 
greateft merits being cancelled by fubfequent 
offences, and the authors punifhed accordingly ; 
not to mention how nobly the family of Dou* 
glas (the head of which then direfted the affairs 
of Scotland) was rewarded for the viftory of 
Sark. According to Scotch authors, the carl 
of Douglas and his brother, after in vain en- 
deavouring to return to England, fled to the 
carl of Rofs, the hereditary enemy of the kings 
of Scotland. A paper that has been publiflied 
by Mr. Rymer, containing a grant from Henry 
the fixth of a yearly penfion of five hundred 
pounds, gives fome reafon for believing, that 
he found means to efcape to the Englifli court, 
and affords us no very high idea of that go- 
vernment's good faith. It is, in the mean while, 
obfervable, that Henry the fixth was a pri- 
foner to the duke of York, who then managed 
the whole affairs of the kingdom; and Henry 
is therefore not anfwerable for public tranfac- 
tions. Douglas poflibly had the fame views 
upon the crown of Scotland, as the duke of 

York 
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York fooii after made good upon that of Eng- a. d 
i land. That the conneftions between them 

^ were ftrong, appears from the words of the 

- ' gnmt, " That the penfion was for good fervices 

^ to be done, and till the earl of Douglas ihould 

recover all or part of the eftate taken from him 
by the perfon who calls himfelf king of Scot^ 
land.*' The views of the duke of York, in this 
jproceeding, were undoubtedly to foment the 
civil diffenfions of Scotland, without regard to • 
the carl of Douglas's intereft ; and to difable 
James from affifting the houfe of Lancafter, 
which was now on the brink of ruin. I fliall 
now attend to civil affairs. 

On the ninth of June this year, a parliament p,oj 
was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh ; and its ^^^J 
proceedings will more than juftify all I have jj*"' 
laid concerning the fpirit of liberty (but under 
a regulated conftitution) which infpired the 
Scots of thofe days. The long minority of the 
king, the partiality of his miniflers, and per- 
haps his own diftreffes, had brought the real 
power and revenues of the crown, at this time, 
fo low, that it had been upheld only by the 
principles of felf-prefervation in the fubjetS:. 
Many writers call this principle loyalty ; but it 
was a loyalty that had no reference to the perfon 
or the power of the king, farther than as both 
co-operated in maintaining the freedom of the 
conftitution, which was threatned to be abo- 

lifhed 
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A. D. 1455. lifhed by the votaries of the feudal law ^, 
This parliament, after it met, confirmed the 
fentence of forfeiture which had been for- 
merly pronounced againft the earl of Douglas^ 
his mother, brothers, and abettors; and hers 
I am inclined to fix a very extraordinary inci* 
dent. I have already mentioned the cohabi* 
tation of the Fair Maid of Galloway with the 
earl of Douglas. Whether flie was influenced 
by the diflike fhe had for his perfon, or by the' 
terms on which they lived together, or by both^ 
it is certain that flie made an elopement from 
him, returned to Scotland, threw herfelf at the 
king's feet, and pleaded that all flie had done 
had been, by compulfion ; but refigned herfelf 
and her fortune to the king's pleafure. As 
James was at this time in full poffeflion of all 
the eftates of the Douglaffes, and probably ir 
tending to keep them, he did not choofe to pa 
either with her perfon or fortune. The fii 
he beftowed upon his uterine brother, who 
foon after he created earl of Athol ; and k 
the fecond to himfelf, afligning her, at 
fame time, the great lordlhip of Balver 
dowry. Our hiftorians, however, are mi 
in faying, that the gift of that lordfhi 

• It is extremely feraarkable, that moft of the pr' 
this parliament were abolifhed or difufed ; but the revi 
has been found neceflary fince the Revolution, parties 
the family of Hanover. The abolition of heredita 
tions did not pafs the Britifli parliament till after th( 
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made to her by way of exchange for Galloway ; a. d. 1455, 
for it appears, by a charter now in the Athol 
family, that it was vefted in the earl, and the 
heir male procreate, between him and Margaret 
his fpoufe ; which failing, in the heirs whatfo-^ 
ever of the earl's body, to revert to the crown. 
All therefore that James meant in giving the 
earl that lordfhip, was to indemnify him for 
the lofs of his wife's fortune ; for her daugh- 
ters neither did, nor could, poflefs it. From the 
whole relation of this aSair it appears, laat 
the king, parliament, and church of Scotland,^ 
had not the leaft regard to any marriage, 
whether real or pretended, between Margaret, 
the Fair Maid, and the earl of Douglas. 

The parliament which met on the ninth of 
June being adjourned to the fourth of Auguft, 
re-aflCbmbled at that time. The profeft inten- 
tion of the members was to give a fevere 
blow to the feudal fyftem, but, at the fame 
time, to provide for the dignity of the crown 
in fuch a manner, as that the king and all his 
fucceffors . muft look upon the laws as their fu- 
perior ; and to. provide a barrier againft the 
tyranny, weakncfs, madnefs, or ambition, of 
the reigning prince. For thofe purpofes they 
paffed the following remarkable act : 

" Forafmuch as the poverty of the crown is An aa of 
often the caufe of the poverty of the realm, 
and is the occafion of many inconveniencies, 
which it would be tedious to exprefs ; by the 

Vol. IV, F advice 
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A. D. 1455' advice of the full council of parliament, it is 
ftatuted and ordained, that there be lordfhips 
and caftles infeparably, and for ever annexed to 
the crown, in every part of the kingdom, for 
the king's refidence, wherever he (hall chance 
or think fit to be ; the which caftles and lands 
may not be given away to any perfon, of what- 
foever rank or quality, without advice, deli- 
verance, and decreet of the whole parliament, 
and for great rcafonable caufes. And although 
our fovereign lord that now is, or any of hif 
fucceffors, fliould alienate or give away any < 
the faid lordjQiips, lands, and caftles, all fuc 
alienations and difpofitions are hereby declare 
void and null; infomuch that the reign' 
king may lawfully retake or feize upon 
lands fo alienated, when he pleafes (whenf 
him lykis) to his own ufe, without any 
cefs, or form of law ; and the perfons whc 
thus unwarrantably poflefs them, be ob 
to refund to the king all the profits or 
nues which they enjoyed while they m 
pofieflion. And it is farther enacled, th 
fovereign lord that now is, oblige hiff 
an oath, which is alfo to be taken by 
fucceffors, kings of Scotland, at their 
tion, to obferve this ftatute in all its pr 
^, This ftatute needs no commentary 

The par- ^ ' 

liamcnt that thc parliament who paffed it tb 

proved to * * ^ 

be above the felf paramount to the prerogative. 

prcrugative, 

which its members had of true libe: 
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guifhed from the ferocioufnefs of the feudal a. 0.1455. 
inftitutions, are ftill better exemplified by the 
flibfequent afts of the fame parliament. In the 
preceding part of this hiftory, the reader will 
cafily perceive the reafons for the following 
regulations. It was enafted, *• That no office, 
cfpecially that of guardian of the marches, 
ihould be hereditary; that all fuch offices as 
had been given fince the deceafe of the late 
king to any in fee and heritage, except that of 
guardian of the marches, granted by the king 
to his'fon Alexander, earl of March and Anan- 
dale, Ihould be revoked; and that no lands 
fhould be erefted into regalities without con- 
fent of parliament." It was by the fame par- 
liament put out of the power of the king to 
make the fmalleft alteration in thofe provifions; 
and he was laid under the moft fevere reftraints 
(for which we muft refer to the ads themfelves)- 5^^ ^^^^^ 
to prevent any abufe of his power ; as if his ^^^* 
ftates intended to make him fenfible, that his 
high rank entitled him to no more pre-emi- 
nence, than that of being the firft fervant of his 
people. It is within the province of law, ra- 
ther than of hiftory, to illuftrate the other 
public-fpirited fl;atutes,. all tending to the efta- 
blifhment, but at the fame time to the bound- 
ing, of the regal authority, which pafTed in this 
patriotic parliament. 

It was adjourned to the twelfth of October, precaution! 
when it met at Stirling, where their military J.^'JJ'l^itH 

F 2 ordi' E°8^«»^* • 
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A. D. 1455. ordinances were as wife and remarkable as 

■ 

their civil had been. Certain advice having ar- 
rived there, that the Engliih intended to renew, 
hoftilities, the parliament pafled the following 
ordinance, which muft be very entertaining to 
fuch of my readers as want to be informed of ' 
the manner by which the Scotch patriots 
thought they could beft provide againft an Eng- 
lid invafion. " In the firft place, they thought 
it fpeidful (that is, it was their advice) that 
fit perfons Ihould be appointed to guard the 
paffages betwixt Roxburgh and Berwic, and 
to watch at certain places and fords of the ri- 
verj in order to difcover and advertife the 
country of the approach of an enemy, which 
they were to do in this manner : They, for ex- 
ample, who watched at the ford near HumCt 
upon the enemy's approach, were to make a 
bail, that is, fet on a great fire, at Hume, which 
being feen by the neighbouring country, bails 
were in the fame manner to be made at Dun* 
bar, Haddington, Dalkeith, the caftle of £din« 
burgh, Stirling, Dumbarton, &c, as alfo at 
Eggerhope-caftle, Soltray-edge, and on the 
fea-coafts, as at Dunpender-law and North 
Berwic-lavv . By one bail or fire thus fet on 
the country was to underftand that the enem 
was at hand; who, if he feemed confiderat 
ilrong, in that cafe, two bails were to be 
like two candles together; or three or f( 
according to the exigence and danger t 

m 
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might be threatened. By this means it was A.D.14J 
eafy to advertife moft part of the kingdom, 
within a few hours, of the approach and 
ftrength of an enemy, before it was poflible for 
them to pafs the Tweed : and then, continues 
the record, confidering their far paflage (great 
diftance) we ihall, God willing, be as foon 
ready as they; all people by weft of Edin- 
burgh^-being thereby warned and commanded 
to draw to Edinburgh, and from Edinburgh 
caft to Haddington." 

Other precautions for the fafety of the bor- and for tv 
ders agairift the Englifh were taken in the fame botden. 
parliament. The eaft borders were to be pro- 
vided with garrifons, confifting of two hun- 
dred fpears and two hundred bows. Thofe on 
the weft were to contain a hundred fpears, and 
as many bows ; and the expence of the whole 
was to be defrayed by an equal afleffment of 
the landholders, which was to be fent to the 
exchequer by the flieriflFs. Every gentleman 
or baron was obliged to keep his houfe in te- 
nan table repair, fo as to refift any fudden fur- 
prife ; and to maintain a number of able-bodied 
men, if called upon to the field, againft the 
common enemy. 

While the legiflature were making thofe pro- , 
vifions againft the Englifli in the South, the Ro^« ^"«>- 

dued* 

throne of James was ftiaken in the North. 
The earl of Rofs (the hiftory of whofe family 
is impenetrable at this time) renewed his claims 

of 
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A.D. 1455. of independency upon the crown of Scotland ; 
and carried it fo far as to declare himfelf king 
of the Ifles, if we are to believe fome authors^ 
whofe credit I can fee no reafon to doubt. He 
was in the North what Douglas was in the 
South, a profeiTed champion for the feudal go- 
vernment ; and he confidered the aAs of the 
civil power as invafions of his property, fome 
part of which had been by the late ftatutes an- 
nexed to the crown. His prefumption, if pof- 
lible, exceeded that of Douglas, with whom 
he kept a clofe correfpondence ; but he was in- 
capable of friendfhip, becaufe he imagined he 
had no equal. It is thought, and not without 
reafon, that he was encouraged by the Eng- 
S456. lifh ; for, in the beginning of the year 1456, he 
raifed an army, which muft have been confi- 
derable, becaufe it over-ran Argyle, Lochaber, 
part of Murray, and the ifle of Arran. He 
drove the bi£hop of the Ifles out of his diocefe ; 
he took and laid in afhes the caflle and town 
of Invemefs ; and nothing but the inability of 
the earl of Douglas and the Englifli to fupport 
him, flopped his barbarous progrefs. The 
earls of Northumberland and Douglas wer 
now acting in concert, and had invaded t^ 
borders ; but were defeated by the earl of J 
gus and Sir James Hamilton, the fame "» 
had been formerly fo much attached to E 
glas. The news of their defeat difconce 
the earl of Rof$ ; and his lady, who was 
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vourite with James, and daughter to lord he- a. d. 14s 
vingfton, had the addrefs, in imitation of the 
countefs of Douglas, to be taken under the 
protection of James, againft the barbarous ' 
ufage (as fhe pretended) of her hufband. Her 
diftrefe, whether real or fiftitious, mollified 
James ; and, by what appears in hiftor jr, Ihe at 
laft procured her hufband's pardon. I am, 
however, inclined to believe, that fome cir- 
cumftances interpofed which have not come to 
our knowledge, and that the earPs pardon was 
owing rather to a -treaty than a fubmiffion. 
Lindfay of Pitfcottie fays, that James having 
been inftrumental in the marriage between this 
lady and the earl, gave her a feparate eftate, 
on which flie fubfifted according to her quality. 

Though the vigour and wifdom of the king Cmi kw 
had fubdued faction, he could not extinguilh 
its fpirit. One Thornton, who had been a do- 
meftic about court, but a partizan of the Doug- 
laffes, killed (we are told treacheroufly) Sir John 
Sandilands of Calder, and Allan Stuart, a per- 
fon of confiderable diftinftion^ but the police 
of the government was then on fo excellent a 
footing, that the murderer and his accomplices 
were immediately apprehended, and publicly 
executed. This year was fatal to feveral of the 
great Scotch nobility, particularly to Hay, the 
earl of Errol, Creighton earl of Caithnefs, to 
William lord Crichton, formerly chancellor, a 
wife and an intrepid ftatefman, and the earl of 

Craw- 



leot* 
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M.D. 1456. Crawford, befides fevcral other perfons of note. 
On the twenty-fecond of July this year, the 
carl of Douglas, though entirely ruined iin Scot* 
I^d, was in fo great confideration at the court 
of England, that his penfion was renewed. This 
was owing partly to his having fubmitted to be 
a fubjed: of England, and partly to the intereft 
he ftill had in the borders ; but the firmnefs of 
James defeated all his hopes of being reftored 
to his family-efhites. 
Good agree- The king, who may be properly ftiled a pa- 
^^1^ ' triot-monarch, perfevered in his wife refolution 
lu"p" lia- ^f making the laws znA the advice of his par- 
liament the meafures of his government. Few 
of his predeceffors had ever been in a more 
defirable fituation than he was at this time ; 
and on the nineteenth of Oftober he again called 
his parliament, to lay before it the ftate of his 
kingdom. A peftilence had already made fome 
progrefs in Scotland ; and the wifeft precautions 
were made ufe of to prevent its fpreading. Pro- 
per meafures were taken for the due admini- 
ftration of juftice. The coinage was reformed ; 
the internal commerce of the kingdom, in hold- 
ing fairs and markets, was regulated ; but, above 
all, the borders, which had coft the kingdom 
fuch deluges of blood, were put in a proper 
ftate of defence. The members were no ftrangers 
to the diftrafted ftate of England at this time* 
when the difputes between the houfes of Yor^ 
and Lancafter were at the higheft ; and thcrcfoi 

the 
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tlicy were of opinion that their country had ^^* ^ 
nothing to apprehend fi^om that quarter* Among 
the o^ther excellent regulations of James, he 
had habituated his borderers to the cultivatioa 
of lands, which had relieved them from the 
neceifity of preyitig di^^ upon the Englifli oi^ 
their own counttyirteni' Notwithftandin^ thofe 
precautions, this parfiaAient ell^bAi&ed a regu^ 
lar militia, that wa$^ to be alw&ys^in itaiiinefs kt 
cafe of an invaliDii.' Wappift&a^s^gs, ;or miilr . 
tering?, wei^ ap^oibted to^ be h^d 6nce a 
month ; aiul aQ itblc'^bodieid maliei^ bettweeii the 
ages of fixteett aiidi fe^ty, wer6 ordered td be 
provided 'atcCd^lidg to their feveral raiiks' with 
borfes ajftd iririoUr fett" the? field. The kiiig^ was 
empowered' ed'dbB?gc (^r the wordVretiueftj fig- 
nifies Hd- pthtir) *6e greater towns to provide 
artillery aiid amtimnition, and likewife engi« 
neers add other woilcmen for managing and 
condu^ng the train.- Other exceHeht' regula- 
tions, with- tegard' to peace and war, were 
made by the fame parliament ; and it is to be 
lamented, that proper tare has not been taken 
to tranfmit their adts to pofterity. Enough, 
however, remains to give m an high idea of the 
governn^ent of James, and to prove the noble 
difpofitions hi made for abolifhing the barba- 
rities entailed by the feudal times upon his 
fubjeds. 

Scotland, at this time, feems to have enioyed .'457.. 

^ His excel* 

a profound tranquility, which James employed lent do- 

SOU IV. Q to ieguUtio^« 
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A. D. J457* to the bell of purpofes, that of accuftoming his 
fubjecls to the habits of civil life. On the elcr 
venth of June, 1457, the Scotch and the Engliih 
plenipotentiaries met at Coventry, where they 
agreed to a truce from the fixth of July follow- 
ing to the fixth of the fame month, 1459. The 
Scotch commiffioners were, Patric lord Gra- 
ham, Mr. Thomas Vaus, dean of Glafgow, and 
fecretary of ftate, and George Finlaw, mer- 
chant ; the confervators of the peace being the 
carls of Athol, Rofs, Angus, Huntley, and 
Caithnefs ; the lords Somerville, Maxwel, Mont- 
gomery^ Gray; Sir David Hume, Alexander 
Hume, Walter Scot, Thomas Cranfton of Cran- 
fton, John Johnfton of Johnfton, Ormifton o£ 
Ormifton, Rutherford of Rutherford, Ker of 
Cesford, Murray of Cockpool, Garlifle of Tor- 
thorwald, and others. This negociation being 
finiflied, he called another parliament at £din« 
1457-8. hurgh on the fixth of March, 1457-8. The 
proceedings of this parliament are extremely 
remarkable, and throw great lights upon the 
exercife of jurifprudence in Scotland before the 
inftitution of the prefent court of feflion. Ac- 
cording to the ideas we can form, juftice was then 
adminifl;ered by rotation of the nobility, clergy, 
Aber- and burgefles. The judges were appointed tc 
crom y. g^^ during the fpace of forty days, three timr 
in the year, at Edinburgh, Perth, and Abcrder 
The lords appointed to fit at Aberdeen w 
the bifhop of Rofs, or Caithjaefs, or Murray. 
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abbot of Deir-dein, now Deny-deir, and Mr. a. 0,1458, 
Walter Idill, for the clergy ; the earl of Enrol, 
the lord Glamis, and the lord Forbes, for the 
barons ; John Fife, Andrew Menzies, and Wat 
tor Thompfon, for the boroughs. They who 
had cotnmiffion to fit in the fecond feffion at 
Perth, were the bifhop of Dunkeld, the abbot 
of Lindores, and the archdean of St. Andrew's, 
for the clergy ; the lord Gray, Patric of Ratray, 
and Thomas Abercromby of Abercron[iby, for 
the barons; Archibald Stuart, Robert Mercer, 
and David Spalding, for the boroughs. They, 
in fine, whofe commiflion obliged theili to fit 
in the third feffion at Edinburgh, were the bi- 
fliop of Glafgow, or Galloway, or any other 
bifliop the king flxould think fit to name, the 
abbot of Holyrood-houfe, arid provoft of Lin- 
clowden, for the clergy ; the lords Lindfay and 
Hales for the barons ; William Cranfl:on, Alex- 
ander Napier, and Robert Nairn, for the bo- 
roughs. 

From thofe courts no appeal lay, either to Courti of 
this king or parliament ; and it is plain, from ^ 
the conftitution, that elvery man of property 
was fuppofed to have a competent knowledge 
of the laws of his country. The commiffions 
of the judges expired with the year. The va- 
cancies were fupplied by the king and his- 
council till a new meeting oiF parliament. They 
were to ferve on their own charges, " which 
they might do the more eafily, fays the aft, 

G 2 ' becaufe 
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A,D. J45S. hccijxk of the fliort time of their atteadtotfe^ 
aad in regard that it would not, periiaps, come 
to their turn to fit again once in feven years.'^ 
I ihall make no farther obfervations upon thin 
diihibution of jufttcct than that every peer of 
England, to this day, is by his birth a judge 
in civil caufes ; and the whole body forms a 
jury for the trial of their own peers. The 
knowledge of law was far from being excluded 
by this arrangement; for the pi;adifing law- 
yers at the bar were ftill entitled to offer their 
advice in council to the judges in ail civil mat- 
ters ; and the fhort duration of their commif« 
fions is eftablifhed on the trueft principles of 
liberty. 
and the ^ The coinage ftill requiring regulation, came 
ciliated. again under the cognizance of this parliament. 
This feems to have been a matter of great dif- . 
ficulty in Scotland. Upon the reftoration of 
James the firft *, he found his coinage in great 
diforder; and his parliament put the mint oa 
the iame footing as that of England. This re- 
gulation was, however, very ill obferved ; but 
in this parliament it was decreed, that the nevr 
money fhould be of equal weight with that f 
England ; and that eight groats &ould be firr 
out of every ounce of pure filvcr^ each gr 
to be of the value of twelve pennies, thoi 
at firfl it was only of eight The truth is, 

* See Ruddinuui's Preface to Anderfon's Sele6ltts> p. ' 
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regulatioos of the mint in Scotland were always a. d.x4sS* 
afieded by the ftate of coinage in the neigh- 
bouring nations, and confequently fo fludu- 
ating^ that, notwithftanding the labours of 
the accurate Ruddiman, all our information on 
that fubjecl is unfatisfaclory. Even the parlia- 
ment itfelf feems to be at a lofs how 'to pro- 
ceed; for, after various deliberations, it was 
reiblved to name a committee, which was ta 
attend the king, and fettle the affair. The* 
next bufinefs that fell under the coniideration 
of this afiembly was the ftate of hofpitals^ 
creeled for the relief of the lick and poor. In 
Scotland, as. in. England, before the Reforma- 
tion, provilions were made for charitable pur-, 
pofes among the religious houfes ; but 'the dif- ' \ 

trefles and combuftions of the times had too 
frequently rendered them ineffedual. This 
parliament provided, that che chancellor, af** 
fifted by tw;o proper perfons of each diocefe, 
fhould vifit all the hofpitals in the kingdom, 
to put in force the ftatutes of their feveral 
foundations ; and when thefe could not be re- 
a>vered, they were to apply to the king for a 
remedy. 

The moft remarkable a A of this parliament, 
however, related to the future confiitution of that 
body ; for the members declared it advifeable, 
that no freeholder, whofe eftate did not amount 
to twenty pounds of yearly revenue Ihould be 
conftrained to come to the parliament or gei> 

neral 
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A. D. 145?. neral council, unlefs he was a baron, or be ex* 

prcfly called by the king's writ, or by an officer 

in his name. This proviiion, in a great mea* 

fure, accounts for the majority which the kings 

of Scotland generally had in their parliaments ; 

but I cannot perceive that any argument can 

be formed from it in favour of the prerogative, 

with which Abercromby and other writers 

want to invcft their kings. As I have more 

than once hinted, the fubjecls looked upon their 

attendance in parliament as a grievance ; and 

its being difpenfed with may be confidered as 

an acquifition on the part of liberty, before the 

great feudal courts were aboliihed. It cannot, 

however, be diflembled, that when that aboli* 

tions of tion took place, this law operated Itrongly in 

pariument. favour of the prerogative. Upon the whole, 

there is fomewhat doubtful in the manner of 

wording the act, as it implies, that a freeholder 

who had not twenty pounds a year might, if 

he pleafed, give his attendance in parliament, 

though he could not be compelled to it. The 

internal policy of the kingdom was another 

capital objeft of thig parliament, efpecially with 

regard to agriculture. It was provided, that 

every man poffeffed of a plough and oxen 

{hould fow a certain quantity of wheat, peafe, 

and beans, yearly; and all freeholders, bot? 

fpiritual and temporal, when they lett thf 

lands, were to oblige their tenants to ra 

trees, hedges, and broorn. Several fumptua 

1? 
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laws were likewifc enafted in the fame feffion. ^ ^* ^fi' 
No merchants, unlefs they were magiftrates, 
bailiffs, or of the town-council, and no baron 
or gentleman, who was not poffeffed of forty 
pounds old extent, was to wear filk cloaths, 
or coftly fcarlet, with furs; nor were their 
wives or daughters to be dreffed iii either, but 
in a manner agreeable to their fortunes. The. 
great nobles, however, and clergymen were, 
allowed to wear fcarlet gowns with rich fur- 
ring. Coarfe grey and white cloaths were to 
be worn by the common people on working 
days ; but on holidays they were indulged in 
wearing cloaths of other colours. Women 
were prohibited to refort either to church or 
market with their faces covered, fo as not to be 
known. 

The fame parliament enafted, that every pa- Parodiia 
rifh fhould provide, for the ufe of the inhabi- ^^•'t?- 
tants, butts and bow-marks, where they were ^^ 
to praftife fhooting every Sunday; and thi« 
provifion was to extend to every male between 
the ages of twelve and fifty. Fines were im- 
pofed upon all who abfented themfelves on 
fuch occaiions, and diflributed among thofe 
who praclifed thofe exercifes of archery; but 
the diverfions of foot-ball and golf (which laft 
feems to have been peculiar to the Scots) were 
prohibited. To give a farther blow (p the feu- 
dal inftitutions, the king had a power of regu- 
lating the ftewards' courts, or, as they are called, 

the 
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A*D.i45S. the chamberlain's airs; and the officers who 
abufed their powers of regality were rendered 
punifhable. A common meafure was ordained^ 
and infpedors appointed to examine the fine* 
oefs of gold and filver works. The laws againft 
beggars, excepting thofe who were licenfed by 
the civil magiftrates, were revived; and the 
king's juftice was empowered to baniih or im« 
prifon all gypfies, fomers, bards^ mafterfiil 
beggars, and feigned fools. Lords, prelates^ 
barons, and freeholders, were permitted to lett 
their lands in fee-farm, a proviiion which^I 
apprehend, was aimed againft the foUowings 
of the great landholders ; and the flierifTs, with 
the proper magiftrates, were ordered to turn 
ont all perfons who unjuftly kept pofleflion of 
any man's eftate. Many excellent game-laws 
were ena6led; and particular encouragement 
was given to thofe who defiroyed wolves and 
birds of prey. The laws relating to high-trea« 
fon came next under the cognizance of the 
aflembly ; and forfeiture of goods and lofs of 
life at the king's pleafure, were the penalties 
of leafing- making, or of fpreading falfe reports 
of the king to his people. The like puniib 
ment was decreed againft thofe who enterr 
into treafonable bonds or aflbciations ; and ^ 
fubjecVs were ftricUy prohibited from riding 
a warlike manner with any but the king ? 
his officers, or the lord of the burgh. ' 
ftrifteft prohibitions were enaded againf 
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tumultuous attendance upon civil or fpiritual a. d. i^s^ 
courts ; and every traveller, upon entering his 
inn, was to lay aiide all his armour but a knife, 
becaufe the law prefumed the iheriff to ht the 
guardian. of the fubjeds fafety within his dif- 
trift. • 

Among the other political dtfeafes of thofe Reguhtioni 
times, was the great temptation which the fub- tlcyl *** 
jedls of Scotland had to commit a<^s of piracy ; 
and as they were excellent mariners, every .ftite 
in Europe had a number of them in its fervice* 
Their licentioufnefs produced complaints from 
the neighbouring powers, and great incon veni- 
cncies to the public ; fo that this parliament, 
among its other excellent regulations, thought 
proper to limit the number of failors. For the 
-better promulgation of thofe laws, all Iheriffs 
and commiflaries of burghs through the kingdom 
were ordered to wait upon the clerk of the re*- 
gifter, who was to fumifh them with tranfcripts 
of the feveral adls, to be proclaimed within their 
jurifdidions. The affembly, before they rofe, 
gave a iignal teftimony of their king's patri*- 
otifm. They addreffed him, in terms of the 
warmefl: gratitude, for the flourifhing ftate to 
which he had brought the crown and kingdom, 
by removing out of it all rebels and breakers 
of the peace, and fuffering no mafterful party 
' (for fuch is their expreflion) to live in the realm. 
They concluded, by humbly petitioning him to 
caufe their ftatutes to be put in execution, that 

Vol. IV. H he 
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A. D. 1458. he and all his fubjefts, fpiritual and temporal^ 
might merit the divine btnedidion. 

I have been the more follicitous to lay before 
my reader the chief bufinefs of this parliament, 
becaufe it gives him a much clearer idea than 
he can obtain by any other information, of the 
ftate of Scotland at this time. Whoever com- 
pares the Englifh proceedings of parliament, or 
the ftate of legiflation in France and other coun- 
tries, at the juncture I now treat of, muft al- 
low the advantage to lie on the fide of the Scots, 
with regard to their late regulations, both of li- 
berty and government. Every aft I have men- 
tioned had a direft and immediate tendency to 
relieve both the king and the people from feu- 
dal oppofition and oppreflion. How thofe ex- 
cellent provifions came afterwards to be neg- 
lefted, will beft appear in the courfe of this 
hiftory. 
Ncgocia- ' The firft-fruits of the harmony between the 
Enjand. king and his people appeared in a new treaty 
of truce, which was fet on foot with England, 
in July 1459. The bifliops of Galloway ancj 
Brechin, the laft being likewife chancellor oi 
Scotland, the earl of Orkney and Caithnefr 
the Ibrds Graham, Boyd, and Borthwic, ar 
Nichbhs Otterburn, who was clerk-regift 
with feveral other plenipotentiaries, both er 
fiaftics and laics, had a meeting at New 
with the Englifh ambafiadors, at the he; 
whom was the biftiop of Durham. Ther 
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truce was prolonged on the twelfth of Septem- a.d, 1459, 
ber till the. eighth of July, 1468, the terms and 
confervators of it being the fame as before. The 
prolongation of this truce, at a time when there 
was an almofl total ceffation of government in 
England, and when Henry the fixth, or rather 
his queen, had been entirely defeated at the 
battle of Northampton, exhibited an eminent 
proof of the moderation of James and his coun- 
cil. Some time before, Henry (in whofe name, 
though he was a prifoner, public acts then paf- 
fed) had iffued a commiflion to the earl of Sa- 
Kfbury to oppofe the Scots ; a proof that it was 
expected James would avail himfelf of the junc- 
ture. This was the more probable, as he had 
received (notwithftanding the bonds of confan- 
guinity between them) the higheft provocations 
from the houfe of Lancafter, which had omitted 
no opportunity of abetting the enemies of his 
crown, and encouraging rebels to his govern- 
ment. Lindfay of Pitfcottie has entertained 
his readers with feveral formal orations that 
paffed between the Englifli ambaffadors and 
James on the occafion. He tells us, that the 

duke of York and his party offered to give him 

• • • 

back Northumberland,^ Berwic, and other pla- 
ces. The anfwer of James is well worthy of 
being recorded. He acknowledged the prefer- 
able right of blood which the duke of York 
had to the crown of England ; but he obferved 
that Henry, his father, and grandfather, had 

H 2 been 



52 THEHISTORY 

A. D. 1459. been univerfally received as kings, a confide* 
ration which he thought had great weight. 
He complained bitterly, at the fame time, of 
the provocations he had met with from Henry 
and the houfe of Lancafter ; and at laft feenied 
inclined to accept ox the terms propofed by the 
Yorkifts, provided the ambaffadors would un^ 
dertake to anfwer for the performance. 
1460. During this negociation, the queen of Eng«» 

jJ^"rox. land, after loflng battle upon battle, and being 

cSJfi)" ftripped of all her jewels, was obliged to apply 
to James for an afylum. Her diftrefs, and that 
of his kinfman, the duke of Somerfet, who at^ 

I tended her, pleaded in her favour ; and James 

ordered that flie fhould be received upon hia 
borders in a manner fuitable to her rank and 
dignity. By what can be collected from the 
beft hiftorians, the queen was not ignorant of 
the negociation on foot between James and the 
Yorkifts ; and flie offered to make good all 
that they had promifcd, and likewife to ,dif- 
mifs the earl of Douglas (who had been of in-., 
finite ufe to her party) from Henry's fervice. 
Her propofals ftaggered James ; but I do not 
find that he pofitively declared himfelf for either 
party. I am, however, inclined to believe, 
that he at laft was determined m lavour of the 
houfe of Lancafter, and that the duke of York, 
having fucceeded againft Henry beyond his ex- 
pectations, had cooled in the offers he made 
tor it is certain he i^ave fccrct orders to th" 



fra 
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garrifon of Roxburgh to defend that caftte to a,d.i4$s, 
the laft extremity againft the Scots. James 
difcovered his duplicity, and upbraided his am- 
bafladors, who were ftill at, the Scotch cour^, 
with his conduftj but all the anfwer he re- 
ceived was, " That the negociation was at an 
end, and that the duke confidered himfelf as 
being under no engagements to James.'* Such 
is the manner in which Lindfay has very 
minutely related this tranfaclion, and it is con- 
firmed by many circumftanlces ; for we find 
James, about this time, treating with the Lan- 
cafter party about repairing fome breaches of 
the late truce. It is certain that James raifed a 
gallant army, with which* he invaded England, 
with a declared refolution to befiege the caftles ' 
of Roxburgh and Berwic, which he did at the 
fame time. This conduft of James, when we Ryni€r,^i 
confider Henry as his ally, and the truce ^^v^-^^*- 
between them as ftill fubfifting, was un-- 
doubtedly defenfible. We are uncertain to 
whom he committed the care of the fiege of 
Berwic; but we know that he undertook 
that of Roxburgh in perfon; and having laid 
the town in allies, he battered the caftle, which 
made a vigorous refiftance. 

Never was any prince better ferved by his ^hcrc he v 
fubjeds than James was in this expedition, kuud"^^^ 
The turbulent earl of Rofs joined him with a 
gallant body of Highlanders, with whom he 
propofed to form the van of the Scotch army. 
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A. D. 1460. and to fcour all the neighbouring country. 
James received him with great politenefs, but 
told him, that he was directed by his council 
in the operations of the war, and clcfired he 
would p:tch his tent ncai the royal pavilion; 
from which \vc may conclude that James was 
not fond of trufting the earl with a feparate 
command. About the fame time, the earl of 
Huntley, who had often manifefled his loyalty, 
arrived in the camp with another body of men ; 
and his arrival was fo welcome to James, that 
he went to the trenches, where he ordered a 
general difcharge of all his artillery, of which 
he had a very fine train. The order proved 
fatal to James. One of the cannons, called the 
Lyon, burft, and part of it ftruck him on the 

■ 

thigh, as he was ftanding near it with greater 
curiofity than became a king, fo that he expired 
inftantly. This fatal accident happened on the 
third of Auguft 1460. The nobility who were 
prcfent concealed his death, for fear of difcou- 
1 agin^ the foldiers ; and, in a few hours after, the 
queen appeared in the camp, and prefented her 
young fon, afterwards the unfortunate James 
the third, as their king, but undertook herfelf 
to.be their general. 
His cha- - I havc bccu fo full upou the perfon and poli- 
*'' tical virtues of this excellent prince, that I havc 
but little to add to Jiis characler. His body 
was robuft, active, and fitted for martial exex^ 
cifcs. A red (pot he had in one of his cheekf 

procure 
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procured him the appellation of James with the a. d. 1460. 
Fiery Face ; and the blow he gave the earl of 
Douglas proved that the phyfiognomifts were ^ 
not miftakeil when they pronounced it to be 
an indication of his natural temper. When we 
confider his youth, the great oppofition he met 
with in 'the field, and thefirmnefs of his whole 
condud, we cannot think the higheft enco- 
miums beftowed upon him to have been exag- 
gerated. No prince ever expreffed a more ten- 
der regard for the lil?erties of his fubjecls, and 
none ever reigned more abfolutely in their af- 
feftions. It is equally to. his and their honour, 
that they exacted nothing from him ths^t a 
brave and ^ wife prince could xefufe to grant, 
nor he aught^ from them that the moft jealous 
votaries of liberty could hefitatc to perform ; 
and we venture nothing in faying, that the 
Scots under him were the f];eeft people upon 
earth. After he took the reins of govern- 
ment into his own hands, he managed them fo ' 
fteadily, that he was feldom obliged to follow 
fanguinary meafures. He puniihed the earl of 
Ormond upon principle, becaufe, as I have of- 
ten hinted, he and his friends had formed and 
maintained a regular fyftem of tyranny, incom- 
patible with a free government. Major, who , 
might have feen thofe who knew him perfon- 
ally, fays he had a peculiar art of conciliating 
the love of his foldiers, by a deportment equally 
martial as it was familiar. He was no more 

than 
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A. D. 1460. than thirty yeai*s of age at the time of hi J 
death, and yet he was never under the influ- 
ence of a favourite ; for he knew how to chufe 
the wifeft and worthieft men of his kingdom 
to be his counfellors. His ifluc by his wife, 
andiflbe. Mary of Guelders, were James, who fucceeded 
him, Alexander duke of Albany, John earl of 
Mar ; and two daughters, the ladies Margaret 
and Caecilia. In his coins he is reprefented with 
a clofe crown ; and Mr. Anderfon has afligned 
him for his device a laurel garland, within 
which is infcribed the name of God in Hebrew 
characters, with the motto. In virtute tua.^ Upon 
the whole, it may be affirmed with great truth, 
that the reign of James the fecond was more 
glorious than that of any other of the Stuartine 
princes preceding him ; and, if we except that of 
his grandfon, James the fourth, of any of his 
fuccefibrs, while Scotland remained an indepen- 
dent kingdom. 



JAMES THE THIRD. 

^teof rx^HIS prince was not full feven years of 

acccffion of X age at the time of his father's death. His 

^Td?^ mother continued to behave with unexampled 

magnanimity, but took the wife precaution of 

carrying her fon to Kelfo, where fome fay he 

was 
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was crowned, and the nobility and barons paid a. 0.^4^ 
him homage and allegiance. Returning from 
Kelfo, file puflicd the fiege of Roxburgh-caftle 
with fo moch vigour, that the garrifon in a 
few days capitulated, on being allowed to de- 
part with bag and baggage ; but we are told 
the caftle itfelf was demdliflied, the Scots hav* 
ing then no enemy in the field, and gave full 
fcope td their revenge of their king's death, by 
laying the country waftc, and carrying otf a 
* great booty. Towards September, they took 
and difmantled the caftle of Wark ; and then 
it was refblved that a parliament fiiould be 
held at Edin'burgh. The duke of York, at 
this time, was mafter of the Englifh govern* 
ment, and declared td be next heir to the 
crown, though the title of king was confirmed 
to Henry during his natural life. There can 
be no doubt that the Scots had how openly 
declared for the houfe of Lancafter ; and the 
active queen Margaret remained ftill in the 
fbuth of Scotland, where flie met with great 
fuccefs in affembling her army, confifting of the. 
inhabitants of both kingdoms. The duke of 
York had countermanded the earl of Salifbury's 
joining him from the borders of Scotland ; and 
Henry had been prevailed upon to give his 
name to a fummons, requiring his queen and 
his eldeft fon, and the heads of her party, to ' 
appear at London, to which they paid no at* 
tention. Her army was compofed of eighteen 
Vol. IV. • I thoufand 
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A.a 1460. thoufand fighting men ; and the duke of York^ 
encouraged by his former fucceffes, refolved to 
fight it, though he was far inferior in numbers. 
This brought on the battle of Wakefield, in 
which the duke and his young fon, the earl of 
Rutland, were killed, and their troops totally 
146 !• defeated, early in the year 1461. I ihall not 
purfue the hiftory of this war farther than as it 
is connected with the affairs of Scotland. 

Affairtof The earl of March, afterwards Edward the 
fourth, fucceeded to the claim and titles of his 
father the duke of York. At firft, he gained a 
battle at a place called Mortimer's Crofs ; but 
the queen advanced towards London at the 
head of the Scots and the northern troops. The 
lofs of Janiies the feconcj. was now feverely felt. 
The queen, full of implacable revenge, had 
promifed to the Scots the plunder of her ene- 
mies eftates ; and they behaved in fo licentious 
a manner as afterwards turned the fcale of 
viftory in favour of the Yorkifts. She, how- 
ever, defeated the earl of Warwic at St. Alban's, 
and recovered the perfon of her hufband. The 
ravages of the Scots continuing, it was witli, 
difficulty that fhe and the king could fave the 
abbey of St. Alban's from being plundered; 
but, in the mean while, flie.loft all the fruits of 
her late victories, by the Londoners admitting 
the duke of York into their city, while Mar 
garet was obliged to retreat, and the duke too 
poffeffion of the throne. She met with no 

pofiti( 
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pofition in her march to Scodarid, where her ^* ^* ^^^' 
chief dependence now lay ; but it is proper we 
fhould refume the affairs of that kingdom. 
. Buchanan has here artfully taken occafion to SJ^^p 

' Kennccy 

difplay his powers both of reafoning and elo- oppofcsthe 
quence ; and as his narrative is not impeached 
by other hiftorians of different principles, I Ihall 
here give it a place. At the meeting of the 
parliament, the queen took up her lodging in 
the caftle, as the biihop of St. Andrew's and 
the earl of Angus did theirs in the abbey of 
Holy-rood houfe. When the parliament affem- 
bled, it was divided into two parties. One fided 
with the queen, who contended for the guar- 
dianfhip of her fon, the king. The major par- 
ty, however, was that of the bifhop and the 
earl, who infifted upon the young prince being 
put under the care of a tutor, chofen by parlia- 
ment. After the affembly had debated this 
point for two days, the queen and her followers 
came from the caftle, and flie caufed herfelf to 
be declared the king's tutrix, and governefs of 
the kingdom. The queen then retired t© the 
caftle, and biihop Kennedy demanding an au- 
dience of the multitude, which continued ftill 
affembled, begged them to fufpend their judg- 
ments, becaufe he was fully able to prove that 
the queen's proceeding was partial and uncon- 
ftitutional. He no fooner finilhed his harangue, 
than an armed party appeared for the queen 
from the caftle ; and blood-lhed muft have en- 

I 2 . fued, 
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A.P* i^u fued, kaui not the bifhops of Glafgow, Galloway^ 
andDumblain interpofcdwith the earl of Angus, 
and prevailed on both parties to confent to a truce 
for a month. Thusfar the narrative of Buchanan, 
when we coniider the high fpirit of the queen^ 
is probable ; but it ferves to introduce a fever© 
fatire iipon female government, with an eye to 
that of his own fovereign, Mary queen of Scots. 
He brings- the queen into the afiembly after 
its meeting, where flie pleads her own caufe* 
She is anfwered in a long formal fpeech, in 
which we are at a lofs which moft to admire, 
the purity of its language, the pedantic pueri- 
lity of its arguments, its perverfion of hiftory, 
or the. grofs indecency with which the whole 
fex is abufed. 
wifdom of Since therefore we are to confider this fpeech 
pariiamenu ^^ ^j^^ producl of Buchanau's brain, fruitful in 

fuch forgeries, I fhall only obferve, that the 
good bifhop had many very plauiible, and fome 
weighty, arguments to urge in favour of his 
fcheme, without being obliged to defcend to 
fcurrility and fophiftry. The queen had be-i 
haved with great magnanimity, and had done 
the public important fervices ; butj on the other 
hand, fee was a foreigner, and might be under, 
the influence of her relations. She was young, 
and by marrying either a fubjeft or a firanger, 
the public tranquillity, if not fafety, might b 
hazarded. The parli^mei\t wifely obferved j 
mean between both parties. They committee' 
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iad^, the care of the king's perfon to four a. d. i^€u 
lovd^ of parliament, the lord Graham and the, 
lord Boyd, who were of the queen's party ; the 
e^rl of Orkney and the lord Kennedy, who * 
were the bilhop's friends ; and the bifhops of 
Glafgow and Dunkeld, who were fuppofed to 
be of no pajrty at all. 

The bifhop of St. Andrew's ftill retained his 
authority; and the nation continued to have 
fo good an opinion of his virtue and wifdom, 
that it is univerfally allowed, the adminiftra- 
tion could not have been put into better hands. 
In the mean while, the affairs of the houfe of 
Lancafter fuflfered a dreadful reverfein England. 
Edward the fourth had been acknowledged 
king by the Londoners, and had gained the 
great battle of Touton, in which thirty -fix thou- 
fand Lancailrians were killed. This obliged 
Henry to retire to Berwic (which he committed 
to the C2kfc of the duke of Soraerfet) and then 
to Edinburgh, with his queen and only fon, 
where the royal exiles were received with the 
utmoft politenefs and humanity. It would have, 
been a blameable difinterefiednefs in the Scotch 
minifters, had they refufed to avail themfelves 
of the jundure. Henry had llill a great party 
in England, and the French court feemed in- 
clinable to declare in his favour. The Scots 
had always thought that the detention of Ber- 
wic, which had fallen into Edward the third's 
bands, during the minority of his brother-in- 
law. 
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A. D. 1461. Jaw, David the fecond, was little better than a 
robbery, and they had always complained of it 
as fuch. It was eafy for Margaret to perceive, 
that flie could not make a more agreeable facri- 
fice to the intereft of her hufband than the rc» 
ftitution of that town ; and indeed it was the 
only retribution that was in her power to make, 
though flie offered to reftore Carlifle likewife. 
^**3^' ' * No difficulty occurred in this negociation, and, 
BCTwicre- ou the twcnty-fifth of April, the Scots aAually 
Scoaand. entered into repofleffion of Berwic. 
The Scots The fimilarity of charafter between Margaret 
Hln^"thc a^^ ^^^ queen-dowager of Scotland, drew the 
Iru^lldand ^o^ds of union between the two families ftill 
kiaqaceii. nearer; for they agreed that Edward, Henry's 
eldeft fon, who ftill kept the title of prince of 
Wales, fhould efpoufe the lady Margaret, the 
eldeft fifter of James. The flourifhing -ftate of 
Scotland, at this time, gave Margaret the moft 
fanguine hopes that they would terminate in 
the reftoration of her hufband ; but one of her 
chief dependences lay upon the earl of Angus. 
That nobleman, though a Douglas, had always 
been a friend to his country, and had oppofed 
the tyrannical proceedings of the head of his 
family, many of whofe eftates he now inherited; 
fo that he was undoubtedly the firft fubjeft of 
Scotland, both in power and popularity. I 
do not find he took any lead in civil affairs ; 
but being warden of the marches, he had done 
his country moft important fervices by his in- 

roads 
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roads upon England. He foon became an ob- a. d. 1452. 
jed of Margaret's attention ; and, by a charter 
which is ftill in poffeflion of the defcendants of 
the earFs family, " Henry, being affured of all ^wpoiitic 

* ' '-' aggrandize* 

the affiftance in the power of the earl to give mcntof the 
him, obliged himfelf to give to George earl of Angut, 
Angus and his heirs certain lands lying between- 
the rivers of Trent and Humber, to the value 
of two thoufand merks fterling of yearly rent ; 
to ereft thofe lands into a dukedom ; to make 
it lawful for the faid earl or duke to repair to 
the court of England^ or to the faid dukedom, 
as often as he pleafed, with a retinue of one 
hundred horfe in time of peace ; and in cafe of 
a war between the two kingdoms, to grant his 
protection to twenty-four armed men, who 
Ihould refide in the faid dukedom, and in the 
earl's name receive the rents and revenues of 
the fame/' The indenture, or agreement be- 
tween them, had feveral other claufes ; fuch as, 
" That the earl might make war againft the 
crown of England, at the defire and command 
of his more immediate fovereign, the king of 
Scotland, and fhould not be bound to anfwer 
in perfon to the parliament, or any other court 
of juftice, in England/' 

I could almoft venture to pronounce, that 
this was a private convention between Margaret 
and the earl, who might not be deftitute of 
family-ambition; and that the governors of 
Scotland, had they known of it, would have 

reraon- 
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A.D,i46i. remonftrated againft fo dangerous an aggraA^ ' 
dizement of a fubjcft, whatever his power^ 
merits, or fervices, might have been. This i^ ^' 
the more probable, as Hume, the hiftorian of 
the houfe of Douglas, and who is but a late 
writer, is the firft who mentions the agreement 
or charter, which he copied from the archives 
of the family. 
2?"^' . Henry the fixth, ever fince his arrival at 

«^.«n Edinburgh, had lodged in the fequeftered cloy- 
lixth and fters of the Grey Friars, where he had an op- 
miimi^!^ portunity of indulging his natural turn for 
devotion. His aftive queen, having fettled her 
afiairs in Scotland, fet fail for France, where 
flie had great dependence upon the intereft of 
her father, Rene of Anjou, king of Sicily. ' 
Ambailadors from Scotland then refided at the 
French court, and ftrongly enforced the foUici- 
tations of Margaret and her father. They were 
oppofed by agents from Edward ; and Lewis 
the eleventh, who then fat on the French 
throne, was a prince not to be fwayed by any 
confideration but that of intereft. He behaved, 
however, with the utmoft plaufibility to Mar- 
garet, tho' he dreaded coming to a direft breach 
with England. All flie could obtain from Lewis 
was a profufion of honours and complirtients, 
and a loan of twenty thoufand French livres, 
which Henry obliged himfelf either to repay in 
a year, or to give up Calais as foon as he was re- 
pofTeffed of his throne. Lewis intimated to her, 

at . 
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at the fame time, that though it was not con* a. d. 1461. 
venient for him to come to a breach with Eng- 
land, yet he would not be difpleafed if the duke 
of Brittany ihould befriend her ; and he con- 
nived at De Breze, the fenefchal of Normandy, 
and an excellent general, being fet at liberty to 
command the auxiliary troops that might be 
fent to her afliftance from France. De Breze 
(who is faid to have been in love with Marga- 
ret) readily accepted of this honour ; and fhe 
was fo far favoured by the duke of Brittany, 
that file obtained a promife of two thoufand 
men, who were to be fent to Scotland, or the 
North of England, under De Breze. 

The impenetrable charafter of Lewis the ele- from 
venth leaves us in the dark as to the reafons ^umh^* 
why Margaret was difap pointed in this aflif- Jl^tuSiT 
tance ; or whether the whole number of her 
auxiliaries did not embirk, and whether many 
of them were not driven back to France. It is 
certain that flie and her general met with a ter- 
rible ftorm in their paffage, and that thoy were 
attended by no more than three hundred fol- 
diers, when their fliips prefented themfelves be- 
fore Tinmouth-fort. She was in hopes there 
to be received on fliore, the ftorm ftill conti- 
nuing violent ; but the garrifon pointing their 
guns againft her little fleet, flie was forced again 
to put to fea, and her Ihips were difperfcd, 
She herfelf, with the prince her fon, who had 
attended her, >vere driven to Berwig; but the 

Vol. IV. m reft 
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A.V.S46U reft of her fliips, with De Breze, were rui^ 
a-ihore at Bamborough-caftle, where the crew!^ 
fet them on fire, and efcaped to Holy Ifland. 
There they were attacked by Sir llobert Ogle, 
an Englifh warden of the marches, and moft of 
them put to the fword ; but De Breze threw 
hlmfelf into Berwic, and was appointed gover- 
nor of the caftle of Alnwic, which was in Hen- 
ry's pofleflion, where I muft leave him to attend 
the other aflFairs of Scotland, 
p^jjj^^^ When Margaret took Clipping for FrancCj^ 

^^^ Edward was lying at York, with fome thoughts 
of invading Scotland; but he found that the 
borders had been fo well provided againft aix 
invafion by the earl of Angus, that he returned 
to England, and altered the whole fcheme of 
his operations againft Scotland. The forfeited 
earl of Douglas, his brother, the lord Balveny, 
and other gentlemen of their party, remained 
ftill in England ; and to them Edward applied 
for the means of giving the government of 
Scotland a diverfion at home. The jun<fhir6 
was favourable for his views. The Scots had 

v • • • ■ 

ipo longer a brave, aftive, king at thei;- head ; 
and all the wifdom of their government could 
not imprefs them with that awe and reverence, 
which the prefence of their two laft princes in- 
fpired. Diforders began in thofe parts of the 
Jdngdom that were the nioft remote from the 
feat of government ; for Allan, a younger fon of 
the houfe of Lorn, had feized upon the perfon 

and 
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tnd eftate of his elder brother. Allan was chaiP- a. p, 14^, 
tifed for this unnatural aft by Colin earl of Ar- 
gyle, who defeated and committed him t6 
prifon, where he died, but whether a violent 
or natural death, is uncertain. 

This was a prelude to ftill greater diftiirbances fomented Bf 

* ® ^ the earl of 

in other parts of the kingdom, and which were DougUii 
immediately connefted with Edward's views. 
The earl of Douglas and his party undertook to 
raife a rebellion in Scotland, by means of Do- 
nald earl of Rofs, who, at their infligation, and 
by their encouragement, renewed all his old. 
family-daims of independency within the Ifles. 
He accordingly furprifed the king's caftle of 
Invernefs, and levied contributions upon all 
the neighbouring country. His progrefs Was 
fo rapid, that when he marched into Atholi 
that earl (who was uncle to the king) and his 
countefs (the fame who was once the Fair Maid 
of Galloway, and countefs of Douglas) not 
thinking themfelves fafe within the walls of 
their caftle of Blair, took refuge within the 
chiurch of St. Bride, in hopes that the fanftity 
of the place would protect their perfons. Their 
example was followed by the chief inhabitants 
of the country, who went with their eflfeds to 
the fame fan<9:uary j but all was in vain; The 
Iflanders (who, at this time, can fcarcely be faid 
t6 have been Chriftians) put the churchmen to 
the fword, fired the church, and carried oflF the 
earl and countefs qf Athol, with a vaft booty, 

K 2 in 
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A*D.i46i. In their fliips to the ifland of Yla, before 'th« 
government, could mak^ any provifion to fup- 
prefs them* The earl of Rofs, having con:*- 
mitted his prifoners to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Clagg in that ifland, embarked on board his 
fleet, which confifted of fmall flight veflels, for 
a fecond expedition ; but mofl of his followers 
periftied by a fudden tempefl in the voyage, 
the earl himfelf efcaping to the caftle of Inver- 
nefs, where, according to Balfour's Manufcript 
Annals, being feized with a phrenzy, he was 
killed by an Irifli harper. Such of his followers 
as efcaped the fliipwreck, and returned to Yla, 
were fo ftruck with remorfe at the facrilege 
they had committed, that they not only re- 
placed the earl of Athol and his countefs in the 
church of St. Bride, but reftored all the plunder 
they had made, with additional prefent?, to the 
flirine of that holy virgin. 

Rebellion of ^^^ death of the earl of Rofs was far froip 
^c carl of difconcerting the Douglafles at the court of 
England. His fon John, the young earl of Rofs, 
was, at the tiwe of his father's death, at his 
caflile of Ardthomis, where he kept up a kind 
of fovereign ftate. Underflianding that Ed- 
ward was willing to renew with him all the 
engagements he had entered into with his fa- 
ther, he nominated his coufin, Donald (fomc 
call him Ranald) of thelfles, and Duncan, arch* 
deacon of the Ifles, to repair as his plenipoten-. 
tiaries to the court of England, there to con- 
clude 
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elude a treaty with that king. Edward did a. d. i 46** 
not think it below his dignity to appoint the 
bifhop of Durham and the earl of Winchefter 
as his commiffioners for this negociation, which 
was finifhed on the thirteenth of February, 
.1462. By this convention, " The faid John xi. P.4S6I 
earl of Rofs, Donald Balach, and John of the 
Ifles, fon and heir apparent of the faid Donald, 
with their vaffals and tenants, were obliged to 
become liegemen and fubjecls to king Edward 
and his heirs, at Whitfunday next; and ever 
after to be ready to ferve the faid king Edward 
with all their power in Scotland, or againft the 
Scots in Ireland, and all other his majefty's ene- 
mies in that country. King Edward, on the 
other hand, obliged himfelf to give to the earl 
of Rofs, during his life, a yearly penfion of an 
hundred merks fterling in times of peace, ^nd 
of two hundred pounds fterling in time of war.'^ 
It was farther agreed, " That in cafe the king 
of Scotland Ihould be conquered, in purfu- 
ance of thofe engagements, the earl of Rofs, 
Donald Balach, and their heirs, Ihouki have 
and hold of the crown of England, all the pof- 
feffions of the faid kingdom benorth the Scot- 
tifli fea ; and that the earl of Douglas fliould 
be reftored, upon the fame conditions, to his 
inheritance and poffeffions befouth the Scottilh 
fea. In fine, that if the two kings of England 
and Scotland fhould chance to agree to a trUce, 
or cefTation of arms, that the earl of Rofs, Do^ 

nald, 
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A.D. i4€2. hold, and John^ their lands and iflands, fliouid 
be comprehended in the fame.'' 

The reader may perceive, that one Donald 
Balach and his fon are mentioned in this treaty ; 
but all we know of them is, that they were 
perfons of great power and intereft in the Iflcs, 
and had been long intimately conneded with 
the earls of Rofs. Edward thought this coa-^ 
vention fo great an acquiiition, that he beftowed 
upon the earl of Douglas a yearly penfion of 
five hundred pounds, which was an hundred 
pounds more than he had allotted to his own 
brother, the duke of Gloucefter. 

Before we proceed, it is proper to take no- 
tice of the unpardonable inaccuracies of a late 
Englifli writer, who makes Margaret perform 
two journies to the court of France, to have 
received two fupplies of men and money, and 
to form two fieges of Alnwic when it was de* 
fended by de Brcze ; and all this in the fame 
page. What is ftill more unpardonable, the 
fame writer, upon the authority of a notorious 
romancer, makes the queen- dowager of Scot- 
land refign her honour to the duke of Somer- 
fet, who revealed the intrig\ie to the French 
king ; upon which fixe was fo much exafperated 
that £he employed aflaffins to murder him, fo 
that he never ventured himfelf again into Scot- 
land. I fliall not attempt to raife the indignation 
of the reader at this wanton ftab upon the cha^ 
rafter of an irreproachable princefs, who was^ 

at 
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^t this time, fpending the few remaining hours a.d, 1462. 
of her life in the cloifters of the coUegisUie 
church founded by herfelf. Without therefore 
farther attending either to the miftakes or ma- 
levolence of this writer, I fhall proceed in my 
hiftory. While de Breze was bravely defend- 
ing the caftle of Alnwic, Margaret and hep 
hufband, Henry, had affembled the face of an 
army, compofed of Scots and a few Englifh,, 
which entered Northumberland, in hopes of 
raifing an army in that country. The people, 
though well aflfefted to the houfe of Lancafter, 
being difcouraged by the poor appearance of 
her French auxiliaries, were extremely back- 
ward to rife in arms ; and Margaret's money 
being now all fpent, flie was obliged to pay 
her troops by the plunder of the country. Not- 
withftanding this complication of ni^isfortunes, 
flie aded with fuch fpirit, that fhe penetrated 
as far as the biihopric of Durham, and alarmed 
Edward fo much, that he iffued a commiffion 
to the lord IVJontague for arraying the northern 
jcounties againft her, intending himfelf to com- 
mand them. It is not to be difl'embled, not- 
withftanding the relations of the Scotch writqrs^ 
that their government became now cautious of 
involving their country into farther difficulties 
in fupport of Henry. They faw the French 
court, the only allies they could depend upon, 
backward in his caufe ; and the earl of Douglas 
had, no doubt, fo good intelligence from Scp^t-* 

land. 



72 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D.S456. land, that he informed Edward it was not af 
all now impraclicable to detach the Scots from 
the intereft of the houfe of Lancafter. Wc are 
not to blame the Scotch hiftorians for their ig- 
norance of this particular, becaufe they had no 
opportunity of confulting the Englifh records ; 
for it is certain, that in the lord Montague's 
commiflion, which is dated the firft of June, a 
claufe was inferted, impowering him to treat 
with the Scotch government ; and on the twelfth 
of the fame month a fafe-conducl was granted 
to fome of their chief nobility for that purpofe« 
Battle o( The lord Montague, willing to diftinguilh 

Sfttj dc himfelf before Edward fliould fupcrfcde him in 
*^**^ his command, w^as very affiduous in aiTembling 
his army. That of Margaret lay encamped 
near Durham, and was equally dctefted by 
friends as foes, on account of their indifcrimi- 
nate robberies. Montague advanced to that 
city, and from thence to Hedgly-Moor. The 
numbers of out-laws, who by this time joined 
her, had encouraged the duke of Somerfet, who 
had lately acknowledged Edward, to return 
to her party, together with Sir Ralph Piercy, 
who furprized the caftle of Bamborough, and 
held it for Henry's fervice. The lord Monta- 
gue engaged part of their troops at Hedgly- 
Moor, where their cowardice was fuch, that, 
notwithftanding their fuperiority of numbers, 
they fled and were defeated, the brave Sir Ralph 
Fiercy being killed in the field. The main bo- 

■dy 
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dy of Margaret's army were then encamped a. d. 146a. 
near Hexham, and the lord Montague, knowing 
that Edward was on the wing, that he might 
have the glory of finifliing the war in perfon, 
puihed forwards, forced the trenches of the 
Lancaftrians, whom he totally defeated, and 
made the duke of Somerfet, the lords Hunger- 
ford, Roos, Moulins, and other perfons of high 
diftinftion, prifoners. The duke of Somerfet's 
head was immediately flruck off at Hexham, 
and the other chiefs of the party were, a few 
days after, executed at Newcaftle. This was 
the eighth general battle that had been fought 
between the houfes of York and Lancafter. As 
to Henry himfelf, being mounted on a fwift 
horfe, he fled towards Lancashire ; but he was 
fo clofely purfued, that one of his gentlemen- 
waiters (called in thofe days henchemen) was 
taken with his cap of ftate, which was after- 
wards prefented to Edward at York. 

I ihall not enter as an advocate on either fide The French 
of the queftion, how far the behaviour of the render* 
Scotch government was, or was not, at thisi 
time, juftifiable towards Margaret. The earl 
of Angus, when the battle of Hexham was 
fought, was certainly at the head of thirteen 
thoufand men, all of them excellent troops ; but 
he was watched by a fuperior army under the 
earl of Warwic, who ftill lay before Alnwic. 
That place had been bravely defended by de 
Breze, or his fon, or both, upon whofe faith. 

Vol. IV. L and 
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A. D. 14^. and that of Margaret, the Sc >tch government 
had long expected confiderable reinforcements 
^from France. Thofe failing, and the Lancas- 
trian caufe being now defperate, the young 
king's minifters thought they could not be an- 
fwejrable to their country, Ihould they continue 
a lofing war, efpecially as they confidered them* 
felves free from their engagements with Marga* 
ret, by her not fulfilling thofe Ihe had entered 
into on the part of her hufband. From thi$ 
fiate of a£Fairs, which is confirmed by records* 
and from the negociation Which was depend- 
ing, if not concluded, it is not furpriziog that 
the e^rls of Angus and Warwic were cool in 
their operations againft each other. Add to 
this, that the Scotch miniftry could not be ig« 
• norant that a truce was on the point of being 
concluded between France and England. The 
liege of Alnwic ftiH continued, but fo faintly^ 
that when Angus prefented his army before 
the place, the French garrifon marched out of 
it without oppofition from the earl of Warwic* 
who immediately entered it. 
X463* The conimifiioners appointed for treating 

xir^'510'. with Edward, on the part of Scotland, were 
with*E?g- the bilhops of St. Andrew's and Glafgow, the 
**"'*' abbot of Holy-rood houfe, Mr. James Lindiay* 

keeper of the privy-feal, Colin earl of Argyle, 
James lord Livingfton, James lord Hamilton* 
William lord Borthwic, Robert lord Boyd, and 
Sir Alexander Boyd. The negociation conti- 
nued 
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nued fame time in dependence^ probably till a.d,i463, 
the Scotch minifters Were fully informed, by 
the Biediation of the duke of Burgundy, that a 
truce had been concluded between the French 
and Edward at St, OrocrV A treaty was then 
£tniihed on the fifth of December in the fol- 
Icming terms : « Firft^ Thai it Ihould laft from 
the ixteenth day of December by land and freih 
water, to the laft day of October next coming; 
and fboHL the firfr day of February next, till 
the fame laft day of Oftober by fea. Secondly, 
That lames king of Scotland ihould give no 
ailiftancc to Henry, late catling hinrfelf king of 
England, Margaret his wife, Edward his fbn, 
Henry Stanford, late duke of Sdmerfet, Tho- 
mas late lo^rd Roos, Robert late lord Hunger- 
ford, Sir Ralph Gray, Sir Richard Tunftall, 
nor to any other of the traitors or rebels to Ed- 
ward king of England ; thlt he fiiould not pro- 
tecl them^ or any of them, within his domi- 
nions longer than he is obliged to do by his 
fafe-conducl already granted to them; and that' 
he ihould not grant another fafe-conduA during 
the abftitfience or truce. Thirdly, That in the 
like matnner Edward king of England fliould 
give no countenance nor protection to any 
traitor^ or rebels to king James; and that he 
Ihould grant no fafe-condufts to any of them, 
other thari are already granted. Fourthly, 
That in regard James earl of Doitglas was be- 
come liegeman to king Edward, he, and fuch 

L2 other 
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A.D. 1463. other Scotfinen as are or may become his fab* 
jefts or liegemen, fliould enjoy the benefit o£ 
the truce. Fifthly, That if Henry, late called 
king of England} Margaret his wife, Edward his 
fon, or any others their adherents, have or (hall 
put themfelves in the obeifance of, or become 
liegemen to the faid king James, they ihould^ 
in that cafe, have the benefit of the truce, as all 
others his liegemen/' 
Wftrcffes of The reader may perceive, that in this treaty 
«x^h^of ^ no mention is made of the earl of Rofs and Do- 
* * nald Balach ; from whence we may conclude, 
either that the engagements they had entered 
into with Edward were unknown to the Scotch 
government at that time, or that the latter, 
rather than multiply difputes, agreed that they 
ihould be comprehended under the third arti- 
cle ; and in this perhaps they did wifely. I per- 
ceive that the earl of Douglas, foon after the 
conclufion of this treaty, was appointed by Ed- 
ward governor of Carrickfergus in Ireland, a 
poft extremely well calculated for him, as the 
greateft part of that country had been peopled 
from Scotland. The treaty, however, muft 
have been mortifying to Henry, infenfible as he 
was of worldly grandeur. Having efcaped to 
Lancafter, after the battle of Hexham, a firfe- 
conduA had been fent him to repair to Scot- 
land, and he reached Edinburgh in difguife; 
but his way of living was fo reclufe, that wc 
know nothing nK>re of it, than that it was fpent 

in 
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In falling and prayer. His petfon remained fa.; a,d,i46j- 
cred till the expiration of the fafe-condud, and 
then his fituation muft have been truly humi- 
liating. His proteftion could not be renewedj 
and to bow, to another prince, a head which had 
been cncircle4 by the two brighteft diadems 
in Europe, muft haye been worfc than death, 
even to Henry. This indolenf; prince, however, 
made not the leaft provifion for zn afylum 
upon the continent, where many ftates were 
at liberty to have received him; but iinder- 
ftanding that his fafe-condudw^s on the point 
of. expiring, he- took the refolution of flying 
difguifed ^ intp^ England. He accordingly fet 
out, attended only by three ecclefiaftics, and 
had reached Waddington-hall in Lancafhire, 
where his perfon was feized by James Harring- 
ton, who was rewarded with feveral confider- 
able forfeited eftates for that fcrvice* His treat- 
ment, during his captivity, is a full proof that 
civil rancour can root from the heart of man 
not only every noble, but every humane, fenti- 
ment This prince, who had 411ed the throne 
of England for fix and thirty years, was con- 
ducted through a country, which was once his 
own, like the nioft common malefaftor, with 
his legs tied. under the belly of the horfe on 
which he was placed. In this condition he was 
feen, reproached, and infulted, by the earl of 
Warwic, the greateft nobleman and hero that 
England then contained, and conducted to his 

capital. 
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A. D. 1463. capital, loaded with the abufes of ruffians hired 

for that purpofe. 
and of his The fate of Margaret, after the battle oiF 
qiusM Mar- Hcxham, is extremely touching, as related bjr 
Monftrelet, and fhews her to have been aa im* 
provident through preforaption, as her hufband 
was through piety. So far was flie from mak- 
ing any difpofitions for her own or her fon's- 
fafety, in cafe of a defeat, that, when it hap- 
pened, ihe fled out of the field, and wandered 
through woods and wilds (with which the 
neighbouring country was furrounded) for 
lafety, dreflcd, as flie was, in fplendid apparel 
and rich jewels. She was perceived by certain 
out-laws, or, as I am rather inclined to believe, 
fugitives from the battle, who ftripped her of 
her jewels ; and while they were quarrelling 
about the partition of the plunder, flie took 
that opportunity of efcaping with her fon into 
a thicker part of the foreft ; and while both were 
fainting with wearinefs, another out-law pre- 
fented. Neither her dignity nor prefence of 
mind failed her on the occafion. She refleded,^ 
that perhaps thofe out-laws were fuffering for 
her hulband's fake ; and leading the prince ijp^ 
to^ the fuppofcd robber, " Here, friend, faid flie, 
feve the fon of your king." Her conjeftures 
proved true. The fplendor of her habit and 
her perfon, equally beautiful as majeftic, con- 
vinced the robber that flie was the queen. He 
fell en his knees, and taking the prince in one 

hand. 
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hand^ and fupporting the queen witK the other, a, a x46^ 
he conduced her firfl to a place of reft, and then 
of fafety, on the borders of the foreft, till he 
found an opportunity of procuring for her a 
ihip which carried her to Sluys in Holland. 
This year is marked by the death of the ^*** ^ 

' ^ the queeow 

queen-mother of Scotland, to whofe fpirit and motiicr. 
prudence that kingdom owed the greateft obli* 
gations. She had ordered by her will, that 
her fecond fon, the duke of Albany, fhoiild be 
fent to receive his education at the .court of 
Guelders. A fafe-conduct was accordingly ob- 
tained from Edward for the duke (who in the 
record is termed prince of the Scots, duke of 
Albany, earl of March, lord of Anmdale and 
Marr) and two hundred fervants, who were to 
attend him to the parts beyond fea* The Scotch 
commiiSoners were then negociating at York 
with the lord Montague ; and, in violation of 
the fafe^condud, the young prince am} hi3 re- 
tinue were made prifoners^at fea by the Engliflu 
This capture was refented, in very high terms, 
by the government of Scotland ; and their com- fpmtofUK 
miifioners were jinftruded to infift upon the ^wui^ 
duke's /being fet at liberty, or to break off the 
negociation. Old biihop Kennedy is faid to 
have been the author of thofe inftructions, which 
were immediately complied with on the part of 
the Engliih ; and Balfour fays, that along with mss« 
the infiru&ions was fent a herald* with orders 

to 
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A. D. 14^4. to declare war againft England, if the prince 

was not inftantly fct at liberty. 
Internal Nothing Hiore remarkable happened in Scot- 

5°sS^^ land during the remainder of this year, which 
'■^ the Scots feem to have employed in cultivating 

the arts of peace. Bifhop Kennedy built St. Sal- 
vador's college in St. Andrew's, and endowed 
it with noble revenues and rich ornaments. He 
likewife built a fliip, which he called the Bi- 
fhop's Barge, reckoned then the largeft and fineft 
in Chrifteridom ; and in thofe and other public 
Works, he is faid by Lindfay to have laid out 
no lefs than thirty thoufand pounds fterling, 
amounting to above four hundred and fifty 
thoufand at preCent ; a fum which no ecclefiaftic 
in Europe perhaps, at that time, but himfelf 
could have commanded. As he always main- 
tained the dignity of his rank and birth, which 
was royal, and as I can find no emoluments he 
enjoyed from the ft ate, it will be difficult to 
account how he could amafs fo amazing a fum, 
otherwife than by fuppofing, as was common 
with the great ecclefiaftics of thofe times, that 
he was deeply engaged in commerce, for which 
purpofe he undoubtedly built his fine fliip. The 
rage of the reformers, who demoliflied and 
plundered his noble foundations (for Lindfay 
fays, that he built a curious and coftly lair or 
tomb for himfelf within his college) has de- 
prived us of an opportunity of obtaining ocular 

dc- 
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demonftration of his magnificence; but by the A*i>'>46s. 
few wrecks of information which can be picked 
up at this day, Lindfay's report is not exagge- 
rated. Nothing particular is recorded as hav-' 
ing happened in Scotland during the year 1465, 
but fome inefFeftual negociations with England. 
Edward the fourth would willingly have con- 
cluded a definitive treaty, and have entered 
into the moft intimate connections with Scot- 
land. Under pretencie of prolonging the truce, 
the minifters of both kingdoms had frequent 
opportunities of nleeting this . year ; and the 
friendlhip of Scotland became fq feriou^ an ob- 
jed at the court of Engl&nd, that the attendants 
upon Edward, who ^as yet unmarried, propofed 
a match between him and the lady Margaret, 
fitter to James. Edward fliewed no reluftance 
to the match, but had private reafons for de- 
clining it, being deeply in love with, if not 
married to, Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John 
Gray. At laft, his managemeilt was fuch, that 
an objection was ftarted in his oWn council, 
that the princefs had been already betrothed to 
the prince of Wales, fon of Henry the fixth ; 
and this confideration fet afide the propofal. 
This did not prevent Edward propojSng a match 
between young James and any Englifti lady 
whom his counfellors could agree on ; and lil^e- 
wife feveral intermarriages between the illuf^ 
trious fubjefts of both kingdoms. The Scotch 
nobility were too much under the influence of 
Vol. I^. M France 
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A.D. 1465. France to be fond of encouraging fuch matches.; 
but, in the mean while, the truce between the 
two kingdoms was prolonged to the laft of Oc- 
tober 1 5 19; a term fo diftant, that it was eafy 
to forefee it muft be interrupted. 

Death of ^'^^ excellent bifhop Kennedy, who, during 

wftop Km- |.j^g i^^^ ^^^ ^jjg prefent reign, may be confi- 

dered as the guardian genius of Scotland, was 
ftill alive, but fo far advanced in years, that 
his authority, and the wife regulations he had 
eftabliflied, fupplied his more active faculties ; 
and the public ftill enjoyed a profperous tran- 
quillity. The intriguing fpirits at court began 
to form plans which were to be executed at his 
death, which happened, in a venerable old age^ 
on the tenth of May 1466. To thecharafter I 
have already given him let me add, that he is 
praifed by Buchanan, both as to his perfonal 
and political virtues, with encomiums that ra- 
ther fuit the pen of a popifh votary, than that 
of an inveterate leader of the oppofite fide. He 
is followed by bifhop Spotfwood; and, upon the 
whole, he may be faid to have been one of the 
wifeft men and worthieft prelates that ever Scot- 
land bred ; but I {hall have occafion to mention 
him again in the ecclefiaftical part of this hiflory. 
Education James, at this time, fliewed promifing dif- 
•fjamci, politions, and, while bifhop Kennedy lived, 
excellent care was taken of his education. The 
chief nobleman about his perfon was Robert 
lord Boyd, who had been originally one of his 

tutors. 
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tutors, the head of a flourifhing family, and a.d«i46^. 
xnafter of an opulent fortufie in the weft of 
Scotland. His two fons, Thomas and Robert^' 
were youths of great expeftation ; but his bro* 
ther, Alexander, was looked upon as one of 
the moft accomplifhed knights and courtiers of 
the age. This gentleman had been preferred, 
by the intercft of his brother, to be the king's 
inftrudor in all polite ana military exercifes 
that were known in that a^e ; and they had, 
before the death of bifhop Kennedy, *laid a 
plan for engrofling to themfelves the pcrfon 
and authority of their young mafter, who was 
now twelve years of age. The old lord Ken- 
nedy, eld«r brother to the biihop, was ftill 
alive, and was aflifted by his eldeft fon, John, 
in having a watchful eye over the condud of 
the Boyds, which they began to fufped. They 
were out-witted by Sir Alexander Boyd, who 
iconfulting the opening genius of his pupil^ 
found that he was difgufted with the feverity 
of the Kennedies, and the pedantic manner (as 
Sir Alexander called it) in which he was treat* 
ed, at a time of life when he ought to be afiiftf 
ing, if not prefiding, at his council-board^ 
James was then at Linlithgow, and the Boyds 
having moulded him entirely to their own 
wifbes, it was agreed, that he fliould make his 
efcape to Edinburgh, from the tuition of the 
Kennedies. Though our hiftorians in general 
have negleded mentioning the fad, yet it is 

M 2 cer- 
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A.D.14M. certain, that, before this time, the council it- 
felf was divided; for it appears, by the fen- 
tence which afterwards pafTed upon the Boyds, 
that the king, when he was but twelve years 
of age, was forced out of the Exchequer- cham« 
ber at Linlithgow, and obliged to remove from 
his prefence thofe who were appointed by the 
ftates to wait upon him. Thofe indecent brawls 
at the council-board divided the miniftry about 
the king's perfon ; fo that it was eafy for the 
Kennedies to difcover the pretended hunting* 
match to be in faft a game of ftate. The Boyds 
had fummoned their friends, particularly Adam 
Hepburn lord Hales, John lord Somerville, and 
Sir Andrew Car of Cesford, to attend, early in 
the morning, on the grounds where they wer^ 
to receive the king at the pretended hunting- 
match. They were watched by the old lord 
Kennedy, who, prefuming too much on his 
age and authority, fuddenly rode up, and laid 
his hand upon the king's horfe's bridle, juft as 
he was ftriking into the road that leads to Edin- 
burgh, befeeching him to beware of his guides, 
who were guilty of treafon (as undoubtedly 
they were) in thus carrying him away. The 

whofe q\^ jnan was anfwered by Sir Alexander Boyd 

perfon is i t • 

fnatchcd with abufivc words, and a wound he gave him 
lord Kea- on the head with his hunting-ftaflF; and then ' 
^* the company proceeded to Edinburgh with 

their royal prey. 

Thif 
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This daring aft of treafon, againft recent fta- p[^^^^^^ 
tutes, proves the misfortunes of a minority in <>* p»ri»*- 
a divided ftate, juft after it had exchanged its 
feudal fetters for civil regulations. The Boyds, 
trufting to their poffeffing the king's perfon, 
made no doubt of obtaining from parliament 
an indemnification for the treafon they had 
committed ; and, in the wantonnefs of infult, 
they fent to the lord Kennedy a monkey, as a 
pupil more proper for him than a monarch. 
That they might be perfedly fecure, they made 
ufe of the^-king's name in fummoning a parlia- 
ment to meet at Edinburgh on the ninth of 
OAober, well knowing that none durft appear 
there who would oppofe their proceedings. 
The affembly being met, the lord Boyd fell 
upon his knees, and, in a long fludied harangue, 
endeavoured to clear himfelf from all* the 
charges that could be urged againft him, for 

having relieved the king from the thraldom 

_ ,1 

he had fufFered under the Kennedies at Lin- 
lithgow; and ended by befeeching James to 
explain himfelf on that head. The young 
prince, as he had been leffoned, confirmed all 
that Boyd had faid, declaring that their having 
refcued him from the Kennedies was the moft 
agreeable fervice that could have been per- 
formed to his crown and perfon. This decla- 
ration was recorded in the books of parliament, 
and an exemplification of it given under the 
:broad-feal to the lord Boyd, by way of pardon 

for 
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A. D. 1466. for what he had done. Boyd had all the gennis 
and ambition, but at the fame time all the pride 
and infolence, of a firft minifter ; and his pro* 
jeds, at this time, were equally bold and ex* 
tenfive. He had already in his eye a match 
for his young mailer, and he had even men* 
tioned it in parliament The lady was the 
princefs Margaret, daughter to king Chriftiem 
of Denmark, between which kingdom and 
Scotland a long intricate account lay open, ia 
confequence of the ceflion of the Orkney and 
Shetland iflands, which renders fome retrofpeft 
on that head here neceflary. 
Yd. II. I have already mentioned the ceflion which 

Ncgocia- Magnus the fourth, king of Norway, made o£ 
DeiL-nark. the Ebudsc iflands to Alexander the third of 
Scotland. That treaty was afterwards twice 
ratified, firft in 1312, by Robert the firft and 
Haquin the fifth; and afterwards in 1426, by 
James the firft and Eric king of Pomerania» 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. The reader 
jj^ may remember the obfervations I made upoA 
this tribute (for fo it muft be confidered) and 
which the Scots of thofe days looked upon as 
difgraccful to their crown. Between the time of 
the treaty and the prefent year it had commonly 
gone by the name of the Annual of Norway ; 
but the kings of Denmark, who were at the 
fame time kings of Norway, had always kept 
the full and entire pofTeflion of the northern 
iflands of Orkney and Shetland, to the great 

mor- 
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mortification of the Scots, as they had a notion ^ ^» ^^ 
that they formed part of the Pi6tiih dominions^ 
to which they had fucceeded. It is remarka-* 
ble, that the Ebudae, which had been ceded 
to Alexander the third, were the fources from 
whence the earls of Rofe and their predeceffors, 
lords of the Ifles, had drawn all the Barbarians^ 
who had fo often invaded Scotland, and who 
had rendered their matters fo confiderable a$ 
to become allies to the king of England, as if 
they had beea independent princes. I cannot^ 
however, perceive, that the kings of Scotland 
had ever made the leaft conceiBon that could 
encourage fuch an opinion of independency^ 
Among a race of people, ignorant of letters, 
and devoted to the will of their fuperiors, fuch 
claims are foon believed, and eafily eftabliihed. 

While the iflands of Orkney and Shetland 
remained under the dired: dominion of the 
kings of Denmark, the latter generally em- 
ployed fome nobleman of great iptereft, on the 
adjacent continent of Scotland, to be their de- 
puties, on account of their difiance from their 
own dominions, and to protef): them from the 
incurfions of the Highlanders and other ifland** 
ers. This government was generally conferred 
upon ibme baron or nobleman of the name of 
Sinclair. The laft who had been entrufted with 
it was Sinclair of Rofliii ; and as diftant provin- 
ces commonly become, in fome meafure, the 
properties of the governors, we are told, that 

about ' 
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A. D. 1466. about the year 1379, Sinclair was declared earl 
of Orkney, after acknowledging himfelf to have 
taken an oath of allegiance to Haquin. The 
terms upon which he was to hold his govern- 
ment have been tranfmitted to us from an origi- 

Terfaus. ^^^ charter by a Danifli hiftorian ; and as they 
are not only intimately connected with thishif- 
tory, but a great curiofity in themfelves, I fhall 
prefent them to my reader. 

** Firft, to be ready to ferve the faid king, 
his heirs and fuccefTors, with an hundred good 
men well armed, as often as he fhould be re- 
quired, upon three months advertifement, pro- 
vided that the king would maintain them 
at his own charge, as foon as they fhould come 
to his prefence. Secondly, To defend the ifles 
of Orkney and Shetland, in cafe of their being 
attacked by any foreign power, not only with 
the forces that could be raifed within thefe 
iflands, but alfo with the whole ftrength of his 
other friends and fervants, whofe affiftance he 
alfo promifed to afford, in cafe the king of Nor^ 
way ihould think lit to attack any foreign ftate 
or kingdom. Thirdly, Not to impignorate or 
alienate any part of the faid iflands, nor to build 
cafllcs or fortreffes within them, without the 
exprefs confent of the king. Fourthly, To pro- 
ted and maintain the inhabitants thereof in all 
their juft rights, laws and liberties. Fifthly, 
To be fubjecl to the laws of Norway, and to 
attend upon the perfon of the faid king, when 

required 
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required either to give him counfel in general a. d. 1466, 
affemblies, or to affift him in his wars. Sixthly, 
To enter into no private compaft or bond with 
the bifliop of Orkney, without confent of the 
king ; and to be affifting to the king in oppofi- 
tion to the bifliop, if need be. Seventhly, That 
the faid earldom and government fhould revert 
into the hands of the faid king and his heirs, in 
cafe the faid earl of Orkney Ihould chance to die 
without heirs male of his own body ; and that 
his children, though heirs male, Ihould not 
enter upon the fucceflion without the confent 
and good will of the faid king. Eighthly, To 
pay to the faid king in Tunifbery, at the feaft 
of Martinmas next, the fum of one thoufand 
nobles of gold, Englifli money. Laftly, To 
prevail with his coufins Malifius Sperre, and Alex- 
ander de Leard, to give up all their pretenfions 
to the faid earldom and ifles." 

This earl of Orkney undoubtedly was a na- 
tive and fubjecl of Scotland, and therefore the 
whole of this tranfaclion was repugnant to the 
principles of all civil government. William 
bifliop of St. Andrew's, Walter bifliop of Glas- 
gow, William earl of Douglas, George earl of 
JMarch, Patric de Hepburn, Alexander de Hali-, 
burton, George de Abernethy, William de 
Ramfay, Robert de Dalziel, and John de Ed- 
mondfton, knights, were guarantees, or cau- 
tioners, on the part of the earl of Orkney, for 
performance pf the agreement, whifh was 
;\ Vol. IV. N figned 
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A. D. 1466. figned atMarftrand the fecond of Auguft 137^ 
It was agreed, at the fame time, that Sir Wil- 
liam Donald, or Mac Donald, Malifius Sperrc, 
David Crichton, and others, fhould remain ia 
Nomi'ay as hoftagcs for the due performance of 
Torfatui. the terms. We are told, that when Eric of 
Pomerania was recognized as the lawful heir 
of the kingdom of Norway, Henry Sinclair, 
as the firft temporal peer of the kingdom, 
figned the recognition. Three years after, the 
earl killed Malifius Sperre, and feven others, by 
which he probably loft his government, which 
was then divided into two. That of Shetland 
was given, in 141 8, to John Sinclair, and that 
of Orkney to Thomas de Tholach, or TuUoch, 
its bifhop. He refigned it, however, next year 
to David Meyner (or Mcnzies) of Weem (dc 
Wimo) who took an oath of fidelity and office 
to Eric and Philippa, king and queen of Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway ; and biihop Tul- 
loch, with Walter Frafer, were his fureties. 
Upon the reftoration of James the firft to bis 
crown, a confiderable arrear of the annual of 
Norway was due to his Danifli mstjefty ; and, 
as I have related in the life of that prince, James 
fent an embafly to Denmark, who not only fet- 
tled the payment of the debt, but renewed all 
former conventions on that head between the 
two crowns. The good correfpondence be- 
tween the courts of Scotland and Denmark, in 
1434, rcftored the earl of Orkney to the go- 
vernment 
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vernment of thofe iflands, but not before he a.d. 146^ 
had agreed to accept of it upon the fame terms 
as his grandfather, Henry, had held it before, 
and to demoliih a fortrefs which that noble- 
man had built without the confent of the king 
of Denmark. The cautioners for this earl were, 
Henry bifhop of Aberdeen, Robert bifhop of 
Caithnefs, Archibald earl of Douglas, William 
earl of Angus, George earl of March, William 
Cork and Alexander Ramfay, knights, John 
Sinclair and Andrew Keith, efquires. The hof- ' 
tages were, Thomas Sinclair, David Muntore, 
Alan Beton, Alexander Brown, Robert Beny, 
and John Harold, efquires. 

No fooner was this nobleman reinftated in Thcdif- 
the government which had belonged to his an- i7ween 
ceftors, than he obtained an order from Eric,. Md^^und 
addreffed to the bilhop of Orkney and other S^^'J^^j^ 
clergymen, to enquire into the earl's heredi- ^^8» 
tary right to the fame. Their report feems to 
have been moftly founded upon tradition ; and 
not being immediately connected with this hif- 
tory, I omit the particulars, many of which 
are improbable, and irreconcileablc with th^ 
truth of hiftory. Upon the acceffion of Chrif- 
tiern the firft to the crowns of Denmark and 
Norway, this fame earl, William, was flill go- 
vernor of Orkney. By this time, the arrears 
of the annual of Norway amounted to forty- 
three thoufand merks, including the penalties 
for non-payme&ti which Chriiliern demanded 

N 3 with 
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A.D. 1466. with fome roughnefs from James tlie fecond ; 
and it is certain that he authorifed fome hof- 
tilities on that account. Both parties agreed 
to refer their differences to Charles king of 
France ; and a congrefs for that effect was ac- 
tually appointed to be held by the minifters of 
the two crowns in 1457. In the mean while, 
the Scots had landed upon one of the iflands of 
Orkney, from whence they carried off a rich 
Danifli fliip with all her crew, and Biorn, the 
governor of the ifland. Chriftiern, who was 
one of the moft powerful and fpirited princes 
that had ever reigned in the North, and mafter 
of the crowns of Denmark, Sweden, and Nor- 
way, complained to the French king (who was 
to be umpire between him and the Scots) of 

' this hoftility, and refufed to fend his plenipo- 

tentiaries to Paris, till he knew upon what foot- 
ing he flood with that people. Charles pro- 
bably reprefented the hoftility as a private aft 
of reprifals ; and in 1460 the congrefs was held, 
under the fole mediation of the French king. 
The ambaffadors on the part of Denmark were, 
Canute bifliop of Viburgen, and Mr. Daniel 
Kiepkend, a canon and chancellor of Denmark; 
thofe for Scotland were, John de Monizon "^, 

i 

I 

* This method of negociating by foreigners has always bcefi 
veiy common, and continues to this day. Conveniency or fru- 
gality might have prevailed upon the Scots to have left the choice 
of their plenipotentiaries to Charles and his council, who feem 
indeed previoufly to hav? planned not only the congrefs but itj 
CJonclufioa, - . . 

Seigneur 
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Seigneur de Congreffault, and Fuliard, a cap- a. d. 1466. 
tain of "the Scotch guards. Some difpute hap- 
pened about exhibiting the original treaty, 
which the Danes pretended they had, but that 
they had brought with them only a duplicate, 
which was fufficient. The Scots frankly ac- 
knowledged that they were poffeffed of no 
original, but that the bifhop of St. Andrew's, 
who had fallen ill on his journey to the French 
court, had their duplicate. The truth is, nei-: 
ther party feem to have been in poffeffion either 
of the original or an authentic copy of this: 
treaty. The French king (who no doubt ex- 
pefted this difficulty would be ftarted) very 
properly obferved, that as this original was 
not producible, there was an end of the nego- 
ciation on that footing, as nothing could be 
determined upon evidences that were merely 
conjeftural. He intimated, at the fame time, 
that he thought an agreeable method might be 
found to terminate all differences between tlie 
crowns of Scotland and Denmark, by a mar- .^hey 



tCf- 



riage of Margaret, Chriftiern's daughter, with ""'^^^^ "* • 



marriage 
en 
and 



the prince royal of Scotland. The Scotch between 

^ ' James an 

plenipotentiaries (who no doubt were inftrucled f^« king of 
beforehand) feemed pleafed with this propo- daughter. 
fal, but infifted upon three preliminary articles, 
to ferve as the bafis of any future negociation 
on that head. One was the entire abolition 
of the annual of Norway ; the fecond the re- 
uniting the Orkney and Shetland iflands to the 

crowa 
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A. D. 1466. crown of Scotland for ever; and the third, that 
€hrifiiern fhould advance with his danghter 
in hundred thoufand crowns in ready money^ 
that ihe might be in a condition to appear witb 
a fplendor equal to her quality. The Daniih 
anvbafladors iaid they had no infiructions od. 
that head, but that they would acquaint their 
mailer with the propofal. 

During the congrefs, news came of the un- 
timely death of James the fecond ; but Charles^ 
as the fole referee of the differences between 
Scotland and Denmark, by the unanimous^ 
advice of his council, gave his opinion, that it 
was neceflary a truce fhould be concluded be-* 
tween the two crowns, during the dependency 
of the negotiation. Though this was delay^ 
at the acceilion of the young king, yet the Scots 
in general looked upon the marriage between 
their young king and the princefs of Denmark 
as a very delirable event ; nor were their hopes 
difcouraged by the Boyds, though they had 
their ends in protra£iing it. 
Creatnefi of Authors are not agreed, nor is it very ma« 
fuuS^ terial, under what defignation the lord Boyd» 
at this time, aded (which he certainly did) as 
fole minifier of Scotland. He was what the 
earl of Douglas had been in the late reign, but 
he affefted more moderation. He fuffered the 
parliament to appoint a committee (of which 
himfelf was at the head) for managing the chief 
affairs of the nation, particularly the king's mar^ 

riagq, 



OF SCOT LAN D. ^s 

riagc, and that of his fitter, the lady Margaret; a. d, 1467. 

the education of the duke of Albany^ and the 

carl of Marj and the Annual of Norway, by 

which is meant the treaty with Denmark. It 

was previoufly ordained by parliament^ that no 

more than a third part of the king's rents of 

aflife, that is, of his lands and cuflioms, &ould 

be afligncd to the queen for her tierce or dowry^ 

Before any final conclufion was made concern- 

ing the king's marriage, the,minifter refolved, 

if pofiible, to raife his family to a height that 

might bid defiance to all his adv.erfaries, by pro«* 

curing a marriage between the king's fifter^ 

the princefs Margaret, and his own ^defi: fon, 

Thomas Boyd, a. youth of the moft pcomifijog 

parts. The match was accordingly concluded* 

and the marriage celebrated ; and, to render 

the bridegroom more worthy of his illufiriou^ 

fortune, the title of earl of Arran was added to 

his honours, and the iiland itfelf to his eftate. 

Had it not been for this imprudent match, the 

Boyds might have remained in power much 

longer than they did ; but all parties now joined 

the Kennedies againft them, and Buchanan has 

been very induftrious in giving us the heads of 

the public talk concerning the bad policy of fo 

prepofterous a marriage. 

The minifter having fecured this great point i4f«. 
to his family, and, as he imagined, lafety to ja^*** 
himfelf, refumed the negociation for the mar« 

Tiage Qf bi3 mailer, who was then but fourteen 

years 
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A. D. 1463. years of age. Chriftiern, who fe^ms to have 
been impatient to have it concluded, had made 
repeated inftances to James for the payment of 
his arrears. The young prince anfwered him 
by a letter, that he was ambitious of nothing 
more than encreafing the trade and welfare of 
both kingdoms, by continuing the good cor- 
refpondence that had always fubfifted between 
their anceftors ; that he did not perceive the 
fubfidy demanded to have been paid, either by 
his father or grandfather; and he had as yet 
too little experience in afFairs of government, 
to be able to inform himfelf as to the juftice 
of the demand. He propofed, however, to 
adjuft every thing upon an amicable footing, 
and for thatpurpofe to fend ambaffadors to Den- 
mark, who fliould be furnifhed with powers 
to conclude an unalterable friendfliip between 
the two nations. He accordingly granted a 
plenipotentiary power and commiffion, dated 
at Edinburgh the tM^enty-eighth of July, to 
Andrew biftiop of Glafgow, William bifhop of 
Orkney, Andrew lord Evandale, his chancel- 
lor, Thomas Boyd, earl of Arran, his coufin, 
.and counfellors ; Mr. Martin Waf^, his almoner 
and confeffor ; Gilbert de Rerich, archdeacon 
of Glafgow ; David Crichton of Cranfton, and 
John Schaw of Haly, his armour-bearers. They 
were furnifhed with two commiffions, which 
feem to have been made out on account of the 
great difficulties attending the perpetual ceffion 

of 



F S CO T L A N D* ^7 

of the ifles of Orkney and Shetland to the A.D.146S, 
cf own of Scotland, which Chriftiern abfolutely 
refufed to grant. 

■ By the firft cOmmifBon they were impowered 
to Vifit the empire of Germany, the kingdoms 
of France, England, Spain, and Denmark; the 
dukedoms of Burgundy, Brittany, Savoy, and 
other European countries, for 1 fuitable match 
to their young mailer. This was indeed a ri* 
diculous commiffion, but it is far from being 
unexampled in the hiftories of other countries, 
even after this time ; and perhaps, by an over* 
refinement in politics, it was meant only to ac- 
celerate the conclufion of the Danifli match ; 
for by the fecond commiffion they were ordered 
to repair to the court of king Chriftiern, and 
to treat of a marriage betM^'een their mafter and ' 
the Danifli princefs, Margaret 

It was the beginning of September before 
the commiffioners reached the Danifli court, 
where the marriage was agreed to on the fol* 
lowing terms. « Fk*, That die Annual of 
Nbrwa?Ji^ 'fliould be for ever remitted and extin- 
gulflied. .Secondly, That king Chriftiern ftiould 
^Jvb flxty thoufand florins of gold f6r his 
daughter^« portion, whereof ten thoufand fliould 
bepaid before her departure fromDenmark; and 
thkt th^iflands of Orkriey fliould be niadeoverto 
the crown of Scotland by way of pledge for fecu* 
rity of the remainder, with this exprefs provifd, 
that they fliould retttrn to that of Norway af- 

Vol. IV. O ter , 
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A.D. 146^. tet complete payment of the whole fum. Third* 
iy. That king James fhould, in cafe of his dy- 
ing before the faid Margaret his fpoufe, leave her 
in pofleffion of the palace of Linlithgow, and 
caftle of Down in Menteith, with all their ap- 
purtenances, and the third part of the ordinary 
revenues of the crown, to be enjoyed by her 
during life, in cafe flie ihould chufe to refide 
in Scotland. But, Fourthly, If flie rather in? 
clined to return to Denmark, that in lieu of 
the faid life-rent, palace, and caftle, fhe fhould 
accept of one hundred and twenty thoufand 
florins of the Rhine, from which fum the fifty 
thoufand due for the remainder of her portion 
being deduced and allowed, the iflands of Ork- 
ney fhould be re-annexed to the crown of Nor- 
way as before. Fifthly, That ^fhc fhould in no 
cafe or event be allowed to marry an Englifh- 
inan, or any fubjeft within the jurifdiftion of 
England.'' 
the Ork- From this contract it appears, that in fact the 
Shetland Orkney iflands were only mortgaged for the 
S^hf/*"^^** payment of the remainder of the bride's for-: 
crown. tune J and that the Scots had greatly abated 
of the demands they had made at the court of 
France. It happened, at tLis time, that Chrif- 
tiern was engaged in an unfuccefsful war with 
the Swedes (who had thrown off" his yoke, and 
had chofen Steen Sture for their regent) and 
other enemies ; fo that when the articles came 
to be executed, he found himfelf unable to ad- 
vice 
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Vance the ten thoufand florins which he had 4.0/1468. 
engaged to pay down as part Of his daughter's 
fortune. He was therefore obliged to apply to 
the plenipotentiaries to accept of two thou- 
fand, and to take a farther mortgage of the 
ifles of Shetland fpr the other eight thoufand. 
The Scotch plenipotentiaries, who, I fuppofe, 
had been properly inftrufted, gratified him in 
his requeft, and the negociation was finiihed on 
the tenth of May 1469. 1469. 

How far the earl of Arran, who was the main- jjj^ ^^. 
fpring of this negociation, was juftified in this poi^tmcn^ 
conceflion, I cannot determine; but I am iin^ 
clined to think, that it aflifted greatly in work- 
ing his ruin, though it is not taken notice of 
by the Scotch hiftorians. It may be eafily fup» 
pofed, that it was no fmall difappointment for 
a young king, who was preparing to receive 
his bride in the moft fplendid manner, and 
whofe finances were perhaps not improved with 
the bell economy, to be obliged to receive two 
thoufand inftead of fixty thoufand florins. 
Neither indeed (confiderations of ftate b^ing 
fet afide) can I think that the revenues of the 
iflands could anfwer the fum for which they 
were mortgaged. Little doubt can be made 
that this, and other confiderations of the fame 
Icind, contributed greatly to the ruin of the 
Boyd family. James, young as he was, had 
ihewn difpofitions that indicated no firmnefs of 
jonducl; and the lord Boyd, who was now; 

p 2 ftricke^ ' 
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At 0.1469. ftricken in years, could not be always about 
his perfon. The Kennedies and their friends 
foon influenced the mind of James, and the 
long abfence of the lord Boyd favoured their 
defigns; fo that, before that nobleman re- 
turned to Scotland, the king was unalter- 
ably prepoflefled againft him. Boyd having 
finifhed his commiflion, embarked with his 
fair charge. She is faid by Ferrarius, who 
knew her perfonally, to have been one of the 
greateft beauties, as well as moft accomplifhed 
princefles, of that age. Her virtue equalled, 
if not furpaffed, her perfonal charms; and 
James, whofe perfon was remarkably hand- 
fome, entirely engaged her afiedions. The 
management of a negociation which brings a 
beautiful bride to the arms of a young mo- 
narch, has generally been found a ftrong fecu- 
rity for that minifter. It happened in this cafe 
to be the reverfe ; nor do I perceive that the 
princefs at all interefted herfelf in favour of 
Boyd. In faft, his ruin, and that of his family, 
was refolved on for the very meafures which 
he thought would have fecured both. James 
repented his having married his favourite After, 
who more than once appeared to have been 
deflined for a crown ; and he now difliked all 
the fteps he had taken in his more youthful 
days, under the influence of the Boyds. Even 
the remembrance of the fpeech which they had 
perfuaded him to make in parliament gave him 

difguft, 
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difguft, and he was at no pains to difguiJfe his a. d. 146^ 
intentions to ruin them. 

His fifter, the countefs of Arran, eafily per- Ruin of the 
ceived this, and, from motives of aflfedion or Arr-n, 
duty, or both, when fhe heard that the fleet jamci's ^ 
which brought over the royal bride had an- ' *'* . 
chored in the Forth, hurried in difguife on 
board the fhip where her hufband was, to in- 
form him of his danger. As he and his family 
had no manner of dependence for pardon of tli« 
treafons fhey had been guilty of, particularly 
that of carrying off the king from his parlia- * 
mentary guardians, he thought it would be 
madnefs to throw himfelf into the hands of 
^ his enemies (a man, perhaps, of greater refo-* 
lution wQuld have acted otherwife) ; he there- 
fore declared to his wife, that he was deter- 
mined not to fet his foot on fhore, but to fly 
abro&d, and wait for better times.^ The coun- 
tefs offered to attend him, and he, equally un^^ 
generoufly as impolitically, accepted of that 
proof of her affection. Had flie remained at. 
her brother's court, flie would have had many 
opportunities of foUiciting her hufband's par- 
don, and perhaps of forming a ftrong party 
againft his enemies. We are told, and I believe 
with great truth, that James refented the earPs 
carrying off his fifter with him in his flight, 
more than he did any part of his other conduft. 
After all, when we confider the tender ties 

and the union of affedions between a husband* 

and 
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A. D. 1469. and a wife, we are not to be too hafty in our 
cenfures of that unfortunate nobleman. 

Fcrrarius, who was a Picdmontefe, and had 
feen the moft fplendid courts in Europe, fays, 
that the feftivities and entertainments exhibited 
at the marriage of James, exceeded all he had 
ever beheld on the like occafions. This gives 
countenance to thofe hiftorians who reprefent 
the ftate of Scotland, at this time, as flourifli- 
ing equally, at leaft, to any of the neighbouring 
kingdoms; and, indeed, when we compare 
their turbulent hiftories with that of Scotland for 
eighteen years paft, we are not to be furprifed 
on that account, efpecially when we refleft that 
foreign commerce was carried on by the pre- 
lates and clergy of the kingdom. As the young 
queen interpofed in no aflfairs of ftate, the old 
lord Boyd, his fon, the earl of Murray, and his 
brother. Sir Alexander, were fummoned to a 
parliament which met at Edinburgh. The old 
lord, more than fufpecling that his deftrudion 
and that of his family was intended, raifed 

men, and (as Hawthornden fays) appeared at 

- » ■ 

Edinburgh with a force fuperior to that which 
guarded the parliament, and was therefore 
fiiflfered to depart. This infolence encreafed 
James's indignation againft him ; and levying a 
ftrong body of troops* to proteft himfelf and 
his parliament, the latter pronounced fcntencc 
againft the three heads of the houfe of Boyd, 
on the fecond of November 1469. Thw Sen- 
tence 
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tehee was founded upon the treafonable re- a,d. 146^ 
moval of the king from Linlithgow, as has 
been before related. The Boyds and their ad- 
herents urged * the parliamentary indemnity 
which had paffed for that ad ; and here it muft 
be confefFed^ the infirmity of the old parlia- 
mentary conftitution appeared as confpicuoufly 
in Scotland, as it had often done in England 
on the like occafions. The enemies of the 
Boyds appealed to the notoriety of their power, 
which was fuch as rendered it unfafe for the 
free and independent part of the parliament to 
appear, or to vote againft them ; nor did James 
himfelf deny that the declaration he had made, 
and upon which that indemnity was grounded, 
had been fuggefted to him by the Boyds, and 
formed, in reality, a part of the charge of treafon 
againft theni. The old lord had not the cou- 
rage to ftand his trial ; but his brother bravely 
faced the ftorm, and produced an aft of parlia- 
ment, dated the twenty- fifth of Oftober 1^66^ 
juftifying all he had done* His defence availed 
him nothing, for he was condemned. to die; and , .„ . 

• ^ O' • » Lord Boyd 

his head was accordingly cut oflF on the caftle- ^<^9 ^i« 

' ■ ■ ' Head 

bill of Edinburgh. * . ' 

Mai^y are the refleftions that occur from this 
part of the Scotch hiftory. The juftioe of the 
fentence againft the Boyds, according to the 
letter of the' law, is queftionable, but is cer- 
tainly defenfible, according to the fpirit of tkc 
conftitution ; the parliament itfelf having com- 
mitted 
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A. IX 1469. mitted an illegal aft, in indemnifying them for 

having violated its fundamental principles. 
The king** The earl of Arran's fate was much harder 
weed* from than that of his father and his uncle, under 
a^m"***^ whofe diredion he was, when he attended them 
in carrying off the king from Linlithgow to 
Edinburgh, the only act of treafon that could 
be alledged againft him. On leaving the co.aft 
of Scotland, he fleered for that of Denmark ; 
but finding an unfafe retreat there, he went to 
France, and by the recommendation of Lewis 
the eleventh (finding all his endeavours to- be 
reftored to his own country fruitlefs) Tic en- 
tered into the fervdce of the duke of Burgimdy, 
with whom he was in great favour ; and he is 
faid to have died at Antwerp in 147 1, where a ' 
noble monument was crefted to his memory. 
I cannot help thinking that the conduct of the 
king towards his filter, the countefs of Arran^ 
forms one of the blackeft periods of his hiftory ; 
and, however the ftory may be palliated by 
fome writers, enough remains, acknowledged 
by all, to fliew the defpotic and unrelenting 
difpofition of James. His fifter had borne two 
children, James and Graecina, to the earl her 
hufband; but the lord Hamilton being now 
the king's favourite at court, a refolution was 
formed, againft all laws, divine and human, 
that he fliould be his brother-in-law lik6wife* 
James had invited his fifter home, and, in hopes 
of being able to ferve her hufband, flie accord- 
ingly 
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ingly returned to Scotland. The reader is here ^ ^* h^j* 
to obferve, that ever fince the fervice that had 
been done by the lord Hamilton in the late 
reign, it had been given out, by the friends of 
the Hamilton family, that James had promifed 
his eldeft daughter in marriage to that nobleman 
as foon as flie fliould grow up. Whatever may 
be in this tradition, it is certain, that foon after 
the return of the countefs to Scotland, the 
king, in the moft unwarrantable manner (that 
of fummoning the earl of Arran to appear in 
fixty days, though the latter knew it muft be 
his certain deftruftion) procured a divorce be- 
tween that nobleman and his fifter. This being 
the true ftate of the fad, it is by no means fo 
important as hiftorians have made it, whether 

, , , tnd mar* 

flie was married to the lord Hamilton during ricdtothc 
the earPs life or not. The infamy of the tranf- miiton." 
action lies in the manner of procuring the di- 
vorce, for which no hiftorian has affigned the 
fmalleft reafon, but barbarous defpotifm. Whe- 
ther the earl, in the year 1474, when flie is 
faid to have been actually married to the lord 
Hamilton, was alive or not, is a matter of no 
confequence, becaufe flie was to be qonfidered 
as a widow the moment the divorce pafled. 
The delay of the marriage (if it was delayed) 
till the earl's death, was probably occafioned 
by the afFeftion which his wife bore him, which 
would not fufFer her to give her hand to ano- 
ther while he was alive. 

Vol. IV. P To 
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A.D. 1470. To' this aera we are to refer the erection of 
dr^*fl the bifliopric of St. Andrew's into an archbi- 
M wchbT- ^ fhopric. By what means this was effeftcd, fliall 
^^"'- be fliown in the ecclefiaftical part of this hiftory, 
for I am now to attend civil affairs. The par- 
liament which had forfeited the Boyds, feems 
to have continued ftill fitting ; at leaft many 
excellent laws were paffed about this time. 
The Black Ads^ fo called from their being 
printed in Saxon charader, under the reign of 
the unfortunate queen Mary,* and the patron- 
age of her hiftorian, Lefley, bifhop of Rofs, arc 
of lingular ufe to the hiftory of Scotland^ be* 
caufe they are unerring guides. I fliall touch 
upon thofe that are of the greateft national im- 
portance. This parliament had fo great a re- 
gard to the poor, that if they were injurioufly 
treated by the ordinary temporal judges, they 
were ordered to fummon before the king and 
council not only the party injuring, but thofe 
who refufed, or partially adminiftered, juftice, 
who, if found culpable of the firft, were to be 
deprived of their office at the difcretion of the 
king and council, and to pay coft to the plain- 
tiff: and, if proved guilty of the latter, depri- 
vation of office for three years was the penalty 
of thofe judges who enjoyed their offices in fee; 
but thofe who held them only for a time, were 
not .only rendered for ever after incapable, but 
alfo corporally puniflied. In order to counter- 
balance the encouragement which this ftatutc 

might 



O F S C O T L A N Pi 107 

I 

t 

might give to vexatious or frivolous complaints^ a. d. 1470* 
corporal punifhrnents^ if the parties could not ' 
pay, were enaded againfl; the oflFenders; but, 
after all, an appeal lay to the king in council, 
and their deciiion was finaL 

As, before this time, the right to great ba- |^^^^^ 
ronies refted upon immemorial pofleffion, and f«>cce4- 
as the method of charter and feifin, now intro- 
duced, were coniidered as innovations, the 
itates alfo ordained, That if obligations were 
not profecuted within forty years, they loft their. 
elEcacy ; and that thofe who bought by the new 
inventions (as they are called) of charter and 
feifin, reverfionable eftates, muft reftore them 
to their ancient poffeffors, they fulfilling the 
forms of reverfion. And as in times of confufion 
thefe might eafily be loft, a regifter was ap-. 
pointed by the king, where they might be en- 
grofled. The tumultuary proceedings indexing 
magiftrates for burghs had been fuch, that their 
conftitution was now new modelled. No fet of 
magiftrates were to continue longer than one 
year; the old council of each burgh was to 
choofe the new; and both together, aififted 
by a tradefinan chofen out of each craft, had 
the appointment of the fucceeding magiflates; 

The conftitution of notaries, a f^t of men 
very neceifary then in Scotland, fell next under 
the public confideration. By a kind of com- 
plaifance paid not only by the Scots, but other 
nations in Europe, the emperor of Germany 

P 2 had 
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A. D. 1470. had always appointed them to aft in all civil 
contracts. This was juftly confidered by the 
Scotch parliament as an invafion of the king's 
right, who was an independent fovereign. He 
was therefore impowered to appoint notaries, the 
biffiop certifying for their morals and fcience ; 
their inftruments were to have full faith in all 
fuch caufes, no imperial ones being henceforth 
to be permitted, but fuch as had the fovereign's 
approbation. From this reftriftion notaries 
ordained by the pope were exempted. 

In the time of parliaments and general coun- 
cils, and at fairs, it had been cuftomary for the 
great conftablcs of caftles, for flierifFs, and the 
baillies of boroughs, to extort from the poor 
venders ojf provifions grievous cuftoms by way 
of fees, by which they were not only opprcffed, 
but victuals became dearer ; the ftatcs therefore 
wifely ordained. That no fuch extortions fhould 
henceforth be levied on the fubjeft, on pain of 
corporal punifhment at the king's pleafure, and 
deprivation of office for a year. This aft was in- 
tended by way of indemnification to the lower 
ranks of people, who, though excluded from 
the rights of voting at eleftions, were, at the 
fame time, exempted from all oppreffions, too 
often refulting from them; and, at the fame 
time, under-tenants were obliged to pay no 
more to the creditors of their mafters than the 
real debts they owed them. Several ufeful re- 
gulations were eftablifhed in the admeafurement 

of 
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of woollen cloth, and for the prefervation of the a.o* i47*. 
fry of trouts, falmon, and other fifli. 

The regulations with regard to hofpitals not 
having been carried properly into pradice, the 
eftates therefore rcquefted the king and the or- 
dinaries to fee it put in execution, and ap- 
pointed Mr. Richard Guthrie, king's confeffor 
and almoner (eleemofynar), his majefty and 
the ordinaries giving him full authority to re- 
form them. Although Saturdays and other 
vigils were by law only holy from even-fong to 
even-fong, mechanics had been accuftomed to 
do no work the whole day : as this was a real 
detriment to both employer and inafter, they 
were ordered to work four hours every fuch 
day, on pain of lofing their week's wages j and 
to keep none but the great folemn feafts of the 
church, on pain of excommunication. 

The great abufe of fanchiaries, by thofe who 
had been guilty of premeditated murder, be- 
came now a grievance that called for redrefs. 
The parliament therefore enaftcd. That where 
any flaughter was committed, or fore-thought 
felony, (as the ftatute expreffes it) and the af- 
faffin fled to protection, the flieriff fliould inform 
the ordinary of the church, or the lords of the 
other fanftuary, that as fuch a refugee was a 
premeditated murderer, to whom the laws deny 
the immunity of the church, he muft furrender 
him to be tried within fifteen days, where, if 
it can be proved that the murder was dcfigned, 

he 
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A. a 1471. he muft be punifhed according to the laws of 
the realm ; but if otherwife, he was to be re-* 
intitled to the protection of tlie church. Severe 
penalties were likewife enaSed againft the fhc"- 
riffs and other magiftrates who fufifered mur- 
derers to efcape. The fame parliament made 
fome regulations with regard to the internal 
navigation of the kingdom^ and the coinage, 
xnaking it capital either to import or coin black 
or counterfeit money; % 
charaacn Bcforc I procccd in the hiftory of this reign, 
i/hu** it is neceffary that I fliould lay before the reader 
fome account of the character of the perfon^ 
family^ and court of James^ in order to enable 
him to form fome idea of the fprings of the 
unhappy events which afterwards befd that 
prince. He had before his eyes, at the time I 
treat of, a profpeft of being, though not the 
moft powerful, yet the happieft and the richeft 
prince that had ever fwayed the Scottilh fcep- 
trc. Faftion expired at his feet; the feudal 
oppreffions and rebellions were extinguiflied ; 
the civil laws were reverenced ; the people or- 
derly, quiet, and fubmiffive; and, above all, 
the clergy of every denomination, as I Ihall 
foon have occafion to fliew, refpefted the king 
more than they did the pope. As to James, 
he gave himfelf up to a quiet, and perhaps too 
fedentary, a life. Mufic and architecture were 
his favourite ftudies. He delighted in the con- 
verfation of learned and ingenious men i and he 

had 



OF SCO T L AND. tit 

had engaged fome by confiderable appointments a. d. 147s 
from other countries to teiide at his court. 
Such, if not the bright, is the fair,, fide of his 
charafter. James had not that fortitude of 
mind which his father poffeffed,* and which 
made amends for a miferable education, when 
contending faftions acquired and retained 
power, by indulging tht difpofition of their 
young king, however dangerous it might be. 
He naturally was fond of money ; and he was 
weak enough to conftrue the power with which 
the parliament had inve^ed him, as belonging 
to his perfon, and not to his oiEce ; that is, he 
thought himfelf at liberty to employ it arbi- 
trarily, without regard to the laws or inclina- 
tions of his people ; and this was the fource* of 
all his misfortunes. His brother, Alexander, 
duke of Albany, aflFefted a martial charafter. 
He delighted in arms and war-horfes ; in his 
perfon he was robuft, and in his difpofition 
rough and boifterous ; fo that he feemed de- 
figned by nature to fupply what was wanting 
in the king his brother. The youngeft brother, 
the earl of Mar, partook of the charafter of 
both. When at court, he was gentle and in- 
finuating in his manners, but delighted in hunt- 
ing, and other exercifes of the field, and parti- 
cularly in rearing a fine breed of horfes. Such 
were the charafters of thofe three royal bro- 
thers, as drawn by authors who were beft en- 
abled to judge. An incident happened, which, 

tliough 
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A.D. 1471* though properly ecclefiaftical^ claims a place in 

this part of our hiftory, from whence it cannot 

be feparated. 
Contumacy While the power of the Boyds continued, 

Scotch Patric Graham, nephew (tho' more probably 
as«>nftthe uteHne brother) to bifhop Kennedy, being 
^^^ then bifhop of Brechin, was nominated to fuc* 
ceed that prelate in the fee of St. Andrew's ; but 
it was neceflary for him to repair to Rome, 
and there be confirmed by the pope. The 
Boyds made ufe of all their intereft to prevent 
his journey, but without effeft ; for the bifhop 
departed without the king's licence, was moft 
gracioufly received by pope Paul the fecond, 
not only on account of his high birth, and al- 
liance with the royal blood, but of his perfonal 
merit ; and in the year 1468, his holinefs con- 
firmed his eleftion. I have often obferved, in 
the courfe of this work, how very independent 
the Scotch clergy were upon the papal power ; 
nor has the reader hitherto met, in the courfe 
of this hiflory, a fingle inflance in which, as 
ecclefiaflics, they influenced the afiairs of the 
nation, or had any difference with the civil 
power ; a happinefs which no nation in Europe, 
befides themfelves* could at that time boafl of. 
Good bifhop Graham very probably thought 
that his brethren paid too little deference to 
his holinefs, and reprefented the neceffity of 
removing all difputes with the metropolitans 
of York, who had long claimed a fuperiority 

over 
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over the Scotch clergy, by giving the latter a a.d.hji* 
metropolitan of their own, who would remind 
them of their duty to the holy fee. Nothing 
could be more agreeable than this advice wa? 
to the pope, who immediately invefted the bi- SibbaW. 
fliop with the title of Confervator of the Church's 
Privileges ;^, and thereby convocator and pre- 
fident of the national fynods. In 147 1, he was 
made archbifhop, primate, and metropolitan of 
Scotland, by Pope Sixtus the fourth ; and no 
fooner was the power of the Boyds extinguilhed 
there, than he returned to his own country 
with thofe foreign feathers of ecclefiaftical au- 
thority. 

Inftead of being received by the clergy as the 
father of their church, they confidered him as 
the tyrant of their order, and the betrayer of 
their ' liberties, and I think with great juftice; 
as it will be .proved, in the courfe of this work, 
that the Scotch clergy had, before this time, 
internal powers fufficient for regulating all 
affairs of their church, by elefting from among 
their own body a prelate who could occafion- 
ally prefidc over them, and aft as metropoli- 
tan. They applied to the throne, and, as fome 
report, prcfented James with eleven hundred 
marks by way of free gift, which if they did, 
they certainly afted very properly. They re- 
prefented to him, that Graham had behaved 

• Confervator Privilegiorum Ecclelix. 

Vol. IV. • (^ not 
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A. t), 1471. hot only improperly as a fubjeft, but a church- 
man ; that he had broken the laws, by repair- 
ing to Ronie without a licence from the crown ; 
that he had injured the interefts and indepen- 
dency of their fees ; that he had been guilty of 
fiihony, by purchafing ecclefiaftical preferments 
at a foreign court; and, in fhort, that he had 
betrayed the rights of the Scottifh crown to 
the pope of Rome ; and that he was guilty of 
what the Scotch law calls barratry. Thus far 
the complaints of the prelates were regular and 
conftitutional ; but they opened a dangerous 
precipice for the liberties of the kingdom in 
another quarter. 
Condaft of James, in amufing himfelf with his favourite 
iheSf *Sf ilu^i^s, grew rather too fond of a private life, 
and put himfelf too much in the power of his 
domeftics, fome of whom were worthlets cler- 
gymen. He was averfe to buiinefs, and con- 
fidered hinifelf as under a kind of controul 
when in company with his own nobility. Thus 
his mind was left open to the impreffions of 
defigning men. They perfuaded hifti, that- it 
would be eafy to improve the difiereirces be- 
tween the pope and his clergy, fo as lo engrofs 
into his own hands immenfe fums from the 
prefentations to bifhoprics and church-livings J 
and James greedily followed their advice. H6 
fent exprefs orders difcharging Graham, who had 
already publi&ed his legantine and metropo- 
litan powers, from proceeding in the exercife 

of 
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of either; and an ad of parlUment was fnadCji ^^•^p* 
by which all clergyn^en, religious ^Qd f<^culari 
were prohibited tp purchafe abbacies, or fucl^ 
other benefices at the cour| of IRorae, as of old 
Iv^d not been difppfed of b^y that court, or to 
iDfprp the fame coprt of the value of bene^c^s, 
or to procure unions of bene^ces, or to collefft 
any niore money for the ufe of that fee than 
appeared to be due by the Provin<:i<il Book, or 
the Old Tf^xation of Bagimont, which, it feems, 
contained a concordat or agreement between 
the popes and kings of Scotland, with refpe£l: 
to the different rights of the pontificate and 
regale. The aft farther declares all fuch per- 
fons, fpiritual and temporal, who had done or 
would do any thing contrary to thefe ftatutes, 
to be traitors to the king, and for ever incapa- 
ble of any office within the kingdom. 

Thofe were regulations well worthy of a pa? 
triot parliament ; bi|t want of moderation in 
James rendered them the inftruments of his 
defpotifm. The ftrift provifions againft barra* 
try ^ had fliut up all intercourfe between the 
inferior clergy, who were the greateft fufferers, 
and the fee of Rome, to which alone they could 
appeal for redrefs againft the corruption of the 
courtiers ; fo that the moft coniiderate part of 
the nsition began tp think that matters had 
been carried rather too far againft Graham ; and 

* This ^mouats tp wh^t Is qitidedan En^Und of premu< 

<^2 indeed 
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A.D.I47** indeed that prelate was in a very undefirable 
fituation. His adveriaries found means to 
reprcfent to his holinefs the flame which 
his legantine and metropolitan powers had 
raifed in Scotland ; and, according to the poli- 
tics of that fee, he refolved to drop the man, 
but to fupport the meafure, which indeed, 
through the depravity of the court, became 
now, in fome degree, neceffary, Graham's ene- 
mies, not contented with having triumphed 
over him in Scotland, carried their charges 
againft him (though I think with no great con-* 
fiftency of conduct) to the court of Rome, 
w^here he was charged with being guilty of 
fchifm, fimony, and other crimes. According 
to the Scotch authors, he was, in confequence 
of thofe accufations, degraded and condemned 
to perpetual imprifonment. But this could 
not have been done immediately ; for in 1474, 
he is defigned archbifhop of St. Andrew's, nun^ 
cio, and legate a latere ; and I find, according 
spotfwood. to archbifhop Spotfwood and Buchanan, that 
Buchanan, y^^ difchargcd the epifcopal, though perhaps 
not the archiepifcopal, functions of that fee. 
It may be proper here to inform the reader, 
that all liiftorians, and Buchanan among the 
reft, allow Graham to have been a prelate of 
great virtue and learning, of which the fol- 
lowing is an inftance. One William Schevez, 
a young divine, who fought to rife to prefer- 
meat by any means, had ftudied at Louvain 

under 
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under one Sperinc, a noted aftrologer, a fcience a. d. 1473* 
by Avhich all the courts of Europe were then 
bewitched, and among others that of Scotland. 
Having quick parts, and a plaufible addrefs, 
when he returned to Scotland, he figured 
in the court as a bright genius, and a profound 
aftrologer, with fuch fuccefs, that James ap- 
pointed him to the archdeanry of St. Andrew's. 
The qualities which had recommended him 
to James proved, in the eyes of Graham, ir- 
refiftible obftacles to his rifing in the church ; 
for he declared he never would admit into 
fuch a place a perfon whofe chief merit was 
his applying himfelf to ftudies that were un- 
profitable or unwarrantable. Schevez, exaf- 
perated at this repulfe, connefted himfelf with 
one Lock, the redor of the public fchools in 
the univerfity, which were not under Gra-^ 
. ham's jurifdidion ; and this Lock aftually ex- 
communicated the bifhop. The latter, at firft, 
defpifed fo feeble a f ulminatiojn ; but the court 
patronizing his enemies, they proceeded againft 
him as an excommunicated perfon, difmiffed 
his attendants, fequeftered his efFefts, and feized 
his revenues. His all being thus facrificed to 
James, he was taken once more into the royal 
favour ; and Graham was fo good a Chriftian, 
that he even was reconciled to Schevez ; when, 
all of a fudden, the leeches of the court of 
Rome were let loofe upon him, for payment of 
fees for the bulls that had been expedited in 

his 
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his favour at Rojtne. In ihort^ according to 
Buchanan^ he was reduced to the moft deplor- 
able diftrefs, both in mind and fortune, ami 
was arrefted in his own caftle of St, Andrew's. 
His fuflferings having affefted his underftand- 
ing, the care of his perfon was committed to 
SchQvcz, who was declared his coadjutor, and 
who, at laft, obtained his fee. Thus far I have 
thought proper to touch upon the management 
of the church in this part of my hiftory, be- 
caufe it exhibits to the reader ftriking proofs of 
the true charafter of James and his court i and 
I Ihall now proceed in the civil hiftory. 

No prince ever took greater pains for his own 
aggrandizement, than James did for his ruin. 
While his courtiers were rioting in the fpoils 
of the church, and every thing was venal in his 
fervice, he was bleft with an aftive and a pa- 
triotic parliament, who were miftaken in nothing 
but their throwing too great a portion of the 
power, which they took from the fcale of the 
church, into that of the prerogative. This how** 
ever, as things were then circumftanced, was 
unavoidable ; and it is no wonder if they after^ 
wards exemplarily puniihed thofe who abufe4 
their generous confidence. The parliament 
which next met gave liberty to thofe who 
thought themfelves injured by the verdict of ^n 
inqueft, to appeal to the king and council ; a pro? 
vifion which was full of equity, becaufe inquefts, 

in Scothixdf in criminal matters, to thi$ day^ 

are 
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are not required to be unanimous ; and, even In a. p. 1474. 
England, matters of law often arife that call for 
the opinion of a higher judicature. As the 
Scotch parliament had always a war with Eng- 
land in their eye, fo they omitted nothing to 
provide agiinft fuch an event An aft was 
made. That all fpears, whether fabricated at 
home, or imported from abroad, fliauld be fix 
ells long; a length fo enormous, that at this 
diftance of time its utility can fcarcely be con- 
ceived. In imitation of the law of England, 
the great ecdefiaftical fiefs were obliged to de- 
fray part of the burthen of war, and prelates, 
as well as barons, were to provide carriages for 
the field. Every yeoman, who was not an 
archer, was to provide himfelf with a battle-axe 
and a target made of one hide (folded wc fup- 
pofe into a reafonable compafs) to i;efia the {hot 
of the Englifii ; a proof that the Scots, as yet, 
did not deal much in (mall artillery. Thofe 
arms were to be produced at all the reviews, or 
wappinfliawings, which the flierifFs were en- 
joined lo hold. The fortfter laws againft furred 
fcarlets not having anfwered the purpofes of 
fumptuary afts, becaufe they had been fucceeded 
by filks, which had not been provided againft, 
it was ordained. That none but knights, min- 
ftrels, heralds. Or fuch as could fpend one 
hundred pounds of land-rent, ihould wear 
filken doublets, gowns, or cloaks, on pain of 
forfeiting ten pounds for every laultto the king, 

and 
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A. D. 1474* and the cloatbs themfelves (except fuch as were 
already made) to the heralds and minftrels. 
The wives of fuch as were not poflefied of an 
annual revenue of one hundred pounds were 
forbidden to ufe filk for any thing but fleeves 
and collars, (as they are termed) on the fame 
penalties, 
excel- ^^^ ^^^ ^^ which ought to render this par- 

kAt regtt- liament immor taL and which proves how well 

blionJ. ^ / 

they underftood the national intereft, was that 
relating to fifheries. Their anceftors had long 
feen the Flemings, the Dutch, the Hamburghers^ 
the Dantzickers, and other fons of induftry, all 
round them, acquiring power and riches by fifh- 
ing upon the coafts of Scotland. Many a£ts 
had been made for improving thofe fifheries for 
the benefit of the mother-country ; but the in- 

» ■ 

ternal diflurbances of the kingdom, the employ- 
ment which the great men always found for their 
tenants in the profecution of their family and 
other feuds^ and the more eafy methods pf 
acquiring riches, by commerce or piracy, had 
always fruftrated the good intentions of the le- 
giflature for that branch of induftry. The fol- 
lowing ftatute, however, was made in this parli- 
ament. The lords, that is, the parliament^ 
think fit, for the common good of the realm, 
and the great entres (income) of riches, which 
will be brought into it from other countries, 
that certain lords, fpiritual and temporal, and 
burgefles gar (caufe) make great fhips^ bufles, 

an4 
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and pink-boats^ with nets and all other necef- a.d. h74. 

iaries for fifhing. Before I proceed, I am to 

take a view of the hiftory of England, to pre- 

fcrve more naturally its connection with that 

of Scotland* 

The earl of Warwic, who had been the chief Affairs of 

, Englaud. 

mftrument of placing Edward the fourth on the 
throne of England, had feveral motives, fome of 
them founded in pride, and others in reafon, 
for thinking that he and his family had been 
indifferently ufed by that prince, whofe queen's 
relations now managed all the affairs of his go- 
vernment He had an interview with Lewis^ 

> 

the French king, with whom he paffed fome 
days in the higheft intimacy ; and they privately 
refolved upon reftoring the crown to the houfc 
of Lancafter. The diiEpated, diflblute, life 
led by Edward, had detached many of his fo- 
reign friends from his intereft; and even bis 
brother, the duke of Clarence, was in fecret his 
enemy, and married the earl of Warwic's 
daughter, then the greateft heirefs in England. 
Some infurreftions, which foon after broke out 
in Yorkihire, afforded a fair opportunity for 
the Scots to have given difturbance to Eng- 
land J but they remained quiet, though the re- 
bels had even proceeded to ci^t off the head of 
the earl of Rivers, father to the queen. At laft, 
,the duke of Clarence and the earl of Warwic 
declared openly againft Edward; and making 
him prifoner, he wa^ committed to Middleham- 
VoL.lV* R caftle. 
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A. D, 1474. caftle, in the cuftody of the archbifhop of York, 
brother to the earl of Warwic. He foon efcaped 
from his confinement ; but the fucceifes of the 
earl of Warwic obliged him to fly, with a few 
attendants, on board an Englifli and two Dutch 
fliips, that lay on the coaft of Norfolk, to Holland. 
Henry, upon this, was reftored to his throne ; 
and he continued the marquis of Montague, 
brother to the earl of Warwic, his warden of 
the Scotch marches, from whence he met with 
no difturbance. Edward, through the afliftanct 
of the duke of Burgundy, foon after landed 
with a fmall army at Ravenfpur in Yorkfhire, 
where he found the country people fo much in 
the interefl of the houfe of Lancafter, that hc: 
was forced publicly to declare he was not come 
to reclaim the crown, but his family-eftate ; by 
which pretended moderation he foon acquired 
many friends. Being reconciled to his brother, 
the duke of Clarence, he marched to London, 
where he refumed the exercife of his regal func- 
tions, while the Lancaftrian party ihrunk to 
nothing ; and the ill-fated Henry the fixth be- 
came once more a prifoner to his rival, Ed- 
ward, who foon after defeated and killed the 
earl of Warwic and his brother, in the great' 
battle of Barnet, which, in faft, fecured the 
throne to the houfe of York. When it was 
too late, queen Margaret landed, with fome 
French reinforcements, at Weymouth, in the 
tveft of England; and being affifted by the 

duke 
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duke of Somerfet, and other Lancaftrian no- a. 0.1474. 
blemen, fhe once more brought an army into 
the field, which was finally defeated at Tew kef- 
bury by Edward, who barbaroufly put her 
brave young fon to death, after he had been 
taken prifoner. This murder was followed by 
thofe of the chief Lancaftrians, who were , 
cither flaughtered in cold blood, or loft their 
heads by the hands of common executioners ; 
but the young earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry the feventh of England, efcaped from 
Wales to France. 

The death of Hetiry the fixth (who is faid, An cfFcc- 
, but falfely, to have been murdered by the duke ciation whh 
of Gloucefter, Edward's brother) happened * ^^^^ 
foon after. The Scots had kept themfelves 
entirely neutral during thofe momentous dif- 
putes in England ; and indeed I am of opinion, 
that the leading men of the parliament and 
council were, in their principles, Yorkifls, and 
thought that they could not efpoufe the caufe 
of the houfe of Lancafter without endangering 
the tranquillity of their own country. Ed- 
ward being re-fettled upon his throne, thought 
the friendfliip of Scotland of fo much confe- 
quence, that he could not do too much to fecure 
it. He had formed a fcheme for uniting his 
family to that of James by marriage, and had 
propofed his own daughter, Cecily, as a wife 
to the young prince who had been born to 
James, and was afterwards the fourth of his 

H 2 same. 
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A,D. 1474. name. As the parties were, as yet, in their 
cradles, and as it would require feveral years 
before fuch a marriage could take eflfed, Ed* 
ward was willing, in the mean while, that 
fome matrimonial connections might be formed 
between the chief families of England and 
Scotland ; and accordingly plenipotentiaries 
were, by both kings, appointed to meet on the 
borders ; thofe for Scotland being the biihops 
of Glafgow, Aberdeen, and Orkney ; the carla 
of Argyle, Crawford, and Caithnefs ; the lords 
Hamilton, Borthwic, and Seton ; John Stuart 
lord Darnley, David Guthrie lord-rcgifter, and 
Duncan Dundafs, Efq. After various meet- 
ings, all that thofe commiffioncrs did, was to 
prolong the truce between the two nations to 
July 1483; the commifiioners on both fides 
undertaking for their mafters that, in the in- 
termediate time, a new congrcfs fhould be held, 
to difpofe eveiy thing towards a final accom* 
modation. 
t)upHcity The intrigues of Lewis the eleventh were 

French the true caufes why the late congrefe came to 
°*' nothing. He never was without agents and 

ambafiadors refiding in Scotland ; and that na- 
tion in general had fuch a veneration for their 
old allies, the French, that he found them al- 
ways difpofed to his intereft, though perhaps 
not without employing pecuniary means, of 
which he was as lavifh in his foreign negocia* 
tions, as he was fparing in his^ domeftic con- 
cerns. 
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cerns. He was, at this time, at war with the a. d, 1474. 
duke of Brittany ; and he had fent over one 
Concrcffault, as his ambaflador, to propofe to 
James and his council to take part with him in 
that war, by putting to fea all the Ihips he 
could man, and by taking into his fervice a 
body of Dani£h troops. The duke of Brittany 
came to the knowledge of Concreflault's ncr< 
gociation, and publicly charged Lewis with a- 
fad, which is not at all unlikely, that he had 
offered James the duchy of Brittany on con- 
dition of his aflifting him in the war, either 
againft the duke of Brittany or Burgundy/ 
The council of Scotland was not fo forward 
as Lewis had expected to agree to his propofal, 
which might be well owing to that prince's 
character for diflimulation and treachery. They 
excufed themfelves, however, upon the un- * 

fettled ftatc of affairs between themfelves and 
England upon the borders, where indeed great 
diforders and irregularities had been com- 
mitted. It would afford very little entertain- 
ment or inftruftion to recount the many fruit- 
lefs meetings and conferences that paffed on 
that account. It is fufficient to fay, that after 
the late prolongation of the truce, the bor- 
derers on both fides were required to exhibit 
their mutual complaints and grievances; and 
courts for thofe purpofes were appointed to be 
held every twenty days. 

This 
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A. D. 1474. This unfettlcd ftate of affairs between Eng- 
^ilh^bc"''" *^^d an^ Scotland (for Edward durft not truft 
Bw^'ma . ^^ ^^^ truce) difabled that king from giving 
the afliilance wliich lie wiflicd to afford to his 
friend and ally, the duke of Burgundy. The 
latter font to Scotland two ambaffadors, Fol- 
pard de Amcrongen, and George Baert, in 
order to prevent any refentmcnt which James 
might have on account of the late breaches of 
the truce upon the borders, while Edward was 
afiifting him againft the king of France. James 
faithfully proniifed to obfcrve the truce for 
two years, but infiftcd upon fatisfadion for a 
depredation of another kind, that had been 
made upon his fubjecls. I have already men- 
tioned the great fliip (Buchanan calls it the 
largeft ever put to fea) that had been built by 
bifhop Kennedy, and had always been em- 
ployed in trading voyages. This veflel, which 
Kennedy's in forcign parts was called Le Salvator, in its 
ZnrkJJ return to Scotland, was wrecked upon the York- 
dereS by' flihe coaft, and moft of the crew periflied. The 
"*'' barbarity of the inhabitants made prifoners of 
fnch of the crew as had the good fortune to 
come alive on fliore ; and, among others, the 
abbot of Inclicolm (who veiy probably had a 
Lirgc fliare in the cargo) fell into the hands of 
one darr, who obliged him to pay an uncon- 
fci<)na])lc ranfom for his liberty. As the fliip 
Av.is imnu'nfcly rich, James was advifed by his 

council 
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council to make the plunder of its contents a A.D.i47i. 
national concern, and to demand fatisfaclion 
for the lofs his fubjecls had fuftained. An em- 
baffy was accordingly difpatched to England, 
to demand redrefs of the barge. The inclina- 
tion of James, and the fituation of Edward, did 
not then admit either of thofe princes to think 
of war in earneft; and it was agreed, that the fuf- 
ferers might fue for their damages in the courts 
of England, but without being at liberty to 
make any reprifals. Accordingly we find, that 
the Scots recovered five hundred marks for their JBtymer. 
damages ; a fignal reparation, but perhaps in- 
adequate to their lofs. 

The fituation of affairs in Europe continued a freft 
to make the friendfliip of James of the utmoft 
confequence to all parties ; and as Edward 
fincerely intended to eflfeft a thorough confoli- 
dation of their mutual interefts, he omitted 
nothing that could remove all obftacles, efpe- 
cially the unredrefled complaints upon the bor* 
ders. He appointed the bifliop of Coventry, 
the earl of Northumberland, with other noble- 
men and gentlemen, once more to meet with 
the Scots plenipotentiaries, who were, Thomas 
bifhop of Aberdeen, David earl of Crawford, 
James lord Hamilton, Mr. Alexander Inglis, 
doftor of law, and Duncan Dundafs. The 
grievances were too numerous, and of too com- 
plicated a nature, for thofe commiflioners to 
finifh them ; and the places where courts for. 

that 
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A. D. 1474. that purpofc were to beheld were, Newbig- 
gingford, Ridenburn, Gammilfpeth, Bell, and 
Lochmabenfiane. 
Aflfainof The incredible diilimulation, ambition, and 
"~^** inconftancy, of the feveral powers in Europe, 
at this time, prefent a very unufual fcenc of 
politics and action. The kings of France and 
England, and the dukes of Burgundy and Brit- 
tany, were the great parties concerned ; but 
their views, fchemes, and alliances, took dif- 
ferent turns almoft every week. At laft, the 
duke of Burgundy, having a violent paffion for 
having his duchy erefted into a kingdom, took 
poffeffion of the dukedom of Gucldres (a ftcp 
that was far from being pleafing to James) 
offered his daughter in marriage to Maximilian, 
archduke of Auftria, fon to the emperor, and 
entered into a private alliance with Edward of 
England, whom he engaged to affift in re- 
conquering France ; and at laft the duke of Brit- 
tany was to become a party in the fame confe- 
deracy. Though this fcheme was carried on 
with fuch inconceivable fecrecy,that even Lewis 
the eleventh knew nothing of it, yet Edward 
found it neceffary to impart it to James, who 
immediately fent private intelligence of it to 
the French king. How far his conduft in this 
was defenfible, depends upon circumftances ; 
but certainly the propofal carried a very terrible 
afpe^t towards James and his fubjeAs. Lewis 
received the intelligence, as his manner was» 

without 
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without difcovering much emotion; but he a. d. 1474. 
fent one of his minifters, Moneypenny (who, 
if I miftake not, was himfelf a Scotchman) to 
return James thanks, and to keep him firm in 
the alliance . between the two crowns. Soon 
after, Edward aftually claimed the crown of 
France, and invaded that kingdom ; and the 
reader will find, in the French and Englifli hif- 
tories, how the coolnefs and policy of Lewis 
defeated all his fchemes. 

Natwithftandinff the real attachment which ^ marriage 

" ^ ■ propoled 

James had for the houfe of Valois, the propofal between th« 

• . • , prince oF 

of the marriage ftill contmUed between the Scotland 
prince-royal of Scotland, and the princefs Cecily princcfs 
of England. In July this year, the following EngiJnd. 
perfons, attended by the lord Lyon, king at 
arms, were fent ambaffadors to the court of 
England : Thomas bifhop of Aberdeen, Sir 
John Colquhoun of Lufs, and James Schaw of 
Sauchy. In the following October, • they re- 
turned to Edinburgh, with the bifhop of Dur- 
ham, the lord Scroop, Mr, John lluffel, keeper 
of the privy-feal, and Mr. Robert Booth, doc- 
tor of laws, in their company. Thefe were 
commiifioners for Edward for putting the laft 
hand to the marriage treaty ; and new commif- 
fioners for the fame purpofe were appointed by 
James, eonfifting of John bifhop of Glafgow, 
William bifhop of Orkney, Colin earl of Ar- 
gyle, David earl of Crawford, the abbot of 
Holyrood-houfe, and the archdeacon of St. An- 
VoL.IV. S ' drcw's. 
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AD. 1474. drcw's. The treaty was at laft concluded on 
the twcnty-lixth of the fame month, and its 
terms import, 

" That, in order to promote the wealth, 
peace, honour, and intereft of this noble tfle^ 
callit Crete Briiane^ a match fhall be concluded 
between James, only fon and heir of James 
king of Scotland, and Cecily, th6 youngeft 
daughter of Edward king of England : that the 
truce made firft at York in 1464, and prolonged 
wji. Newcaftlc in 1465, to the year 15 19, fliall 
be punctually obferved : that during the faid 
truce both kings fliall be ready to affift one an- 
other, as often as required, againft their re- 
fpeclive rebels : that, in regard of the infancy 
of the prince and princefs, he being as yet but 
in the fecond year of his age, and flie no more • 
than four years old, both kings fliall folemnly 
promife to do all that in them lies to make the 
marriage effectual in due time : that the prince 
and princefs, during the life of king James, 
fliall have in dowry and joint fefFement (I make 
ufe of the words contained in the record) all 
the lands and rents that belong to the old he- 
ritage of the prince and heir of Scotland, viz. 
the dukedom of Rothefay, the earldom of Car- 
rie, and the lordfliips, commonly called the 
Stuart-lands, of Scotland : that if the prince 
comes to be king before the death of the queen 
his mother, the princefs, as being then queen, 
fliall have for her dowry the tierce or third 

part 
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part of the lands and rents that belong to the a. d. 1474, 
crown ; and when the queen-mother comes to 
die, the fame dowry which this laft had en- 
joyed : that the king of England, in confide- 
ration of the faid marriage and dowry, fhall 
give with his daughter the fum of twenty thou- 
fand merks Englifh money, whereof two thou- 
fand fliall be paid every year at Edinburgh, in 
the parilji-church of St. Giles; the firft pay- 
ment on the fecond of February next, the fe- 
cond on the fame day of February 1475-6, and 
fo on, till complete payment be made of the 
whole : that if either the prince or princefs die 
before the confummation of their marriage, 
another marriage between the heir of Scotland 
and a daughter of England fliall be concluded 
on the fame terms ; otherwife that all the fums 
of money paid in the manner above-mentioned 
by the king of England, fliall be repaid by the 
king of Scotland within four years, the fum of . 
two thoufandfive hundred merks being deduced, 
which fum the king of England is willing to fink 
in confideration of the marriage, even although 
it fliould never be completed." 

Though this was one of the many matches 1475. 
concluded in thofe days, between princely par- J^ol^r 
ties, that never took place, yet many formalities ro:"' 
attended it. The earl of Crawford and lord 
Scroop, as procurators for James and Edward, 
folemnly undertook, that the marriage agreed 
to fliould, to all intents and purpofes, be made 

S z effeg^ 
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A.D. 1475. efTcclual, as foon as the prince and princcft 
fhould arrive at the age prefcribed by the canons. 
Many other ceremonies pafled, at the fame tioie^ 
too tedious to repeat here, for fecuring the con- 
fummation of the match. It certainly was a 
mcafure extremely convenient, on many ac- 
counts, to James ; and as Edward was punduai 
in paying the money ftipulated, it was equal to 
a fublidy, and did James infinite fervice. James 
was advifed to lay hold of the prefent favour- 
able opportunity to humble the power of the 
earlof Ilofs, lord of the Ifles, which had always 
been a fting in the bofom of his government, 
and that of his predeceffors. We have already 
feen how John, who was then earl, had, upon 
the death of his predeceffor, become a fubjefl: 
and liegeman to the king of England. Whether 
this fubmiffion ever came tq the knowledge of 
James, does not appear in hiftory ; but I am in- . 
clined to think that it did, and that Edward 
actually facrificed him to his new connedions 
with the court of Scotland. Early in the year 

1476. 14769 the earl of Rofs (who, we are told by 
Buchanan, had committed great depredations' 
at fea upon the fubjefts of Scotland) was de- 
clared an out-law, and a fleet and army were 
prepared to reduce him ; the earl of Crawford 
being appointed admiral of the one, and the earl 
of Athol general of the other. The earl of Rofs 
being now deprived of the afiiftance of England, 
was in no condition to refift ; and the earl of 

Athol 
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Athol was rewarded with the lands and forefts a, d. 1474. 
of Cluny, for perfuading him to fubmit with* 
out lofs of blood, He accordingly threw him- 
felf upon the king's mercy, and, by an acJ: of 
parliament, which met on the fourth of July 
this year, he was deprived of the earldom of 
llofs, which was declared to be for ever unali- 
enable from the crown ; fo that neither the king 
nor his heirs could give it to any but his fecond 
lawfully begotten fon ; though Abercromby 
feems to think that it might have defcended to 
ajiy of the king's lawful children. 1 am now 
to attend the proceedings of the fame parlia- 
ment. 

In the act I have mentioned, impowering the Parita. 
fubjecls to appeal from inferior courts to the ^^ccZ, 
king and council, fufficient care had not been *"^*' 
taken that the caufes fhould go through all the 
intermediate tribunals. The confequence was, 
that appeals poured in fo faft upon the council, 
that neither the king nor the members had any 
leifure to fpare for other affairs. To remedy 
this, -the parliament now ordained. That all 
complaints fhould firft be purfued before the 
flieriffs, provofts, baillies of boroughs ; in 
which, if they either refufed juftice, or were 
partial, the party aggrieved might then fum- 
mon them before the privy-council. Several 
game-laws were enafted by the fame parliament ; 
and, though they are now obfolete, they (hew 
that the Scotch land-holders of thofe days un- 

derftood ^ 
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A. a 1476. derftood the diverfions of the field (only with 
a greater mixture of humanity) as well as any 
of their pofterity have done fince, and that 
they were equally careful and provident about 
the prefervation and propagation of game. It 
is to be lamented, that thofe meetings of the 
Scotch parliaments were generally fo inconveni- 
ent to the commons and the minor barons, 
that they feldom or never attended a fefiion to 
an end ; and the confequence was, that public 
affairs, before their departure, were thrown 
into the hands of a few great noblemen, who, 
having all the powers of parliament veiled in 
them, commonly confulted their own aggran- 
dizement, without following out the excellent 
plans of government that had been delineated 
by James the fecond. Thus in 1474, all the 
public bufinefs was left in the hands of twenty- 
four perfons of the three eftates, and they had 
a power of continuing the feflion till the next 

parliament. 

In the parliament I now treat of, it was de- 
creed, that their fovereign lord's juftice fhould, 
twice a year, ride through the realm, and hold 
his courts for criminal caufes : and all flieriffs 
were commanded henceforth to carry with them 
a copy of the aft which regulated their behavi- 
our, with regard to thofe who took fancluary. 
The penalties of the old law, contained in the 
Regiam Majcftatem (the moft ancient law-book 
the ScQts poffefs) were ordered to be inflicted 

upon 
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upon all who are convifted of giving partial a. d. 1476 
yerdids in affizes ; though, at the fame time, 
the judgments given in confequence of thofe 
verdicts were irreverfible. The laws concern- 
ing infane perfons came next under the cogni- 
zance of this affembly ; and it was decreed. 
That all their afts of ^ilienation ihould be void, 
not only previous to what we may call a ftatutc 
of lunacy being taken out againft them, but 
from the time that they could be proved to have 
been guilty of any act of infanity, or, as the 
Scotch law terms it, furiofity. 

The following regulations are remarkable, be- ^,®**^ 
caufe they regard the coinage. As the importation J>*- ^^ «• 
of bullion to be given into the mint, proportion- 
able to the commodities exported, (e. g. four 
ounces of filver for a laft of hides, and half that 
quantity for a laft of falmon) and for which, 
unlefs the merchant found furety, the officers 
of the cuftoms were forbidden to give cockets, 
had been formerly enacted, fo had the carrying 
of coin out of the kingdom been particularly 
prohibited : yet, notwithftanding all the care 
of the eftates, money became every day more 
fcarce in Scotland. To remedy this, they or- 
dained. That all the former laws ihould ftridtly 
be executed ; that the king fliould appoint pro- 
per fearchers for retaining it in the realm ; that 
the merchant fhould receive twelve {hillings 
for each ounce of IpuUion ; that no gold nor fil- 
ver already coined fhould be reminted (as they 

loft 
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A.D. 14:6. loft in the fire) ; and, laftly, becaufe gold went 
then in Scotland at a lower price than in other 
countries, which induced the lieges to fmuggle' 
it abroad, whence its fcarcity at home was far- 
ther increafed, they confented to heighten its 
value, viz. the rofe noble to thirty-five kil- 
lings', the Henry noble thirty-one Ihillings ; the 
angel twenty-three fliillings ; French crown and 
the demy, each thirteen Ihillings and four- 
pence ; the Scots crown thirteen (hillings ; the 
falute and rydar, each fifteen ihillings and fix- 
pence ; the law feventeen ihillings. All other 
gold pieces were to pafs according to their fine- 
nefs and weight, or at the pleafure of the giver 
and taker ; and debts to be paid in the cur- 
rency of the time when the debt was contracted* 
There is another a6t upon record of this par- 
liament, by which guerra courts were aboliihed* 
Thefe were courts that proceeded upon the 
principles of the feudal law, and took cogni- 
zance of capital crimes, committed by fervants 
of the fame mafter. Thofe courts were thought 
to be derogatory to the authority of the civil 
law ; and indeed they were incompatible with 
it, and were therefore very juftly fupprefled. 
The fame parliament (fays Abercromby) made 
void and null all manner of alienations, infeft* 
ments, and grants, prejudicial to the king and 
his heirs, particularly gifts of crown-lands^ 
mails, fiihings, patronages of churches, here*- 
ditable offices, and eredlzons of regalities, there 

being 
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being but too many fuch in the kingdom al- ^•d.m?^. 
readyy and the kings, for their own fafety, be- 
ing by law reftrifted from erefting more. The 
reader, in the notes, will have occafion to ad- 
mire the forefight of the parliament which 
met neiKt year, 1477, in matters that come not 
properly under the cognizance of general hit 
tory, but ferve to confirm what I have often 
hinted at, that the commerce of Scotland was, 
at this time, far greater than hiftorians have ge- 
nerally imagined ^. 

• The eftatcs then aflembled at Edinburgh, 1477, and after Sixth of 
fecuring the freedom of the holy church (a pra6Hce moft religi- Auguft. 
Dufly obilerved almoft by every parliament during this reign) the 
king, who had been informed that bullion was fcaixe, and that 
all the old coin, notwithftanding all the precautions tgiken with . 
regard to both, was melted down, at the requeft of his eftate*^ 
i!vas gracioufly pleafed to grant, that all the money-laws, either 
made by hjs anceftors or himfelf, (hould be ftri6lly executed j 
and, if neceflity required it, that more rigorous ones ihould be 
inftituted. In the mean time, till the realm fliould be fuificiently 
provided with bullion for the mint, his highnefs not only con- 
fented that no new money (hould be coined, but that the inftru- 
ments employed for that purpofe (liould inftantly be removed to 
fome place of fafety, fo that there arife no more hurt in the realm 
(as the record exprefles) through the ftriking of money in time 
coming. But as foon as a fufficiency of bullion was imported, ? I ^ ^^'' 
he and his council were to regulate the weight, finenefs, and c. 8q/ 
currency of the coinage, and ordain a proper warden and maf- 
ter of the mint, who ihould anfwer to him, with their lives and 
honour, that the money ordinances were duly pra6lifed. 

It has frequently been obferved with what folicitnde the king 
tuid parliament had attempted to fupprefs murder and other ca- 
pital offences. Their care, however, hitherto had been attended 
with very little fuccefs, or rather flaughter. Treafon and plun- 
dering (not to mention common theft) were as frequent as es^er* 
This being imputed^ (perhaps with juftice) to the remiffion 
granted fuch offenders by the king, the patliaifient earneftly in- 
treated their fovereign, for the^fafcty of his lieges, and the com- 

Vol. IV. T mon . 
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A.D. T476. The new claufe of refumptions of grants prc- 
rcrfumpdon judicial to the crown, was founded on true 
jgftificd. policy, and may ferve as an additional decla- 
ration that the parliament thought itfelf the 
paramount power of the nation, and that the 
members were refolved the king fliould live 
upon his own revenue, and be as little burthen- 
forae to his fubjecls as poflible. The act itfelf 
could not fail of being extremely agreeable to 
a prince of James's difpofition, as it rcinftatled 
him in great part of his revenue ; but not hav- 
ing fpirit to fupport it, it became the foun- 
tain of all the evils which terminated in his 
unhappy fate. He continued the fame indo- 
lent courfe of life as before, which, circum- 
ftanced as he was, and ruling over fuch a peo- 

moii profit of the realm, that he would give no more remilliont^ 
for theft, and ccafe to pardon, for three years, all who had 
committed, or (hould commit, any manner of murder, fince he 
was twenty-five years old. To thefe limitations of the preroga- 
Black A€t9 *^^^ ^^ willingly afTented ; and henceforth there was to be a 
c, S8» claufe in all remiffions for old offences, that they were perpe- 

trated before the king was of age. 

The laws againft fturdy beggars and gypfies being revived, 
ferrymen were forbidden, on feverc penalties, to raife rheir fares, 
to the no fmall advantage of the poor. And bccaufe the honefty 
of the nation had been loudly defamed by foreigners, from the 
diminifhed fize of the vefTels in which falmon was packed, it 
was ordained. That none jQiould be fent abroad in any barrels 
but thofe of the old Hamburgh meafure, coopers being prohi- 
bited to make any lefs, which if they did, and merchants packed 
filh in them, they were to be forfeited, and. the cooper to pay 
Tbid fol. ^v^ pounds to the king. And farther, to ihcreafe the number 
64. of falmon, all craves (as they were called) fet in waters where the 

fea ebbed and flowed, were univerfally to be deftroyed ; nor 
Ibid, fol. "were any to be placed in frefli waters, but at the legal times, and 
63^ c. 92, of the width recommended by the old laws. 

pie. 



OF-S COT LAND. ^$9 

• 

pie, was little lefs than criminal. We know, a. d. 1476, 
it is true, of nothing immoral that was charged 
upon him, farther than his amours, and a 
violent predileftion for domeftic favourites. 
On the contrary, his encouragement of the 
elegant arts was laudable, had it not interfered 
with his duties as a king. He had conferred a 
penfion upon one John Ireland, a Scotchman, 
and doftor of the Sorbonne, merely for his 
eloquence, and had fettled him in an opulent 
living. He had invited to his court, by another 
penfion, one William Rogers, an Englifliman, 
one of the greateft matters of mufic in that age, 
on whom he conferred the honour of knight- 
hood. The public edifices, erefted in his reign, 
excelled in tafl:e and magnificence all on this 
fide of the Alps, and rivalled even thofe of 
Italy in its then ftate; and he had (hewn a proper 
acquiefcence, in all the afts his parliaments had 
pafled, for the good of his people, and bound- 
ing his prerogative. 

The firft misfortunes of James arofe from jamcsjn- 
his own blood. He had made his brother, the jSai ^ 
duke of Albany, governor of Berwic, and had '° ''^^ 
entrufted him with very extenfive powers upon 
the borders, where a violent propenfity for 
the feudal law ftill continued. The Humes 
and the Hepburns, then the moft powerful 
fiibjefts in thofe parts, could not brook the 
duke of Albany^s greatnefs, efpecially after he 
had forced them, by virtue of a late act, to part 

T 3 with 
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A. a 1476. vnth fome of the eftates which had been incon- 
fiderately granted them in this and the preced- 
ing reign. By all that can be gathered from 
hiftoiy, the duke was a prince of hfgh notions, 
and had behaved with great roughnefs towards 
the families I have mentioned, who durfl; not 
face him in the field. If we are to believe Lind- 
fay of Pitfcottie (and I fee no reafon why wc 
ihould not) the duke's enemies found means 
to corrupt fome of his brother's private fa- 
vourites to give James bad impreffions of his 
defigns ; and he mentions particularly Cochran^ 
who makes afterwards fo wretched a figure in this 
reign. The pretended but wretched fcience of 
judicial aftrology, with which James continued 
to be incredibly infatuated, was the eafieft as 
well as moft efieftual engine that could work 
their purpofes. One Andrew, an infamous im* 
poftor in that art, had been brought over from 
Flanders by James ; and he and Schevez, now 
archbifhop of St. Andrew's, concurred in per- 
fuading James that the Scotch lion was to be 
devoured by his own whelps ; a predidion 
that, to a prince of James's turn, amounted to 
a certainty. 

In the mean time, there can be no doubt 
that very unwarrantable methods were praftifed 
upon the minds of the duke of Albany anci the 
earl of Mar, brothers to James. They might 
perceive his Ihynefs, and that they were ex- 
cluded from his countenance} that their bro- 
ther 
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ther was governed by a moft deteftable fett of A.D.147& 
men ; and, in ftiort, that their own lives were 
in danger. Patric Graham continued ftill un- 
der the frowns of fortune, but inviolably at- 
tached to James. He was then a prifoner at 
DumfermHng ; he heard, with a heavy heart^^ 
how his king was miiled ; and he wrote him^^ 
from his dungeon, a letter equally affe6ting and 
fenfible. He faid, that the mifery of his im- 
priibniaent was lefs grievous to him than the 
lad reports he heard of his majefty's eftate ; and 
he complained, that his long captivity was a 
fuflicient proof that his capital enemy (meaning den. 
Scheve^) continued to be in high favour about 
the royal perfon ; that he had brought the king 
very low in making him jealous of his brothers, 
by giving truft to his vain divinations ; and no 
wonder thefe arts bring forth diffenfions, which 
have their precepts from the father of lies and 
difcord. He next obferved, that there was no 
other difference betwixt necromancy and aftro- 
logy, {aving that, in one, men run voluntarily 
to the devil, and in the other ignorantly. Thofe 
and other very fenfible remonftrances were an- 
fwered in no other manner than by the unfor- 
tunate prelate being carried from Dumfermling 
to a ftill feverer durance in Lochleven, where 
he finiihed his life. 

The condition to which James had now Death of 
brought himfelf by his belief in judicial aftrology ^l\ ,^jf J» 
was truly deplorable. The princes upon the ^^' 

con- 
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A.D,i476. continent were fmit with the fame infatuation ; 
and the wretches who belieged his perfon had 
no fafety but by continuing the dcluiion in his 
mind. According to Lindfay, Cochran, who 
had fome knowledge of architecture, and had 
been introduced to James as a mafter-mafon, 
privately procured an old woman, who pre- 
tended to be a witch, and who heightened his 
terrors by declaring that his brothers intended 
to murder him. James believed her, and the 
unguarded manner in which the earl of Mar 
treated his weaknefs exafperated him fo much^ 
that the earl giving a farther loofe to his 
tongue in railing againft his brother's unwor- 
thy favourites was arretted, and committed to 
the caftle of Craig Millar, from whence he was 
brought to the Canon -gate, a fuburb of Edin- 
burgh, where he died. Authors are divided 
as to the manner of his death. Buchanan fays, 
that being caft into prifon, he was condemned 
by the king's privy, council, and put to death 
by having a vein opened till he expired ; and 
that the charge againft him was commonly 
faid to be his confpiring the king's death with 
witches, twelve of whom were burnt to give 
the better colour to the accufation. Lefley, 
though a favourer of the Stuart family, rather 
confirms than contradifts Buchanan's accounts; 
and Ferrarius, who lived at the time, acknow- 
ledges, that he was murdered by James. Haw- 
thornden, a profeffed advocate for every aftion 

of 
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of his five James', explains away the bleeding A.D.i47fii 
the young prince to death, by Aippofing that 
he fell ill of a phrenzy, for which being bloodedi 
he expired by tearing open the bandages. This 
is a ridiculous apology for a moft infamous 
murder." There is nothing of too black a na- 
ture that a prince under the delufions James 
was, may no t be fuppbfed to be guil ty of ; and the 
truth feems to be, that he murdered his brother 
from his ridiculous belief of witchcraft. 

The duke of Albany was at his caftle of Dun- and cfcape 
bar when his brother the earl of Mar's tragedy brother, the 
was afted ; and James could not be eafy without AibLy. 
having him likewife in his power. In hopes of 
furprizing him, he marched to Dunbar; but 
the duke, being apprized of his coming, fled 
to Berwic, and ordered his caftle of Dunbar to 
be furrendered to the lord Evandale, tho' not 
before the garrifon had provided themfelves ^ 
with boats and fmall veflels, in which they 
efcaped to England. I fliall readily admit, that 
the duke of Albany was fo much alarmed by 
the fcandalous mifcondud of James, and the 
tragical end of the earl of Mar, as to CQter into 
a correfpondence with fome of the chief lords 
for removing from James his worthlefs favou- 
rites, which the advocates for kingly power 
term caballing againft the ftate. It is : certain 
he ventured to come to Edinburgh, where 
James was fo well ferved with fpies, that he 

was 
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A.D. 1476. was feized, and committed clafe prifoner to t\ie 
Caftle, with orders that he fhould fpeak witli 
none but in the prefence of his keepers. The 
duke had probably fufpefted apd provided 
againft this difagreeable event ; for we arc toM 
that he had agents, who evciy day repaired to 
the caftle, as if they had come from court, and 
reported the ftate of matters between him and 
the king, while his keepers were prefent, in fo 
favourable a light, that they made no doubt of 
his foon regaining his liberty, and being re-ad- 
mitted to his brother's favour. The feeming 
negociation, at laft, went fo profperoufly on, 
that the duke gave his keepers a kind of a fare- 
wel entertainment, previous to his obtaining a 
formal deliverance ; and they drank fo immode- 
rately, that being intoxicated, they gave him an 
opportunity of efcaping over the caftle-wall, by 
converting the flieets of his bed into a rope. 
Whoever knows the fituation of that fortrefs^ 
muft be amazed at the boldnefs of this attempt ; 
and we are told that the duke's valet, the only 
domeftic he was allowed to have, making the 
experiment before his mafter, broke his neck; up- 
on which the duke, lengthening his convenience. 
Hided down unhurt, and carrying his fervant 
on his back to a place of fafety, he went on 
board a Ihip which his friends had provided, 
' and efcaped to France. Such, with a few im- 
material variations, is the hiflory of this efcape. 

Some 
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Some authors fay, that the caftle of Dunbar a. p. 147.6. 
was not furrendercd till after the duke's deli- 
verance. . ' 

Though James was encircled by worthjefs Diftraaiont 
favourites, and though fuperftition had its ®^^*^°^*"^' 
ufual eflFe^l: in him, that of rendering him cre- 
dulous and cruel, yet his weaknefs and folly 
were confined to his court. His father's me- 
mory, and the difpofitions he himfelf had 
fhewn during the firft years of his reign, joined 
to the alacrity which he had always difcovered 
in concurring with his parliament in every 
meafure of public good, kept his people within 
the bounds of their duty to his perfon and go- 
vernment. Some patriots, however, beheld 
his conduft with infinite concern and diflatif- 
fadion. The chief of thofe were the earl of 
Orkney and Caithnefs, and Sir James Liddel of 
Halkerton-. The former was one 'of the moft 
powerful fubjefts in Scotland, and had married 
a daughter of the houfe of Douglas. His daugh- 
ter by that marriage had been married (though 
fome fay uncanonically) to the duke of Albany; 
and it is not at all improbable that the Dou- 
glaffes might have been in concert with the 
duke and the earl of Orkney in a defign of re- 
forming the government. Perhsips the purpofe 
of their confederacy went farther, even to the 
dethroning the king, James, however, flood " 
ftill well in the eye of the public ; and when 
the earl of Orkney fortified, or, as the Scots 

Vol. IV. U called 
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A.D. 1476. called it, fluffed, his caftle of Crichton againft 
the royal authority, both he and Sir James 
Liddel were forfeited by act of parliament.' 
This fevcrity was far from ftifling the difcon- 
tent againft James, that prevailed among many 
of his great men. The duke of Albany was* 
then in France, where he was careffcd by Lewis 
the eleventh, whofe dark difpofition rendered 
him jealous of the good correfpondence which 
ftill continued to fubfift between the courts of 
England and Scotland. The duke, however, 
could not prevail upon Lewis to give him any 
other alliftancc than that of interceding for him 
with his brother ; though we are told, that the 
duke's former marriage being found invalid, 

Hawthorn- hc procurcd for him the daughter of the earl of 
Boulogne, one of the grcateft fortunes in 
France. The fimilarity of the characters of 
Lewis and James is, at this time, ftriking. 
Both of them hated their old nobility ; both of 
them were devoted, to dlftraclion, to the moft 
ridiculous fuperftitions ; both of them had a 
violent paflion for pilgrimages. Lewis had 
given a barber the management of his finances, 
and James had committed his to the care of 
Rogers, the Englifli fiddler. 

Tranf. Whcu wc tum our eyes to England, there 

linglwidT we find Edward the fourth putting his brother, 
the duke of Clarence, to death, as James had 
put the earl of Mar j but Edward continued to 
be punctual in the payments, to which he was 

engaged 
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engaged by treaty, with James. In 1477, he a. 0.1477; 
received a payment by the hands of Alexander Kym r. 
lord Hume, Robert Lawder of Edrington, fon 
and heir of Robert Lawder of the Bafs, and 
Adam Blackader of Blackader. This punftu- 
ality of Edward was far from making James 
his cordial friend. Lewis of France retained a 
ftrong power over his affections, by means of 
doftoi* Ireland, and his other agents in Scot- 
land ; and no dcmbt fupplied him, as well as 
Edward did, with money. Here I fliall take 
an opportunity of mentioning a moft curious 
coin, that has been omitted by all who have 
written upon the medallic art, which moft un- 
doubtedly belongs to James the third. He 
had a particular veneration for the flirine of St. 
John, at Ambois in France, where the head of 
the Baptift is faid to be ftill preferved. His 
paffion for vifiting that relic was fo great, that, 
about this time, he obtained from Edward a 147% 
fafe-conduft to travel through England in his 
way to France. Incidents happened that ren- 
dered this defign abortive ; but James ordered 
a moft magnificent medal, furpaffing, perhaps. Account of 
any thing of the fame kind in that age, to be able medal 
ftruck, and fent in a prefent to the flirine of jamc$. ^ 
the good faint. It is of gold, and weighing 
between fix and feven guineas. Its diameter is 
two inches and a third. The one fide repre- 
fents a beardlefs king, with long hair, fitting 
QU a royal throne, holding in one hand 4 naked 

U z fword|^ 
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A.D.147S. fword, and in the other a fliield with the Scotch- 
arms. On the borders of the canopy, which 
furmounts the throne, is an infcriptioa in Go- 
thic letters, In mi deffen^ meaning. In my de- 
fence, an ancient motto belonging to the arms 
of Scotland ; and above the canopy are the 
words Villa Benvlciy which proves that the me- 
dal was ftruck at Berwic. Around the figure 
is the following infcription in Gothic letters 
like wife : Monet a . nova Jacobi tcrtii Dei gratia 
regis Scotia i that is. The new money of James the 
third, by the grace of God, king of Scotland. 
On the other fide is the figure of St. Andrew^* 
the patron of Scotland, with his crofs, and 
round him the words Salvum fac fopulum tuum^ 
Domincj O Lord, fave thy people ^. 
Tames pre- Though Jamcs, iu the requeft he made for a 
Ke Eng. fafe-conduft, fays, that he was defirous of no- 
land. thing more than to fee his moft dear brother 

and coufin, Edward of England, yet it is cer- 
tain he was teized fo much by doctor Ireland, 
that he fent ambaffadors to England, requiring 
Edward to withdraw his afliftance from' the 
duke of Burgundy, who was then at war with 
the French king. This requifition, however,. 

* I have taken the account of this coin from the celebrated 
antiquary Du Cange, in his Trait6 Hiftorique du Chef de St, 
Jean Bapti/le. Though I call this piece a medal, yet Du Cango 
thinks it might have been a current coin ; but this is fcarcely 
fuppofeable. As I never heard of any duplicate of it, it is not 
impoflible that James, from an excels of complaifance to the 
faint, might have ordered the die to be broken. See likcwife An- • 
dcrfon's S^le6hi$. 

feema 
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fccms only to have been a matter of form; for a.d.x47S. 
I find that, in the beginning of the year 1478, 
a treaty of marriage was on foot between the 
king's fecond fifter and the earl of Rivers, bro-. 
ther to the queen of England, which did not 
take place. The perpetual praftices of the 
French agents, at laft, made an imprcffion 
upon James, and he fliewed difpofitions for 
invading England. His greateft di£Sculty in 147^ 
breaking with Edward lay in his being obliged 
to repay the money he had received of the prin- 
cefs Cecily's fortune, in cafe the marriage bc^ 
tween her and the prince of Rothefay did not 
take place ; but Balfour, in his Manufcript An- 
nals, tells us, with great probability, that Lewis 
offered to make him cafy on that head out of 
his own finances. James, being thus refolved 
on a breach with England, was well furnifhed 
with pretexts for beginning the war. The earl 
of Douglas and his partizans were in greater 
favour at Edward's court than ever ; and the 
garrifon of Dunbar had been received in Eng- 
land as the friends and allies of that nation. 
The earl of Rofs was difcontented, and he, with 
^ne Sir Alexander Rait, had withdrawn to Eng- 
land, after being fummoned to apf>ear before 
the Scotch parliament, and forfeited for their 
non-appearances. All this time, a feeming good 
underftanding was kept up between Edward 
and Lewis, who paid the former a fubfidy . of 
fifty thoufand crowns a year; but the under- 
hand 
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A.D. 1480. hand dealings of Lewis began to be difplayed 
about the beginning of the year 1480, when 
the preparations of James for invading Eng« 
land could no longer be difguifed. 

The war began by the commiifion of mutual 
hofiilities upon the borders, with the couAi- 
vance of both kings; but James, to keep up 
appearances, fent a herald to the Englifh courts 
with offers to redrefs all attempts that had i)een 
made by his fubjccls againft the truce, provided 
that king Edward w^ould do the like. Edward, 
who had been long uneafy at the conne6)ions 
between James and Lewis, detained this mef- 
fenger for fome time, and then fent him back 
without any anfwer. The truth is, that he had 
now come to a refolution how to aft, and had 
nominated his brother, Richard duke of Glo- 
cefter, to be his lieutenant-general againft James, 
who, he faid, proclaimed war fooner by deeds 
than he did by words, alluding to the hofiilities 
that had been committed upon the borders. 
In the duke of Glocefier's commiffion, many 
expreffions are made ufe of, which prove that 
Edward afted by the inftigation of the difcon- 
tented Scots. He calls James his inveterate 
enemy, who, defpifing his own reputation, and 
all his nobility, was preparing to make war 
againft England. Both nations were now pre- 
pared for hofiilities ; but when James was 
marching at the head of his army to the fron- 
tiers, he was accofted by a nuncio from the 

pope. 
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pope, who commanded him to lay afide his a.d.i4«». 
arms, as the Turks were then threatening the 
ruin of all Chriflendom ; upon which, James, 
not doubting that the fame injundion had been 
laid upon Edward, difbanded his army. I have 
related this event as it ftands upon the records 
of Scotland ; but I am ftrongly inclined to be- 
lieve, that the true reafon why James did not 
proceed in his march, was the difappointment 
he met with from Lewis. That prince conti- 
nued his favour to the duke of Albany, who 
no doubt imprefled him with a contemptible 
opinion of James, on account of his variance 
with his old nobility ; and Lewis had neglefted 
to make him the remittances he had promifed, 
which might be the true reafon why he had 
difmiffed his army. 

Edward wa$ under no papal influence, and The c^gc 

of Bcrwic 

his army being on foot, he ordered it to enter raifcd. 
the borders of Scotland, great part of which 
was ravaged. The borderers, though unpro- 
tefted by the royal troops, flood on their own 
defence, and repelled the invaders ; upon which, 
Edward ordered a general rendezvous of all 
his troops in the North, and laid fiege to Ber- 
wic. The place had been newly fortified by 
James at a great expence ; and the feafon being 
far advanced, the garrifon made fo gallant a 
defence, that the Englilh were obliged to raife 
the fiege, though they had made feveral breaches 
in the iaew built walls. Edward confidered this 

as 
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A.D. 14S1. as a defeat and difgracc to his army ; and early 
in the year 1481, he took the field in perfon 
againit his unfaithful and ancient enemy, as he 
called James, commanding his fubjecls to at- 
tend him in his defigned expedition, in their 
pcrfons, with waggons, arms, ammunition, and 
all other implements of war. 

It does not appear that, even at this time, 
the body of the Scotch nation was difaffecled to 
their king. He had, on the contrary, fo great 
a confidence in their loyalty, that on the fecond 
of April he fiimmoncd his parliament, to meet 
at Edinlr.:rg]i. He there laid before them the 
whole ftiitc of afl'airs between him and the " rei- 
far," that is, ufurper, Edward of England ; and 
they entered very warmly into his quarrel. 
They difclaimcd the right of Edward to the 
crown of England ; and there is fomewhat fo 
very clear and precife in their rcfolutions, that 
I Ihall lay them before the reader. They fay, 
" That becaufe it is undoubtedly true that the 
faid reifar, Edward, through his boundleft ava- 
rice, and infatiable dcfire of plunder and conqueft, 
being fearlefs of God, cind rcgardlefs of the ef- 
fuflon of blood, of the oatli himfelf had made 
to keep the truce, and of his honour and lau- 
ty, is pofitivcly determined to profecute the 
war which he fo unjuftly commenced, and to 
endeavour, with all his power, the deftruclion 
and conqueft of this realm, the three eftates 
have therefore heartily and freely promifed to 

our 
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our fovereign lord, to ftand firm in their obe- a. d. 1481. 
dience to his highnefs, with theii* perfons, lands 
and goods, in defence of his moft noble perfpn, 
his fucceffion, realm and lieges, as they and 
their anceftors had done before.'^ This brifk 
refolvc was attended, or followed, by feveral 
very important advices which they gave to his 
majefty, and orders which they emitted with 
his concurrence towards a vigorous defence. 
In the firft place, they ordered all men living 
within the kingdom to be ready upon eight 
days warning, or fooner, if required, to attend 
the king with arms and proviiions for at leaft 
twenty days. They made regulations concern- 
ing the weapons, fuch as fpears, axes, bows, 
&c. which every man was to bring along with 
him, and couriers or pofts for the quicker dif- 
patch of neceffary orders and intelligences. 
They appointed the caftles of Dunbar, Lochma- hJs difpofi. 

* ' tions for 

ben, St, Andrew's, Aberdeen, Tantallon, Hume, th.t p«r. 
Douglas, Hales, Edringtoun, the Hermitage, ^*' 
and in general every gentleman's houfe to be 
well provided with viduals and artillery ; " and 
becaufe, fay they, of the honourable and cou- 
rageous opinion, that is, refolution of our fove- 
reign lord, to preferve the town of Berwic, and 
the great coft and expences his highnefs has been 
at in fortifying, ftrengthening, and new-build- 
ing the walls of the fame, as alfo in repairing 
the caftle, and furniihing it with artillery, and 
in placing a garrifou of five hundred men in the ■. 
Vol. IV, X town, 
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A. D.14S1. town, to be maintained at his majefiy's chu^gCB, 
to the great honour and profit of the realm, 
and no lefs harm and detriment of the enemy ; 
they therefore oblige themfelves to maintain ai 
many more men in other places, that is to fay, 
twenty in Blackader, twenty in Wedderbum, • 
fixty in Hume, fixty in Cesford, fixty in Jed- 
burgh, twenty in Ormiftoun, twenty in Ed* 
gcrftoun, twenty in Cocklaw, twenty in Dol- 
phinftoun, one hundred in the Hermitage, forty 
in Cafilemilk, forty in Annand, and twenty 
in BcUiftower.'' 

by order of The acl then proceeds to name the different 

pariumeor. Qflj^^j-g ^f ^jjis army. James Borthwic, fon of 
the lord Borthwic, was to command the gar* 
rifons of Blackader, Wedderburn, and Hume, 
with two captains under, him; and the head 
of the houfe of Edmondfton the garrifons of 

* . Cranfton, Lemington, Clolbum, and Amis- 

field. Thefe principal captains (fays Aber- 
cromby) as they are called, were to receive all 
the pay due to themfelves, their under-cap* 
tains or lieutenants, and foldiers, under their 
rcfpecUve commands, eleven ihillings and fix* 
pence being the daily allowance given to every 
fpear, and eleven fliillings to every bow, which 
money they wcfre to deburfe, as they Ihould 
be anfwerable to the king's highnefs ; and the 
three eftates obliged themfelves to raife it, the 
clergy being bound to maintain twelve fcore, 
or two hundred and forty men, the barons as 

•many. 
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many, and the boroughs one hundred and a.d.i48V, 
twenty. 

It muft be acknowledged that this zA carries 
with it an appearance of a ftanding army ; but 
it was an army under the direction of the par- 
liament, which even nominated its officers. As 
to the king's name being made ufe of in the 
ftatute, it is merely a matter of form, and can 
never eftablifh any paramount right the king 
had in the dircftion of this army ; for the fame 
power which had nominated the officers un- 
doubtedly might reduce them. The conftitu-^ 
tion of Scotland, at this time, it is true, con* 
fidered the king as being the head of the par- 
liament, but never underftood that he was 
veiled with any power, but what he derived 
from his people. He was likewifc general of 
the army, but that army was compofed of his 
people, who fuppofed, if they were invaded by 
Edward in perfon, that he was to head them* 
That this was the cafe there can be no manner 
of doubt, from the purport of the following 
act, for providing againft the national enemies, 
in cafe of an invafion. 

It fet forth, « That all poffible diligence fliould 
be ufed in order to get intelligence of the de- 
figns and approach of the faid reifar Edward ; . 
that in the mean time letters Ihould be written 
to all flieriflPs, commanding all our fovereign 
lord's lieges to be in a readinefs to attend him 
with their horfes^ arms, and fufficient provi- 

X 2 lions ; 
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A.D.14SX. fions; that frequent wappinfhawings or ien« 
dezvoufes fiiould be held ; that upon fight of 
an enemy fires fhould be kindled upon eini« 
neftces near the fea-coafts, within every fix 
miles of length, and one of breadth ; that fit 
officers ihould alfo be pofted within fix miles 
of one another, to raife and command the 
country when occafion fhould require ; that if 
the faid reifar Edward happened to invade the 
kingdom in perfon, he fhould be refifted by 
our fovereign lord in proper perfon, at the head 
of the whole body of the realm, as they will 
live and die with his highnefs in his defence ; 
and if the faid reifar did only fend wardens at 
the head of his army, that he fhould likewife 
be refifled by wardens and lieutenants, fuffi- 
ciently impowered for the purpofe." 

From the words of this aft nothing can be 
more plain, than that the parliament made all 
tlie difpofitions for carrying on the war, even 
to the appointing the king's highnefs to com- 
mand the army, if the king of England fhould 
invade Scotland in perfon. This was carry-, 
ing the power of parliament very high in a 
monarchical flate, as it reduced the royal au- 
thority to its firfl principle?, as mentioned by 
Tacitus and other great writers, who fay that 
the firfl kings among the northern nations 
were originally no other than generals chofen 
by the people to head them in time of wan 
But this parliament even appointed the gene- 
rals 
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rals and officers, who were to command their a,d. i4«x. 
army, if the king fhould not take the Held in 
perfon. Upon the face of all this parliamentary 
proceeding, it is evident that the members were 
under great difficulties. They were, on the 
one hand, zealous for the independency of their 
country, in oppofition to Edward, the duke 
of Albany, and the Douglas faclion, who they 
knew had confented to facrifice thcjii. On the 
other hand, they faw James befett with worth- 
lefs, upftart, favourites, who impofcd upon his 
credulity, and were fowing the feeds of diflen- 
lion between him and his old nobility; and 
this fecms to have been the true reafon why 
they thought proper to take the direftion of 
the army upon themfelves. Previous to this, 
a proclamation vj^as emitted for rewarding any 
one who fliould bring the perfon of the traitor 
James of Douglas (meaning the exiled earl of 
that name) to the king, with the fiim of a 
thoufand marks, and an heritable eflate and 
land to the value of an hundred marks of yearly 
rent By the fame proclamation, twenty pounds 
was offered for taking any of his followers, if 
a gentleman, and ten pounds if a yeoman. A 
full pardon and indemnity was offered to all 
the followers of the traitor Douglas, who 
fliould return to their allegiance in twenty-four, 
days; and likewife to the borderers, and all 
other offenders within the kingdom, excepting 
the traitor James of Douglas, Alexander Jard- 

ing. 
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A. D. 1481. ing, Sir Richard Holland, Mr. Patric Haliblir« 
ton, a prieft, and all other traitors who had 
fworn themfclvcs Englifhrnen, and continued 



to remain in England. 



TheEngiifli Thcfc wcrc Wife and patriotic meafurcs ; and 



invade 



ScoUaod. the king appeared to be fo well pleafed with the 
proceedings of his parliament, that he thanked 
them in a fpeech, and promifed to remove all 
their grievances, and poffiblc caufes of their dif- 
content, an evidence that he was confcious they 
had fuch. TJiis fpeech feems to have been dic- 
tated by his worthlcfs favourites, to avoid the 
future ftorm, which the ftate of national affairs^ 
at this time, prefentcd. Ed^vard, reviving the 
policy of his anccftors, employed Halibur- 
ton the pricft, captain Henry Pole, and John 
Bain, mayor of Carricfergus, to treat with, 
and conclude an alliance with, his mofl dear 
coufin, the lord of the Ifles, and earl of Rofs, 
his much beloved coufin, Donald Gorne, and 
all the coufins and counfcUors of the faid earl. 
It is probable that Edward had great dependence 
upon this alliance, and that this was one of the 
caufes, joined, perhaps, to his want of money, 
why he did not this year take the field againft 
the Scots as he propofed. His moft powerful 
reafon, however, might be the excellent prepa- 
rations which, by the vigorous refolutions of par- 
liament, had been made upon the borders of 
Scotland to receive him. That he might not 
fecm perfectly inactive, he ordered his fleet td 

ravage 
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ravage the coafts on each fide of the Forth at a.d.hSi. 
difcretion ; but its commanders found even the 
gentlemen's feats in fo good a pofture of defence^ 
that all they did was burning s^ few hovels, and 
taking or deftroying eight merchant-veflels. 
The Scots had many reafons for keeping them- 
fclves entirely upon the defenfive. They could 
not depend upon the French king, who conti- 
nued to proteft the duke of Albany, and every 
day increafed their difcontent with James, and 
their diflike of his favourites. On the other 
hand, the king of England was ftreogthening 
himfelf by family alliances with all the great 
powers of Europe, and adually received from 
Lewis a yearly fubfidy of twenty-five thoufand 
crowns ; though he had lately concluded a de* 
fenfive treaty againft that prince with the duke 
of Brittany, and declared that he was ready to 
invade France. This declaration was fo agree- 
able to his parliament, that when it met on the 
fourteenth of January, 1482, it granted him a ^s«, 
large fubfidy. All the hiftorians of this time 
agree that Edward had many great fchemes in 
view, and that he thought none of them could 
take efFeft without fecuring Scotland. Lewis 
the eleventh had probably difappointed James 
in the money which was to refund the marriage- 
portion of the princefs Cecily, the non-payment 
of which was laid hold upon by Edward to jufti- 
fy his invafion. He had for feme time kept up 
acorrefpondence with the duke of Albany, who, 

not- 
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A.D. i4Sa« notwithftanding all the obligations he lay under 
to Lewis, was diflatisficd with his coldnefs in 
foUiciting his being reinftated in his Scotch ho- 
nours and eftate. That duke's firft wife, the 
carl of Orkney's daughter, was ftill alive, as 
was his fecond wife, the daughter of the earl 
of Murray; but feveral objections were made 
to the laft marriage. Edward, who was no 
ftranger to the duke's difficulties and difcon- 
tents, fecretly offered him all he could demand 
as the price of his fen^iccs; and he agreed 
that it fliould be no lefs than the crown of Scot- 
land, which the duke was to hold of Edward. 
infamoiss Lewis having fome fufpicion of this infamous 

y^rdike co^P^^j ^he duke was fo narrowly watched, 
•*; Albany ^^at a fliip, commandcd by one James Douglas, 
king of was fent to carry him off by ftealth from France ; 
and the fliip-mafter having perfeftly fucCceded 
in liis undertaking, Edward gave him a noble 
reward upon the duke's arrival in England. It 
appears that they met together at the caffle of 
Fotheringay, in the beginning of June, and 
that they entered into articles of agreement the 
tenth of the fame month, whidi were repeated 
and ratified the next day. In this negociation 
the duke of Albany is ftiled Alexander king of 
Scotland, by the gift of the king of England, 
a meannefs which never had difgraced even the 
Baliol titles. The reft of this agreement is in- 
famous, almoft beyond belief or precedent. 
Alexander obliged himfelf and his heirs to af- 

iift. 
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fift, "With all tis power, king Edward and his a. a 14*4. 
heirs, in all his quarrels, and againfi: all earthly 
prlnce$ ot perfons ; to fwear fealty and do ho- 
mage to the faid king Edward for the crown 
of Scotland, within fix months after his being 
put in pofleffioti of the irioft part of the kingdom ; 
to give tip the town Jind caftle of Berwic to the 
crown of England, as alfo the cafUe of Loch<^ 
maben, and tenuities of Lidfdale^ Elkdale, atid 
Anandale, fourteen days after his being con- 
dnftcd by the Englifh army to Edinburgh; to 
break, renotlnce, and diiclaim the old league 
between: Scotland and France, and never to re- 
new the fame. Lallly, if he could make him- 
felf clear of all other women (a teftimOny that 
his lady was Hot yet dead) according to the laws 
of the Chriftian churchy within a year, or fooner„ 
to marry the lady Cecil, king Edward's daugh- 
ter, to his ftephcw the duke of Rothfay ; and 
if he could not by the laws of the church get 
free of other women, not to fuffer his eldeft 
fon and heir to be married^ but by the order of 
the'king of England, and to fome lady of his 
blood. On the other hand, king Edward 
obliged himfelf to afEft the faid Alexander to- 
wards reducing the kingdom of Scotland to his 
obedience, and to fupport him in it againfl 
James, now holding the crown of that realm. 

It is Very remarkable, that this treafonable examinea 
contraft is neither mentioned by Bocce, who f^rtdir 
wrote at the time, nor by Buchanan^ nor in- 

VouIV. Y deed 
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K D. 148a. deed by any Scotch hiftorian who wrote before 
the reign of queen Anne, when Mr. Rymer 
publiihed his Colledions. It is true that fome 
of them fufpecled, and Lefley affirms, that Ed- 
ward defigned to place the duke of Albany on 
the throne of Scotland ; but even Hawthorn- 
den is far from imagining that the duke's en«- 
gagements facrificed, to his ambition, every tie 
of nature and duty. Buchanan was fo ill in- 
formed, that he treats the duke's views upon 
the crown as mere chimeras, fuggefted by his 
enemies to prepoflefs the king againft him. 
Upon the whole, whatever the demerits of 
James at this time might have been with re- 
gard to his people, yet they certainly were not 
fuch as could juftify the duke's conduct. He 
had, it is true, received great provocations, 
and he might have known fo much of James 
and his favourites, as to induce him to believe 
there was a neceffity for abridging their power, 
and reforming the ftate. But it is now necef- 
fary to attend the court of James, which was 
generally held at Stirling. 
Cochran the Cochrau had now got fo much the afcen* 
jVmtt?'^ •^ dency over his affections, that there was 
no accefs to the royal prefence but through 
.him. The king made him a prefent of the re- 
venues of the earldom of Mar, but whether hfe 
dignified him with the title is a matter of 
fome doubt, though the old hiftorians call him 
earl. It is on all hands agreed^ that he made 

amoft 
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a moft unworthy ufe of his favour ; and that at a. d. t^%* 
laft he obtained a power of coinage, which he 
abufed fo much, as to endanger an infurredion 
among the poor people ; for he iffued a bafe 
coin, called Black-money by the common peo- 
ple, which they refufed to take in payments. 
Cochran's Ikill in architefture had made him 
firft known to James, but he maintained his 
power by other arts ; for well knowing that his 
mafter's weak fide was love of money, he pro- 
cured it by the meaneft and moft oppreffive 
methods. Though Cochran ftands in hiftory 
as the moft diftinguiflied of James's favourites, 
becaufe none among them, befides him, ap- 
pears to have entered into the management of 
public afiFairs, yet the names of others, of pro- 
feffions ftill more defpicable than that of Coch- 
ran, have come to our hands ; James^ Hommil 
a taylor, Leonard a blackfmith, Torfifan a 
fencing-mafter, and others. The only two do- 
meftics he had, who are diftinguiflied as gentle- 
men, were Thomas Prefton and John Ramfay ; 
but they were not favourites, and had very 
little credit at his court. The influence of the 
worthlefs minions over James is faid to have 
been fuch, that though he was inclined to -have ' 
relieved his people, by calling in Cochran's 
money, he was diverted from that refolution, 
from the confideration that it would be agree* 
able to his old nobility. 

Y 2 I am 
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A. D. Mti. I am far from denying the poflibility that 
EngUd. many reports concerning this unfortunate princp 
might have been exaggerated ; but even Lefley^ 
one of the greateft advocates for the royal line 
of Scotland, and who had the greateft oppor- 
tunities of information, admits, that they were 
but too well founded in the main. Public?. 
acls of flate were indeed managed, as ufual, by 
the nobility and great officers of the crown^j 
that is, all the troublefome parts of govern- 
ment were left to them, while they had no ac- 
cefs to their prince, to lay before him their 
own or his people's grievances, or the true ftate 
of his affairs. I do not perceive that they in- 
tended to reftore the feudal fyftcm, as it had 
been fettled in Scotland before the reftoratioA 
of James the firft ; but, at the time it was re- 
formed, there was no intention to impair the 
conftitutional rights of the great lords and 
landholders, one of which was the free accefs 
to their king's perfon and councils, from which 
they were now excluded. Many meetingsi 
were held among them, and fome dutiful mef- 
fages, we are told, were fent in their name to 
the king, petitioning him to difmifs his worthr 
lefs favourites, and to take men of virtue, 
rank, and family, into his confidence; inti- 
mating, at the fame time, that if he did not 
follow that advice, he and his minions muft 

« 

anfwer for the confetjuences. James, iq an- 

fweip 
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fwcr to this meflage, faid, that he employed a.d,i4«». 
noblemen as his minifters in the great affairs of 
flate, but that he fiiw no right they had to ad* 
vife him in the management of his domeftic 
concerns ; that the fervants they complained of 
were men whom he loved and could truft; 
nor would he difmifs one of them at the re- 
queft of the lords. As a foftening to this an- 
fwer, he concluded it by faying, that if all his 
nobility would meet together, and be unani- 
mous in opinion, he would be counfelled by 
them in the defence and liberty of his realm. 
There can be no doubt that many fecret well- 
wifliers to the exiled family of Douglas were 
prefent at this meeting, who looked upon the 
king's anfwer to be a denial of their juft de- 
mands ; but as the nation was then upon the 
eve of a war with England, they forbore to 
Ihew any marks of refentment till the army 
fhould take the field; a ftrong prefumption 
that they confidered it as being under their 
own diredion, rather than that of the king. 

It is obfervable, that the two papers, con- 
taining the ftipulations between Edward . and 
the duke of Albany, feem, by their ftyle and 
manner, to have been drawn up by a Scotf- 
man, from whence we may infer, that Edward 
had refolved to grant to the duke his own 
terms, at leaft on that occafion. He had, by 
this time, named his brother, the duke of Glo- 
teiler, to con^imand the army that was to in- 
vade 
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A.D. i4Sa. vadc Scothnd ; but it is certain that the fhame- 
ful agreement which had been made with the 
duke of Albany was unknown to many of the 
Scotch noblemen who had confederated againft 
James ; but many circumftances incline mc to 
think it was no fecret to othei^. Be that as it 
may, the duke of Gloccfter's commiflion was 
very ample, and enabled him to raife all the 
northern counties of England. Two hundred 
pounds were advanced him to defray the eXf 
pence of his artillery, befides an hundred more 
for buying two hundred and twenty draught* 
horfes for carrying it from Newcaftle to Scot- 
land. In the intermediate time, hoftilities 
raged between the two nations. An attempt 
was made by the Englifli to furprife Berwicy 
and another defcent was made at the mouth of 
the Forth ; but the firft defign mifcarried thro* 
the bravery of the garrifon, and the latter by 
the excellent difpofitions which had been made 
by the parliament. The two dukes continued 
their march, and renewed the fiege of Berwic ; 
upon which, James fent out proper fummonfes 
for affembling an army, with forty days vic- 
tuals for each man, to appear on the Borough- 
muir of Edinburgh, and from thence to pafs 
forwards with the king where he pleafed, in 
defence of the realm. 

James Au cxccllent army was accordingly raifed^ 

but it was commanded by officers who were 
difgufted with the condud of James, and fome 

of 
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of them in confederacy with the ufurper duke a. d. i4Sa. 
of Albany, and the earl of Douglas. The 
troops, in fliort, were more under their com- 
mand than under that of James, while he and 
his favourites were fo fecure and infatuated as 
not even to fufpeft the leaft defign againft them- 
felves. Cochran feems to have had the charge 
of the artillery, great part of which was brought 
from the caftle of Edinburgh ; and the army, 
which is faid to have confifted of about twenty- 
four thoufand well-appointed men, borderers 
included (though fome writers have made them 
double that number) marched from Edinburgh 
to Sowtry, and from thepce to Lawder, a town 
lying on the confines of Merfe and Teviotdale* 
Here the confederated lords refolved to put their 
great fcheme in execution ; and, however their 
condud has been impeached by advocates for 
arbitrary power, their proceedings undoubtedly 
were worthy the fons of liberty. They are faid 
to have confifted of twenty-four noblemen, the 
chief of whom were the earl of Angus and the 
lord Evandale ; the firft, according to Lindfay, 
being prefident of the council, and the latter 
chancellor of the kingdom ; the earls of Argyle, 
Huntley, Orkney, Lenox, Crawford, and Bu- 
chan, with the lords Hume, Fleming, Gray, 
Drummond, Seton, and feveral bifhops, eccle- 
fiaftical lands being then fubjeci: to military fer- 
vices. Some of thofe noblemen and their fami- 
lies had always been eminently attached to the 

crown. 
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A. D. 148s* crown, and were ftill fo to the perfon of JamM^ 
particularly the chancellor, the carls of Hunt- 
ley and Lenox, with the lords Dnimmond ind 
Seton; but, upon this occafion, they unani* 
moufly refolved to make a diftindion between 
the king's perfonal and political capacity, and^ 
whatever repugnance he might fhew, to remove 
the evil counfellors from before his throne. 
Cochran and The army lay encamped between the town 
^"ct ^ a^d church of Lawder, and the lords, after fom^ 
htmdtr*^ deliberation *, refolved, to remove the king, 
with fome of his leaft exceptionable domeftk» 
(but without offering any violence to his perfon) 
to the caftle of Edinburgh ; but to hang all his 
worthlefs favourites over Lawder-bridge, the 
common place of execution. Their deliberation 
was not kept fo fecret as not to come to the 
cari5 of the favourites, who fufpefting the worft, 
wakened James before day-break, and inform- 
ing him of the meeting, he ordered Cochran 
to repair to it, and to bring him an account oi 
its proceedings -f . According to Lindfay, who- 

» The lord Gray defiring to be heard, told them the apologuer 
of the mice, " who confulthig in a public meeting how to bo 
free from being furprifed by the cat, found out a very good way, 
which was to hang a bell about her neck, which would ring as 
Ihe flepped, and fo give them warning of her approach : but, 
added he, when it came to be queftioned, who would undertake 
to faften ths bell to the neck of the cat, there was never a moufe 
duril promife fo much upon his own courage." The earl of An- 
gus immediately took the thought, and anfwered, " I will bell 
the cat ;" which bold anfwer got him the name or appellation of 
Archibald Bell the Cat ; and the truth is, he very well deferved it, 

+ Lindfay's defcription of this upftart's magnificence is very 
particular, and may ferve to give the reader an idea of the finery 
of that age. 

*< Cochran, 
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feems to have had very minute information as A.D,i48a% 
to this cataftrophe, Cochran rudely knocked 
at the door of the church, juft after the affem- 
bly had finiihed their confultation ; and upon 
Sir Robert Douglas of Lpchlevin (who was ap- 
pointed to watch the door) informing them 
that the earl of Mar demanded admittance, the 
earl of Angus ordered the door to be thrown 
open, and rufliing upon Cochran, he pulled a 
mafly gold chain from his neck, faying, that a 
rope would become him better ; while Sir Ro- 
bert Douglas ftripped him of a coftly blowing- 
horn he wore by his fide, as was the manner of 
the times, telling him he had been too long the 
hunter of mifchief. Cochran, with aftonifli- 
ment, afked them whether they were in jeft or 
earneft; but they foon convinced him they 
were in earneft, by pinioning down his arms 
with a common halter till he fliould be carried 
to execution. 

" Cochran, fays he, the earl of Mar, came from the king to 
the council (which council was hplden in the kirk of Lawder for 
the time) who was well accompanied with a band of men of war, 
to the number of three hundred light axes> all clad in white 
livery, and black bends thereon, that they might be known for 
Cochran the earl of Mar's men. Himfelf was clad in a riding pie 
of black velvet, with a great chain of gold about his neck, to 
the value of five hundred crowns 5 and four blowing-horns, with • 
both the ends of gold and filk, fet with precious ftones. H'g 
horn was tipped with fine gold at every end, and a precious 
ftone, called a beryl, hanging in the midft. This Cochran had 
his heumont borne before him, overgilt with gold j and fo were 
all the reft of his horns ; and all his pallions (pavilions or tents) 
were of fine canvas of filk, and the cords thereof fine twined 
filk ; and the chains upon his pallions were double overgilt with 
gold/' 

'Vol. IV, Z The 
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A. D. 1482. The earl of Angus, with fome of the chief 
cOTfmeTto lords, attended by a detachment of troops^ 
iL^ur^!^ then repaired to the king's tent, where they 
feized his other favourites, Thomas Prefton, 
Sir| William Rogers, James Hommil, William 
Torfifan, and Leonard, and upbraided himfelf, 
in very rude terms, with his mifcondud in 
government, and even in private life, in not 
only being counfelled by the above minions, 
but for keeping company with a lady, who was 
called the Daify. We know of no refiftance 
made by James. He only interceded for the 
fafety of a young gentleman, one John Ram£iy 
of Balmain; and Cochran, with his other worth- 
lefs favourites, were hanged over Lawder- 
bridge before his eyes *, while he himfelf was 
conducted, under an eafy reftraint, to the caf- 
' tie of Edinburgh, and the army was diibanded. 
Though I have done juftice to all that is dc* 
fenfible in this celebrated proceeding, yet I 
muft be of opinion, that the well-intentioned 
lords were the dupes of thofe who were pri- 
vately confederated with the duke of Albany 
and the earl of Douglas ; and that their con« 
du6t, after punilhing the favourite?, deferves a 
very different term than that of afting in the 
caufe of liberty, Drummond of Hawthornden 
has given us the form of an affociation entered 

* The dillin6lion between the peiTonal and political charadtcf 
of a king was eftabliflied by the Englifh baroiis, when king Joha 
granted them the great charter of liberties. 

into 
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into by the confederate lords ; but though it a.d. i4H« 
might co;ptain their fentiments, it is certainly 
not authentic ; and the only apology that can 
be made for their difbanding their army is, that 
James refufed to be ruled by their counfels. 
This, however, never can vindicate their making 
him a prifoner in the chief fort of his kingdom, 
whJfe their enemies were upon their frontiers 
with an army. Upon the whole, the latter 
part of their conduft, as it has been reprefcnted 
even by anti-monarchical writers, is irrecon- 
cileable to the principles of true patriotifm ;' 
but I am now to attend the operations of the 
field. 

The Englifh army confifted of twenty-two ThcEngr& 
thoufand five hundred fighting men, well armed,- f«ffion of 
and provided with every thing that could ren- * 
der an expedition fuccefsful, that was to place 
an ufurper on the throne of his brother, and to 
fubjeci: the liberties of Scotland to her moft in- 
veterate and dangerous enemies. Befides the 
army which, with its artillery, was ordered to 
rendezvous at Alnwic about the beginning of 
July, the Englifli government had fitted out a 
fleet under the command of Robert RatclifF, 
which carried the cannon which was (o form 
the fiege of Berwic anew. The firft column 
was headed by the earl of Northumberland, the 
lord Scroop, Sir John Middleton, Sir John 
Ditchfield, and confifted of fix thoufand feven 
hundred men. The fecQnd column, which con- 

Z 2 tained 
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k.D«i4Si. tained five thoufand eight hundred, wis coiAh- 
manded by the duke of Gloceftcr in perfon, 
and under him by the lords Lovel and Grey* 
fiock, and Sir Edward Woodvillc. The laft 
column, which compofed the rear, and coil- 
iifted of three thoufand men, was led by the 
lord Nevil ; and the cavalry, who were fix jor 
feven thoufand, were under the command of 
the lords Stanley and Fitzhugh. Such was the 
army that formed the fiegc of Berwic, about 
the time when the cataftrophe at Lawder, and 
the diffolution of the Scotch army, happened* 
No fooner did the certainty of thofe two events 
arrive at the Englifli camp, than the dukes of 
Glocefter and Albany (the latter of whom 
feems to have had no a^hial command in the 
• expedition) committed the fiege of Berwic to 
the lord Stanley, Sir John Elrington, and Sir 
Williatn Parr, with four thoufand men ; and 
marched forwards, with the reft of the army, to 
Edinburgh, where they arrived without meet- 
ing any oppofition. 

James continued ftill in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, but all orders were iflbed in his name, 
all royal honours were performed to his perfon^ 
and I am inclined to believe that the noblemen, 
who had no farther views than the reformation 
of his government, were themfelves convinced 
that the king ought to remain where he was, 
to keep him out of the hands of the duke of Al- 
bany and bis fadion, becaufe he had no army on 

foot 
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foot fufilcient to fight them and the Englifii. A^v^ufiu. 
As to that duke, he affected a great tendernefs 
for his country, and the Engliih in their march 
had carefully avoided all ads of violence and 
rapine, Thofe precautions failed in procur- 
ing him a reception at Edinburgh anfwerable 
to his expedations ; and the nation in general 
treated him with fo much coldnefs, that he 
never had the courage to avow the fhameful 
treaty he had made with Edward ; fo that it 
might ftill have been a fecret to the public, had 
it not been printed by Mr. Rymer; It is, how- 
ever, pretty extraordinary, that fo impetuou§ 
a prince as the duke of Glocefter, ihould be fa 
moderate as to keep the fecret, efpecially when 
we confidcr the great fums fpent in the expedi- 
tion. Upon the whole, there is no room to ^ 
doubt that Edward and his brother had been 
impofed upon in the reprefentations they had 
received of the affairs of Scotland, and that the 
bafe conduft of the duke of Albany's confede- 
rates, after the execution at Lawder, had roufed 
the nation into a deteftation of their proceed- 
ings, and recovered their affections for their 
fovereign. - 

While the two dukes remained at Edinburgh, a trettj^ 
we know of no attempt made upon that caftle, 
where James ftill refided. From this circum- 
ftance I am inclined to believe, that the Engliih 
had left their heavy artillery at Berwic, though 
by fome authors the caftle is faid to have been 

fparcd 



174 THEHISTORY 

A,D. 1481. fpared at the duke of Albany's entreaty, becaufe 
it could not be befieged without doing great 
damage to the town. Other prudential confi- 
derations might interpofe; for the duke of 
Glocefter received intelligence of a body of 
Scots aflembling at Haddington, who might be 
foon in a condition to cut oflf his return to Eng- 
land. It is plain that, upon his arrival at Edin* 
burgh, he had entirely altered his fentiments, 
and had refolved, if poflible, to conclude a 
peace, if he could barely fave his own, and his 
brother's, honour. It does not even appear that 
the Englilh army entered Edinburgh ; and 
Drummond tells us, that it remained encamped 
at Reftalrig, while the duke of Glocefter paid 
a vifit to the town, where the inhabitants were 
entirely devoted to James. Among the other 
Scotch nobility affembled at Haddington, were 
the archbifliop of St. Andrew's, James biihop 
of Dunkeld, the lord chancellor Evandale, and 
the earl of Argyle, all of them true patriots, 
and aftive in the fervice of their country, but 
willing to preferve it from a foreign, as a do* 
meftic, war. They fent notice by the lord Darn- 
ley, and the eleft bifliop of Murray, to the duke 
of Glocefter, that they were willing to enter 
into a negociation for preferving the peace of 
their country, and defired to know the duke's 
terms. Thefe were very moderate, and chiefly 
refpccled the pretended original grounds of the 
war, which were, the re-payment of the money 

Ed^ 
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Edward had advanced as the portion of the lady a.i>. 148a. 
Cecily, and fome indemnification for the depre- 
dations that had been committed on the borders* 
The Scotch lords endeavoured to evade the 
payment of the money, by offering that the 
marriage fhould be immediately celebrated. 
This propofal was declined by Richard, who 
pretended that his inftruftions from his brother 
were confined to an immediate demand of the 
money ; but he feems to have dropped his claim 
of indemnification for depredations. 

The demand of the duke of Albany came 
next under confideration, and it is certain that, 
by this time, James and the mediating lords 
knew of his defigns upon the crown ; but they 
wifely refolved upon moderate meafures, tho* ' 
ftill with an eye to the dignity of the crown. 
They were fenfible of the provocation the duke 
had received before he became an out-law ; and, 
by making that the bafis of their negociation, on 
the fecond of Auguft they " bound and obliged Rynw. 
themfelves to a noble and mighty prince, Alex- ^i^. 
ander duke of Albany ; that if the faid duke did 
keep his true faith and allegiance to their fove- 
reign lord, James, king of Scotland, and his 
fucceflion, and niade ufe of his authority to no 
other ends but fuch as were confiftent with juf- 
tice and good rule ; and if he obferved his faith, 
lawtie, and bond to them, and to the remnant 
lords of the realm of Scotland, as they would 
do to his mighty lordlhip, he fliould, upon 

thefc 
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A.D. 14SS. thefe conditions, be free from all bodily hanxiy 
and they fhould prevail with their fovereiga 
lord to refiore him, the faid duke, to all the 
lands, heritages, ftrengths, houfes, and oiSceSy 
which he enjoyed when he left the kingdom : 
as alfo, that their fovercign lord fliould give 
and grant to him, and to all perfons engaged 
in his fervice (excepting thofe who had been 
excepted by the king's highnefs in his laft pro- 
clamation made in parliament) a full indem- 
nity and remiffion of all crimes committed by 
them at any time by paft, but more particularly 
of his or their endeavours to obtain the crown 
of Scotland, provided always that henceforth 
they fliould behave themfelves as true lieges." 
Difa int- '^^^^ agreement reflects great honour upon 
sneot of the tj^g lords of Scotland, who conducted the ne- 

duke of 

Albany. gociation. Their reftoring the duke of Albany 
to his -eftates and honours was (all circumftances 
confidered) no more than an ad of juftice; and 
his having made no public demand of the crown 
was a tacit acknowledgment that he difowned 
his treafonable compact with Edward ; not to 
mention, that as the lords had no authentic 
proof of it, they could not charge him with 
particulars. But the moft extraordinary cir- 
cumftance attending this agreement is, that the 
interefts of the earl of Douglas and his fol- 
lowers were thereby facrificed, becaufe the lords 
did not think their cafe admitted of the fame 
alleviations as that of the duke of Albany. 

Lind« 
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Lindfay, I think with fome probability, fays, a. 0.1481. 
that James had a fecret interview with the earl 
of Douglas in the caftle of Edinburgh ; but that 
the earl's demands were fo high, and his beha- 
viour fo undutiful, that they parted worfe 
friends than they met. This may, in part, ac- 
count for the earl's being omitted in the treaty, 
as it is highly probable his demands might 
have clafhed with the duke of Albany's views, 
which, as appeared from the fequel, were very 
ambitious. 

During the above negojciation, the treaty be- 
tween the duke of Glocefter and the mediating 
lords was at a ftand ; but they had agreed upon 
a truce, and the duke feems to have received 
frefh inftrudions from his brother in the inter- 
mediate time. He renewed the demand of the 
princefs Margaret, lifter to James, for the earl 
of Rivers, brother to the queen of England, 
which the Scots agreed to ; and Edward actu- 
ally fent a fafe-conducl for the royal bride to 
repair to England, but the marriage never took 
effeft. As the duke had dropped his claim of 
indemnification for depredations upon the bor- 
ders, he infifted that no attempt Ihould be made 
tQ relieve the caftle of Berwic, which continued 
to be bravely defended by Patric Hepburn lord 
of Hales, the town having, before that, fur- 
rendered to the duke of Albany, who had given 
it to the Englifh. Whether this demand w^s 
agreed to, we cannot be pofitive j but it is'cer- 

Vol. IV. A a tain 
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A.D.14SZ. tain that the town capitulated on the twenty- 
fourth of Augii ft, it having been excepted out 
of the truce. The repayment of the lady Ceci- 
ly's fortune came next to be fettled; and we are 
Rymer. told that " William Bartraham, provoft of 
Edinburgh, and with him the whole fellowfliip 
(as they arc called in the record) of merchants^ 
burgcfl'cs, and community of the faid town, 
loyally and generoufly obliged themfelves to 
repay to the king of England the fums of itid* 
ney dillnirfcd by him in view of the marriage 
between the duke of Rothfay and his daughter 
the lady Cecily ; or if the faid king did yet in- 
cline that the marriage fhould be com[deted, 
they undertook for the king of Scotland, their 
fovcreign lord, that he fhould concur conform- 
ably to his former obligations, provided that, 
their faid fovcreign lord, or the lords of his ' 
council, or they, the faid provofts and mer- 
chants, were informed of the king of England's 
pleafurc and election upon the matter, by the 
feaft of All Saints next to come." 
James re- ^^ confequeuce of this agreement, Edward 
htrconW f^^^ Garter king at arms to inform the govern- 
ment of Scotland that, for feveral great caufes 
and conliderations, he could not comply with 
the marriage of his daughter to the duke of 
llothfay ; upon which, the town of Edinburgh 
immediately paid all the money that had been 
advanced for her portion, the whole amount- 
ing to fix thoufand pounds fterling. I am in- 
clined 
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clined to believe, that the unfteadinefs and a. d. 1481, 
weaknefs of James, at this time, gave a new 
turn to his affairs ; and that he refented his 
original confinement in the caftle of Edinburgh 
fo greatly, that he refufed to pardon any one 
who had been acceffary to that, or to the exe- 
cutions at Lawder. This might be the reafon 
why his confinement wass ftill continued, and 
why he chofe to throw himfelf into his bro- 
ther's arms, rather than to take thofe lords 
again into favour. The duke of Albany had 
made a vifit to the queen and the duke of Roth- 
fay in the caftle of Stirling, where he was re- 
ceived with great careffes ; and, at the queen's 
earneft defire, he undertook to deliver her huf- 
band from his confinement. According to fome 
authors, he returned privately to Edinburgh 
(the Englifh army being then on its march 
homeward) and afTemblihg a body of loyal ci- 
tizens, he furprifed the caftle, from whence he 
delivered the king ; though others fay, with 
more probability, that its gates were opened, 
upon a formal requifition made for that pur- 
pofe by two heralds at arms. James, having 
thus regained his liberty, repaired to the abbey 
of Holyrood-houfe with his brother, who now 
afted as his firft minifter ^. All the lords who 
were near the capital came to pay him their 

* Lindfay, ridiculoufly enough, fays, that when James left the 
caftle, he refufed to ride down to the abbey, till his brother 
mounted himfelf behind him on the fame horfe* 

A a 2 com- 
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A.D. 1482. compliments ; but James was fo much exafpe* 
rated at what had happened, that he committed 
fixteen of them prifoners to the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, among whom were the lords Bothwel 
and Hume, the lord chancellor, with the lords 
Gray, Drummond, Eglington, Fleming, Seton, 
and Maxwel. Abercromby inclines to believe, 
that the imprifonment of James in the caftle of 
Edinburgh was a ftate-farce aclcd between him 
and thofe noblemen ; but I can by no means be 
of that opinion, as James was not a prince of 
ftcadinefs fufficient to carry him through his 
part. It is true, the lords and the archbifhop 
of St. Andrew's were afterwards reftored to his 
favour; but that, according to Lindfay, hap- 
pened through the interpofition of the duke of 
Albany and the earl of Angus, who had at- 
tached himfelf to that duke's fortune ; and they 
prevailed upon James not to try them for high- 
treafon. 
He rewards Jamcs, lu gratitudc, granted to the citizens 
oftheciti- of Edinburgh a patent, enlarging their privi- 

xens of , 00 

Edinburgh. Icgcs ; and, upon his being reconciled to his 
brother, he refumed his defign of paying a vi- 
fit, with an hundred horfe in his retinue, to the 
fhrine of St. John of Ambois in France ; but 
this journey never was performed, and the 
feeming fmoothnefs of his government, at this 
time, was all a deceitful calm. Though the 
duke of Albany had been, by the fpirit of the 
times, forced to lay afide his ambitious views, 

yet 
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yet he had never relinquifhed them in earneft. A.n.i4?>. 
Some hiftorians are of opinion, that the reafon 
why Edward had refufed his daughter to the 
duke of Rothfay, was in order to beftow her 
upon the duke of Albany; and the variable 
difpofition of James precipitated the execution 
of the latter's defigns. The great court which 
was paid to the duke funk fo deep into the 
mind of James, that it revived all his former 
hatred of his brother ; and the duke's enemies 
foon praftifed upon his jealoufy in fuch a man- 
ner, that the duke perceived he was fufpeded, 
and all of a fudden withdrew from court to his 
ftrong caftle of Dunbar. Had it not been for 
the records publilhed by Mr. Rymer (which are 
fo many evidences of the duke's guilt) James 
muft have appeared in the light of a tyrant 
for his behaviour towards his brother upon 
this new breach ; but nothing can be more cer- 
tain, than that the duke now completed all his 
treafons, by nominating, while he refided at 
his caftle of Dunbar, " his moft dear coufins and ,^ 
counfellors, Archibald earl of Angus, and lord 
of Douglas and Abernethy, Andrew lord Gray, 
and Sir James Liddel of Halkerfton, his ambaf- 
fadors, commiflioners, and meffengers, impow- 
ering them to treat with the king of England 
concerning fuch things as had been agreed on 
at the caftle of Fotheringay/' 

This commiffion is dated at the caftle of Dun- rr<:A trt^ 
bar, on the twelfth of January 1483; and on duke of 

the ''"'"'• 
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A.v. 1483. the ninth of February following, Edward ap- 
pointed the earl of Northumberland, the lord 
Scroop, and Sir William Parr, to treat with 
the duke of Albany's commiffioners. After a 
negociation of no more than two days, the fol- 
lowing articles were agreed to by both parties. 
** Firft, The moft excellent prince Edward, 
by the grace of God king of England and France^ 
on the one part, and the high and mighty 
prince Alexander, duke of Albany, on the 
other, were bound and obliged to uphold and 
aiiift one another againil all mortals, and to 
cultivate a good amity, love, favour, and 
friendly intelligence between themfelves, and 
the fubjccls, lovers, and well-wilhers of either. 
In order to which a year's truce was concluded. 
Secondly, The ambaffadors of the duke of Al- 
bany undertook in the name of, and for their 
matter, that during the truce, and after, if 
there was occafion for it, he fhould by all 
means poflible endeavour the conqueft of Scot- 
land, that being fettled on that throne, he may 
be enabled to do great and mighty fervice to 
the king of England and his heirs againft the 
occupiers (poffeffors) of the crown of France. 
Thirdly, That while the king of England was 
willing to affift the faid duke in that quarrel, 
and towards that end, he the faid duke fhould 
never lay down his arms, for any realon or of- 
fer that may be made to him by James, v/ho 
now occupieth the crown of Scotland, nor by 

any 
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any of the iffue of the faid James. Fourthly, a*d.i4«i. 
The earl of Angus, lord Gray, and Sir James 
Liddel, obliged themfelves by their faiths, ho- 
nours, and knighthood, that in cafe the faid 
duke of Albany fliould die without heirs to 
fucceed him in the throne of Scotland, they, 
their friends, vaffals, and dependents, Ihould 
never live under the liegeance of any other 
prince, but the king of England ; and that they 
ihould keep their caftles, houfes, and ftrengths, 
from James, now king of Scots, with all their 
powers. Fifthly, They undertook for the 
duke, that forty days after his obtaining the 
crown of Scotland, he ihould break and cancel 
all former leagues and engagements with France, 
and with all his power affift the king of England 
towards the final conqueil of that kingdom to 
his own obedience. Sixthly, That he ihould 
reilore James earl of Douglas to all his lands, 
cailles, &c. in Scotland, conformably to an 
agreement made between the faid earl of Doug- 
las and Archibald earl of Angus. Seventhly, 
That the often-mentioned duke, being king of 
Scotland, and at liberty to marry, ihould take 
to wife one of the daughters of king Edward, 
without putting the faid king Edward to any 
charges in view of, or concerning the marriage j 
that is, he was to give his daughter no portion, 
and yet ihe was to be made a queen. Lailly, 
The king of England was bound to affift the faid 
duke towards conquering Scotland, and for 

that 
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Ai 0.1483' that end to fend his brother the duke of Gloce& 
ter, and his coufin the earl of Northumberland, 
with' fuch f uccours as fliould be thought necef- 
fary, to the borders ; to maintain at leaft three 
thoufand archers in conftant pay for that fervicc; 
and if the occafion was inviting, to raife fuch 
a notable army, as being joined by the duke's 
friends, would, with God^s grace, be fufficient 
to complete the work.'* 
Amounof When Edward concluded this treaty,. he was 
W crich- preparing for a war againft France, and confe- 
quently againft Scotland. As he was then pof- 
feffed of the confidence of his people, he un- 
doubtedly intended to have left the manage- 
ment of the Scotch war to the duke of Albany 
and his aflbciates ; but all his defigns were d^ 
feated by his death, which happened on the 
ninth of April following. His brother, fti- 
chard the third, who was guardian to his two 
nephews, had formed defigns which were in- 
compatible with a war either againft Scotland 
or France; and the duke of Albany faw once 
more all his mighty projefts blafted. He had 
no refuge but in England, to which he again 
fled, after putting his caftle of Dunbar in .a 
pofture of defence. James ordered him to be 
fummoned to the proper judicatory, to anfwer 
for his treafons ; and, upon his not appearing, 
his eftatc was a fecond time forfeited to the 
crown, as was that of the lord Crichton, who 
had likewife fortified his caftle againft James. 

' Bu. 
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Buchiinan tells us of a very infambUs intriguel a.d«i48|« 
(which is not fufSciently refuted, even by Aber- 
cromby) which was the occafion of this nobler 
man's rebellion and forfeiture. He fays^ that 
James had debauched the lord Crichton's beau- 
tiful wife ; and that Grichton, in revenge, had 
debauched Margaret the king's fifter, upon 
whom he beg^t a daughter^ who went by the 
name of Crichton ; and that Margaret herfelf 
was fufpefted of an inceftuous commerce with 
the king her brother. None of our general 
hiftoiians, excepting Buchanan^ have mention-^ 
ed thofe horrid circumftanees, fome o£ which 
are extremely improbable, on account of the 
keennefs which Edward and the court of Eng- 
land flxewed for the marriage between Marga- 
ret and the earl of Rivers. Is it likely that, had 
fhe been guilty in ih€ manner related by Bu- 
chanan, her crimes could have been concealed 
from the numerous Scotch partizans of Eng- 
land, who then fwarmed about Edward's court } 
or that the notoriety of fuch fliameful intrigues 
muft not have betrayed the parties concerned ? 
After all, it is not to be diflembled, that in 
thofe days the filiation of natural children, upon 
the marriage of their parents, gave rife to many 
indecencies, and has introduced great difiigul- - 
ties into the defcents of families. 

According to the beft evidences, a formal 
charge was drawn up both againft tht duke of 
Albany and the lord Crichton.. The former 

Vol. IV. Bb waj 
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A.D. 14S3. was acGufed of betraying the town of Eierwrc 
to the Englifhy and feveral other a£ls of treafon ; 
and when his friends urged the full pardon that 
had been granted him, its legality was denied, 
becaufe the king was under confinement, and 
not mafter of his own actions, when he pafied 
it. This was a falfe and frivolous plea, either 
on the part of James or his nobility. The 
former had, when mafter of himfelf, re-admitted 
his brother into a higher fhare of favour than 
lie had ever pofl'effed, and therefore had rati- 
fied the pardon. As to the nobility, it was 
with a very bad grace they urged its inefficacy 
on account of the king^s durance, becaufe they 
were the very perfons who had kept him in 
confinement. Other afts of treafon were urged 
againft the duke, particularly his having for- 
tified his caftle of Dunbar, hia having left the 
kingdom without a paffport from his brother, 
and his intriguing with the king of England 
for making war upon his country, and facri-' 
ficing the honour of its crown. 
1484. Upon the duke's arrival in England, he was 

J^Aiban* I^dly received by Richard, who not only con- 
E^d^^^" firmed the penfion his predcceflbrs had fettled 
upon the earl of Douglas, but augmented it 
with two hundred pounds a year ; and, accord- 
ing to Hawthornden, the duke of Albany put 
his caftle of Dunbar into the bands of the Eng- 
lifli. Whatever inclinations, however, Richard . 
had to zBk tliofe two illuftrious exiles, he con*. 

tinueds 
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tinued, at this time, in- full employment at A.D.i4g4» 
home; fo that they found no encouragement to 
hope for the performance of the late Edward's 
promifes. Richard was too fenfible of the be^ 
nefit he mull receive by keeping Scotland em- 
broiled, entirely to reliiiquifh their caufe. They 
and their friends were perpetually laying be- 
fore him the great intereft and connexions 
they had in Scotland, the implacable enmity 
between James and his nobility, and the unfet- 
tied ftate of the Scotch affairs. They had ac- 
tually affembled a body pf foot upon the bor- 
ders, and Richard, upon their earneft applica- 
tion, in the beginning of the year 1484, con- 
fented to lend them five hundred horfe, to 
make an impreflion upon the fouthern parts of 
Scotland ; but this force was not in readinefs to ^ 
aft befcJre the twenty-fecond of July ; for I 
perceive, from Rymer*s Fcedera, that the two 
exiles were, on the twenty-fifth of June, at 
York, where they witneffed a treaty concluded 
v^ith Portugal. 

The plan of their operations was equally rie evi of 
mean and rapacious, as their objed was no tak^pri- 
other than to plunder a very groat fair, which Slttu^*^ 
was held at Lochmaben,, Having left thei;* foot *^^®"^'* 
at the bottoni of the hill of Brumfwark, their 
horfe marched towards Lochmaben, but were 
difcovered by two gentlemen of the name of 
Johnilon (one of them a predeceflbr of the 
houfe of Anandale^ and jthe other defigned of 

B b 2 Cocl^^ 
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4i,D. I4S4. Cockpool) who animated the people to defend 
themfelves againft the robbers, as they were 
juftly called. The two exiles, particularly the 
earl of Douglas, had great dependence upon 
■ the afteclion of the inhabitants of that country, 
where they formerly had large eftates ; but the 
two Johnftons informing them that the aflailants 
were Englifa, and that plunder was all their 
intention, they united (every Scotch borderer 
being then well armed) againft the invaders, 
\vho were difappoiutcd in their aim. The en- 
counter lafted from jioon till night, both parties 
being reinforced with frefh fupplies ; but the 
two Johnftons, who fought bravely in their 
own perfons, at laft obtained the victory. The 
duke of Albany, by the goodnefs of his horfe, 
efcaped back to England ; but the earl of Dou-^ 
glas was made prifoner by one Robert Kirk-^ 
patric (for which fervice he was rewarded by 
James with a grant of the lands of Kirk-Michael) 
who carried him in triumph to Edinburgh, 
piia confined This battle of Kirkonnel, fo called from the 
Jjjj^we? place near which it was fought, though incon-r 
fiderable from the number of combatants, he^ 
canie important by this illuftrious captive. He 
was then old and unwieldy, but had great 
experience in bufinefs, and a vaft intereft among, 

• 

the Scotch nobility. Having, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, been bred a clergyman in the 
univerfity of Paris, fome writers, Abercromby 
in particular, have reprefented hina as a con- 
vert 
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vert to the loyal principles he had . there im-* a.D. X4S4. 
bibcd, and as a true penitent for all his crimes 
of rebellion ; but this judgment of his charac- 
ter feems to have beeh founded only upon 
party prepoffeflions. James, in him, beheld 
the moft formidable rebel his family had ever 
fubdued. When the old earl appeared before 
him, he turned his back, as afliamed to behold 
the king, whofe treatment of him was noble 
and generous ; for, inftead of punifliing him 
as a traitor, he indulged him in chufing that 
way of life which was moft fuitable to his years 
and infirmities ; and permitted him to retire 
to the abbey of Lindores, where the earl had 
received fome part of his education. Some wri- 
tei:s have infinuated, from the mildnefs of the 
king's behaviour, that he intended to have after- 
wards made ufe of that nobleman occafionally. 
It is certain that he had great knowledge both 
in civil and miilitary affairs, and his name would 
have been of ftrvice to any party ; but he was too 
far ftricken in years to return to aftive life, and 
Jie was ever after grateful to James, as we fliall 
relate in its proper place. Hume, the hiftorian 
of his family, fays, that when James pronounced 
his fentence, all he faid was, " He that may no 
better be, muft be a monk/* 

Richard was by no means pleafed with the Treaty ©f 
duke of Albany's ill-judged' expedition, and hmu 
had many reafons for compromifing miatters 
with Scotland. About this time, or very foon 

after 
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A. D. 14I1. after the battle of Kirkonncl, he granted Iefc% 
ters of lafe<onducl to commiilioners from 
Scotland to treat of an accommodation between 
the two kingdoms. The negociations accord- 
ingly opened at Nottingham, where the Scotch 
commiilioners were, Colin earl of Argyle (by 
this time made chancellor of Scotland) Wil- 
liam Elphinfton bifhop of Aberdeen, Andrew 
Stuart lord Evandale, Robert lord Lyie, Lau- 
rence lord Oliphant, John Drummond of Stob« 
hall, Mr. Archibald Whitelaw, fecretary of ftatej 
and Duncan de Dundas, £fq. The commif- 
iioners for Richard were, Richard bilhop of St 
Afaph, John duke of Norfolk, Henry earl of 
Northumberland, Thomas lord Stanley, and 
others. It was the twenty-firft of December 
before the conferences ended ; and both parties 
agreed to a truce, ** which fhould begin at the 
riling of the fun on the twenty-ninth of the 
inftant month of September, and laft till the 
fetting of the fun on the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember 1487 : that during thofe three years, all 
caftles, fortrefles, and towns, fhould remain la- 
the hands of the prefent poiTeflbrs, the caftle of 
Dunbar only excepted, which if the king of 
^Scots had a mind to recover by force, he might 
without breach of the truce attempt it, but not 
till fix months fhould be elapfed ; nor then nei- 
ther, unle& he gave fair warning of his refolu<» 
tion within fix weeks to the king of England : 
that no out-law nor rebel of either kingdom^ 

fhould 
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fiiould be received or entertained in the other; A«D«t4t# 
and that in every fafe-condud this daufe fiiould 
be inferted. Provided always that the obtainei 
of this fafe-conduft be no traitor.*' 

The powers comprehended on the part of 
Scotland in this truce were, the kings of France 
and Denmark, with the dukes of Gueidres 
and Brittany ^. Certain days were appointed 
for commiifioners to meet at Lochmaben, Bi- 
denburn, Dunbar, and other places, for re- 
dreffing grievances, and punifhing all offences 
againft the truce f. The moft important part 
of this negociation remained ftill to be cpn^ 
eluded, and that was a match between the duke 
of Rothfay and the lady Anne de Poole, Ri*' • 
chard's niece by his beloved fifter, the duchefs^ 

• The coniervators for Scotland were David carl of Crawford^, 
and lord Lindfay ; George earl of Huntley, lord Gordon and 
Badenoch $ John lord Damley, John lord Kennedy, Robert lord 
Lyle, Patric lord Hales, Laurence lord Oliphant, and Williani 
lord Borthwic ; John Rofs of Hawlkhead, John Lundy of Lundy^ 
James Ogilvy of Airly, Robert Hamilton of Fingalton, William 
Baillie of Lammington, John Kennedy of Blairquhan^ John 
Weems of Weems, William Ruthven of Ruthven, and Gilbert 
Johnfton of Elphinfton, knights ; John Dundas of Dundas, John- 
Rofs of Montgrenon, and Edward Crichton of Kirkpatric, £fqs. 
Thofe for England were Scroop and others. 

t The commiifioners for Scotland were the mrh of Angus* 
Huntley, and Argyle $ the lords Anandale, Seton, and Olipbant i 
the laird of Stobhall, Sir Gilbert Johnfton of Elphinfton, David 
Scot,' Robert Chartres of Amisfield, Alexander Hume, V/alter 
Cut, George Hume of Ayton, James Rutherford laird Ruther* 
ford, Andrew Ormifton laird of Ormifton, William Knolleys^ 
David Hepburn of Wauchton, James Cockburn, the lords Ken* 
nedy, Montgomery, and Lyle, John Maxwel, fteward of Anair 
dale, Robert Crichton of Sanquhar, and othersr 

of 
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A.D.14S4. of SuflFolk. Richard feems to have been th6 
more eager for this match, as the pritice ims 
defended from Joan Beaufort, wife to Jame^ 
the firfty and eldeft daughter of John earl of 
Somerfet, the eldeft branch of the Somerfet 
family, by Margaret Holland his wife ; whereas 
the earl of Richmond, Richard's great compe-« 
titor for the crown of England, was defcended 
only from the grand-daughter of the faid John^ 
This match was very flattering to James, who 
certainly would have fulfilled the terms, had 
it not been for the revolution that foon after 
happened in England ; for Richard having this* 
year loft his own fon, declared the earl of Lin- 
coln, the lady Anne's elder brother, prefump- 
tive heir of his crown. The particular condi-^ 
tions of the marriage were afterwards adjufied, 
and the lady even took upon herfelf the title of 
duchefs of Rothfay ; but laid it down upon her 
uncle being killed in the battle of Bofworth, 
which placed the earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry the feventh, upon the throne of Eng« 
land. 
The'oid The duke of Albany, after the battle of Kif- 

^i konnel, remained hovering on the borders at 
l^^^ the head of a flying party, with which he made 
jfoewed. feveral inroads into Scotland, even during the 
late negociations. Neither party gained, tho'' 
both fufiered, by thofe outrages f and the duke 
perceiving that no provifion had been made for 
him in any of the late treaties, refolved to pafs 

over 
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over to France, which he did by the afliftance a.d. i4«4« 
of his friend John Liddel, the fon of Sir James 
Liddel of Halkerton, and met with a reception 
at court fuitable to his birth ; for he lived there 
in fplendor to the time of his death, which 
happened accidentally by the fpUnters of a fpear, 
as he was tilting with the duke of Orleans. 
His reception in France is a proof of the placa^ 
bility of his brother's temper; fori am inclined 
to think, that he took refuge in that kingdom 
with the tacit confent of James ; and that if the ' 
latter had been vindictively difpofed, Charles 
the eighth, who fucceeded his father Lewis the 
eleventh, would not have ventured to proteft 
him. Charles, upon his father's de?th, fent The league 
over (as was ufual with the kings of France on nntJ^d^^ 
their acceiEon) ambaffadors to Scotland, to re- 
new and ftrengthen the league between the 
two kingdoms. The chief of thefe were Ber- 
nard Stuart, lord d'Aubigni, one of the beft 
generals in France, and Peter Milart, doctor of 
the laws. Charles employe'd d'Aubigni bn this 
occafion, not only on account of his great mili- 
tary fame all over Europe, but becaufe (being 
a Scotchman, or of Scotch extradion) he had 
great intereft with James, whofe friendfhip was 
of the utmoft confequence to Charles. That 
prince was then meditating his famous expedi- 
tion into Italy, and depended,^ in a great mea- 
fure, for his fuccefs on the afliftance of the 
Scots. The ancient league was renewed in the 
. VpL. IV. C c month 
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A.D. 14S4* month of March ; and d'Aubigni returned to 
France, attended by a gallant train of Scotch 
volunteers, who afterwards eminently diftin-' 
guifixcd themfelve3 in the wars of Italy, 
and many of whofo pofterity ftiU exift there 
ij\ the rank of nobility. James fent over to 
France. Sir Robert Fleming of Cumbernauld^ 
and John Ireland, profeffor of divinity, to re* 
ceive from Charles his oath, and the* rttift^ 
oati<ui of the treaty, which, on the iiinth ot 
July, was fworn to at Paris, with the. fame ce^' 
remoiiies, and in the fame form, which had 
been made ufe of in Scotland. Th«^ ratification 
on both fides confirmed all former treaties of 
the fame kind ; and, by way of addition, dc^* 
claj^d the treaty " to be perpetual, indifpen- 
fible even by the pope, and evcrlaftingly bind- 
ing upon both kings, their pofterities and peo- 
ple ; and if (which God forbid) any contention- 
Ihould arife abou,t the fucceflion to the crown 
of France, in that cafe, the king of Scotlamt 
is bound to iland neuter between the comfpeti- 
tors, till it be determined by the prelates^^ 
nobles, and majority of the kingdom of 
France, to which of them the cro>Fn does be- 
long, in the hereditary right of their blood; 
and when the hereditary right is determined 
by the faid prelates and nobles, ading conform- 
ably to the laws, ftatutes, and inviolable cuJT- 
tom of the kingdom, to ailift and defend thiem» 
and the perfon in whofe favour they have thus 

decided^ 
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decided^ againfi all mortals in gfeaeral, a!id the ^- ^' h«4« 
king of England in particular/' Thofc obliga* 
tions were reciprocal on tlv6 part of Francfe. 
In the mean while, Tames had with creit J*"l«*^:. 

^ '' ^ femblet hit 

affiduity applied, by miflives and otherwife, td parliament, 
Richard, who was ftill alive, for the reftitu^ 
tion of thecaftle of Dunbar, which, as he very 
Juftly faid, had been treacheroufly furreiiderfed 
by his brother to the Englifh ; and entreating 
him not to put the fubjeds of Scotland to the 
trouble, of retaking it by force, which, they 
were preparing to do, if his requeft was de- 
nied, Richard, extremely unwilling to difobligc 
James, gave him fair promifes ; but the latter, 
finding them evafive, called his parliament to- 
gether in February 1485. In his fpeech at the x4*5« 
opening of the affembly, he candidly laid be* 
fore them the ftate of the nation, and demanded 
thdr advice. ' The members approved of all he 
had done with regard to France ; but obferv- 
ing that many of the great lords had neglected 
to appear, they left their cenfure to the king's 
highnefs, and advifed him by all means to be* 
fiege the caftle of Dunbar, as it might be done 
without breach of the truce. They ordered, 
under fevere penalties, all the military tenants 
fouth of the Forth to repair to that fiege by the 
firft of May following ; and all thofe who lived 
northwards of the fame river to be there by the 
eighteenth of the fame month, every man be- 
ing provided with fubfiftcnce for twenty days. 

Cc2 The 
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A.D.14S5. The fame parliament, which feems to J 

been compbfed of members well-intentioned 
for the public good, advifed James to punifh 
all who fliould be found, upon inquifition, to 
have been abettors of the trcafonable pradtices 
of the late duke of Albany, to deter others 
from the ^< like odious crimes againft his ma- 
jefty," for fuch are- the words of the aft, Thii 
addrefs was plainly levelled againft the confe- 
derated lords ; and perhaps, in point of policy^* 
it was not well judged, becaufe, as appeared 
afterwards, it ferved only to unite them the 
clofer, and to render them the more refolute in 
their own defence. 
Its pro- -A.S the late civil broils had revived that feu- 

cecdiBfi. j^i fpj^i^ ^Q ^^Yiidi the bulk of the Scotch na- 
tion was ftill too inclinable, the fiime parlia- 
ment advifed James to call before himfelf and 
his council all the great lords who had animo- 
fities againft each other, and to fee them re- 
conciled in his own prefence. They advifed 
him to order his juftice-general to aft in the like 
manner, by calling before him the inferior 
gentry who were at variance among themfelves, 
and to reconcile them to each other ; fo that, 
fays the record, " our fovereign lord's lieges 
may ftand in peace among themfelves, and be 
obedient to our fovereign lord's authority.^' 
The fettling the particulars of the duke of 
Rothfay's marriage having been, as I have re- 
nted, referred to a meeting at York, the par^ 

liament 
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liament not only approved of the match, but a. d. !«%« 
voted a fubfidy for an honourable embafly^ 
confining of Gx pcrfons, to be fent thither. It 
was to confift of a bifliop, an earl, a lord of 
parliament (or wjiat we may call a great ba- 
ron) an honourable and a wife clerk (by which, 
1 fuppofe, is meant a fecretary) a knight, arid 
an efquire, with fifty- two fervants. The fub- 
fidy for defraying their expences was voted to 
be five hundred pounds Scots ^ ; two hun- 
dred of which were to be advanced by the 
clergy, two hundred by the barons, and one 
hundred by the boroughs. Another embaffy 
was voted to be fent to the pope, to obtain a 
confirmation of the league with France, and 
the agreement with Denmark, concerning, I 
fuppofe, the Orkney iflands, and other matters. 
Schevez, who fliill continued archbilhop of SL 
Andrew's, undertaking to perform this journey 
at his own expences, was highly appfoved of 
by the aflembly ; but they left it in the king's 
breaft to join another with him, if he pleafed, 
in the commiffion. The fame parliament, in 
order to prevent James from abufing his prero- 
gative, obliged him, in a manner, to promifc 
that he would not, for two years to come, grant 

♦ It appears, from the accurate Ruddiman's Diflertation, pre- 
fixed to Anderfon's Seleftus, that there was very little difference, 
at this time, between the Scotch and fterling iilver coin j and 
that in the beginning of the reign of Edward the third of Eng- 
land, they were the fame, as to the intrinfic value of each. 

any 
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A.D. 14S5. any pardons to notorious ofienders, and to call 
in all Cochran'^s black monev, which was ac- 
cordingly done ; and the people received^ is 
lieu of it, good money by the hands of Thomas 
Todd and Alexander I^vingfton, 

The proceedings of this parliament^ were 
there any farther proofs wanting, confirm what 
I have often repeated, that the members looked 
upon thcmfelves as the roots of fovereignty. We 
here find them exercifing the jura majeftatisy ra- 
tifying treaties, appointing ambafiadors, and ap* 
proving of the marriage of the apparent heir 
of the crown ; not to mention feveral excellent 
ads they made for bringing out-laws, robbers^ 
embezzlers of the king's revenue, and oppref- 
fors of all forts, to public juftice. The exe- 
cutive power, at the fame time, is vefted in 
the king, and the greatcft deference paid to 
his perfon and authority ; but proper precau- 
tions are taken to prevent the abufe of the pre* 
rogative in which the law indulged him. 
Rfv.^Ktion This parliament feems to have been fitting 
in England. j^|. ^j^^, tuwQ tlic grcat rcvolution happened in 
P^ngland, by the acceffion of Henry the feventh 
to that crown; an event which was by no 
means unfavourable to Scotland. Henry's title 
was too precarious to allow him to quarrel with 
his neighbours ; and the Scots, according to 
the vote of their parliament, befieged the caftle 
of Dunbar, which was furrendered upon arti- 
cles. This was fo far from breaking the good 

cor- 
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correfpaodeAce bet^'een the two kingdoms, a«d.i41i 
that Henry prppofed either to prolong the 
truce, oi: to conclude a perpetual peace with 

Scotl<ind/ It appear^ that, notwithftanding the 
propoied..«varrJage of the duke of Rothfay, 
which w^ KtOw ^t an end, and the profeffed 
friendihip b^tweeti James and the late Kichard, 
the Scots did not oppofe Henry^s invaiion of 
Englatidj., "Tbi^ naay be eafily accounted for, be-, 
cauie it w^ forwarded by the French court ; 
aud we 2ire told that d- Aubigni, at the head of 
a Scotch, .battalion, was highly inftrumental in 
gi^ming tfec battle of Bofworth* To cx)mpiete 
the good .uftderfta»diag between the two na^ 
tions, Henry> in i486, appointed the bifhops 14x5. 
of Worce^fter and Linorin, the prior of St. John 
oi JfeyufaIe5n,..Sir John Denham, John Lovel, 
and Dr; Ainfworth, to treat with the Scotch 
comnaiflioners, wbiO.wcre, William Elphinfton, 
bftihopof Aberdeen, John Ramfay of Balmain 
(who hM been made a lord of parliament by 
th^; titte^of tord Botbwel) John lord Kennedy,, 
ajad John Rq& of Moatgrenan. On the third 
qf Jiul.y^ thofe commiifioacrs agreed to a cefTa* 
tioa q£ arcDia for three years; and the allies 
comprehcDikd in. thei fanw for the Scots were, 
the kings of Franice, Denmark, and Spain, 
Maximilian king of the Romans, with the duke^ 
of Aulbria aiid Brittany. . 

No king, feemin^y, could be in a more de- Beginning 
iireablie fituation than James waa at this time, bies of 

He ' ~ 
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L D. i4t6. He was upon excellent terms with his pailfl* 
ment, and beloved by his clergy. He endeared 
himfelf to his people by the regularity of bis 
devotions^ and by his riding in public, every 
day, from the abbey of Holyrood-houfe tofome 
of the churches of Edinburgh. To prove that - 
this behaviour was more than an outward 
ihew, he applied himfelf ftridly to the admi* 
niftration of juftice ; he fpent feveral hours 
every day with his council, and he puniih^d 
all oflfenders who were within the reach of pub- 
lic juftice. Thofe who were not, were nume- 
rous and powerful ; and it foon appeared, that 
though the perfon of the earl of Douglas was 
immured in a monaftery, his fpirit was operat- 
ing more ftrongly than ever. The earl of An- 
gus was one of the wardens of the Scotch' 
inarches ; and he linked himfelf with the Humes 
and Hepburns upon the borders, who were - 
particularly difafieded to James, for a reafon- 
which I fliall foon explain. When any of the 
faftion came to court, they were attended with-^ 
a military force, fo that it would have becff-" 
dangerous to have brought them to juftice ;> 
and on all occaiions they infulted the civil ma-^ ^ 
giftrate. Perhaps James wanted refolution to 
take proper meafures for fuppreifing thofe in- 
fill ts; and perhaps the counfellors, by whom- 
he was chiefly direfted, either were fecretlyj 
inclined to the malecontents, or advifed hini 
to moderate meafures. All the excellent regu- 
lations 
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htions laid down by the late parliament being a,d. i487« 
found ineffeAual, and the public diftra6UonS: 
every day encreafing, through the licentiouf- 
nefs of fa<Elions, James called a new parliament^ 
which met on the firft of Oftober 1487. 

In this parliament, which, to ufe the words of 5^*^^" "^ 
the record, ^ was called in favour of the king's 
poor lieges," James promifed to give no pardon 
or remiflion, during the fpace of full feven 
years, to any who (hould be found guilty of 
treafon, murder, burning, raviihing of wo- 
men, robbing, thieving, or coining of falfc 
money. Notwithftanding the melancholy fate 
of this prince, it is certain he paffed more afts 
for the benefit and tranquillity of his people, 
than ever had been enafted under any of his 
predeceffors. The truth is, whatever his for- 
mer demerits might have been as a king, he 
' feems now to have been thoroughly reformed. 
In opening the parliament, he exprefled his 
refolution of being governed by its advice; 
and never did any fettof men labour more faith- 
fully, than its members did, for the good of their 
fellow-fubjefts. Criminal caufes were now fo 
multiplied, and the offenders were fo daring, 
that one juftice-general was not found fufficient 
to keep the peace of the public ; and therefore 
two were appointed for the fouth, and as many 
for the north of the Forth. They were to be 
wife and equitable perfonages, and to be en- 
abled by the civil power, and what afUftance 
Vol. IV. Dd the 
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A.D.14S7. the king could give them, to refcue his autho- 
rity from contempt, and to hold courts thro* 
every part of the realm with expedition. To 
reprefs the daring infults which had been lately 
oiTered to the civil magiftrates, by offenders 
who appeared in the courts of jufiice, and who 
refcued the criminals if the judge had the cou- 
rage to condemn them, the three eftates came 
Farther to thc following rcfolutiou : " Becaufe (fitys 
f„"^,7iii"^ the record) our fovereign lord has fo gracioufly 
"*"*• applied himfelf to the council of his three 
eftates in all things concerning them, and fo 
bountifully granted to them all the defires and 
requefts which they have made to his majefiy, 
they, the lords fpiritual and temporal, barons, \ 
freeholders, and others, have frankly promifed 
and fworn> that in time to come they fhall not 
maintain, fortify, fupply, defend, nor be ad- 
vocates for, nor ftand at the bar with traitors, 
thieves, &c. but Ihall, with all their power and 
knowledge, give council, help, fupply, favour, 
and aiCftance, towards bringing oflfenders of 
all forts to fufFer according to their demerits.'* 
Lords of rcffalities, and all others, whether fpi- 
foi.75, * ritual or temporal, poffeffed of jurifdidlion of 
courts, were neither to commute for fines, 
nor to pafs over for favour, thofe enormities, • 
on pain of being puniihed according to former 
ftatutes." 
Ibid, c. 120. An addition was alfo made to the former ads 
with regard to murderers Who fled j the iheriff 

or 
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or his deputy being ordered to fearch for them a. d. 1487. 
firft at their reputed dwelling-houfes ; where, 
if they were not caught, their goods being ar- 
retted, they were by open proclamation, at the 
county-town of the fliire, to charge them within 
£ix days to appear before them, and to -find bail 
for their ftanding their trial, on pain of being 
denounced rebels* 

It had frequently happened, that though the 
officers of the law (crownars as they are called 
in the records) had apprehended capital of- 
fenders, yet they, not being able to find bail, 
had efcaped for want of caftles where to con^ 
fine them till the juflice fate : the dates ordained. 
That henceforth they fhould carry their pri- 
foners to the fheri£F, who was commanded to 
receive, guard, and bring them to the bar, the 
king (if the delinquents had not wherewithal 
to maintain themfelves) allowing the flieriflF f.^"]",.^^^'' 
three-pence per day for each prifoner. 

Notwithftanding the acts formerly made, re- 
gulating the number of attendants, and the 
arms of thofe who came to courts of juftice, yet 
in the latter times of anarchy both had been 
fcandaloufly neglefted : they therefore were 
re-confirmed, with this additional claufe, That 
as foon as the fherifF had intelligence of any af- 
fembling of armed people, he fliould forthwith 
charge them to difperfe their followers, and 
come to court in a pacific manner. This if 
they refufed, the court being fuipended for the 

D d 2 day. 
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A.D.14S7. day, and the Iheriff complaining to did , 
^6- king the delinquents^ upon convidion, wers 
****^'' to be imprifoned for one year, and obliged to^ 
pay thq damages fuftained by the delay of 
juftice. 

By former ftatutes it had been ordained^ 
That all caufes fliould firft be profecuted before 
the ordinary judges, and not brought at the firft 
inftance before the king in council ; but from 
this, actions properly appertaining to his ma« 
jefty, and thofe of the churchmen, widows, or« 
phans, minors, and foreigners, were now ex- 
empted, the fame privilege was granted to 
plaintiffs, where the ordinary was the defendant^ 
Sb;4,ci24. or where he had either partially or through 
ignorance paffed fentence. 

I have been the more particular in laying be* ' 
fore the reader the fubftance of thofe afts of 
parliament, not only that he may form a juft 
idea of the licentioufnefs of the times, but of 
the grounds on which the king proceeded, and 
by which he was juftified. Thofe meafurea 
being taken for the internal regulation of Scot^ • 
land, her commercial interefts came next under 

deliberation ; and among other ftatutes, one 

I 

paffed, That none be permitted to fail for Flan* 
ders, Holland, and Zealand, but men of cha- 
rafter and burgeffes ; and all tradefmcn who 
commenced merchants were required to forego 
their former crafts. The falmon and herringp 
, fifliing were next put under proper regulations 1 
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and the boroughs defired that an embafly fliould *. o. mS/^ 
be fent to the king of the Romans, not to re« 
new the letters of marque which he had for* 
merly granted againft the Scots, but had fuf^ 
pended them for a time, which was almofl: 
expired. They recommended Stephen Lock- 
hart, Robert Mercer, or James Ballock, bur- 
gefles, to be the ambafladors, and Mr. Richard 
Lawfon to be their clerk or fecretary. In th« 
fame parliament, the burghs were permitted to 
fend yearly reprefcntatives to Innerkeithing, 
there to treat upon whatever might benefit 
commerce, conduce to their good government 
and intereft, and remove the injuries they 
might fuftain. Thofe burghs which did not 
fend thither their commiffioners the day after 
the feftival of St. James, were to be fined. Thus 
we fee that the inftitution of the convention of 
the Scotch burghs, which continues to this day, 
took its rife in this reign. From thofe afts, 
and a variety of other evidences, it appears, that 
the commerce of Scotland, at this time, was in 
a very refpeclable condition all over Europe. 

When the proceedings of this parliament are 
confidered, they fully refute the afperfions thrown 
by Boece and Buchanan, and even by later wri- 
ters, upon the memory of this unfortunate prince. 
Before the affembly was diffolved, they made 
him a compliment which afterwards proved a 
niain inftrument of his ruin. I have already 
mentioned that James was a great patron of 

archie 
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A.ai4t7. architedurc. Pleafcd with the fitttatioo .o£. 
Stirling-caftle, he refolved to give it all thtt 
embeUifhrnents which that art could beftowi. 
and about this time he made it the chief placo 
of his refidence. He raifed within it; a haU» 
which at that time was deemed to be a voble 
ftnidture, and a college, which he called the 
Chapel-Royal. This college was endowed with 
an archdean, who was a bilhop, a fub-dean» a 
treafurer, a chanter and fub-chanter, with a 
double fett of other officers, ufually belonging 
to fuch inftitutions *. The e^pences necefljMry 
for maintaining this were confiderable ; and 
the king had refolved to affign the revenues of 
the rich priory of Coldingham for that purpofe. 
This priory had been generally held by one of 
the name of Hume ; and that family, through 
length of time, confidered it as belonging to 
them, and therefore ftrongly oppofcd the king's 

*.wweracy intention. The difpute feems to have lafted 

ot the * 

Scotch lordi fome years; for the former parliament had 

jamct, paffed a vote, annexing the priory to the king's 

chapel-royal ; and the prefent parliament had 

paffed a ftatute, ftriclly prohibiting all perfons^ 

• ** Alfo he made, into the chapel-royal, all kind of office-men, 
to wit, the bifliop of Galloway, dean, and the archdean, and the 
treaAirer and fub-dean, chanter and fub-chanter, with all kind 
of other offices pertaining to a college ; and alfo doubled them, 
to that efteft, that they (hould ever be ready, the one half to 
pafs with him wherever he pleafed, that they might- fmg and 
play to him, and hold him merry 5 and the other half ihould re- 
main at home in the faid chapel, for to fmg and pray for him 
and his fucceiror&.'* Lindfay. 

fpiritual 
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fpiritual tud temporal, to attempt any thing, A.D^ufi74 
dirediy or indiredy, contrary or prejiuliciai to 
the {aid union and annexation. From this fia- 
tute we may conclude, that the king had met 
with fome oppofition on the part of the pope, 
cfpecially as we perceive that one of the in- 
ftrudioaB of the archbiihop of St. Andrew's, iu 
his embafly to Rome, was to obtain a confirma* 
tion of the lung's grant from his holinefs. The 
Humes refented their being ftrippcd of fo gain- 
ful a revenue, the lofs of which affefted moft 
of the gentlemen of that name ; and they united 
themfetves with the Hepburns, another power* 
ful clan in that neighbourhx>od, under the lord 
Hales. An afibciation was fbon drawn up, by 
which both families engaged to ftand by each 
other, and not fuffer any prior to be received 
for Coldingham, if he was not of one of their 
furnames. That this afibciation was treafon- 
able, appears upon its face j but their oppofition, 
would not have availed, had npt other noble- 
men, the earl of Angus particularly, been dit 
contented with the king. 

It is no bold conjcfture to fay, that their 
conduft was influenced by the example of the 
Engliih, and the revolutions of government 
which had happened, even in their own times, 
in that kingdom. The lords Gray and Jhnm- 
mondibon joined the afibciation, as did many 
other noblemen and gentlemen, who had their 
particular caufcs ^f difcontent Their agents 

gave 
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ii.ai4S7. g^^^ o^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^°S ^^^ g^pii^S ^t arbi^ 
traiy power ; that he had acquired his popii«> 

larity by deep hypocrify ; and that he was re* 
folved to be fignally revenged upon all who 
had any hand in the executions at Lawder* 
The earl of Angus, who was the foul of the 
confederacy, advifed the confpirators to apply 
to the old earl of Douglas to head them ; but 
that nobleman was now dead to all ambition^ 
and, inftead of encouraging the confpirators^ 
he pathetically exhorted them to break oflF all 
their rebellious connexions, and return to their 
duty, exprelling the moft fincere contrition 
for his own paft conduct. Finding he could 
not prevail with them, he wrote to all the nu- 
merous friends and defcendanCs of his family^ 
and particularly to Douglas of Cavers, fheriff 
of Teviotdale, diffuading them from entering 
into the confpiracy ; and fome of his original 
letters to that effeft are faid to be ftill extant 
That great man furvived this application but a 
Ihort time, for he died without iffue at lin- 
dores, on the fifteenth of April 1488 ; and in 
him ended the firft branch of that noble and il- 
luftrious houfe. He was remarkable for being 
the moft learned of all the Scotch nobility, and 
for the comelinefs of his perfon, 
who It James appears to have been no ftrangerto 

~ ^ * the proceedings of the confpirators ; but, tho' 
he dreaded them, he depended upon the pro- 
tection of the law, as they did upon his pufil« 

lanimity ; 



O F S C O T L A N D* to^ 

lanimity; which was the more remarkable, as A.j>.i^fi 
he defcended from a race of heroes, being the 
£rft of his family who had been branded with 
that weaknefs ; and I think his condud, at this 
time, proves the charge. Inftead of vigoroufly 
fupporting the execution of the laws in his own 
perfon, he fliut himfelf up in his beloved caftlc i 
of Stirling, and raifed a body-guard, the com- 
mand of which he gave to the lord Bothwel, 
the mailer of his houihold, the fame whom he 
had faved at Lawder-bridge. He likewife iffued 
a proclamation, forbidding any perfon in arms 
to approach the court; and Bothwel had a 
warrant to fee the fame put into execution ^* 
Though the king's proceedings in all this were 

• A late reverend author, in- his Hiftory of Scotland, rc- 
prefents this body-guard, which he calls a ftanding-guard, as a 
thing unknown under the feudal governments. The feudal 
government was the greateft grievance that Scotland at this tim^ 
fuffered ; and the legidature, during this and the two late reigns, 
had done all they could to remove it j and feveral of this king*g 
predecefTors, James tlie firfl in paiticular, had entertained 
ilanding-guards to aid the civil government in the execution of 
juftice. << And (continues the fame reverend author) as if this 
precaution had not been fufHcient, a proclamation was iffued, 
forbidding any perfon to appear in arms within the precincts .of 
the courts ; which, at a time when no man of rank left his own 
houfe without a numerous retinue of armed followers, was, in 
€ffe6l, debarring the nobles from all accei^ to the king/* Had 
this writer confiilted the a6ls of parliament againfl the military 
appearances of the fubjefts in time of peace, efpecially in ap- 
proaching the court, he certainly would have altered bis opinion. 
But that the proclamation complained of meant only that no 
fubjedls fliould approach the court in a military, menacing, man- 
Wr, though they might do it with theii* ordinary attendance and 
arms, appears from the numerous refort of James*s faithful fub- 
je^t to his perfon, when they perceived him to be in danger. 

Vol. IV. E e per* 
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A.D. X4S7. perfecUy agreeable to law, yet they were given 
out by his enemies as fo many indications of 
his avcrfion to the nobility, and ferved only 
to induce them to parade, armed, about the couiu 
try in more numerous bodies. As to the charge 

Koberifon. ^^ought by a reverend author, that James was 
at this time funk in indolence or fuperftition, 
or attentive only to amufements ; very poffibly 
part of it may be true, becaufe, as we have 
feen, he had his favourite ftudies, as well as a 
favourite minifter in the perfon of Bothwel ; 
but, if I miftake not, there is not a lingle £aA 
alledged againft him, at this time, to prove 
that he was guilty of injuftice, violence, cruelty, 
or a breach of the laws. In fliort, the confpi- 
racy formed againft him was the moft unpro- 
voked that the hiftory of any country can pro- 
duce. 

Frefli ncgo- Jamcs had other dependencies than the laws 

wiAEng- of Scotland for protection. He was the mailer 
* " of his own feas, and the mouths of his rivers^ 
by his navy, which was commanded by An-* 
drew Wood. He had been fo frugal in his 
revenues (though he is accufed of profufion to 
his favourites) that he had amaffed a large trea- 
fure. His forts were ftrong, well fupplied and 
well ganifoned. He was upon a good footing 
with the princes of the continent; and, above all, 
he found his neighbour, king Henry of England^ 
difpofed to enter with him into the moft inti- 
luate connections. As a proof of this, when 

Henry 
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Henry came this year in a progrefs to Newcaf- A,DtX4S^ 
tie upon Tyne, he propofed putting the laft 
hand to the many fecret negociations that had|f 
been entered into between him and James, Hq 
accordingly fent a herald, called C^rlifle, to 
Edinburgh ^s his commiffary, who met with 
Sawdoun,, herald, who afted as commiffioner 
for James, whofe excellent wife, Margaret of 
Denmark, was now. dead. The indenture 
which was figned between thofe commiflioners 
fully proves the ignorance of old hiftorians 
with regard to the reign of James, and that he 
knew how to plan a negociation of the utmoft 
importance with difpatch and fecrecy. The in- , 
denture narrated, " That Richard bilhop of 
Exeter, and Sir Richard Eggecomb, comp- 
troller of the houfhold to the king of England, 
being lately direfted to the king of Scotland, 
had agreed with William bifliop of Aberdeen, 
and John lord Bothwel, his commiffioners, that 
for confirniation of the truce, and in order to 
a lafting peace,' there fliould be a treaty of mar- 
riage fet on foot between the high and mighty 
prince James marquis of Ormond, earl of ttofs, 
and lord of Brechin, king James's fecond fon, 
and a right noble lady, Catharine, the third 
daughter of Edward the fourth, latp king of 
England, and fitter to princefs Elizabeth, now 
queen of England. As alfo, that for the future 
encreafe of love and amity between the two 
nations, another treaty of marriage ihould be 

Ee2 fet 
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ilLD.i4S7. fct on foot between the (kid James king fA 
Scots and queen Elizabeth, late wife to the (aid 
king Edward the fourth. As alfo, that there 
ihould be a treaty fct on foot towards a third 
marriage between James prince of Scotland^ 
duke of Rothfay, earl of Carrie, &c and an- 
other of the daughters of the faid king Edward 
the fourth. That in order to thefe treaties, 
and for ending all controverfies concerning the 
town of Berwic, which the king of Scots fo 
much defired to be re-poflefled of, there ihould 
be a congrefs held at Edinburgh on the twenty- 
fourth of January next, another in May,,and9 
laftly, an interview between the two kings fome 
time in July.'' 
Ho*iiitici The match of James with Elizabeth queen- 
in scouSL. dowager of England, very probably was planned 
by Henry, who was by no means fond of her 
company; but the other connexions entered 
into by James with Henry alarmed the con- 
fpirators, who refolved to ftrike the great 
blow before James could avail himfelf of an al- 
liance that feemed to place him above all oppo- 
fition, either abroad or at home. The acquifi- 
tion of Berwic to the crown of Scotland, which 
was looked upon to be as good as concluded; 
the marriage of the duke of Rothfay with the 
daughter of the dowager, and fifter to the con- 
fort, queen of England; and, above all, the 
ftrict harmony which reigned between James 
;ind the (tates of bis kingdom^ rendered the 

confpi* 
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confpirators in a manner defperate. Befides a. d. 1487b 
the earl of Angus, the carls of Argyle and Le- 
nox favoured the confpirators; for when the 
whole of James's convention with England is 
confidered, and compared with after-events, 
nothing can be more plain, than that the fuc- 
cefs of the confpirators was owing to his Eng:- 
lifii' connexions; and that they made ufe of 
them to affirm that Scotland was foon to be- 
come a province of England, and that James 
intended to govern his fubjeds by an Englifh 
force. Thofe fpecious allegations did the con- 
fpirators great fervice, and inclined many, even 
of the moderate party, to their caufe. They 
foon took the field, appointed their rendez- 
voufes, and all the fouth of Scotland was in 
arms. James continued to rely upon the au- 
thority of his parliament, and fummoned, in 
the terms of law, the infurgents to anfwer at 
the proper tribunals for their repeated breaches 
of the peace. The confpirators, far from pay- 
ing any regard to his citations, tore them in 
pieces, buffeted, and otherwife mal-treated, the 
liieffengers, and, in faft, fet the laws of their 
country at open defiance. Even north of the 
Forth, the heads of the houfes of Gray and 
Drummond fpread the fpirit of difaffedion 
through the populous counties of Fife and An- 
gus ; but the counties north of the Grampians 
continued firm in their duty. James took all 
the precautions that could be devifed for crufh- 

ing 
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A.D. 1487. ing the confpirators. He fortified his cafilea 
of Edinburgh and Stirling, the two ftrongeft 
places in his kingdom, and ftored them with 
every thing proper for making a long and a Ti* 
gorous defence. 
The duke ^^^ dukc of Rothfay was then a promiiing 
hMd9°thc^ youth about fifteen years of age ; and the fub- 
wWa- jecling the kingdom of Scotland to that of 
England being the chief, if not the only, caufe 
urged by the rebels for their appearing in arms^ 
they naturally threw their eyes upon that prince^ 
as his appearance at their head would gfivc 
Arength and fanfliola to their caufe ; and in this 
they were not deceived, James, in the mean 
time, finding the inhabitants of the fouthem 
provinces were either engaged in the rebellion, 
or at beft obferved a cold neutrality, embarked 
on board one of Wood's fhips, which was thea 
lying in the Frith of Forth, and paffed to the 
north of that river, not finding it fafe to go by 
land to Stirling. Arriving at the caftic, he 
gave orders that the duke of Rothfay (as fore- 
feeing what afterwards happened) ihould be 
put into the care of one Schaw of Sauchie, 
whom he had made its governor, charging him 
not to fufier the prince, upon any account, to 
depart out of the fort. The rebels giving out, 
that James had fled to Flanders, plundered his 
equipages and baggages before they pafied tl^e 
Forth ; and they there found a large fum of 
money, which proved to be of the utmoft coo» 

fequence 
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ftquence'to their affairs. They then furprifed a,d,i4«7. 
the ciaftle of Dunbar» ind plundered the houfes 
of cveiy man to the fouth of the Forth whom 
they fufpefted to be a royalift. 

James was all this time making a progrefs, 
and holding courts of juftice, in the North, 
ivhere the great families were entirely de- 
voted to his fcrvice, particularly the carls of 
Huntley, Errol, and Marital. Every day 
brought him frefli alarms from the South, which 
left him no farther room either for delay or 
deliberation. The conipirators, notwithftand- 
ing the promifing appearance of their affairs, 
found that, in a Ihort time, their caufe muft 
languilh, and their numbers dwindle, unlefs 
they were furnilhed with frefh pretexts, and 
headed by a perfon of the greateft authority. 
While they were deliberating who that perfon 
Ihould be, the earl of Angus boldly propofed 
the duke of Rothfay ; and an immediate ap.«* 
plication was made to Schaw, who fecretly fa- 
voured their caufe, and was prevailed upon, 
by si conliderable fum of money, to put the 
prince into their hands, and to declare for the 
rebels. This tranfaftion was fo fecret, that fe- 
veral days pad before the king heard that the 
rebellion was headed by his eldeft fon. To give 
this infamous proceeding the better colour, 
the moft exceptionaible pafiages of James's pad: 
life were ripped open ; and it was infinuated, 
that the tyrant who had murdered ane of his 

brothers. 
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A.D. 14S7. brothers, and doomed the other to deaths would 

not fpare his eldeft fon, if he fhould concenre a 

prejudice againft him ; and that the confpintofrs 

were only guarding him from meeting with 

deftruiflion at the hands of his father. 

Taflieiaf. James having ordered all the force in the 

fcmbk. hi. jj^j.^j^ ^^ affcmble, hurried to Perth (then caflcd 

St. John's Town) where he appointed the ren- 
dezvous of his army, which amounted to thirty 
thoufand men. Among the other noblemen 
who attended him, was the famous lord David 
lindfay of the Byres (an officer of great cou- 
rage and experience, having long ferved in fo- 
reign countries) who headed three thoufand 
foot, and a thoufand horfe, moftly raifed in 
Fifefhire. Upon his approaching the king's 
perfon, he prefented him with a horfe of re- 
markable fpirit and beauty, and informed his 
majefiy, that he might truft his life to his agility 
and fure-footednefs. The lord Ruthven, who 
was Iheriff of Strathern, and anceftor (if I mif- 
take not) to the unfortunate earls of Gowry^ 
joined James at the head of three thoufand 
well-armed men. The whole army being afr 
He » be* fembled, James proceeded to Stirling ; but he 
th?glv*I;^- was aftoniflied when he was not only denied 
stirul^g- entrance into the caftle, but faw the guns point- 
**^** ed againft his perfon, and underftood, for the 
firft time, that his fon was at the head' of the 
rebels. Schaw pretended that the duke of 
Rothiay had been carried off againft his will ; 

but 
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but the king's anfwer was, ** Fye, traitor, thou ^* ^' '^^^« 
haft deceived me ; and, if I live, I fliafl be re- 
venged on thee, and thou Ihalt be rewarded 
as thou haft ferved." James lay that night in 
the town of Stirling, where he was joined by 
all his army ; and underftanding that the rebels 
were advancing, he formed his line of battle. 
The earl of Athol his uncle, yrho was trufted 
by both parties, propofed an accommodation, 
which was accordingly efFefted, if we are to be- 
lieve Abercromby and other hiftorians ; but wc 
know not the terms, for none are mentioned 
on either fide. James is faid to have failed on 
his part ; but had there been any grounds for 
fuch a charge againft him, there can be fcarcely 
a doubt that the rebels would have publifhed 
them. That a treaty was entered into is paft 
difpute ; and that the earl of Athol furrendered 
himfelf as an hoftage into the hands of the re« 
bels. It is true, that the infamous ad of par- 
liament which was afterwards paffed, entitled. 
The Propofition of the Debate of the Field of 
Striveling, does mention " certane articlis fub- 
fcribit with the faid unquhilek (that is de* 
ccafed) James's hand," that were exhibited by 
the lord Glamis ; but it is extremely remark- 
able, that thofe articles are not fpecified, and 
that there is no other allegation againft James, 
^han that he brought Engliflimen into Scotland, 
which does not appear to be fad« 
Vol. IV, F# Tliat 
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A. 0. 1487. That the mofl loyal of the Scotch nobility, 
particularly the earls of Huntley, Errol, and 
Marflial, and the lord Glamis, difliked the 
connections of James with England, I can 
readily admit; and that they joined with the 
rebels in endeavouring to break them off, is 
more than probable. I have likewife reafon 
to believe, that the above-mentioned noblemen 
returned homewards after the concluiion of 
this acc(5mmodation ; but that they did not 
think James was guilty of any breach of fidth in 
not performing it, is plain by their afterwards 
joining his caufe. The memory of James is 
unfortunate. The hiftorians of the times could 
not juftify his conduft, without Condemning 
that of his fon ; but I have no difficulty in pro* 
nouncing, that with all the advantages the 
rebels had on their fide, they could not briiig 
One fpecific charge againft him, but had recourle 
to vague, general, allegations, which may be 
urged equally againft the beft, as the worft, 
prince. James was fenfible of the advantage 
which public clamour gave to his enemies; 
ind he applied to the kings of France and Eng- 
land, and the pope, for their interppfitioiu 
His holinefs named Adrian de Caftello for his 
nuncio on that occafion ; and the two kings 
threatened to raife troops for the lervice of 
James. He, by a fatality not Uncommon to 
weak princes, left ' the ftrong caftle of Edin* 

■ - burgh. 
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burgh, where he might have been in fafety A.D.148I7, 
till his friends, who had difpcrfed themfelves 
upon the faith of the late negociation,* could 
be re-affembled ; and croffing the Fprth, he 
made another attempt to be admitted into the 
caftle of Stirling, but was difappointed, and 
informed that the rebels were at Torwood Ib 
the neighbourhood, and ready to give him bat» 
tie. He was in poffeifion of the caftle of Black- 
nefs; his admiral. Wood, commanded the Forth, 
and his loyal fubjeds in the North were upon their 
march to join him. Hawthornden fays, that the 
rebels had made a fliew of difmiffing their troops, 
that they might draw James into the field ; and 
that while he remained at Blacknefs, he was 
attended by the earls of Montrofe, Glencairn, 
and the lords Maxwel and Ruthven. To give 
his northern troops time to join him, he pro- 
pofed a negociation ; but that was faon at an 
end, upon the rebels peremptorily requiring 
him to refign his crown to his fon, that is, to 
themfelves. 

The rebels had been inured to wan They defeated ia 
confifted chiefly of borderers, well armed and 
difciplined, in which they had the advantage 
of the king's Lowland fubjefts, who had not 
been acc^ftomed to arms. Wi\af the number? 
on both fides were, does not clearly appear ; 
but I ^m inclined tq believe, that James was 
iftiperior in ftrength tp the rebels. They were 
the© ^t Falkirk ; but tljey Iqqi^ paffed the Car- 

F f 2 ron. 
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j|UP. 1487- ron, and encamped above the bridge near T<ftr* 
wood, and made fuch difpofiiions as rendered 
a battle unavoidable, unlefs James would have 
abandoned his army, and gone on board Wood^ 
fliips ; but he did not know himfelf, and re- 
folved on a battle. He was encamped at a fmall 
brook, named Sauchie-Burn, near the fame 
fpot of ground where the great Bruce had de-* 
fcated the Englifh under Edward the fecond« 
The carl of Menteith, the lords Arelkine, Gra- 
ham, Ruthven, and Maxwel, commanded the 
firft line of the king's army. The fecond was 
commanded by the earl of Olencairn, who was 
at the head of the Weftland and Highland men. 
The earl of Crawford, with the lord Boyd and 
]Lindfay of Byres, commanded the rear, where- 
in the king's main ftrength confided, and 
where he himfelf appeared in perfon, completely 
armed, and mounted upon the fine horfe which 
had been prefented to him by Lindfay. 
l^^^y^ The firft line of the royalifts obliged that of 
^■^* the rebels to give way ; but the latter being 
fupported by the Anandale men and borderers^ 
the firft and fecond lines of the king's army 
were beat back to the third. The little courage 
James poffeffed had forfaken him at the firft 
onfet ; and he had put fpurs to his horfe, in- 
tending to gain the banks of the Forth, and 
to go on board one of Wood's fliips. In paf- 
fing through the village of Bannockburn, a 
woman who was filling her pitcher at the brook^ 

frightened 
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frightened at the fight of ^ man in armour a.d.i48^ 
galloping full fpeed, left it behind her ; and the 
horfe taking fright, the king was thrown to 
the ground) and carried, bruifed and maimed, 
by a miliar and his wife into their hovel. He 
immediately called for a prieft to make his con* 
feflion ; and the nifties demanding his name 
and rank, " I was (faid he incautioufly) your 
king this morning/* The woman, overcome , 
with aftonifhment, clapped her hands, and run- 
ning to the door, called for a prieft to confefi 
the king. ** I am a prieft (faid one paffing by) 
lead me to his majefty.'' Being introduced 
into the hovel, he fayr the king covered with 
a coarfe cloth ; and kneeling by him, he afked' 
James whether he thought he could recover, if . 
properly attended by phyficians ? James an* 
fwering in the affirmative, the villain pulled 
out a dagger and 'ftabbed him to the heart. 
Such is the dark Account I am able to give of 
this prince's unhappy end. The name of the 
perfon who murdered him is faid to have been 
Sir Andrew Borthwic, a prieft, one of the pope's 
knights. Some pretend that the lord Gray, 
and others that Robert Stirling of Keir, wa» 
the regicide ; and even Buchanan (the tenor of 
whofe hiftory is ajuflification of his murder) 
is uncertain as to the name of the perfo^n whq 
g^ve him the fatal blow. But we are now to 
return to the battle, which was fought on the 
devwth pf June, 

lam 
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A. p. 1487. I am inclined to think that the royalifty lo^ 
it through th? cowardice of James. Even ;ift^ 
his flight his troops fought bravely ; but they 
were damped on receiving the certainty of lus 
death. The prince, young as he was^ had 4n 
idea of the unnatural part he wa$ afting; and 
before the battle he had given a ftricl chargo 
for the fafcty of his father's perfon. Upon 
hearing that he had retired from the field^ he 
fcnt orders that none fliould purfue him ; bu{' 
they were ineffectual, the rebels being feniible 
that they could have no fafety but in the king's 
death. When that was certified, hofiilities 
feemed to ceafe ; nor were the royalifts purfued. 
Xhe number of flain on both fides is uncertain ; 
but it muft have been confiderable, as the eaii 
of Glencairn, the lords Sempil, Erfkine, and 
Ruthven, and other gentlemen of great cini- 
nencc, are mentioned. Some mention his fa- 
vourite, John Ramfay lord Bothwel, as beiog 
killed at the fame time ; but that is a miftake *, 
As to the duke of Rothfay, who was now king, 
he appeared inconfolable when he heard of his 
father's death ; but the rebels endeavoured to 
efface his grief, by the profufion of honours 
they paid him when he was recognized as king, 
nucha. James the third was no more than thirty-five 

^*^^' years of age at the time of his death, but he 

• It may not be impertinent here to obfervc, that this noble- 
man's titW and cftate were forfeited in the next reign, when the 
rebels bad the dlreflion ; and that he never was reilored to the 
former^ tliou{;h he was to tbe latter. 

was 
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was in thiC twenty-ninth year of his reign, A.D.14I7V 
That he was an unhappy, credulous prince, can 
no more be difputed, than that the faftion who 
oppofed and brought him to his grave was im- 
pious and bold*, James had the good fortune 
to reign over the f reeft people' then* in the world, 
and in a country where the principles of civil 
liberty were the beft underftood. It was owing 
to the checks which the conftitution of Scot- 

r 

land itapofed upon the regal power, , that he at 
laft became an excellent prince. There was 
indeed little merit in his reformation, but it 
proved him to be advifeable ; and tlic rebels 
certainly firuck the daring blow againft him 
at the very time when th^y had the greateft 
reafon to have with-held it. That James was re- 
clufe and difficult of accefs, is admitted by wri- 
ters the moft favourable to his memory ; while 
thofe who are the moft prepoffeffed againft him 
acknowledge his encouragement of the arts^ 
and that hb filled his kingdom with noble edi- 
fices. His f)atujral referve is a reafon why hifto- 
rians ought not to have pronounced .fo freely, 
as they have done, upon his chara Aer. It would 
be difficult to clear his memory from the im- 
putatioji of: fupefftition, to which, I am of 
opihion, he owed all hia nlisfortanes ; but it 
i?vas the fault of the age. ^ One of the impoftors 
he confulted told him, that he was to be de« 
firoyed by the.neareft of his kin j and if James 
'. was 
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A. D. 14S7. was guilty of murdering one of his brotheirs^ 
and profcribing another, it was owing to that 

and pm- prediction, 

'^'' Notwithftanding all the failings in his cha- 

rafter, he fupported the dignity of his crown 
equal to any of his predeceflbrs. His difcharg* 
ing the Annual of Norway, his re-annexing the 
iflands of Orkney and Shetland to his king- 
dom, the high fpirit with which he behaved 
to Edward the fourth, Richard the third, and 
Henry the feventh, reflect the greateft honour 
on his memory. The recovery of the town of 
Berwic to his crown was as glorious to his 
reign, as the lofing it was infamous to his bro« 
ther and his rebels ; and no king of Scotland 
ever appeared with greater luftre than James 
. the third in the eyes of foreign powers. His 
iflue was James, who fucceeded him, Alexan- 
der duke of Rofs, earl of Ormond, and John 
earl of Mar. 

As to the perfon of James, they who faw him 
fay that he was the handfomeft prince of his 
age. In his temper he undoubtedly was pla- 
cable, witnefs his behaviour to the earls of 
Douglas and Rofs, the lords Boyd, Crichton, 
and others. He is faid to have borne three 
devices. The firft was a hen covering her 
young ones, with the motto, Non dormt qui 
cujlodit. The fecond was two rocks in the midfl 
of a tempefluous fea ; and the third, alluding 

to 
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to his fon's taking arms againft him, was a A.D.14S7, 
large growing vine-tree watered with wine, 
which, inftead of caufing it to fprout and grow, 
makes it fade and wither ; the words, Mea ftc 
mihi frofunt. 
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JAMES THE FOURTH. 

TH E lords and others confederated in re- J*fncf the 
bellion, upon the death of James the thought t« 
third, became fenfible that they had gone too 
far. The great noblemen of the North, who 
had difmified their forces upon the faith of the 
accommodation, were re-affembling them, and 
marching fouthwards ; while the remorfe and 
anguifh of the young king was beyond defcrip- 
tion, and gave the rebels a moft uncomfort- 
able profpeft. Upon the whole, the latter re- 
folved upon moderate meafures, and the rather, 
as they knew that the royalifts could not at- 
tack theni but in the perfon of their king, who 
ha4 headed their caufe. Sir Andrew Wood 
was lying near the field of battle with two of 
his &ips, and had manned his long-boats to 
affift the murdered king, when he heard of 
his death. As the rebels were "not all equally 
guilty, fome of them, and even the young 
Vql. IV, G g king 
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A. D. 1487. king himfelf, were kept in the dark as to 
that fatal cataftrophe, though he certainly fuf- 
peclcd the worft; and a general opinion pre- 
vailed, that Sir Andrew had received the king 
on board his fliips. James, willing to have 
a gleam of hope, defired an interview with the 
admiral; but the latter refufed to come on 
fliore, unlcfs he had fufiicient hoftages for his' 
fafety. The lords Seton and Fleming were ac- 
cordingly fent on board the two fliips, which were 
called the Flower and the Yellow Carnal. The 
report of the late king's efcape was the more 
credited, as the boats of thofe fliips were feen ply- 
ing backwards and forwards during the battle. 
Sir Andrew Thc rebel army lay then at Linlithgow, from 
iYy^y*and whcncc thcy marched to Leith, where Sir An* ^ 
drew waited upon James. He had again and 
again, by meffages, affured him and the lords, 
that he knew nothing of James, and he had 
even offered to fufFer his fhips to be fearched ; 
yet fuch was thc prince's anxiety, that he could 
not be eafy till he fhould examine him in per- 
fon. Young James had been long a flranger to " 
his father's perfon, occafioned by the mean 
jcaloufy which the latter entertained of his 
neareft kindred ; and flruck with the noble 
appearance of Wood, or perhaps the refem- 
blance he bore to the late king, he no fooner 
appeared before him and the council, than 
James afked him, " Sir, are you my father ?'* 
*« I am. not (replied Wood* burfling into tears) 

your 
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your father, but I was your father's true fer- a.d.i^Sj, 
vant; 2lnd, while I live, I fhall be the deter- 
mined enemy of his murderers." This not fa- 
tisfying the lords, they demanded' whether he 
knew where the king was. He replied, he did 
not ; and upon their queftioning him abqut 
the manoeuvres of his boats on the day of bat- 
tle, he told them the truth, adding, that he 
and his brother had determined to have affifted 
the king in perfon ; but all they could do was 
to fave as many of the royalifts as they could 
in their flijps. " I would to God (faid he) my 
king was there fafely, for I would defend and 
keep him fkaithlefs (that is harmlefs) from all 
the treafonable traitors who have cruelly mur- 
dered him : for I think to fee the day to behold 
them hanged and drawn for their demerits." 
This fpirited declaration, and the bold free- 
dom with which it was delivered, ftruck the 
guilty part of the council, with difmay; but 
the fear of facrificing the hoftages procured 
Wood his freedem, and' he was fuflfered to de- 
part to his fhips, where he found his brother 
preparing to hang the two lords, which would 
have been their fate, had Sir Andrew been 
longer detained. 

Wood had fcarcely reached his fliips, when james the, 
the lords calling the inhabitants of Leith toge- crowned. 
ther, offered them large premiums, if tlv/sy 
would fit out a force fuiSicient to deftroy that 
bold pirate and his crew, as they were called. 

G g 2 The 
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A.D. 1487. The townfmenj who perhaps did not love the 
fervice, anfwercd, that Wood's fliips were a 
match for any ten fliips that could be fitted 
out in Scotland. This opinion was delivered 
by the mouth of captain Barton, who, I fup- 
pofe, was the famous feaman of that name 
afterwards killed in an engagement with 
the Englifli. The council then removed to 
Edinburgh, where James was crowned on the 
twenty-fourth of June. A parliament had 
been previoufly fummoned to aflemble; but 
few attended, befides the confederated lords^ 
and fome reprefentatives of the burghs. The 
royalifts, fuch as the earls of Huntley, Errol, 
and Marlhal, were vifibly under great difEcul- 
ties how to behave, between their defire of re- 
venging the late king's death, and their loyalty 
to the prefent; for, by this time, the body of 
James the third had been difcovered and in- 
terred at Cambufkeneth. It was, however, 
neceffary for the confpirators to provide for 
their own fafeties ; and a new parliament was 
fummoned to meet on the fixth of Odober ^* 
In the mean time, the lords fummoned the go- 
vernor of Edinburgh-caftle to give up his 
charge, which he immediately did ; and it was 
thought that he purchafed his pardon by dif- 

• I have, at this period, chiefly followed Lindfay of Pitfcottie, 
who had his information from one of the lord Lindfays of the 
Byres, brother or fon to the lord David already mentioned.; fo 
that his narrative is very particular, and has a ftrong appearance 
of being genuine. 

tributing 
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tributing among the confederates the treafures a. D. 14874 
of the late king, which had been committed 
to his cuftody. The caftle itfelf, and the edu* 
cation of tht duke of Rofs, brother to the king, 
was afterwards committed to Pa trie lord Hales ; 
but Schaw was deprived of the government of 
Stirling-caftle, which was given to Sir John 
Lundy, fo deteftable is perfidy, even in the eyes 
of the traitors whom it ferves. 

In Oftober after the king's death, the nobi- 
lity and others, who had been prcfent at the 
king's coronation, converted themfelves into a 
parliament, and paffcd the famous aft by which 
they juftified their rebellion againft the late 
king, which in the law books is called The Pfo- 
pofition of the Debate of the Field of Stirling, 
It is fortunate for the meniory of that prince, 
that this ad has been preferved, as it confirms 
what I have faid, that no fpecial ad of tyranny 
or oppreffion, and no infradion of the confti- 
tution, .were produced againft James, all the 
allegations againft him being vague and un- 
fupported. It is true, that mention is made 
of certain articles fubfcribed by the late James, 
and which were exhibited in this parliament 
by the lord Glamis. The particulars of thofe 
articles, however, are not known; and their 
being omitted is a ftrong prefumption that the 
whole charge, was indefenfible. Perhaps we 
may go farther, and obferve, from the words 
of the ad itfelf, that the above-mentioned ^r^ 

tides 
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A. D. 1487, tides related intirely to the connexions be- 
tween James and the court of England, which 
were r in themfelves highly proper, wife, and 
conducive to the good of his country. I am 
far from denying that they might give urn* 
brage to fome of his beft fubjefts, fuch as the 
carls of Huntley, Enrol, Marfhal, and other 
noblemen, who were jealous of the Englifli 
influence in Scotland ; but that amounts to no 
impeachment of the king's conduft. The '^cry 
mention of the names of thofe noblemen in the 
* body of the act, is a kind of proof how willing 
they were to fanclify their caufe by the con- 
du6t of 1 cfpecfcible noblemen. 

After all, nothing is urged againft James,. 
but that he refufed to obferve the articles he ' 
had figned. Probably he did right, as he might 
have been furprifed into them, or perhaps 
forced to fign them, by a fett of defigning, 
wicked men. That this was the cafe, appears 
from the records of his reign, which are en- 
rolled among the Black Afts, and are equally 
worthy of a patriotic king and a free people. 
The articles he is alledged to have figned had 
not the fanftion of parliament, which is an ab- 
folute juflification of James, even if he refufed 
to fulfil them ; and, upon the principles of a 
free conftitution, they who extorted them 
from him were traitors. A king of Scotland 
could pafs no act of power that "^as bind- 
ing either upon himfelf or his people, but ac- 
cording^ 
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cording to the form prefcribed by the kws a. 0.14^. 
of his country* 

The members who compofed this parliament, 
having thus juftified themfelves for rebelling 
againft, and murdering their king, ordered 
the aft to be exemplified under the great feal 
of Scotland, that it might be producible in 
their j unification, if called for by the kings of 
France, Spain, Denmark, or any other prince 
upon>the continent. 

I'he confederated lords next proceeded to Thc.rcbds 
their great and arduous taik, that of vindicat-^ the regicide. 
ing their rebellion in the eyes of the law and 
the public. They feem, by ^ the force of adu- 
lation, and by extravagantly magnifying the 
royal prerogative, to have, at this time, calmed 
the king's grief, though it afterwards broke 
out with great violence; and he confented that 
the lords who had taken part with his father 
at the battle of Stirling fhould be fummoned to 
appear before the parliameqt, and anfwer for 
their conduft. -Their defign in this was not to 
punifh them as traitors, but, if poflible, to 
oblige them, by forgivenefs; but the public 
eafily faw through the motives for this mode- 
ration. No fewer than twenty-eight lords, 
and as many great barons, were fummoned to 
appear at Edinburgh upon the fpace of forty ^ 
days. The firft upon the lift was the lord Da- 
vid Lindfay of the Byres; he being reckoned 
the moft -formidable delinquent, and a military' 

favourite 



«32 T H E H I S T O R Y 

A.D.14S7. favourite of the late king. The parliament 
met in the Talbooth (which then ferved as the 
town-houfe of Edinburgh) and the king was 
prcfent, feated on his throne, and in his royal 
robes. The form of lord Lindfay's arraign- 
ment or dittay (as it is called) is curious, and 
as follows : " Lord David Lindfay of the Byres^ 
anfwer for the cruel coming againft the king 
at Bannockburn with his father, giving him 
counfel to have devoured the king's gr^ce here 
prefent ; and, to that eflFeft, gave him a fword, 
and a good horfe, to fortify him againft ^his 
fon. Your anfwer hereto." • 
The lord Lindfay was remarkable for the 

Remarkable ' 

ipcech and' bluntncfs of his converfation, and the freedom 

behaviour of ^ 

the lord of his fentiments. He was fo obnoxious to the 
governing party, and the young king had been 
imprelTed with fo bad an opinion of him, that 
no lawyer was found hardy enough to under- 
take his defence. He therefore became his own 
advocate, and delivered himfelf in the follow- 
ing oration, which is juftly looked upon as a 
finiflied piece of natural eloquence, and exhi- 
biting a juft picture of the fpeakcr's noble mind; 
nor can its authenticity be queftioned. " Ye 
are all Lurdanes '^, my lords; I fay, ye arc 
falfe traitors to your prince ; and that I dare 
prove with my body, on any of you which 

• This is an opprobrious term, being a corruption of lord- 
Danes, who were (as we have already fecn) once the tyrants of 
Scotland. 

holds 
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holds you bcft, from the king's grace down : a. d. i4«f^ 
for the falfe Lurdanes and traitors have caufed 
the king, by your falfe feditions and confpi- 
racy, to come againft his father in plain battle, 
where that noble prince was cruelly murdered 
among your hands, by your advice, though ye 
btought the king in prefence for your behoof, 
to make him the buckler of your enterprize. 
Therefore, falfe Lurdanes, if the king punilh 
you not haftiiy for that murder, ye will mur* 
der himfelf, when ye. fee time, as ye did his 
father. Therefore, Sir, beware with them, and 
give them no credence; for they that were 
falfe to your father, can never be true to your^ 
felf. Sir, I affure your grace, if your father 
were living, that I would take his part, and 
ftand in no awe of thofe falfe Lurdanes. And 
like wife, if you had a fon that would be coun- 
felled to come in battle againft you, by evil 
counfel of falfe Lurdanes, like thofe, I would 
take your part againft them, and fight againft 
them, in your juft quarrel, even with three 
againft fix of them. And thofe falfe traitors, 
which caufe you to believe evil in my hands, I 
fliall be truer at length to your grace than they 
Ihall be.'' 

This bold fpeech difconcerted the chancellor 
and the confederated lords. It was in vain for 
them to endeavour, as they did moft earneftly, 
to perfuade the lord Lindfay to throw himfelf 
upon the king's clemency ; and the chancellor 

Vol. IV. H h (who, 
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ii. D. 1487. (who, I apprehend, was either the earl of Ar- 
gyle or biihop Elphlnftone, but moft probably 
the latter) made a handfome apology for the 
plainnefs of Lindfay's fpeech, and the rough* 
nefs of his demeanor, hoping that the king 
would receive him into favour, and prefling 
Lindfay, at the fame time, to fue for pardon. 
His brother, Patric Lindfay, who appears to 
have been a man of fenfe and learning, offered 
to be his advocate *, and made a fpeech for 
that purpofe upon his knees. His requeft was 
granted ; but after the jury was impannelled, 
he fenfibly obferved, that the whole of their 
proceedings was irregular; that it was a1)reach 
of the king's coronation oath for him to pre- 
fide at a trial in which he himfelf was a 
party, and which was to be determined by a 
jury. He therefore boldly demanded, in the 
name of God, that the king ihould withdraw 
during the trial. This unforefeen challenge^ 
upon farther confideration, was found to be 
both reafonable and legal ; and James afhially 

• " But one Mr* Patric Lindfay, brother-german to the faid 
lord David Lindfay of the Byres, [hearing his brother was defired 
to come in the king''8 will, was not content therewith ; to that 
cfFcft, he ilrampcd (ftamped) Ikdly on his brother's foot, to gar 
him underftand that he was not content with the defire which 
the cliancellor propofed unto him. But the flramp of Mr. Patric 
Lindfay was fo fad on his brother's foot, who had a fore toe, 
that the pain thereof was very dolorous : therefore he looked 
to him, and faid, " Thou art over-pert, lown, (a corruption of 
the word clown), to ftramp on my foot 5 wert thou out of the 
king's prefence, I (hould take (flap) thee ou the mouth.** Lind- 
say of Fitfcottie* 

retired 
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retired to another room^ with evident marks a.d.i4«7, 
of difpleafure at the afiront which he thought 
had been offered to his majefty. Lindfay was 
then called upon to enter into his brother's de-^ 
fence, which he did in the following words : 
*« I trow (that is, I infift) that the fummons be 
defert and null of itfelf ; becaufe he was fum* 
moned to compear to this court and parliament, 
upon the fpacc of forty days, without conti- 
nuation of days. No mention is made in your 
letter where, nor in what place; but, gene- 
rally, before the king and council at Edinburgh. 
And now, my lords, I believe it be one-and- 
forty days ; therefore the day is expired of it- 
felf, and we ought not to anfwer till we be 
new fummoned, and lawfully called thereto.'' 

The matter alledged by Lindfay being found a p«rUi- 
to be true, the prifoners were difmiffed upon 
their entering into recognizances to appear at 
an appointed day; but James was fo exafpe- 
rated at the younger Lindfay, that he fent 
him prifoner for a whole twelvemonth to Roth-' 
fay-caftle, in the Ifle of Bute. This ftrain of 
cruelty fufficiently proves that James was ftill 
under the influence of the rebels, and that he 
had, as yet, received no true notions of go- 
vernment. In this parliament, the king was 
advifed to make a progrefs round the kingdom, 
attended by his council and his judges ; but, 
in the mean time, certain noblemen and gen- 
tlemen were appointed to exercife juftice, and 

Hh2 to 
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ILD. 1487. to fupprefs all forts of diforders, in their own 
lands, and in thofe adjoining to them, till the- 
king's age of twenty-one years. The perfons 
they pitched upon were the lord Hales and 
Alexander Hume, for the Mers and Lothian ; 
the earl of Angus for the Ihire of Roxbitrgh^ 
Peebles, and Lanerk; the lord Ma^cwel for 
Dumfries; the lord Kennedy for Carrie; the 
laird of Craigy-Wallace for Kyle; the lord- 
Montgomery for Cunningham ; the lord of Len- 
yiox, the lord Lyle, and Matthew Stuart, for 
Renfrew, the Monkland, and Bothwel ; James 
of Edmonftoun for Stirlingfibire ; the mafter 
of Argyle for Argyle and Lorn ; the earl of 
Athol, and Alexander Robertfon of Strowan, 
for Athol ; the lord Drummond for Strathem 
and Dumblain ; the lord Oliphant for Straw- 
brawn ; the lord Gray, the lord Glamis, and 
mafter of Crawford, for Angus ; the earl-mar- 
flial for the Merns; the earl of Huntley, the 
earl of Errol, and the laird of Innerrugy, for 
the Month, North, and Invernefs ; and the lord 
Lindfay for Fife. Thofe lords were obliged 
to fwear, that they would not only with dili- 
gence fcarch for, and either bring to juftice 
themfelves, or fend to the king's courts, all 
thieves and diforderly perfons, but would caufe 
all inferior barons within their feveral diftrift$ 
fwear to do the fame. 
Pf^eeedinti The rcgicidcs, by thofe ihews of juftice, 
ddfi. "** (opght to cloak their crimes ; but they conti-r 

ttue4 
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ntl^d to load the nieihory of the late nnfortu-' a.d. i4tu 
nate king by the moft infamous afls. All juf- 
tice^, feeriffs, and fte wards, who were poffefled 
of heritable offices, but had appeared in arms 
for the king's father, were cither deprived of 
them for three years, or rendered incapable to 
enjoy them for ever after. All the young no- 
bility, who had been difinherited by their 
fathers for taking arms againft the late king, 
were, by iaft of parlianierit, reftored to their 
feveral fuccefiions in the moft ample manner. 
At laft, to give a kind of proof to the world 
that they intended only to re- fettle the ftatc 
of the nation, without prejudice to the lower 
ranks of fubjefts, who did no more than follow 
the example of their fuperiors, it was cnafted, 
" That all goods and effefts taken from burgeffes, 
merchants, and thofe who had only perfonal 
eftates (or, as they are called, unlanded men) 
fince the battle of Stirling, were not only to 
be reftored, but the owners were to be indem- 
nified for their loffes, and their perfons, if in 
cuftody, were to be fet at liberty. Church- 
men who were taken in arms were to be deli- 
vered over to their ordinances, td be dealt with 
by them according to law." Excellent afts were 
made againft barratry, and the old ones con- 
firmed, as wer^ the liberties of the church. 
The caftle of Dunbar having been a perpetual 
bone of contention, was ordered to be demo- 
liflied ; and fome ftatutes were cnafted in fa- 

VOUK 
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iLixi4S8. vour of commerce, for the exclufion of fo- 
reigners, by way of recompence to the burghs, 
who had been very active in oppofing the late 
king. 
roRigime. This parliament, before it rofe, thought it 
spciauona. ncceffary to give fonie public teftimony of their 
difapproving the late king's connexions with 
England, efpecially with regard to the mar- 
riage of James. The deftru6lion of the houfe 
of York, the acccffion of Henry the feventh, 
and the extinction of the firft line of the Craw-* 
ford family, had entirely changed the fyftem 
of rebellion in Scotland, as it could no longer ' 
promife itfelf its ufual fupport from England. 
On the contrary, when the maxims of Henry's 
government were examined^ there was the 
grcateft reafon to fuppofc that he would vigo- 
roufly fupport the royal houfe of Scotland. It 
was therefore enafted, ^ That as the king was 
now of an age to marry with a noble princefa, 
born and defcended of a noble and worihipful 
houfe (fuch are the words of the aft) that an 
honourable embafly be fent to the realms of 
France, Brittany, Spain, and other places, to 
be nominated to advife, treat, and conclude, in 
the fame matter.*' It was intended that this 
embafly fliould be very fplendid. It was to con- 
fift of a bifhop, an earl, or lord of parliament, 
a fccretary, who was generally a clergyman, 
and a knight. Their attendants were to be 
fifty horfemen, and they w^re to be allowed 

five 
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five thoufand pounds for the difcharge of their a. d. 14SS. 
cmbafly; two thoufand to be raifcd by the 
clergy, two thoufand by the barons, and one 
thoufand by the burghs. The fame embaffa- 
dors were impowered to renew the ancient 
league between France and Scotland ; and, in 
the mean time, a herald, or, as he is called, a 
trufty fquire, was fent abroad to reconnoitre 
the feveral courts of Europe for a fit match for 
the king. 

A ftrong objeftion lay in the way of this The inter- 
embafly. The pope had been applied to, and ok 
had laid all who appeared in arms againfl the 
late king under an interdict ; and all the powers 
of Europe confidered the governing party in 
Scotland as a fett of rebels and regicides. This 
was an infurmountable obftacle to any nego- 
ciation abroad ; and it was n^ceifary to remove 
the interdift. Some of the moft moderate of 
the nobility, who had wiflied to reform the 
ftate, but without rebelling againft the king 
(by whom, I fuppofe, are meant the earls of 
Errol, Marfhal, and the northern lords) had 
raifed troops, that they might enter into a kind 
of armed mediation between both parties ; and 
they entertained great doubts whether they 
were not comprehended in the cenfure. They 
laid their cafe before pope Innocent the eighth ; 
and pretending the moft unfeigned repentance, 
he at laft was prevailed upon entirely to take 
off the interdift, as thofe who were really guilty 

had 
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A.D. 1489. had the fame plea with the others not intention* 
ally fo. A bull accordingly was iflued, di- 
reeled to the abbots of Paifley and Jedburgh, to 
take off the interdicl ; and is dated in July 
1 49 1 9 before which time the embafly could not 
take place. Mean time, many of the moft re- 
fpcclable noblemen confidercd their king as 
being little better than a prifoner in the handf 
of his father's murderers, or, at leaft, made that 
a pretext for taking arms. Of thofe, the lord 
Lenox was the moft forward, and had raifed 
two thoufand men, with whom he marched to 
Stirling, with an intention to furprifc the town 
and caftle ; but finding the pafs of Stirling* 
bridge guarded, he encamped at a place called 
Fillyraofs. He had in his army one Mackealp, 
who was a fpy to the other party, and privately 
advertifed the lord Drummond that the earl, 
not thinking his march was known, lay care« 
lefsly encamped, and might be eafily furprifcd* 
Lord Drummond accordingly marched, at the 
head of a party of foldiers, with fuch e:^pedi« 
tion, that he not only defeated the earl of Le- 
nox and his men, but, purfuing his blow, he 
took the ftrong caftle of Dumbarton, of which 
the earl was keeper, notwithftanding all that 
the lord Lyle, and a gentleman of the earFa 
family, could do to dfefend it. 

The pabiic The growing qualities of the youftcr kinfr* 

tranquilhiy -. •it 'O 0» 

icftorcd. nis penetration, and the excellent difpofition 
which daily unfolded itfelf in his conduct and 

be- 
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beha^our, at laft reconciled many of the llrifteft ^* ^* ^^'^ 
royalifts. in the South to his government^ for 
fear of ii^curring the crime of rebellion. In 
the North, the earls of Huntley and Marfiial^ , 
with the lord Forbes, the head of a powerful 
family there, complained that they had been 
deceived, and declared their refolutions to re- 
venge the king's death. It is probable that 
they were in concert with the earl of Lenox^ 
and that his defeat had rendered the two nor« 
thern earls cautious. That was not the cafe 
with the lord Forbes, who having obtained 
the bloody fhirt of the murdered kihg^ dii- 
played it on the point of a lance, as a banner 
under which all loyal fubjecks ihonld range 
themfelyes. Having affembled a confiderable 
body, he marched to Aberdeen, and through 
the principal towns north of the Grampian hills, 
where he feems to have met with no oppofi- 
tion ; but he found himfelf in no condition to 
march fouthwards, efpecially after the defeat 
of the earl of Lenox ; and confequently his ex- 
pedition was at an end, though it certainly an- 
fwered his purpofes in fome meafore. 

The great reputation which Wood had ac- ThcEngiift 
quired in Scotland, was of infinite fervice to (^^ ^ 
the government. He was, perhaps, the beft 
feaman of that age,^ and one of the beft fub- 
jefts. After he had regained his fhips, Henry 
the feventh of England, who had heard with 
horror of the king's murder, offered to lend 
•Vol. IV. li . hxvoL 
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A. D. 1489. Ixim five fliips to revenge it. Wood, withduC 
hefitation, accepted of the propofal ; and the flijps 
^cordingly arrived in the Forth. Their crew^ 
being under very bad difcipline, inftead of obey*y 
ing Wood, landed on both fides of the river^ 
plundered the Scotch merchantmen, and ra^ 
vaged the coafts. Wood interpofed his autho? 
rity, but in vain ; and finding their pmdices 
every day more and more outrageous, he at 
laft feparated his little fquadron from theirs^ 
• but without venturing to attack them. The 
government hearing of this noble behaviouz^ 
advifed James to fend for Wood, and to offer 
bim a pardon and a commiflion to aft agaiofl: 
the free-booters. We are in the dark as to the 
jnftrudions which had been given by Henry ; 
but it is certain that Wood came a-lhore, ap-^ 
peared before the council, accepted of his par- 
don and commiflion, and undertook the fervice. 
J^mes and his council defired him to call for 
what artillery or afliftance of ihipping he 
pleafed, but Wood refufed to employ any other 
than his two favourite ihips; and being w^ 
provided with ammunition and artillery, he 
fell in with the Englifh fquadron at the mouth 
of the Forth, oflF the caftle of Dunbar; and^ 
after a defperate engagement, he made prizes 
of all the five Ihips, and brought their crew8 
prifoners to Leith, for which he was nobly re» 
warded by James* 

This 
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' Thii gallant aftion, and the acqtiiefcence of a.d. ii^9/ 
Wood m the new government, raifed his re- 
putation both at home and abroad ; But Henry 
refented the difrefpeft that had been fhewn by 
Wood to his fqtiadron, and refolved to be re- 
venged. It appears, that Wood^s fliips were 
fitted out for commerce as well as war ; and 
that after the defeat of the Englifh fquadron, 
he had failed upon a trading voyage to the 
coaft of Flanders, Henry, intending that he 
fhould be intercepted in his return, employed 
Sir Stephen Bull, the braveft fea-officer he had, 
for that fcrvice, arid gave him three of the beft 
Ihips in his fleet, every way well equipped and 
attilleried, to perform it. If we are to believe 
fbme of the Scotch hifliorians (and the faft is 
by no means unlikely) Henry even fet a reward 
of one thoufand pounds upon Wood's head, 
as if he had been a pirate. Be that as it may. 
Bull failed fbir the Forth, and ftationing his 
£5ips at the back of the ifle of May, he fent his 
aiihcld boats up the Forth, whefe they took 
and deftroyed all the Scots fifliing-veflels ; but 
detaining fome of the moft expert of their crews 
in his own ffaips, he promifed them a premium 
if they would keep a look-out, and, as they 
Were bieft acquainted with the Ihape of Wood's 
Ifiips, inform him when they appeared. They 
were, early on a fummer morning, difcovered 
under fail ofiF St. Ebb's head, advancing brifkly, 
without any knowledge or fear of an enemy.' 

I i 2 The 
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(i.D.i4S9. The Engliih flvips were taller and larger tiban 
thofe of the Scots, carried a much heavier 
weight of metal, and drew more water. Bull, 
being fecurc (as he thought) of his prey, came 
down, and fired two guns upon Wood's ihip8|» - 
as a fignal for their furrendering. The Scotch 
commander no fooner perceived them,^ than he 
' knew them to be enemies. He made an .en« 
couraging fpeech to his crews, who declared 
that they would ftand by him to the laft ; and 
the engagement began in fight of numberlefii 
fpeclators, who lined both fides of the river. 
It lafted all that day, and when night came, 
on both fides lay off. Next morning the fight. 
was renewed with more fury than ever ; but . 
an ebb tide and a fouth wind bore both fqua« 
drons towards the mouth of the Tay, where; 
the Englifli fliips fought under great difadvan- 
tage on account of the fand-banks ; and before 
they could get clear of them, the Scots re- 
doubling their efforts, carried all the three- 
Englifti fhips prizes to Dundee, with their conoh • 
mander. Bull. 

Cftiprofity Nothing could have fallen out more fortn* 
nately for the government of Scotland, than 
this frefli viclory by fea. Wood treated his pri* 
foners with the greateft humanity ; and allow* 
ing fuch of them as were wounded a fufficient 
time for their cures, he carried Bull and his 
mariners to Edinburgh, where he prefented 
them to James. That prince, by this time, 

feverely 
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fevercly felt the flings of remorfe for the part a. d. 1429^ 
he had aAed againft his father ; and after ge- 
neroufly making prefents in money to Stephen, 
his officers, and crews, he difmiffed them with- 
out any ranfom, with a letter to Henry, who 
returned him a polite anfwer, and Ihewed him- 
felf ready to treat of an accommodation. A i^^, 
negociation was accordingly entered into, and 
a truce was concluded. Here we are to ob- 
ferve, that the minifters of James had impreffed 
him fo early with an high opinion of the power, 
friendihip, and magnanimity of the French, 
that he retained thofe prepoffeffions to the very 
laft hour of his life, when they proved fatal 
to his crown and peffon. Notwithftanding 
this, he thought he could not decently refufe 
the friendfhip of Henry ; and the good under- 
ftanding which was reftored between the two 
kingdoms, was of infinite fervice to the tran- 
quillity of Scotland. 

The moderate ufe which James and.his mini-.. Moderatba 
fter6^n^^4e of their viftories, continued tOvcm'mt^t. 
bring over many profely tes to the government. 
They openly declared, that they intended neji- 
ther to profecute nor punifli any who were- 
not malicioufly in arms ; and even at the bat- 
tle of FiUymofs none were killed but in the 
heat of tjie adtion, the reft being fuflFered to 
depart quietly home. In fliort, the harmony 
and good order which then prevailed in Scot- 
Uoid, gave the inhabitants all the appeai:ances 

^ of 
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i,D, 1490. of a happy people ; and Henry, who had ihisi 
great differences with France, did all he coiild 
to cultivate the good underftanding betwMior' 
the two crowns, as he found it neceffaiy ia 
prevent clofer conncftions between France and 
Scotland. 

Matters were in this defireable ficuatioDy 
when a new parliament met at Edinburgh on 
the fifteenth of February 1490. The mdmbetsT' 
of this affembly applied themfelves entirely t0; 
healing mcafures. They paffed feveral afts tot 
abolifhing thofe animofities which hatd £b long 
and fo fatally divided the nation. A^'they*. 
were encouraged to hope, that th6 ti^tipnsd 
interdift would be taken off, they proyiile'd fot 
the privileges and liberties of the churcfe,' >itid' 
voted that the fix thoufand pounds fottlie' 
embaffy fhould be immediately raifed, widiOTiC 
the king difcharging any part of it. ^ The^Sl- 
ftruftions to be given to the embaffado'rsf tOlire' 
referred to the chancellor and the privy-cottn* 
cil, but with this remarkable cautiorft •* T^at 
they would by all means take care to rcnoidvc 
all fl:rangenefs and difpleafure conceived by afiny* 
prince for any caufe by paft." A lord, a kriigfit^ 
and a fecretary, were appointed to fail in M'arclf 
following, with an allowance of an hundred 
pounds, for Denmark, to renew the' alltiance 
with that court. Crawford duke of Montrbfe,' 
the earl of Huntley, the chancellor, the biflipps; 
gf Glafgow and Aberdeen, the mailer of the' 

houlhold 
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'lioijfiiddy the privy-feal, the abbot of Holy- a. p. 1490. 
prood-houfey the lord Lyle, the lojd Glamis, 
Gray, and Drummond, the prior of Colding- 
ham, the treafurer, William lord of St. Johti, 
Meff. Richard Robefon and Lawfon, Sir Alex^ 
atider Scot, and the archdean of St. Andrew's, 
were appointed to be auditors to infpeft the 
accounts of the treafurer and other officers^ 
concerning the management of the crown-rents 
in the late and prefent reigns. Thofe appear 
from the record, which is printed in the Black 
A&s, to have been very confiderable, and fuf- 
ficient for fupporting the fplendor of the then 
greatcft court in Europe ; for there was fcarcely 
a county in the kingdom where the king had not 
a large eftate in property as Well as in fiipe- 
riority. As thisl large revenue had chiefly 
arifen from the ads of refumption and forfei- 
tures that had fallen to the crown fince the re- 
iloration of James the firft, and the oeconomy 
that had been obferved in the late reign, it 
had undoubtedly contributed to the misfor- 
tunes of James the third, as the great nobility 
thought that no caufe whatfoever could juf- 
tify any alienation of their fiefs ; and that every 
acceilion of revenue to the crown was a dimi- 
nution of their importance. 

The fame parliament appointed commiflioners Proceeding, 
for coUefting and afcertaining the royal reve*- mca*u'*' 
hue. The earl of Bothwel, formerly lord Hales 
and ft e ward of the houihold, had the collec- 
tion 

1 
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A. D. 1450. tion of all the revenues in the {heriffdoms of 
Edinburgh, Eaft-Lothian, Kircudbright, and 
Wigton. Alexander earl of Hume, great 
chamberlain, had charge of thofe of the earl- 
dom of March, the lordihip of Dunbar, Stir- 
lingfhire, and other places lying in the neigh- 
bourhood of his eftates. Archibald Edmond- 
fton collefted the rents of Menteith, as the lord 
privy-feal did thofe of Fife, and the lordDrum- 
mond thofe of Strathern. The colleftion for 
Methven and Perthfliire was allotted to the 
lord Oliphant, that of Forfar and Brechin to 
the lord Gray, and the colleftioa of the reft pf 
the royal revenues (the particulars of which 

m 

are too tedious to be infer ted here) were com- 
mitted to the care of the treafurer, Alexander 
Boyd, Alexander Dunlop, Sir Andrew Wood, 
John Lefley, Patric Forbes, Sir Alexander Gor- 
don the mafter of Huntley, James Douglas the 
earl of Huntley, the lords Montgomery, Ken- 
nedy, Sinclair, Darnley, the chancellor, and the 
flieriflF of Air. I have been the more particular 
on this matter, that the reader may form fome 
judgment of the ruling parties in Scotland at 
this period, as well as of the large eftate be- 
longing to the crown. Out of it a proper pro- 
vifion was allotted for the king's two brothers, 
the management of which was entrufted with 
tlie fame coUeftors. 
A eeaiitioa The reader may perceive, from the lift of the 
"'Sbw!' »®^1^ *^d ot^^cr perfonages I have mentioned, 
'- . that 
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that the chief management of affairs continued a. d. 1490. 
to be ftill in the hands of thofe who had op- 
pofed, or been in arms againft, the late king ; 
but it was now thought proper to enlarge the 
bottom of government, and to form a coalition 
of parties. Though the minifters had hitherto 
fcreened themfelves behind the young king's 
authority, and had been profufe of their flat- 
teries to his perfon, yet they left him no more 
than the Ihadow of power, at leaft, till he fhould 
come to the age of twenty-one. Though there 
feems to have been no difference about this 
in parliament, yet they proceeded in the ten- 
dereft and moft humble manner with regard to 
James. After making out a lift of privy-counfel- 
lors, who they refolved Ihould direft him, they 
obtained a. previous promife from him that 
he would be guided by them till the meeting 
of the next parliament ; a condefcenfion for 
which they affected to make the moft grateful 
returns. The privy-council confifted of the 
lord-chancellor Argyle, the earl of Bothwel, 
the earl of Hume, the privy-feal, the fecretary 
of ftate, the clerk of the regifter, the bifliops 
of Glafgow and Aberdeen, the prior of Cold- 
ingham, and the archdeacon of St. Andrew's; 
all thefe feem to have claimed a precedency as 
great oiEcers of ftate. The other' counfellors 
were, Crawford duke of Montrofe, the lords 
Lyle, Gray, Glamis : to thefe were added (if 
they pleafed to accept of the honour) the earls 
Vol. IV. K k of 
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A.D.I490' of Huntley, Lenox, Errol, and Marfiial, Ahe 
lords Oliphant and Borthwic, Patric Hume 
of Faftcaftle, Ogilvie of Boyn, John de Rofs, 
and Richard Lawfon, who all accepted of the 
charge. 
Oath im- They were fworn in open parliament to give 
thc'wun''" ** an a-fald counfel (by which expreflion is meant 
counfel that is one-fold, fincere, and without 
duplicity) to the king in all matters of ftatc 
and revenue;" and they were, at the fame tune^ 
rendered refponfible in parliament for their 
conduct ; a provifion that fliews how well they 
underftood the true principles of a free go-r 
vcrnment, and which, ever fince the reign of 
Richard the fecond, had lain dormant in Eng- 
land. The king, on the other hand, promifcd 
not to difpofe of any part of his money, jewels, 
or* plate, and to do no public afts but what 
were fubfcribed by fix privy-counfellors (the 
chancellor being of the number) otherwife they 
were to be of no force. This parliament next 
reformed the ftate of the coinage, and fixed the 
ftandards of bullion ; and the free tenants hold* 
ing of the prince, duke of Rothfay, and ftew- 
ard of Scotland, were allowed to repair to 
parliament in juftice-courts, with their fuits 
and prefences, till the king fliould have a fon 
to rcprefent them. From this laft provifion it 
appears, that the dukes of Rothfay had an inde* 
pendent hereditary eftatc ; and Sir James Bal- 
four, in his Manufcript Annals, fays, that the 

ap. 
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appointments of the two young princes, the A.D.?490t 
duke of Rofs and the e^rl of Mar, had been 
fettled by the late king. Many other excellent 
reguUtions, which do not properly belong tp 
general hiftory, were made in the fame parlia- 
ment ; and an aft paffed, indemnifying the lord 
Lyle and Matthew Stuart for defending Dum- 
barton -caille againft the lord Drummond. 

The flouriftiing ftate of the Scotch affairs, NcgocJa- 
and the indifference which the government England. 
continued to obferve with regard to England, 
alarmed Henry the feventh. The earl of Bu- 
chan, Ramfay, who had been arbitrarily deprived 
of his lordfcip of Bothwel, and Sir Thomas 
Tod of Serefchaw, having been excluded from 
the general pardon, were received by Henry^ 
to whom they, probably, reprefented that their 
king wa$ a prifoner in the hands of his father's 
niurderefS, abd that he was extremely delirous 
of the proteftion of England. Though Henry ' 
was a cautious, covetous prince, yet their aJle- 
gations were fo plaufible, that he gave them 
ear; and on the fixteenth of April 1491, the 149,, 
three e^ciles entered into an indenture at Green- 
wich in their own names, and thofe of many 
others, for delivering into Henry's hands the 
perfon of J^Q^e^, and his brother the duke of 
Kofs, or, at leafi, the faid king of Scots. In 
confideratioa of this fervice, Henry advanced 
to the exiles thirqe hundred and fifty-fix pounds 
four 0ullin^s i^^ling, to be repaid to him by 
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A.D. 1491. the lord Bothwel and Sir Thomas Tod, if they 
did not make good their engagement by the 
twenty -ninth of September following. What 
encouragement they had from James for con» 
cludinp- this treafonable bargain is uncertain ; 
but there is, on the face of the tranfadion^ 
room for fufpecling that the whole was no 
other than a defign upon Henry's purfe, that 
they might raife a little money for their pre- 
fent fubfiftence, as the confpifators could be 
in no danger from their failure of performing 
their agreement, if they could repay the mo*- 
ney in time ; and we are told, that though the 
Scotch parliament had deprived Ramfay of his 
noble title, yet he ftill enjoyed his eftate, which 
was very confiderable. 
Penance Jamcs uow grcw towards the age of maturity, 

impofed by ^ |j]^g j^g father, hc chicflv refided at Stir- 

James upon ' * J 

himfcif. \mg. On a prefumptiOn that the interdict only 
affected thofe who were in arms againft the late 
king, the divine fervice, as ufual, was regularly 
performed in the royal chapel, where Jamoi 
every day heard his own welfare prayed for, 
and the murder of his royal father moft bit- 
terly lamented. This funk into his fpirits, 
and he confulted the dean of the chapter about 
the means of atoning for his crime. The dean, 
who knew the power and influence of the mi- 
niftry, was fliy of giving him any counfel, and 
advifed him only, in general, to repentance. We 
^rc told likewifc, that he diftrufted the firmnefs 

?in4 
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and cOnftancy of James, Whatever may be in a. 0.1491. 
this, it is certain that, about this time, the 
bull of abfolution arrived from the pope, and 
that James fecretly begirt his body with an iron 
chain, to which he propofed to add a link for 
every two or three ye^rs of his life. 

The pope's abfolution completed the happi- Lcttcrtof 
nefs of Scotland; and on the eighteenth of ^^ 
May a parliament met at Edinburgh. While it 
was fitting, one of the papal prothonotaries, 
Andrew Forman, under Alexander the fixth, 
prefented James with a confolatory bull, the 
fubftance of which has been given by Drum- 
mond, tending to alleviate the anguifh of 
James's mind for his father's death, and throw- 
ing all the guilt upon the nobles, who had 
feduced his tender age -from .the paths of his 
duty J and exhorting him, at the fame time, to 
perfevere in honour, virtue, and piety. This* 
pope, notwithftanding the horrid crimes which 
filled his infamous life, afted a moft friendly 
part, at this time, both towards James and his ' 
fubjefts ; and addreffed another letter to the 
nobility of Scotland, exhorting them to obe- 
dience, and containing, according to Drum- 
mond, the following excellent admonitions : 
^* Ambition was the caufe of fedition, which 
-had no limits, and which was the bane and 
wreck of ftate and kingdoms, of which they 
fliould beware ;^ kingdoms fubfifting upon the * 

reputation of a prince, and that refpeft his 

fub^ 
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A. D. 1491. fubjecls carried towards him. He was the eye 
and fun of juftice ; the prince weakened or 
taken away, or his authority contemned, the 
commonwealth would not only fall into a de- 
cadence, but fuffer an earthquake and perifli ; 
either after by foreigners be invaded, or by 
inteftine diffenfions rent afunder. Confufion 
followed where obedience ceafed and left : con- 
temp* depofed kings as well as death, and 
kings are no longer kiri^^^ when their fubjeds 
refufe to obey them. That good people made 
good kings, which he requcfted them to en- 
deavour to be, as they would anfwer to God, 
whofe lieutenants princes were, and by whofe 
power they ruled." 
Marriage -^^^ diftiuclions of party were now aboliflied 

■cgocia- jj^ Scotland, and the confideration of the em- 
bafiy for the king's marriage was revived and 
puflied with more vigour than ever. Some 
alteration took place with regard to the per- 
fons of the cmbaffadors ; for on the fourteenth 
Kvmer, vol. of Juuc, Hcury granted a pafTport for Robert 
xii.p.446. ^^j William, bifliops of Glafgow and Aber. 

deen, the earls of Bothwcl and Morton, the 
prior of St. John's, the lords Glamis and Oli- 
phant, with Richard Murrhead dean of Glaf- 
gow, and one hundred attendants, to travel 
through his dominions to Charles king of 
France, and the king and queen of Spain, and 
other countries. Their inftruclions were the 
fame as had been given to the former embafla- 

dors; 
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dors ; and Sir James Ogilvie of Airly, attended ^- ^* M9«- 
by Rothfay^ herald^ was fent cmbaffador to re- 
new, the ancient leagues with Denmark, in 
which he fucceeded fo well, that, upon his re- 
turn, he was made a lord of parliament.> 

The members next proceeded to the refor- cup 
{nation of the ftate, upon the fame falutary 
principles that had directed the parliaments 
under the two late reigns. The interefts of 
minors who were in ward to the king, or any 
of his barons, were confulted, by provifions 
being made againft the wafte of their eftates 
during their nonage; and the flierifFs were or- 
dered to make out eftimates of their jfroperties, 
that a proportionable part fliould be allowed 
them for their maintenance and education; 
and that when they came to full age, they 
fhould enter upon them without any diminu- 
tion of their value. Another excellent ad was 
made, not only for punilhing affaffins, and 
thofe who were guilty of maims and mutila- 
tions, but for binding over to the peace thofe 
who threatened any violence to their neigh- 
bours. This procefs was called Law-burrowis, 
meanih*g that the law was bail or caution for 
the party aggrieved. Farther provifions were 
made for the more frequent meetings of jufti- 
ciary courts, and for protefting and affifting the 
civil magiftrate in the difcharge of his duty. 
It was made capital for the inhabitants of 
burghs to enter into confederacies for obftrud- 
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A.D.i49r. ing the courfe of law; and regulations were 
appointed for applying the revenues of corpo* 
rations to their proper ufes. 

Military '^^^ inclinations of a fovei;eign naturally 

iaftitutions. have their influence on the manners of his 4ub- 
jefts. Thofe of James were for military exer- 
cifes, and magnificent exhibitions. He had 
early accuflomed himfelf to the ufe of arms, 
and he eameftly defired to fee all his fubjefts 
foldiers. For that purpofe, the fheriffs were 
impowered to mufter, four times a year, the 
inhabitants of their refpeftive diflrifts, the al- 
dermen and bailiffs doing the fame within 
their burghs, as they Ihould anfwer to the 
chamberlain or his deputy. Every gentleman, 
with ten pounds or more of yearly revenue,, 
was to be armed with bafnet, fellet, white hat, 
gorge or piffane, complete armour for the legs, 
fword, fpear, and dagger. Inferior ranks of 
fiibjects were to be armed as the king's com- 
raiffary or the flieriff Ihould appoint ; but the . 
meaneft inhabitant was to be provided with a 
bow and arrows, or a good ax. Thofe regu- 
lations were productive of a furprifing reforma- 
tion of manners. Juftice had its courfe ; rob- 
bery and violence of all kinds were fupprefled 
throughout the kingdom ; and the fplendor 
of the king's court, with the polite entertain- 
ment he gave to all adventurers in feats of arms, 
drew jgrejit numbers of foreigners. of the firft 
quality to Scotland. 

In 
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In the year 1492, another treaty was fct on a- 0.1491 
foot for prolonging the truce with England. 
The Scotch commiffioners were, William bilhop 
of Aberdeen, William lord St. John, lord high- 
treafurer, Mr. Alexander Inglis, archdean of 
St. Andrew's, John Hume of Erlifton, Patric 
Hume of Faftcaftle, Walter Ker of Cesford, 
and Mr. Richard Lawfpn, clerk. Thofe for 
England were, Richard bifliop of St. Afaph, 
Sir John Grayftoc, the dean of York, and others. 
Their meeting was at Coldftream; and the 
truce between the two nations was prolonged 
from the twenty-firft of December to the twen- 
ty-firfl: of the fame month 1496 ; the allies 
comprehended on the part of king James Jbeing 
Charles king of France, John king 6f Den- 
mark, the kings of Spain and Naples, and the 
dukes of Auftria and Milan ; and thofe of king 
Henry, the emperor, the king of the Romans, 
the kings of Spain, Portugal, and Naples, the 
dukes of Auftria, Burgundy, Ferrara, and Sa- 
yoy. It is remarkable, that certain noblemen of 
both kingdoms put their feals to the ratification 
of the two treaties. Thofe on the part of Scot- 
land were the bifliops of Aberdeen, JDunkeld, 
and Galloway ; Colin earl of Argyle, lord-chan- 
cellor ; Patric Hepburn earl of Bothwel, with 
the lords Lyle, OHphant, and Drummond. 
Whatever precautions the two courts might 
take for the public tranquillity, the borderers, 
who lived by rapine, and whofe ftate was inac- 
VouiV. H ceffible 
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A.D.I494- ceffiblc to civil regulations, committed many 
outrages; and thofe on the fide of England 
being found the moft uritraftable, Henrjr, ou 
the twenty-fecond of Auguft, appointed new 
commiffioners for repairing all the breaches of 
the peace that had happened, and for prevent- 
ing the like for the future. James, who was 
not very fond of Englifli connections, and, 
fatally for himfelf, was entirely attached to 
thofe with France, delayed nominating any 
commiffioners to treat with thofe of England 
till October following; but we know of no 
ineeting they held till next year. 
1493; In 1 49 3 J Henry, obferving the growing pro- 

propofed to fperity of Scotland, the harmony that fubfifted 
*"**** between the king and his fubjefts, and the rc- 
fpect in which James was held by all the courts 
of Europe, propofed a marriage between him 
and the moft ferene princefs Catharine his 
coufin, the daughter of Eleonora countefs of 
Wiltfliire, who was the daughter of Edmund 
late duke of Somerfet, his uncle. It is pro- 
bable that James thought the match below his 
dignity. He appointed, as his commiffioners, 
William Bifliop of Aberdeen, keeper of the 
privy-feal. Sir John Rofs of Montgrenan, Mr. 
John Freflel (Frafer) dean of the king's chapel 
of Reftalrig, and clerk-regifter, and Richard 
Lawfon, clerk to the court of jufticiary, to 
prolong the truce, and to compromife all the 
breaches of it ; but gave them: no inftrudions 

as 
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as to his marriage. TJie king -of England a.d.hoj. 
named the bifliop of St. Afaph, Sir William Ty- 
ler, and others, as his commiffioners ; and both 
parties met at Edinburgh on the twenty-fourth 
of June. The Scotch commiffioners complained 
loudly of the infraftion of the truce by the 
Englifh ; and Henry paid a thoufand marks 
fterling in gold, before the laft day of the fol- 
lowing May, by way of indemnification for 
the lofles of James and his fubjecls. As to the 
propofal of marriage, it was treated by the 
Scots with great contempt, as appeared in a 
few days after. 

The parliament met on the firft of May. Not- Theparhv 
withftanding the feeming good correfpondence 
between James and his minifters, he undoubt- 
edly had about him counfellors who knew 
how to puzzle the executioci. of their delibe- 
rations ; for, even at this time, I cannot per- 
ceive that the enjbaffadors for his marriage had 
taken their departure from Scotland. As he 
was now of an age to entitle him to determine 
for himfelf, they left to him the nomination of 
the embafladors, and added a thoufand pounds 
to the fix thoufand already voted for defraying 
their expences, with another thoufand " for the 
honourable home-bringing of a queen." Sir 
Stephen Lockhart and Thomas Stuart, with 
fome others, were appointed to receive this 
money ; and it was re-enacted by parliament, 1 

that the king hin^elf fhould difcharge no part 

LI 2 of 
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A. D.i493» of it, that is, that he fliould appropriate no 
part of it to his own ufe, or that of a favourite ; 
nor could his receipt be admitted^as a difcharge 
for any part of it. This is a frefli proof that 
the Scotch parliament, like the Englifh, thought 
they had a right to difpofe of the money 
they voted for public fervice as they pleafed. 
Another obfervation, greatly to their honour, 
arifes out of this meafure, as it is a proof of 
their confidering the grandeur of the king in 
the fame light with that of the kingdom, by 
putting it out of the power even of James him- 
felf to diminifh any part of the national fplen- 
dor in the eyes of foreigners. 

Its proceed- The fame parliament refumed the patriotic de- 
fign of turning the national fiflieries into a pub* 
lie benefit ; for it was enaded, " That all mari- 
time towns fliould build bufles or veflels of at 

■ 

leaft twenty tons burthen, to be employed in 
iifliing; and that all idle perfons fliould be 
prefled into that fervice." The noble fpirit 
which this parliament fliewed againft the en- 
croachments of the Roman fee deferves to be 
particularly diftinguiflied in hiftory. That 
court, ever watchful over its own interefts, had 
found means, while the late interdift lafted, to 
bring before its tribunal a number not only of 
ecclefiaftical, but civil, caufes ; by which the na- 
tion was drained of its money, and the autho- 
ipotfwpod, rity of government undermined. Robert Black-* 
ader, who had been tranflated from the fee of 

Aberdeea 
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Aberdeen to that of Glafgow, had great dif- a. d. 1491. 
ferences with Schevcz archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's, concerning their jurifdiftions-; and 
Blackader had intereft enough at the court of 
Rome to obtain a bull erefting his fee of Glaf- 
gow into an archbifliopric. Perhaps no nation 
in Europe but the Scots would, at that time, 
have difputed the power of his holinefs in 
ecdefiafiical matters; but this parliament laid 
down as a maxim, that the privileges of the Black aQu 
church, as well as the ftatutes of the realm, 
had been created for the benefit of the com- 
munity ; and that they could not be renounced 
without confent of the king, the three eftates, 
and the refpeftive chapters. This manly prin- 
ciple was followed by as vigorous refolutions. 
All ecclefiaftical encroachments, fince the reign 
of James the firft, relating to the difpofal of 
elective benefices, were annulled ; and the arch- 
bifhops of St. Andrew's and Glafgow were to 
Confirm the election of all abbacies within their 
refpeftive diocefes, without applying to the 
court of Rome. As many differences between 
the two archbiflioprics ftill lay undecided by 
his holinefs, who found the great benefit of 
procraftinations, the parliament empowered 
the king to feize the temporalities of both par- 
ties, if they did not retraft their pleas at Rome, 
and fubmit to an equitable decifion in Scot- 
land. The fame parliament went farther; for 
it was recommended to the king to extend 

this 
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A.D.]49s< this inhibition to all cafes that hkd been csirrkd 
from Scotland before the pope, and his em* 
baifadors were to order all parties home, that 
their caufes might be decided by their ordina- 
ries, or by fuch judges as the king, in council, 
fhould appoint. The fees payable to the fee 
of Rome were reduced to the ancient rates ; 
and a vote paffcd that none Ihould be received 
into Scotland with legantine powers, but cardi- 
nals and natives of the kingdom. 

Many other excellent regulations, which do 
not fall within the province of general hiftory, 
were made by the fame parliament, cfpecially 
thofe relating to the internal trade of the king- 
dom, and the prefervation of the game* The 
king, being now twenty-one years of age, 
took entire poffeflion of the reins of govern- 
ment ; but previous to this, an acl of refunip- 
tion paffed, by which all grants to the prejudice 
of the crown, that had been made in his mi- 
nority, were annulled, excepting thofc beftowed 
on the earl of Bothwel and Sir John Rofs. 
Thofe granted by his father, from the fecond 
of September 1487, were annulled likewife, 
as being derogatory to the memory of the late 
king. Thofe were remarkable acts, and prove 
that the regicides of James the third had ftill 
the governing influence in parliament ; though 
it muft be owned that they had exercifed it to 
excellent purpofes. By the common law of 
Scotland, the king might have annulled all that 

had 



OF S G O T L AN D. 26^ 

had been done to his prejudice during his mi- a.I}.u^%, 
nority ; but this ad put it out of his power to 
rehabilitate the perfons who had been rewarded 
or diftinguiflied by his father after the above- 
mentioned .period, or to deprive the two fa- 
vourites of the faction of their rewards. James, 
however, did not think himfelf bound not to 
employ the friends of his father in fubfequent 
offices of truft and profit. 

The perpetual broils between Henry the fe- Forctgo 
venth and the court of France, and the inability 
of the emperor Maximilian, Henry's chief ally, 
to perform his epgagements, induced that prince 
to think of binding Scotland to England by 
the neareft tifcs. Towards the end of this year, 
he appointed Thomas lord Dacre, Sir Richard 
Salky, and Sir John Mufgrave, as his pleni- 
potentiaries, to meet with thofe of Scotland, 
to fettle fome inconfideraWe border-differences. 
This commiffion was probably intended as an 
introduction to more ferious negociations ; for 
in the beginning of the year 1494, he appointed 14^ 
Richard bifliop of Durham, lord privy-feal; 
Thomas lord Dacre, deputy of prince Henry 
duke of York, and warden of the weft marches; 
Sir William Tyler, captain of the town and 
caftle of Berwic ; with Chriftopher Morely and 
John Cartyngton, to repair to Coldftream by 
Ae fifteenth of June. Their bufinefs was either 
to prolong the truce, or to conclude a treaty 
for a perpetual peace. The commiflioners for 

James 
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A.ixi49^. James were, Robert Blacls^er, archbifhop ot 
Glafgow, the bifhop of Dunkeld, the earl of 
Morton, the prior of St. John of Jerufalem in 
Scotland, the lords Lyle and Maxwel, the arch- 
deacon of St. Andrew's, fecretary and clerk of 
the regifter, John Ogilvy baron of Fingaih, 
Walter Ker of Cesford, Patric Hume of Faft- 
caftle, and Mr. Richard Lawfon. We know of 
nothing important being done by thofe com- 
miffioners ; and the reft of the year pafled with 
profound tranquillity in Scotland (where the 
court was more brilliant than any in Europe) 
and in fruitlefs negociations upon the borders. 
This indecifive ftate of affairs between the two 
nations put Henry upon his guard, efpecially 
as fome foreign partizans of his fampus rival, 
Perkin Warbeck (whom I fliall hereafter have 
occafion often to mention) were now appearing 
in Scotland, and had*" prevailed with the bor- 
derers to threaten an invafion of England. 
1495. On the twenty-fecond of March 1495, the 

rr«^*5ith earl of Surry, vice-warden of the weft and mid** 
die marches of England, was commanded to 
mufter all the fencible men and horfemen from 
the Trent to the Tweed. The duke of York, 
afterwards Henry the eighth, was appointed 
warden-general ; and the bifhop of Durham, 
Sir William Tyler, John Heyron of Ford, John 
Cartyngton, and a gentleman of the name of 
RatclifF, were appointed to be the duke's depu- 
ties during his nonage. They had orders not 

only 
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only to watch over the fafety of the borders^ a. d. 149$. 
and particularly of Berwic, but to train and 
exerdfe the inhabitants of Northumberland 
in the fame manner as had been pradifed by 
Sir Henry Piercy, warden of the marches. Thoy 
were likewife impowered to redrefs grievances, 
and, if the Scots were fo inclined, to prolong 
the peace. 'By this time, Henry had fixed his 
eyes upon James as his fon-in-law ; nor, indeed, 
could he have made a better choice. Authors 
have, in a manner, been unanimous in telling 
us, that he preferred James as a match for his 
eldeft daughter, and gave his fecond to the 
French kitig, becaufe, in cafe of a deficiency of 
his heirs male, the lefier kingdom mufl be an 
acquifition to the larger. Whatever may be in 
this fpeculation, we know that James appointed 
as his plenipotentiaries the bilhop of Murray, 
John lord Drummond, Sir William de Knoll, 
Sir William de Mourrey of TuUibarden, Sir 
John de Loundy, and Richard Lawfon, clerk. 
James, at this time, was employing himfelf 
in the moft laudable affairs of government, by 
making a progrefs in perfon all over his king- 
dom, and marking all the grievances of his 
fubjecls, that they might be remedied in the 
enfuing parliament. Young, gay, and gallant 
as he was, he had eftabliihed a maxim, that 
in his reign the njfli-buflx Ihould keep the cow, 
meaning that his regulations Ihould exempt 
the inhabitants f;;om the trouble of guarding 
Vol. IV. Mm their 



I 



266 

A. P. 1495* 



The eldeft 
princefs pf 
England 
offertd to 
James in 
marriage. 



tHE HISTORY 

their cattle ; and it is univerfally allowed by 
hiftorians, that he brought the honeft part of 
his fubjecls into a greater ftate of fecurity than 
• had ever been known in that country before. 

While the Scots were in fufpence about the 
liiccefs of their cmbaffadors, who were to chufe 
4 wife for their fovereign, Henry refolved to 
come at once to his point, by oflFering Jame» 
the hand of his eldeft daughter, the princefs 
Margaret, in marriage ; for 1 perceive, that in 
the month of June this year, he conftituted the 
bifliops of Durham and Carlifle, Thomas earil 
of Surry, Randolph Nevyle, lord Nevyle, Tho- 
mas lord Dacre, lieutenant of the weft marches, 
and Sir William Tyler, his embaffadors, or any 
two of them, the bifhop of Durham being one, 
to negociate a marriage between the king of 
Scots and his eldeft daughter, the princefs Mar- 
garet. This match, by far the moft illuftrious 
of any in Europe, feems to have carried with 
it nrf temptation for James ; and it is now ne- 
qeffary to enter upon the hiftory of the perfon 
who is commonly called Perkin Warbeck, fo 
far as it is conneAed with that of Scotland. 
= It does not fall within my province to en- 
quire into the reality of the murder of the two 
fons left by Edward the fourth of England, and 
which has been generally imputed to their un^ 
clc, Richard the third. That .Richard has been 
loaded with guilt which he never committed, 
feems to be certain ; and his memory lay un^ 

. der 
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4er particular difadvantages. Henry the fe- ^•^•*49S' 
venth, who fiicceeded him, was? a worfe man 
than Richard; and the whole bufinefs of his 
Kfe Was to exterminate, by the moft bloody, 
inhuman, means, the remains of the houfe of 
York. The fame barbarous policy prevailed 
during the reigns of his fon, his grahdfon, and 
his two grand-daughters J nor would it have 
been fafe for any fubjeft in England to have, 
profeffed a doubt that Richard the third was 
riot the moft bloody tyrant that ever fwayed 
the fceptre. It was not the intereft of James 
the fixth of Scotland, who fucceeded to the 
crown of England by his defcent from Heniy 
the feventh, to contradift this prepoffeffion ; 
and it was rivetted by the pen of Bacon, a ve- 
nal lawyer, but the greateft philofopher of his 
age, who wrote the hiftory of Henry the fe- 
venth. This writer, without producing a An- 
gle proof that carries with it the face of au- 
thenticity, has endeavoured to fix the marks 
of impoftiire upon Perkin ; and after-times have 
adopted the fame notion. Though it is fo- secCartc. 
reign to my purpof(? to enter upon particulars, 
yet whoever confiders the whole complexion 
of that unhappy pretender's hiftory, can fcarcely 
entertain a doubt that he was the fecond fon 
of Edward the fourth, and that he had been 
feht fecretly abroad, where he was either re- 
ceived or difcovered by his aunt, the duchefs 
of Burgundy. An Englifli aft of parliament 

M m 2 had 
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A. D. 1495' had already rendered his birth illegitimate^ 
and had confequently fecured the throne to 
Richard. 
Hitforyof Had the duke of York, fon to Edward the 
v^wk. fourth, been then alive, he muft have been 
twenty.-one years of age, whidi was that of 
Perkin. The duke had lived, according to 
fome hiftorians, eleven years in his father's 
court ; fo that his perfon, notwithftanding 
the advance of years, could fcarcely have 
been miftaken by the great nobility and 
meflnibers of parliament, who had feen Perkin 
abroad, and were free enough unanimoufly to 
fpeak their fentiments, acknowledged him to 
be the identical duke of York, His firft ap- 
pearance as fuch was at the court of his aunt 
the duchefs of Burgundy, who is ridiculoufly 
Teprefented as being privy to the impofture^ 
Whatever diflike that princefs could have had 
to Henry the feventh, it is very unlikely that 
flie wouM, without internal conviction, have 
hazarded the lofs of her own revenues (great 
part of which depended upon a trade with 
England) and have deprived her niece's poftc- 
rity of the Englifh crown. The ftriking re- 
iemblance which Perkin bore to Edward the 
fourth, the beauty of his perfon, and the gran-* 
deur of his manner, are acknowledged by hif- 
torians the leaft friendly to his memory. , Hiar 
education had been virtuous, and carefully 
tended by the duchefs of Burgundy. Upon 

a breach 
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a breach between Henry and the court of a.d.i49$. 
France, he had been fent with an Englifh lady 
(the lady Brampton) to Portugal, where he 
was well received by John the fecond, the 
^reateft prince that had ever filled that throne. 
After refiding a year in Portugal, he went to 
Ireland, where he wrote to the earls of Def- 
mond and Kildare, commanding them to affift 
him in recovering his patrimony, Thofe two 
noblemen did not dare to give him credit ; and 
he was forced to throw himfelf upon the af* 
fecHons of the common people, who being dc^* 
voted to the houfe of York, flocked to him 
from all quarters. Being deftitute of money, 
arms, and ammunition, his fuccefs in Ireland 
was but indifferent ; and, while he was waiting 
there, Charles the eighth, king of France, fent 
over one Frion, who was in his fervice, and 
had been formerly a kind of a fecretary to Ed- 
ward the fourth, to enquire into the truth of 
the pretender's allegations. Frion (who pro- 
hd,\i\y could not have been miftaken) no fooner 
faw Perkin, than he pronounced him to be 
the duke of York, and condufted him, accord- 
ing to the orders he had received from Charles, 
to the French court, where he was treated 
with all the diftindion due to his birth and 
pretenfions ; nor did Charles entertain the leaft 
doubt of his being Edward the fourth's fon. 
Sir George Nevyle, Sir John Tyler, and about 
tn hundred other Englilh gentlemen, recog- 

nized j 
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A*D. 14^5, nized iim in the fame quality ; and Frion cbn- 
ilantly refided about his perfon. A royal guard 
was allowed him by the French king ; but the 
treaty of Eftaples, which was concluded be- 
tween Charles and Henry, put a period to the 
hopes of Perkin in that country. That Charles 
a6hially believed him to be the true duke of 
York, is evident from his rejefting the moft 
carncft applications of Henry to deliver him 
up ; nor could he be prevailed upon to deny 

' him a refidence in his kingdom. All he en- 

gaged for was the general ftipulation, which 
parties in treaties mutually agree to, that nei- 
ther would aflift nor abet the enemies of the 
other. Perkin afterwards repaired again to the 
duchefs of Burgundy's court. That princefs 
:iffe£led to be extremely fliy of believing him 
to be the real duke of York ; but whether her 
diftruft arofe from any frefli matter of doubt, 
or from a motive of policy, is uncertain. Per- 
kin appeared conftant and uniform, but be- 
comingly modeft, through all his examinations, 
and perfevered in all he had afferted, though 
he was threatened with imprifonment. All the 
fcruples of the duchefs at laft vanilhed. She 
acknowledged him to be the real duke of York^ 
gave him the title of England's White Rofe 
(which was the badge or cognizance of that 
houfe) and affigned him a guard of thirty hal- 
berdiers. Many Engli£h noblemen and gentle- 
men, who had known the duke of York in his 

father's 
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father's life^time, went to the court of the a,d.i495, 
ducheft in Flanders, vhere they recognized 
Perkin as real duke. of York; and Henry ac- 
tually failed in an attempt which he made to 
prove that he had been murdered. The un- 
popularity of Henry's government, at this time, 
was undoubtedly of great fervice to Perkin ; 
and his pretenfions became foon fo ferious, that 
Henry employed perfons to prove that he was 
by birth the fon of a convert Jew, who was 
a kind of a travelling pedjar through Fhnders ; 
and that the duchcfe: of Burgundy, through 
the great averlion flie had f6r the houfe of Lan- 
cafter, had picked him up, and intruded him 
in the part he was playing. 

All the e&ds of Henry's earnefiiiefs to dif- 
covpr'the impoilure, terminated in vague, un« 
certain, accounts, no two perfons agreeing , in 
the fame ; nor even aii^^ to his parentage or na-^ 
tive country. He applied, at laft, to young 
Philip, archduke of Auftria (who was fove- 
reign of the eftates poflefied by the duchefs of 
Burgundy, and fon to the emperor Maximilian) 
for his intisrpofition with the duchefs for the 
difmifliop of Perkin, or giving him up tojuf- 
tice« Lord Bacon h$s^ given us the fpeech of 
Warham (one of Henry's embafTadors, and 
afterwards archbi£hop of Canterbury) to Phi* 
lip, endeavouring to prove the impofture of 
Perkin ; but all his allegations are vague, full 
of declamation, and without any evidence to 

fupport 
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A.D.I495. fupport them. The anfwer returned by the 
Flemifh miniftry was, that the duchefs of Bur- 
gundy was miftrefs of her own dominions, ' and 
that they had no controul upon her conduft'^j 
but that their mafter would inviolably pre- 
ilcrve peace with the king of England. Henry 
looked upon this anfwer to be, as indeed, it - 
was, no better than an evafion, and bahifhed 
the Flemings out of England;, and having 
gained over Sir Robert Cliflford, one of Perkin*s 
ftrongeft partizans, he came to the knowledge 
of the ftrength of his party in England, many 
of whom he arrefted, and puniflied fome capi- 
tally. Among the latter was Sir William Stan- 
ley, brother to the earl of Derby,* and. fo great 
a fubjecl, that Henry owed to him his crown. 
This Stanley was beheaded only for" faying to 
Sir Robert Clifford, that if he was convinced. 
Pcrkin was the true duke of York, he would 
not draw his fword ' againft him. . Such ^xe<:u- 
tions ferved only to render Henry more and more 
unpopular. He encrcafed his vigilance^ ■ cfpc- 
cially over If eland, where he imagined the pre- 
tender had many friends ; and the Ffemingft 
being extremely uneafy at the interruption of 
their commerce with England, Perkin becaiqe 
apprebenfive that he could not be long ihel-* 
iertd in Flanders. 

He gathered together a number of adven- 
turers of all ranks and nations, and procuring 
fome Clipping, he appeared off the Kentiflx 

Coaft* 
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coaft. Henry was, at that time, upon a pro- a. d. 14^5. 
grefs in the North, but had taken particular 
care to provide againft any defcent upon Kent ; 
and a fmall party of the invaders venturing to 
land, niany of them were killed, and an hun- 
dred and fixty-nine taken prifoners, of whom 
no fewer than an hundred and fifty were exe* 
cuted. Ferkin, thus disappointed, fleered hi^ 
courfe towards Ireland, which Henry had been 
at uncommon pains to fecure to his allegiance. 
He had found means to gain over the earl of 
Defmond, the pretender's moft powerful par- 
tizan in that country ; and Ferkin meeting with 
lefs encouragement there than he had done in 
England, fet fail, with about fix hundred at- 
tendants, for Scotland, fo that his hiftory now 
becomes conneded with my fubjed. 

This year, the parliament met at Edinburgh, »45<»» 
and, among other regulations, took under its 
confideration the fiate of the courts of jufliice 
in Scotland No attention had been paid to 
many of the regulations of the late reign, par- 
t;icularly thofe for abolilhing hereditary jurif- 
diclion, which had now reverted to their 
owners. It was with concern that James and 
his minifters faw many of thofe hereditary 
judges gro&ly ignorant both of all human lite- 
rature, and the laws and conftitution of their 
country ; a confideration which prefented a 
melancholy profpeft to future times, and un- 
born generations. In prder to remedy the evil. 

Vol. IV. Na one 
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A. D. 1496. one of the aobleft^ wifeft, and moft humane 
ads pafled in this parliament, that the hiftory 
of any nation can produce, impcnrting, " That 
all barons, and freeholders of fubftahce, ihould 
henceforth fend their eldeft fon and heir to the 
grarnmar-fchool at eight or nine years old, 
there to remain till they had attained a perfcft 
mattery of the Latin, when they were to be 
removed to the colleges where the arts and law 
were taught, at which places they were* to con- 
tinue three years ; to the end (fays the record) 
that juftice might reign univerfally through the 
realni, all judges ordinary under his highnefs 
having knowledge to do juftice* '' Such were 
the cares of the Scotch legiflature for promot- 
ing polite literature among laymen of rank and 
property in their country, at a time when the 
laity of England, France, and other parts of 
Europe, were plunged in barbarifm, and when 
they were obliged, on that account, to chufe 
their ftatefmen and judges from the body of ' 
.the clergy. 

This fpirit was, in a great meafure, owing 
to that excellent prelate, Elphinfton bifhop of 
Abeerdeen, and chancellor of Scotland. He 
had been educated in France, where he faw all 
the civil trufts of the kingdom vetted in church- 
men. Upon his return to his own country^ 
he was employed under the late reign in feve- 
ral embaffies of great weight and confequencc, 
and obtained fo much credit abroad, that pope 
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Alexander, in the year 14949 gratified him in a. 0.14961 
his eameft follicitation for eroding an univerfity 
at Aberdeen, by granting him a bull for that, 
purpofe. As he was himfelf born at Glafgow, 
it is probable that his founding the univerfity 
of Aberdeen, and the many noble works he 
ereded there, particularly the bridge upon the 
Dee, at an immenfe expence, was owing to 
the happy eflFefts which he obferved the like 
inftitutions had in the fouthern parts of the 
country, by foftening the tempers, and polifli- 
ing the manners, of the inhabitants. They of 
the 'North were, as yet, deftitute of thofe ad- 
vantages, and his eredion was attended with 

« 

wonderful fuccefs; but I Ihall have occafion 
hereafter to mention this illuftrious prelate. 

The condud of James, at this period, is un- condua o 

•* ' A ' James to- 

accountable. He had entered into a treaty of ward* him 
marriage with the eldeft daughter of Henry, 
and he is about to efpoufe the caufe of a pre- 
tender to his crown. To what other caufe 
can we attribute fo unnatural a behaviour, than 
that of his hereditary predileftion for France, 
2^nd averfion for England? The duchefs of 
Burgundy had not only herfelf wrote to James, 
but had prevailed with the French king and 
Maximilian to recommend the caufe and pro- 
teftion of Perkin to him in the ftrongeft man- 
ner. James had in his difpofition a romantic turn. 
He had feen Perkin received by the greateft 
prince on the continent as the true heir to 

N n 2 the 
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A. P. 149^* the crown of England; he had heard of nor- 
thing that was ftflid, or indeed probable, to 
contradid his cl^m ; and, upon the whole, it 
leems to be certain that he believed him to be 
the real duke of York. He confidered this as a 
glorious opportunity for aflifting the caufe of 
injured innocence, in the perfon of a fovereigu 
prince. He received Perkin and his followers 
with great ftate at Edinburgh, while the ap^ 
pearance and converfation of Perkin exceeded 
the moft fanguine expeftations of James. He 
had then at his court one of the greateft beau« 
ties of that age, and the moft virtuous of wo* 
men, the lady Catharine Gordon, daughter to 
the earl of Huntley, wbofe blood was allied to 
that of the royal family, Perkin fell in love 
with this lady, and James gave him her hand 



m marriage. 



C 

V 



A declaration or manifefto was next pre- 
pared, in the name of Richard duke of York; 
and James, whofe dominions were then in an 
excellent condition, raifed an army to replace 
him in his undoubted right The declaration 
is curious and artful. It recapitulates all the 
tyrannical afts of Henry, and his bloody pro-^ 
ceedings againft Perkin's friends ; but offers 
pardon to all who fhould join him in his at- 
tempt to regain his right, with a thoufand 
pounds in ready money, and an hundred marks 
yearly of landed eftate, to any one who Ihould 
kill or take lj(?nry Tudor. Upon Jameses en< 

tering 
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tering Northumberland at the head of his anny, ^ ^* *<>^ 
diis manifefto was difperfed, but with litde 
effeA, which was a moft dreadful difappoint- 
ment to James. The northern counties had 
always* been remarkable for their attachment 
to the houfe of Lancafter ; nor can it be rea- 
fonably fuppofed that the partizans of the houfe' 
o£ York would be fond of a fovcreign rccom* 
mended %o them by a king of Scotland at the 
head of his army. There is the ftrongcft rea- 
Ibn to believe, that Perkin had given James , 
afiurances of a rifing in the fbuth of England, 
which accordingly happened in Cornwal ; but 
the infurgcnts were defeated, and their ring- 
leaders put to death. James was, at that time, 
befieging the caftle of Norham, and had laid 
the neighbouring country under military exe- 
cutions for not receiving their lawful fove- 
reign, who protefted to James, that he would 
rather lay afide all thoughts of a crown, than 
purchafe it by the bloodihed and devaftations 
which he daily beheld. James, by this time, 
thought he had gone too far, as he found the 
Englifli fo averfe to the pretender ; and he an- 
fwered him with forae peeviflmefs, that he was 
greatly concerned for a country to which, ac- 
cording to all appearances, his right was very 
doubtful. 
The news of the invafion of England by the h« »nwaM 

England. 

Scots, and the breach of the truce, was re- 
ceived with great indignation by the Engliih 

par. 
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A. D. 1496. parliament. Polydore Virgil, a foreign hifto- 
rian, fays, that when James entered England, 
he fent before him, by way of advanced guard, 
a body of horfe, who reconnoitred the coun* 
try, and made their repoirt that it was wholly 
unprovided of defence ; nor did he proceed to 
military execution, till he loft all hopes of the 
pretender being joined by the inhabitants. Hen- 
ry's inaftion was occafioned partly by the Cor- 
nilh rebellion, and partly by the dependence he 
had on. the marriage- treaty^ which was ftill.in 
agitation. It was on the thirteenth of February 
M97. ^497» before he ordered a commiffion of array 
againft the Scots, whom he bitterly accufed, in 
his commiffion, of murdering and deftroying 
his fubjecls, without regard to age or fex ; and 
that their barbarities exceeded all thofe of for- 
mer times. He had been liberally fupported 
by bi^ parliament, both to crufh the Cornifh 
rebellion and the Scotch invafion. No fooner 
was the former fuppreffed, than the earl of 
Surry, who,^ was Henry's warden and general 
in the Norths. and whp had hitherto lain in- 
aftive, was joined from the South by a ftrong 
reinforcement, which rendering his force fu-^ 
perior to that of James, he marched to the re- 
lief of Norham-caftle. That fort had been well 
furnifhed with all the means of defence by the * 
famous bifliop Fox, who was now bifiiop of 
Durham ; and James, thinking he had done 
enough in point of honour, hearing of the earl's 

march, 



razTcUf fetircdto Sc6daiid, but could not pre- a. d. 1497. 
vent the Englifli from bcicoining matters of the 
caftle b£ Aytoii/'*^ ' • - -1 

Any prince but liner of Henry's cool, -flegma- An iccrm- 
tic, difpofition, woukf-'have refented, . in the "^"^^^ 
ilrongeft terms^' an iinrafion ^attended with 
fuch a^ravatiiig circumftances ; but it ferved 
only to accelerate aS acrt)miliodati6n between 
the two trowns. Thd 'daughter of the king 
and queen of Spaiii, t^b prinfces of the fame 
difpofitions with Hirtry himfelfi was, at this 
timej efpoufed by- the priiide 6f Walesl What 
opinion they had df.PtfJ'kin^s right is uncertain ; 
but they' could Hot *be eafy while he was fo 

■ 

powerfully, protefted in' Scotland. They had 
again and again -^xfjirefffed their ' ajpprehenfions 
on that faibad to Heiiry, and he rcfolved to fa- 
crific^ Sill confideratibns to their friendfhip. 
They had already nominated Peter d'Ayala, 
one of the ableft hegociatbrs of his time, to be 
their embaflador with Henry, and, in fad, to 
mediate a peace with Scotland. The earl of 
Surry had been recalled to England immedi-* 
ately after he had taken the caftle of Ay ton ; 
and Henry had propofed to refume the treaty 
of marriage, and had appointed the biihop of 
Carlifle, Sir Thomas Dacre, Dr. Warham, and 
Henry Wyat, to be his commiffioners for that 
purpofe. James, who now heartily repented Rymcr,voi. 
of his late expedition, ' embraced the propofal, ^"' ^\^^^' 
and nominated for his commiilioners William 

Elphin- 
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A. D. 1497- Elphinfton, bifliop of Aberdeen,, and keeper 
of the privy-feal, Andrew Foreman, apoilolic 
prothonotary. Sir Patric Hume of Faftcaftle, 
and Mr. Richard Lawfon, clerk to the court of 
jufticiary. The commiffioners on both p^ts 
had feveral meetings at Ay ton ; but the n^o- 
ciation meeting with great difScnlties, they 
agreed to refer theif difierences to d^Ayala^ 
who had been farniihed with full powers to 
take upon him the negotiation. He therefore 
immediately repaired to the court of James, 
to whom he prefented his credentials, and met 
with a.moft favourable reception. 
jsmespro- Though the greateft harmony fubiiiled at 
i^bl^^*" this time between James and hia fubjeds, yet 
many of them had been fecretly gained over 
by Henry's gold, and others had openly dif« 
approved of the late invafion in favour of Fer^ 
kin. The difpofitions of the latter tallied with^ 
thofe of James ; and the two kings agreeing to 
Hand to the award of d'Ayala, a feven years 
truce was agreed upon for their refpedive do- 
ininions, and their allies. The confervators of 
this truce, on the part of Scotland, were the 
bifhops of Aberdeen and Galloway, the Iord3 
Borthwic and Seton, Sir Patric Hume of Faft* 
caftle, and Mr. William Lawfon. By a feparatd 
article between d'Ayala and William Warfaam, 
the faid truce was prolonged during the life- 
time of both kings, and a full year after the 
death of the longeft liven Notwithftanding 

this 
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tjfais trace, the negociation met with greait dif- ^ a 1491. 
ficolticis. The Engliih infiftcd upon receiving 
an indeoinification for the breach of the truce, 
and for the damage that bad been done to their 
country during the late inVafion/ This being 
abfolutely refufed by the Scots, the Englifh 
commiffionera warmly infifted upon the pre* 
tender's perfon being delivered up to their maf-. 
ten This vras a meafure which was highly 
confiftent with the honour a^ "^ell as the intereft 
of James to have complied with, had he be- 
lieved Perkin to have been an impoftorj but 
he thought the proofs of his sillegations were 
fo ftrong, that he could not abandon him ; and 
indeed all the other powers in Europe feem .to 
have been of the fame opinion. Abercromby 
is fo abfurd as to fay, that James protefted 
him even after he was convinced of his being 
an impoftor, becaufe he had called him duke of 
York, made war in his name, and married him 
to his kinfwoman ; but thofe were the very 
reafons why Perkin ought to have been deli- 
vered up to juftice, as they were the eHeds of 
moft infamous forgeries. All that James could 
' be brought to confent to by the Spaniih and 
EnglHh minifters, was to fend Perkin out of 
Scotland, but in an honourable manner. 

James accordingly fent for the unfortunate md dir^ 
adventurer, who received the news with a honwimWy. 
magnanimous refignation, throwing the blame 
of all upon his own ill fortune, which would 

Vol. IV, Oq not 
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ii.D. X49S. not fuffcr his friend, confiftently with the fafety 
of his crown, to follow the generous .di£tatei 
of his own heart, or to give him farther pro*; 
tcclion. James 'accordingly provided diree 
jhips, which carried him and his retinue to 
Cork in Ireland, after being furnifiied with 
every thing that befitted a perfonage of royal 
rank. It may be proper to attend this unfor« 
tunate adventurer to his death. He landed at 
Cork on the twenty-firft of July 1498. The 
citizens of Waterford immediately informed 
Henry of his arrival, and that he was but 
indifferently attended. The Cornifh malecon- 
tents, on the other hand, gave him an invita-' 
tion to head them ; and he aftually landed at 
Bodmin, where he was foon at the head of 
'three thoufand men. His followers daily >5n- 
creafing, he befieged Exeter, which at that 
time was a rich and flourifliing city. For fome 
days the inhabitants encouraged a treaty with 
the infurgents, in hopes that Henry would 
march tO' their relief. The rebels, fufpeding 
their drift, attacked the city, being now fe veil: 
thoufand; but being unprovided for a fiege,: 
and the citizens making a noble * reiiftance,' 
Pcrkin drew off his men to Taunton.* Finding' 
his numbers dimiriifh, and thofe who ftill rc-» 
mained with him to'be little better than an 
iinartned,* diffolute, rabble, he abandoned them,, 
and, with threefcore rhorfemfen in hjs train, 
fook fanfluary at Bfewlcy iu N^W-J^preft^ Hen^ 
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ryi who, by this tinie, had marched, weft ward a. d. 1458, 
at the head of a ftrong anny, ordered the fanc- 
tuary (which he did not chufe to violate) to be 
befet; and, .in the mean time, hearing that 
Perkin's lady, was at St. Michael's Mount, he 
ordered her to be brought before him. He 
was fo ftruck with the beauty and majefty of 
hct perfon, that Ihe appeared to be lefs his cap* 
tive than he her's ; and he gave orders for her 
being entertained in a manner anfwerable to 
her birth, ^nd to attend his queen as a compa* 
nion, rather than a domeftic; for Ihe had a 
train of gentlewomen to ferve her, and Henry 
fettled upon her a revenue which fhe enjoyed 
after Perkin's death, with the ' title of the 
White Rofe, which was due to the fplendor of 
her beauty and accomplifhments. This, per- 
haps, was the only generous aclion of Henry's 
life, and it is the more remarkable, .as lady 
Catharine perfifted in . her belief that her huf- 
band was the real duke of York ; but Henry's 
bounty was, perhaps, fomewhat influenced by , 

his difcovering that flie was not with child. 
As to Perkin, he at laft furrendered himfelf 
to the lord Daubeny, one of Henry's generals ; 
and being carried prifoner to the Tower, he 
was there prevailed on, probably by the force 
of torture, to confefs himfelf an impoftor ; and 
part of his declaration for that purpofe, but 
, full of contradictions; and abfurdities, was pub - 
lifhed. Perkin, together with the earlof War- 

O 2 wic. 
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A.D.S49S wic, the undoubted heir male of the York fa* 

mily, was afterwards executed for trcafon. 

Notwithftanding the pretended declaration 

that had been publiihed of Perkin's impofition, 

the king and queen of Spain would not con* 

fent to finifli the marriage-treaty between their 

daughter Catharine and the prince of Walai^ 

till Perkin and the earl of Warwic were put ttf 

death ; which occailoned that bitter refle^on 

which afterwards fell from Catharine^ that her 

marriage muft be unprofperous, becaufe it was 

fcaled in blood. Thus much I have thought 

proper to fay of this famous adventurer, whofe 

vindication is connected with the liiftory of 

the excellent prince which I am now writing. 

AH I Ihall add is, that before the publication of 

Mr. Rymer's CoUeclion, neither the Scotch nor 

Englifli hiftorians mention any treaty of mar^ 

riage being on foot between James and the 

eldeft prince^ of England. 

MiRiage That James was a very cold lover, feems to 
ft9.u4mff. ^^ p^f^ ^j ^^^^^ . foj, though he ratified all 

that had been agreed upon by d'Ayala and hid 
minifters, and though Henry had done the 
fame, yet we find no advances on his fide for 
the marriage. This might be partly occafioned 
by the youth of the princefs,' who was only, 
at the time I treat of, ten years of age ; but-I 
am inclined to think that other obftacles in- 
terpofed. Some of the moft confiderable of 
Henry's ful^ecls ftrenuoiifly oppofed the match 

in 



0?SCDTLAND; 885 

in councl) j but they were anfwcrcd by Henry ^. a 149S. 
in the tenns i have already mentioned, that 
fuppcrfing a failure of all his other ifiue, and 
that the crown of England Ihould defcend to 
the |>rogeny of that marriage, yet fiill Scotland 
would become an acquifition to England. The 
oppofition, however, was fo ftubborn, that it 
fufpended, for fome time, the conclufion of 
the treaty, and James hinted to Henry, that he 
thought himfelf extremely ill ufed ; but an in* 
cident now happened which bade fair to re- 
kindle the flames of war between the two na- 
tions. 

A few Scotch young gentlemen, inhabitants ^""t* •^ 
of the borders, had, during the holidays, made ^^^i^ Sas* 
it. pradice of fpending fome time in merriment 
and jollity at Norham, which ws^ then in the 
hands of the Englifh. The officers and foldicrs 
of the garrifon being dtfgufted by their £re-^ 
quent viiits, ' which, they faid, was only to 
difcover the ihrength or weaknefs of the place, 
a quarrel enfued, in which fome of the Scots 
were killed upon the fpot. When this faft 
was related to James (who was already fuffi- 
c4ehtly ruffied with the behaviour of the Eng- 
lifh council) he fwore in a paffion, that no« 
thing in the courfe of nature was more certain^ 
than that there could be -no peace between the 
people of Scotland and England. Before he 
would do himfelf juitice by force, he difpatched 
a herald to Henry, with, a formal complaint of 
. * what 



2S6 T H E H I S T O R Y ; 

A.ai499. "^hat Iiad'happened, aud, if fatisfaAion was re* 
fufed, with orders to denounce war. Henry re- 
ceived the meflage as he was preparing to march 
againft the Corniih men ; and, after treating the- 
herald with the greateft politenefe, he returned 
for anfwer, that what had happened was en- 
tirely without his knowledge, and againft his 
intention; and that if his fubjeds ihould be 
found to have been the aggreffors, James ihould 
receive all the fatisfadion he could require in 

the terms of treaties. 

.1 

The mar- James was far from being fatisfied with this 
ciaiion anfwer, which he faid was evafive and dila- 
tory ; and Henry fent orders to the bifliop of 
Durham, who was the owner of Norham-caf- 
tle, to do all he could to appeafe him.^ This 
prelate, who was one of the ableft negociators 
of his time, knew Henry's moft inward fenti- 
ments, and that there was nothing he wilhed 
more to avoid than a breach with Scotland. 
He wrote to James an apology in terms fo 
fubmiflive, that the latter was mollified, but 
intimated to the biihop, that he ihould be glad 
to fee him at Melros, to treat with him upon 
other matters that remained to be adjuiled be- 
tween him and Henry. The interview accord- 
rsco. ingly took place ; and it was eafy for the biihop 
to fee that the real grounds of the king's rc- 
fentment arofe from the manner in which he 
had been treated in the afiair of the marriage. 
The biihop having communicated this intelli- 
gence 
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gence ta Henry, the king fent him orders to Aip.isoo. 
remove, at; any rate, , a^ impediments to a good 
unde^flanding with James, without lofing a 
moment; As the bride was no more than ten 
years and fix months old, and in the fourth 
degreeof blood to James, it was neceffary to 
have a diipenfation. from his holrnefs, which 
was accordingly obtained; but, in the meaa 
time, ii;: ^vasjncceffary to fettle all matters in 
difputc betwcea the two nations. The arch- 
biihpp o£ Canterbury, the bifhop of Winchef- v 
ter, and the earl of Surry, were the Englifh 
j)lenipotcntiarics, for , thia pnrpofe. Thpfe for 
Scotland were, Robc;rt archbifliop of Glafgow, 
Patric.earl of Bothwel, great admiral of Scot- 
land, apd. warden of the Weft marches, and 
Aadr^w bifhop of Murray. Their plenipoten- 
tiary powers are dated at Stirling the eighth of 
Oftob^t 1 501; and in January following, the ,j„. 
marriage articles, and a treaty of perpetual 
peace, were concluded at .Richmond. As this 
was one of the moft important tranfa<9:ions that 
had ever ipaffed between the two crowns, I fliall 
make no apology for laying the articles them- 
felves before my reader. 

^* Firft, That James king jof Scotland fliall, Theuci* 
at Candlemas next^ in perfon, or by his proxy, 
marry the princefs JMargaret (who, oh the laft 
day of November by pafled, had attained to 
the full ^ge of twelve ye^rs) and that no ex- 
ceptions :ftiaU. be m%4e 'agp.inft their confan- 

guinity 
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A*a 1501. guinity or affinity, both having been before* 
hand difpenfed with by the fovereign pontiff. 

" Secondly, That the faid princefi fcall be 
convoyed, at the charges of the faid king her 
father, and delivered to her faid hufbahd, or 
to any impowered by him to receive her, at 
Lamberton-kirk, about the beginning of Sep* 
tember 1503, and not till then. 

« Thirdly, That before the firft day -of July 
1503, the faid princefs Ihall be legally in feft 
and feized in all the lands, caftles, &c. which 

m 

the queens dowagers of Scotland ufually enjoy ; 
and if all thefe lands be not found to yield the 
yearly revenue of two thoufand pounds Englifh, 
or, which was then the fame, fix thoufand 
pounds Scots money, that her faid hufband 
ihall affign her as many other lands as will 
make up the deficiency. 

«« Fourthly, That the faid princefs fliall be 
allowed to have always by her, at leaft, twenty- 
four fervants of the Englifh nation, men or 
women, as fhe fhall incline, over and above 
her Scottifii domefiics ; and that all thefe fliall 
T)c entertained at the charges of the king her 
huiband, who fliall give her every year the 
fum of a thoufand pounds Scots, or five hun- 
dred merks fterling, by equal proportions, at 
the feafls of Eafter and Michaelmas, to be dif- 
pofed of at her pleafure, 

« Fifthly, That, in cafe of the death of the 
iaid king her huiband, fhe fhall be allowed to 

refide 
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tefidis within or without the. kingdom of Scot- A.D.150^ 
landi ^ ^^ ^^^^ think fit ; and that although 
ihe ihould chufe to refide Without the king- 
dom^ yet her whole jointure, amounting to 
the, aforefaid fum of two thoufand pounds fier*' 
ling, or fix thoufand pounds Scots, Ihall be 
faithfully paid. 

« Sixthly, That the king her father fhall pay 
for her portion, to the faid king James her 
hufband, thirty thoufand pieces of gold, called 
angel-nobles, or the equivalent in the current 
coin of England ; whereof ten thoufand be paid 
at Edinburgh, eight days after the confumma- 
tion of the marriage, other ten thoufand on 
the fame day of the enfuing year 1504, at Cold- 
ingham, and the laft ten thoufand towards the 
end of the next year 1505. 

" Seventhly, That, in cafe the faid princefs 
Ihall chance to die without iffue, before the 
complete payment of her portion, the remain- 
der unpaid fhall be no more due ; but, if ihe 
fliall chance to leave iffue behind, then the 
whole fliall be faithfully paid, as. if flie was 
alive.'? 

At the fame time, a peace was concluded be- 
tween the two kingdoms, upon the following 
terms : 

^« Firft, That, in all times to come, there 
fliall be a fincere, complete, and inviolable 
peace, friendfliip, and league between the moft 
illuftrious and exceUent princes, James king 

Vol, IV. Pp <^f 
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A.B.I50X. of Scotland, and Henry king of England, their 
heirs and lawful hereditary fucceflbrs, their 
kingdoms, and fubjeds, whether ecdeiiailic or 
kic, &c. 

** Secondly, That neither of the faid kings 
Ihall favour the rebellious fubjeds of the other, 
direclly or indireftly, but Ihall, on the contrary, 
commit them to prifon, as fodn as they are 
known to bie fuch. 

<< Thirdly, That all fafe-conduds granted, or 
promifes made, to any of the Englifii rebels by 
king James, {hall be recalled, and never re* 
newed ; and vice verfa. 

" Fourthly, If either of the faid kings fliall 
be attacked by another emperor, king, prince, 
&c. that the king who is not attacked Hull 
ailift him who is, as foon, and with as many 
forces, as ihall be required, provided that thefe 
forces be maintained at the charges of that king 
to whofe affiftance they ihall be fent. 

<« Fifthly, That the king of Scotland Ihall 
not moleft nor beliege the town or cafile of 
Berwic ; nor ihall the inhabitants thereof giye 
any difturbance to the fubjeds of the iaid king 
of Scotland. 

"Sixthly, That the fifth garth of Eik fhall 
be equally free to the fubjects of both kingdoms, 
fo that either the Scots or Engliih may break 
or repair, without being quarrelled by either 
of the kings. 



<c 
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«^ Seventhly^ That the allies of both kings A.T>.t5oi, 
fliill h6 comprehended ia the treaty ; namely^ 
the king of the Romanfi, -Lewis king of th^ 
French, the kings of Spain, Portugal,, and 
Die^iiQiark, the airchduk^ of Auftria, the dukes 
df Vcaice, Feitar^ and Savoy, and the Hanfe^ 
towns of Germany, on the part of king Henry ; 
and Dn that of kitig James, Lewis king of 
France, John king of Denmark, the king of 
Sfiain, the kmg of the RomsLns, the archduke 
of Auftria, the dukes of Gueldres, Alfacc, and 
» Glevies, and marquis of Bi-andenburgh. That 
ail thefe fhaU be informed of the . treaty, and 
inVioed tb come into it withiil eight months ; 
and) if they do not iaccept of the oflferj they 
are^ in that cafe, to b^ considered as uncon* 
cerned : as alfo, that, if the king of England 
&all chance to make war with any of the faid 
^lies of the king of Scotland, the faid king of/ 
Scotland may afiift his faid ally with auxiliary 
fiuroes, to bb fefit to his tffiftance and defence ; 
bttt ihall not off^ to make a diverfion on his 
behalf, by att^n^ting any thing againil £ng«> 
labd itfelf, et vke vet^a ] fo that the peace be- 
' tween the two kingdoms ihall remain inviolable 
a« before. 

*« Eighthly, In cafe (which God forbid) that 
the laid king James or prince^ Margaret fliould 
die before the con&mmation . of their mar- 
riage^ the peace ihall neverthelefs continue, 
"mkSk dther of the kings, their heirs or fuc-* 

P p 2 ' ceflbrs, 
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A.D.I50X. ceffors, do make known to the other, within 
two months after the deceafe of the faid king 
or princefs, that he will nbt adhere to the 
treaty. And, 

** Ninthly, In that cafe, that is to fay, altho' 
the peace ihould not take effed, by reafon of 
the death of either of the parties, or near de- 
livery of . the princefs, at the time appointed, 
yet the trace formerly concluded fliall continue 
during the life of both the faid kings, and one 
year longer. 

« Tenthly, That both kings fliall obtain a 
ratification of the prefent treaty from the pope, 
before the firft day of July 1503 ; and that the 
party-breaker fliall fubmit himfelf to the fen- 
tence of excommunication, and be actually ex- 
communicated." 
Modcradon This may be called the firft peace which had 
ibc"!vl^tb, heen made for an hundred and feventy years, 
that is, fince the treaty between Robert the 
firft and Edward the third of England, which 
was ratified by the Englifli parliament at Not- 
tingham, that bade fair to reftore a permanent 
tranquillity between the two kingdoms. The 
reader will naturally perceive, that Henry had 
dropped all mention of that fuperiority over 
Scotland, which had drawn deluges of blood 
from the fubjefts of both kingdoms. The town 
and caftle of Berwic were indded ceded to the 
Englifli, but they were already in pdfleflion of 
t)oth ; and they had been a perpetual fouree 

to 
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to the Scots of wars always unavailing, and ^^*n^^ 

often unfuccefsful. No mention was made of 

the Ille of Man, by which the poffeffion of it 

was tacitly left to the Engliih, who had long 

held it ; nor indeed could it have been of the 

leaft confequence to Scotland, without an ab- 

folute fuperiority by fea. Upon the whde, it 

is evident, that Henry moft fincerely laboured 

to extinguifli all feeds of differences between 

the two nations. The more readily to effed 

this, the. flate of the borders came under the 

cognizance of the commiflioners ; and as they 

formed two feparate ftates, which were not to 

be regulated but by laws and ufages peculiar 

to themfelves, the beft and moft lafting methods 

were taken for that piirpofe, 

Henry, wife and provident as he was, was »5<»» 

who cndei' 

far from gaining his ends of James, whofe dif- ▼ours tb 
pofitions were the reverfe of his. He had, jamee from 
agreeable to his fordid charader, given the 
biihop of Murray, one of the Scotch embafla- 
dors, a lift of the names and appointments of <• 
thofe who were to attend his daughter in the 
Scottifh court, defiring the prelate to tranfmit 
it to James, that provifion might accordingly 
be made for their payment James was gal- 
lant enough not to difpute his father-in-law's 

• 

aiTangements\; but he hinted to him, that he 
had no right to prefcribe the appointments 
which were to be paid to his wife's domeftics. 
Hjsnry wad not fo fuccefsful in another attempt 

he 
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A. a 150c. lie made in his political capacity. One of hi$ 
great views in completing the matchy was to 
detach James from his connections with the 
crown of France ; and it is furprifing^ as this 
was a matter which Henry had fo mucK at 
heart, that fome exprcfs prorifion was not 
madS for it in the treaty. No fooner were the 
toarriage articles figned, than Henry Wrote tb 
his right dear and entirely belo^d fon, inti- 
mating^ that as by the late treaty, and the 
bonds of affinity entered into between the twd 
crowns, Scotland could no ionger fland in need 
of French affiilance; he therefore ho|)ed that 
James would fufpend inis renewal of the old 
league with the French crowii, at leaft for fome 
time. This letter, which was dated the tweii^ 
ty-feventh of June, and delivered to Jaoies by 
Sir John Hume of Duhs, is a proof how litdt 
Henry knew of his fon-in-law's (eatixnents. 
James, however, anfwered him with great po- 
litenefs, diat though he ikw no reafbn ^y hiB 
deareft father Ihould infift upon fudi a delay, 
yet he was willing to obKge him, by deferring - 
the con&mation till they fliould have am inter- 
view together, or be fhould be better advifed. 
James adde^i, that it had been ufusd to confirm 
the league between the kings of France and 
Scotland upon the death of either, 

Henry ratified the late treaty at Weftminftcr 
on the thirty-firft of Oddber, in prefence of his 
own nobility and th^ Scotch embafiadors* When 

James 
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Jaixi^s came to perform the fame ceremony in a.i>.95c». 
the high-church of Glafgow, in prefence of the 
Englifli embaffadors, Sir Thomas Darcy an4 
Mr. Henry Babingtbn, he gave a moft fignal 
proof of his predileddon for his French allies ; 
for he refufed to fwpar to the peace till the de- 
fignation of king of France was ftruck put of 
Henry's titles; and in this he feems to have 
been feconded by the chief of his nobility, whd 
were prefent upon the occafion, which hap- 
pened on the tenth of December. Thisbeha* 
viour of James is the more remarkable, as hia 
bride was not yet arrived. 

Oh the eleventh of March 1503, a parlia- t5o|. 
ment met at Edinburgh. From their proceed- m^u* 
ings, which are upon record, it appears, thafe 
their main bufinefs was to introduce into the 
Highlands the fame courfe of juftice that pre- 
vailed in the Lowlands, where a profound 
tranquillity now reigtied, and every fubjeft 
fubmitted himfelf to the civil power. This 
was far from being the cafe of the Highlanders, 
whofe country was inacceffible to the jufticiary 
lords, the iheriffs, and the peace-officers. Tfaofe 
diforders feem, in a great meafure, to have been 
fed from the neighbouring ifles, where the 
inhabitants had no idea of any other obedience, 
but that which w^ due to their barbarous 
chieftains, yor remedying thofe evils, it was 
ordained, « That for the future juftices and b***^'^^ 
iheriffs fiiould be deputed to thefe parts ; thofe, 

for 
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A.0.15O3. for the northern ifles holding their courts 
either at Invernefs or Dingwall, while the de- 
puties for the fouth ifleis fhonld fitin the Tar- 
bar of Lochkin-kerane." The like regulations 
were made for thofe parts of the iflands that 
lay between Badenoch and Lorn, and the ad<- 
jacent country. It is obfcrvable, that the lord- 
ihip of Lorn, as well as the Ifle of Man, had, 
in all negociations but the laft, been excepted 
out of the treaties between Scotland and Eng- 
land, and the regulations of this parliament 
partly account for the reafon of that fingula* 
rity ; for the record fays, that •* that lordfhip 
had been out of ufe to come to juftice-pairs.'' It 
was therefore enafted, ** That for the future 
tiie inhabitants of Dowart, Glentowart, and 
the lordfhip of Lorn, fhould attend thofe courts 
at Perth ^'^ In ihort, proper places of refort 
for juftice were appointed all over the High- 
lands; nor is there occafion that I fhould be 
more ps^rticular. The county of Invernefs was 

* I fufpe£l, that ever fince the death of thiat lord of Lorn* 
tvhofe name was Macdowal or Macdougal, and who was the 
great enemy of Robert Bruce, the tenants, or rather fubjefts, of 
his eflates (which comprehended all Argylelhirey with a great 
part of Galloway and the Highlands, all which originally went 
under the name of tlie lordfhip of Loiii) had a nominal depen- 
dence upon the kings of England, who might not. think proper 
formally to relinquilh their claim, though they made no advan- 
tages by it, the people then^elves being governed by their ptttf 
chieftains, who, as appears by this aft, had never fubmitted to 
the laws of Scotland. The independency of that kingdom being 
fully afcertained by the late treaty, Henry had no farther pre- 
tence to keep up any claim that arb(e from the pretended fupe- 
riority of his predecelTors over Scotland* 

f fo 
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fo large, that the paxiiattDent ftatuted^ ^^ That A^D.i^og, 
a flier^iQioald be appointed for Hois, to admi^ 
YiUter juflic^ in Thane or Dingwall; a&other 
being coininiflioned for the diocefe of Caith<< 
nc&y to holct his courts either at Domock o^ 
Wick, as the catiies might require : yet cri^ 
minal adtions committed within the fhertfiiioms 
of Invemefs, Rois, and Galthnefs, were fiill 
to be tried at the juftice-^airs of Invernefs.'^ 
Perthihire, which in extent was nest to Inyer« 
neis, was put under limilar regulations and 
divifiom ; nor was there a fpot in> Scotland 
where the inhabitants were not rendered amen-' 
aUe to civil and juftidary courts. Such were 
the meafures provided for the peace of the 
Highlands ; and thodfe for the execution of juf-« * 
tice in the Low-Countries were equally wife 
and vigorous. 

Civil caufes had become very numerous^ 
through want of txioe within the fiatute^days 
(or, as the £ngli& call it» the* Term) allotted 
lotr adjudging them ; fo that fome of them had 
been delayed from year to year. It was there** 
fore eaafted, ^ That his majefiy ihoul^ nomi» 
nate a x:ouncil ^ to^t at Edinburgh, pr where 
he refided, for the daily decifion of complaints 
as they ihould^ occur, and to have the fame 
powers as the lords of feflion, it being notified 
to the people when an<i where they were to 

* The ddignation of tbe prefent feoators of ]u^ce in Scotland 

' Vol. IV. <^^ -jfit.* 
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A. D. 15^3. fit,'' The praftice of murder continuing but 
too frequent, the king (I fuppofe by the lords 
of articles) recommended to his parliament to 
provide fome remedy for this growing evil, 
which he knew arofe from the hopes the cri- 
minals had of obtaining remiflions. The re- 
medy the parliament fell upon was pretty ex- 
traordinary ; for they enacted, " That no par- 
don ihould pafs for premeditated murder ;" but, 
at the fame time, they put it in the power of 
James to make a fpecial revocation of the lla- 
tute, whenever he was permitted fo to do by 
the decreafe of that horrid practice. 
Its excel- The moft excellent regulations were made 

^00^*"^*' by the fame parliament for encouraging the 
importation of bullion, and for keeping gold 
and filver within /the reahn. Provifions "were 
made for the improvement of agriculture ; and 
as the wood of Scotland was almoft deftroyed, 
on account of the fmall fines annexed to the 
ofience, the old laws for encouraging planting 
were revived ; and that every freeholder fiiould 
make parks for deer, and rabbits, build dove* 
cots, plant hedges and ot*chards, and at leaft 
one acre of wood, where no great forefis grew. 
The like regulations' were made f or. " preferv^i- 
tion of the young fry in riveh, fifh-pondB^ 
orchards, bees, and ; in general . of all game. 
The laws againft fturdy beggars were revived 
and amended, as were, thofe relating to the 
builcTing of ihips and VeaponibawinffSf and it< 
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\iras enafted, " That all widows fliould been- A.D.ipj, 
titled to their third, till it could be proved 
they were not married to thofe with whom 
they had lived; and that meafures and weights 
fhould be depofited in Edinburgh by the cham- 
berlain, as ftandards for the whole realm.** I 
cannot help remarking, from the proceedings 
of this parliament, that the reprefentation of 
the members who compofed it continued ftill: 
unfettled ; for an aft now paffed, «• That no ba- 
ron, freeholder, or vaffal, not poffeffing one 
hundred marks of the then extent, amounting 
to about thirty-three marks Engliih, Ihould 
be compelled to come perfonally to that affem- 
bly, Unlefs the king fhould iflue a particular- 
writ, commanding l)is attendance.** They were^' 
however, to fend reprefentatives to anfwer for 
them ; and all who poiTeffcd more than one 
hundred marks yearly, were compellable to- 
come under the former penalties/ 

I do not perceive that the burghs were, at* 
this time, fond of fending reprefentatives to • 
the parliament; arid they Had probably com- 
plained of it as being attended with trouble 
and expence. This parliament, however, or- 
dained, ^ That when any taxes were to be le- 
vied, the commiffioncrs and head men of the 
burghs^ as forming one of the three eftates of 
the realm, Ihould be duly warned.** The old 
privileges of burghs and merchants, and the 
a£ts relating to failons, were revived and con^ 

Qjl 2 firmed ; 
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A»D«i5<»3<» &ined; and the great coundls of towni lad^ 
the power of chufing burgefies and gucUd4>rb« * 
tbies ; but the magiftrates were tp be ai«rchant$ 
cMily, agaiftft wboBOb it wa« rendered unlawful 
fcH^ tradefmen,, dr any Gtbefs, to enter into 
leagues or combinations. Coiafeivators had^ Icbg 
before this time» been a{>f>oiBted by the goveim- 
men^ of Scotland^ to take care o£ the interefls 
^ of their countrymen abroad j and, to prevent 
the extravagance of tranfmarine im^s at Iflw,.' 
it was enaflied. " That the confervator^. atSiiled. 
by at leafi four honeft, intelligei)^ Scotch 
merchants,, ihould determine alt differences 
that happened abroad among his countrymen: ; 
and h^ himielf^ or his deputy, was to lepaici 
every year to Scotland to give an account of 
hisconduft/' 

The condition of the royal revenue otme. 
next under confideration ; and for the better 
prefervation of the cuftoms^ which it ieems: had * 
of late been greatly defrauded^ it was ren- 
dered penal for any one to houfe wod^ hides^^ 
or ikins^ in places that were not free burghs. 
The following proviiion ftews how auxtoua 
this parliament waa that the king^ fliouid ilgt 
be neceiEtated to employ any extraordinary 
means for fiipplying his coffers ; for ^ has ina- 
jefty was aUowed to let^ in fext^ (fomethjug re* 
fembling a copyhold tenure) all bis laoDd^ an- 
nexed and unannexed, with the provifir of itat* 
not dirmiu&ing his revenue : for which he 

confented 
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cdnibiifced that every freeholder imght alfo do a^d^ispjv 
the fxiJo^ .and abrogated tboie fiatutes which 
made both the land-fuperior and fei^er incur 
the paiiia; of forlekure by fuch jJienation^.'^ 
The kittg then xaade a ww revo^atioa pf all ^ 
grants^ ^d other public td;^, that were pre- 
judicial ^to. the cathoUc churchy, or his own ^ 
royalty* I. confider thofe revocations^ how- 
ever, wheQ no particular zdt$ are mentioned^ 
as mcxe. mitera of form^ or, at befty as cqai|>U<i 
xnents to tiie clergy.. ^ 

Tins vpariiameat bomg. diSmiS^^ the king s^ttiemnt 
fettled the lands which were inteml^ for the queens 
jointure of his future qiteen* The Iprd Dacres, 
Robert Sherbom,. daa of iSrt. Pair's, Johp Car- 
ryngcon^ iand Richard Exyiargton, Efqs; had 
been fesst hy Henry to tafce infeiment for the 
pnncefaf .and pqiha|» fixne readersr wiU be 
pksifed; tafde a. lift; of .the lands th^t.wae ^ 
iigned her. Thefe ifere,. the fcnref^ of Etric, 
and juanot orfbrtrefs of Ne>rarrk, the county 
of March,, the k)rdfhipe of Dunbar and Cow- 
faranfpetb, the k)rdfliip and psdace of Linlith- 
gow,, the lord&ip and: ca&Ie of Stirliixg, the 
earldom .of McBtdtth, the lordfiiip axid caftle 
of Down, and the pakcea»id kxrdj[hip of Meth- 
ven. The record has not informed us of the 
preei& pacceia of thofe lands which belonged 
in dowry to the former qyeeas of Scotland, 
and tbole which were aidded to raake up the _ 
jointure two thoufand pounds fteriing a year ;; 

but 
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A.D.150J but I am inclined to think none were aiddddt> 

as the land rentals were certainly encrcafed in ■ 

Scotland at this time. 
Her irnvti Plcafure was now all the buiinefs of 4anies . 

in Scoclifti* 

and his court Henrys for the firft- t^mc,' ex- 
hibited a fpecimen Of his magnificence^^ by the , 
preparations he made^for his daughter's' jour- 
ney to Scotland. I have feen the originals, of 
the papers tranfcribed from' Henry's own- writ- 
ing . by thie heralds who were to fuperintend . 
the procefiion. They contained the number: 
and quality of the brideV attendants t)f both 
fexes, who were to wait upon her at the.fcve- : 
ral places where fhe flopped or lodged^ the 
manner of their relieving each other, and the 
feveral dutifes they were to perform about her : 
perfon. They confifled of the chief nobility . 
and gentry- in the kingdom, and they were 
attended by above two thdufand followers, 
and the moft fplendid equipages that were made 
ufe of in thofe times. Ofi the fifteenth iof 
June, the royal bride fet out from Richmond • 
in Surry, in company with her father, who. 
gave her the convoy as far as Collewefton^'; 
the reiidence of his mother the countefs o£ 
Richmond. After paffing fome days there in 
great jollity, Henry refigned his daughter, to 
the care of the earls of Surry and Northum- 
berland, who proceeded with her, in the man- 
ner and form prefcribed by their mafier, to the 
borders of Scotland, where many of the com- 
pany 
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pany were permitted to take their leave; but -^^••s^f! 
thofe ' who remained ftill . made a royal appear- 
ance, and arrived at Lamberton-church, where 
file was met by James, attended by a moft 
fuperb train of his nobility and officers of ftatc* 
From Lamberton flie was conduced to Dal- 
keith, and next day to Edinburgh, where the 
marriage, was celebrated with incredible fplen- 
dor. From the beft accounts, both publifhed 
and in tnanufciipt, it appears, that the Scots 
cutflione their guefts in eVery article of luxury. 
Their apparel was more coftly, their chains 
more mafly,. and their furniture and equipages 
richer. This muft have been owing to the 
great intercourfe and commerce which James 
and his fubjeds^ ait this time, entertained with 
foreign courts and countries j for even the moft 
fober luxuries were then unknown in thofe of 
Denmark and Sweden, and the other northern 
parts of Europe. 

. Not only Engliffi, but foreigners, from France, SoieAdor of 
Germany, and other countries, were guefts at 
this illuftrious marriage, and partook of the 
feftivities attending it, which, according to the 
modes of that time, and the particular difpo- 
fition of James, chiefly coufifted in feats of 
arms. • James, in fome of thofe exhibitions^ 
appeared in the character of a favage knight ; 
and it is faid that he diftinguifhed himfelf above 
all the company by his ftrength, aftivity, and 

ad- 
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A.D. S504. addre& in anns. That he might fupport this 
chara&er with the greater propriety, he wad 
attended by two bands of Highlanders, or per- 
fons in that dreii^ who Ikirmiihed with each 
other ; but their exercifes were £ur fixnn being 
harmlefs, for they were followed with re^ 
wounds and bloodfhed, which ftruck the fpec« 
tators with the higheft aftonifliment at the 
refolution of the combat^ ts, who could thus 
fport away their lives^ the cuftoms of the times 
not fufiering them to hold the pradice m de« 
teftation. Their arms were a target and broad- 
fword^, and their mufic bagpipes. Theexhi- 
bitions of the day being over, the night was 
fpent in princely entertainments, mafqueradeSy 
and dancing. Among the foreigners who at- 
tended thofe feftivities, was a Frenchman^ one 
Darcy, who called himfelf the chevalier dc la 
Beaute, famous all over Europe for his martial 
prowefs ; but when he tilted with the lor4 Ha^ 
milton, coufin-german to James, neither com* 
batant could boaft any advantage over thd 
other. The king's politeneis was ftiU more 
diflinguiihed than his chivalry, ib noble was 
the entertainment, and fo elegant the atteiv* 
dance paid to every iUnftrious gueft. Upon 
the whole, this may be faid to have been the 



* Drummond fays a two-banded (word i but both bands be* 
ing required to manage that weapony Ihtle uTe co\4d be m^eof 
tbe target. 

Tcrtical 
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vertical period of Scotland's glory and happi- A.D. 1504; 
nefs ; for flie declined from both, while an in- 
dependent kingdom, ever after *• 

* The old Scotch hiftorians have omitted the principal deco- 
l^tion of thbfe celebrities^ which was a poem compofed by otie 
Daiibar in honour of queen Margaret. It is incomparably the 
^neft piece of Engliifa poetry of any compofed till that time, and 
the moft pidhifelque. It is written in tlie form of an allegory* 
The month of May appears in her. proper attributes to the au- 
thor, and commands him to attend her^ and to celebrate her 
role. He follows her, it being then ds^-break, 
•And as the bliTsful fan drave up the (kyy 

All nature fimg throu comfort of the licbt j 
The minftrels winged with open voyces cry, 
O hivers, now is fled the d\^ly nicht, 
Coraei welcome day, that comforts every wicht. 
Hail May, hail Flora, liail Aurora (bene, 
Hail prjncefs Mature, hail iuve*s hartfome queue. 
• Though tbofe are far from beiug the beft lines in the poem* 
yet I have quoted them to give the reader fome idea of the au- 
thor^s defcriptive powers, and how welV he had ftudied Lucretius, 
a clafRc who in thofe days was very uncommon. But to pro- 
ceed in the allegory. Q^een Nature fummons the animal crea- 
tion, and all the flowery products of May, to attend her, and do ^ 
her homage. She employs the fwift-footed roe to be her mef- 
ienger to the beads, the reftlefs fwallow to the birds, and the 
yarrow to the flowers. The reader^ we doubt not, will be 
pleafed to fee a defcription of James's perfon under that of « 
liod, \7hich was his armorial bearing.. 

All brocht in were, in twynkling of an ee, 

Baith beift, and bird^ and flowir before the qu^ne^ 
And flrft the lyon, greateft of degre. 
Was iiimmOn'd ther, and he, fair to be fene,. 
With a full hard countenance and kene. 
Before dam Nature came^ and did inclyne, 
With vifage bauld, and courage leonyne. 
This awful bcift was terrible of cheir, 

Perflng of luke, and flout of countenancCf 
Right ftrpng of corps, of faflbniair, bot (without) feir^ 
I.ufty'offtiapc, licht of deliverance, • 

Reid of his colour, as the ruby glance t 
In fleld of gold he flude full rampantly, 
With flowr^ie-lyces circlet pleafantly. 

Vol. IV. R r What- 
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A. 0.1504. Whatever real affedion James might have 

Cooduft of ° 

jamej. . for his^ quceii, he appeared to be perfeftly 
pleafed with his marriage ftate ; and, • after hijSi 
nuptial Ceremonies were over, he confirmed 
her jointure in parliament, with the addition, 
of the lord{hip of Kilmarnoc, in which flie was 
infeft by Sir Hugh Campbel of London, Iheriff 
of Air. The reft of this year was fpent in va- 
rious feftivities at Falkland, and the other pa- 
laces of James. The country enjoyed an un- 
common ftate of tranquillity ; and the affedions 
of the fubjefts towards their fovereign were 
fuch, that James took no greater delight than 
in riding difguifed to places where he was not 
known, that he might gather the real fenti- 
ments of the people concerning his govern-, 
ment. He had the happinefs which few or 
none of his predeceffors enjoyed, that of being 
unmolefted either by declared war, or the fe- 
cret intrigues of the Englifli ; for Henry the 
feventh, as far as his own narrow, fufpicious, 
difpofition permitted himj behaved to James,- 
in all refpefts, as an affeftionate parent. 

In the beginning of the year 1505, the hap- 

preients to pincfs of Jamcs, in his married ftate, was com- 

Jatnes by -^ j » ... 

the pope, pleted by the arrival of the pope's ratification of 
his marriage-treaty, and of the other negocia- 
tions he had concluded with England. Tho* 
it does not fall w^ithin this hiftory minutely to 
recount the tranfaclions of Europe during the 
reign of James, jet it is proper to mention, 

that 
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that his fricndfhip was courted by all foreign a. d. 1505, 
powers ; and the haughty pope Julius the fe- 
cond thought him of fo much confequence, 
that he fent him, by the hands of Anthony de 
Inciatis his nuncio, a cap of maintenance, with 
a moft elegant fword of ftate, five feet in length, 
the handle and pommel of filver overgilt, the 
fcabbard being of moft curious work. This 
fword was depofited in the caftle of Edinburgh 
with the other regalia on the twenty-fixth of 
March 1707, at the time of the Union, in a moft 
folemn manner; and there (if I miftake not) 
they ftill remain. About the fame time, Sir 
George Dundas, who was himfelf a Scotchman, 
and a knight of the order ,of Rhodes, after- 
wards of Maltai, arrived as embaffador from 
his grand matter, to congratulate James uport 
his marriage. In reality, the true bufinefs of 
both embaffies feems to have been to have en- 
gaged James in the affairs of the continent; 
and to have procured from him a contribution 
againft the infidels. His holinefs, at the fame 
time he fent James the fword of ftate, beftowed 
upon him (if we are to believe Abercromby, 
and other Roman-Catholic writers) the title of 
Moft Chriftian and Defender of the Faith. 

Henry the feventh, equally fordid and bloody. Affairs of 
Was, about this time, under dreadful appre- "^* 
henfions from the few remains of the houfe of 
York. He was now a widower ; and the earl 
of Suffolk, the fon of Elizabeth Plantagenet, 

R r 2 fifter 
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A. D. 1505. lifter to Edward the fourth and Richard the 
third, was confidered as being the head of that 
houfe. He was a hot, inconfiderate, man, and 
therefore the more likely to be guilty of a rafh 
attempt. Henry wanted only a fpecious pre- 
text to have put him to death, and the earl's 
- imprudence had furnifhed him with feveral j 
but he efcaped abroad, where he foUicited fo- 
reign princes to invade England. Among thofe, 
the moft forward who engaged in his o^ufe 
was Charles duke of Gueldres, the near rela- 

^o(e of tion and ally of James. This prince was the 
fon and fucceffor of Adolph duke of Gueldres, 
brother to Mary queen of Scots, wife to Jamesi 
the fecond. During the troubles that happened 
in Scotland in the late reign, he had difpof- 
fefled tis father, duke Arnold, of his territo- 
ries, and imprifoned him ; but the old man 
was relieved by Charles duke of Burgundy, 
who carried Adolph prifoner to his own -domi- 
nions. Arnold, in gratitude to his benefadtor, 
made over to him Gueldres and Juliers, with 
the county of Zutphen. On the duke of Bur- 
gundy's death, the Ghentois, in 1477, freed 
Adolph from his imprifonment ; and not think- 
ing himfelf obliged by his father's es^trava- 
gant donation, here-entered into poffellion of 
his eftates, which he left to his fon, duke 
Charles, The overgrown houfes of Auftria 
and Burgundy, infifting upon the validity of 

th^ deed which had been executed by bis grand* 

father. 
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father, waged againft him a cruel Mid unequal a. d* 1505. 
war, in which he behaved himfelf with incrc- 
dible courage and intrepidity. James took a 
particular intereft in- the fortune of his brave 
kinfman. He fupplied him with men and mo- 
ney ; h« entered into a literary correfpondencc 
with him ; and wrote in his favour t9 the em- 
peror, the kings of the Romans, France, and 
Caftile, and other continental powers. His 
letters, which are ftill extant in Latin, are fo 
far fuperior, .with regard to elegance and pu- 
rity, to the anfwers returned to them, that 
polite literature feems, at this time, to have 
taken refuge in the court of Scotland. 
• Henry knew the great obligations which the 
duke of Gueldres was. under to James, and 
applied to him to procure the difmiilion of the 
earl of Suffolk out of his territories. Jame$ 
fent orders to Patric Haliburton, his minifter 
at the duke's court, for that purpofe, and the 
duke had promifed not to receive the earl of 
Suffolk into his dominions ; but through com-* v 

paffion, or fome other motive, he broke his 
word, and openly entertained, the earl at his^ 
court. This breach of promife drew from 
James a very fevere letter to the duke, in 
which he threatened to withdraw from him aU^ ! 
marks of friendfhip and bounty, unlefi he dif- 
miffed his gueft. The truth is,; Henry V cruelty 
tt)wards the houfe of York had Ojccafioned a 

dangei^ous correfpondence between the earl of 

. Suffolk 
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A. D. 1505. Suffolk and fome great men in England, who 
were apprehended, and fonie of them put ta 
death by Henry, upon the information of a 
trufty fpy, one Curfon, whoih he had planted 
about the earl's perfon ; and it was about this 
time that the duke of Gueldres received James's 
letter. As the duke's chief dependence was 
upon the fupplies he received from Scotland, 
he immediately ordered the earl to leave his 
dominions, which he accordingly did, ancf 
threw himfelf under the proteftion of the houfe - 
of Auftria. The war ftill continued between 
the king of Caftile, as duke of Burgundy, and 
the duke of Gueldres ; and Henry had a6hially 
given a promife of ailiftance to the king, pro- 
bably without refledting that his fon-in-law^ 
James, would fucceed to the duchy of Quel- 
dres, failing the queen of Sicily and the duke's 
ifliie. 

James, hearing of Henry's unadvifed pro- 
mife, and underftanding that the duke of Quel* 
dres had fent the earl of Suffolk out of his do- 
minions, interpofed with great fpirit in behalf 
*of his kinfman. He wrote to Henry a letter^ 
the original of which is ftill extant, repre&nt*k 
ing, ** That, by an article of the late treaty, 
he might fend auxiliary forces to the aiMahce 
of the duke, who was exprefsly comprehended 
in it; that if the Scots and Engliffi fhould 
meet in the Low-Country, with their fwordi 
in their hands, it would be no eafy talk to 

keep 
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keep them from ufing reprifals at home ; that, a. d. 1505, 
by ^onfequence, the peace muft be broken; 
and| adds he, my moil iUuilrious and deareft 
£itber confidered as an enemy.'* This letter 
had the defired efied:; and Henry made an 
apology to the king of Caftile for not fulfilling 
his engagements. James, about the fame time^ 
difpatched Foreman dean of Glafgow, and the 
lord Lyon^ to inform the duke of Gueldres of 
what had pafled, and to engage th^ interpoii«* 
tion of the king of France, and the emp^rojc 
Maximilian^ in favour of his kinfman. 
^ Henry, who had a great opinion of his own «nd of 
parts, having lately fucceeded in an interview 

# 

with the king of Caftile, who had been driven 
upon the Englifh' coaft, by which he fecured 
and imprifpned thf perfon of the earl of Suf- 
folk, was follicitous pf , a like interview with 
James, to fettle the affairs of Ireland, and for 
other purpofes. James was by no means back* 
ward to embrace th^propofal; but,, though it 
never took place, it is neceffary to recount the 
incident which occafipried it The public is, 
perhaps, acquainted with the trije hillory of 
no country lefs than that of Ireland* I have 
often .hinted at the grpat intercourfe between 
the Scots and the northern Irifli, The lattet 
appear, at this time, though nominally fub* 
jects to England, to have been in a ftate of 
real indepepdency. AU the accounts we have 
of that countxy terminate in the traniadions 

within 
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A. 0.1505. within the Eriglilh pale, and the bickerings 
between the lieutenants and the great Irilh 
chieftains ; but we are in the dark as to their 
northern affairs. Abercromby is of opinion, 
that the colonifts there owned the kings of 
Scotland as their fuperiors. It is certain that 
one Odon Odongneil (or fome name iimilar 
to that) had entered into a league, ofienfivcf 
and defenfive, either with James or his father; 
and that upon Odon's father's death, he fent' 
one JEneas Macdowal (whdfe original proba- 
bly was Scotch) from the town of D'rumangeil, 
to notify to James the death of his ally, arid to 
require from him, by virtue of the aUiance be- 
tween them, four thoufand men, to be com- 
manded by John, the fon of Alexander Mackean. 
He alfo defired that the king would give or- 
ders' to his iubjefts in Clandompnail not to 
moleft him, or thofe who adhered to him ; and 
that he would not go out of his own kingdom 
to meet with his father-in-law, the king 'of 
England. 

This negociation, while it is a proof of the 
Irifh chieftain's grofs ignorance, is an evidence 
that the inhabitants of a certain diftrid in 
Ireland confidered themfdves as Scots, and the 
fubjed:s of James. The anfwer he returned 
was not fuch as might have been expeAed to fo 
impertinent a meffage; which makes me fuf« 
ped, that the kings of Scotland fomc^times made 
alliances with thofe chieftains, in the fame 

manner^ 
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manner, and for the like purpofes, as the kings ^- ^' '5°S? 

of England did with the earls of Rofs. James 

told the Irifhman that he was willing to fend 

the fupplies demanded, provided he could be 

fatisficd as to the juftice of the caufe in which 

they were to be employed. He added, that as 

for the interview between him and. his father, 

the intention of it was fo pious and holy, that 

he could not eafily be diverted from it; but 

that in the mean time he would give his fub- 

jefts orders not to moleft Odon, and that he 

would endeavour to perfuade the king of Eng* 

land not to attempt any thing againft him. 

James began now to make a great figure in J*"?*' 
the affairs of Europe, particularly thofe of the figure ia 
North ; but hiftorians have been unpardonably 
iilent with regard to particulars, which are 
extracted from his own letters. The magni- 
ficence of his court and embailies, his liberality 
to ftrangers and to learned men, his coftly 
edifices, and, above all, the large fums he laid 
out in fliip-building, had now brought him 
into fome difficulties ; and he fo far attended 
to the advice and example of his father-in-law, 
that he fupplied his necdfities by reviving dor* 
mant penal laws, particularly with regard to 
wardfliips and old titles of eftates, by which 
he raifed large fums. Though he did this with- 
out affembling his parliament, yet he found 
agents who juftified thofe proceedings, in the 
fame manner as Empfon and Dudley did th3fe 

Vol. IV, Sf of 
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4*0. 1505- of Henry, under the fanftion of law. Though 
I do not find that thofe oppreffive meafures 
were attended with any rebellious rifings, or 
that any remonftrances were made to James 
on that head, yet he had the virtue to be 
touched with the filent fufFerings of his fub- 
jects, and ordered all profecutions to be flopped.. 
He even went farther ; for, fenfible of the de- 
teftation into which his father-in-law's avarice 
had brought himfelf and his adminiftration, he 
ordered the minifters who had advifed him to 
thofe fliameful courfes to be imprifoned ; and 
fome of them, who probably had exceeded 
their commiilion, actually died in their cpn- 
finement. 
1506. About this time, James applied himfelf, with 

He^buiids incredible affiduity, to building fliips, one of 
which, the St. Michael, is fuppofed to have 
beei> the largeft then in the world. A moft 
curious account of her conftrudion and dimen- 
fions may be found in the notes ^. He worked 

• " In this fame year, the king of Scotland bigged a great 
fbip, called the Great Michael, which was the greateft Ihip, and 
of moft ftrength, that ever failed in England or France. For 
this ihip was of fo great ftature, and took fo much timber, that, 
except Falkland, (he wafted all the woods in Fife, which was oak. 
wood, by all timber that was gotten out of Norway ; for (he 
was fo ftrong, and of £0 great length and breadth (all the wrights 
of Scotland, yea, and many other ftrangers, were at her device, 
-by the king's commandment, who wrought v^ery Jbufily in her j 
but it was a year and day ere (he was complete) to wit, ihe was 
twelvefcore foot of length, and thirty-fix foot within the fides. 
J She was ten foot thick in the wall, outted jefts of oak in her 
^ wall, and boards on every fide, fo ftark and fo thick, that no 
cannon could go through her. This great (hip cumbered Scot- 
land 
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with his own hands in building it; and it is a.d. 1506, 
plain, from his conduft, that he was afpiring 
to be a maritime power, in which he was en- 
couraged by the excellent feamcn which Scot- 
land then produced. The firft effay of his arms 
by fea, was in favour of his kinfman, John 
king of Denmark. This prince was brother 
to Margaret queen of Scotland^ and had partly 
been called to the throne of Sweden, and partly 
poffeffed it by force. He was oppofed by the 
adminiftrator, Sture, whom he pardened after 
he was crowned ; but Sture renewing his re- 
bellion, and the Norvegians revolting at the 
ikme time, John found himfelf under fuch 

land to get her to the fea. From that time thatlhe was a- float, 
and her mafts and fails complete, with tows and anchors efFeir-» 
ing thereto, (he was counted to the king to be thirty thouiand - 
pounds of expenqes, by her artillery, whigh was very great and 
coftly to the king, by all the reft of her orders ; to '^it, fhe bare 
many cannons, fix on every fide, with three gfeat bafiils, two 
behind in her docky and one before, with three hundred fhot of 
fmall artillery, that is to fay, myand and battert-falcon, and 
quarter- falcohV flings,,peftelent ferpetens, and d6\|ble-dogs, with 
hagtor and culyering, cors-bows and hand-bows. She had three 
hundred nvariners to fail her 5 (he had fixfcore of gunners to ufe 
her artillery j and had a thoufand men of war, by hei* captain, 
ihippers, and quart er-m afters. 

" When this fhip paft to the fea, and was lying in the road, 
the king gart Ihoot^ cannon at her, to eflay her if fhe was wight 5 
but I hevd fay, it de^red her jiot, and did her little Ik^ith. And 
if any man believe that thif defcription of the (hip be not of 
verity, as we have written, let him pafs to the gate of iTilli-. 
bardin, and there, afore the fame, ye will fee the length and 
breadth of her, planted with hawthorn by the wright that helped 
to make^her. As for other properties of her. Sir Andrew Wood 
is piy author^ who was quarter-mafter of her ; and Robert Bar-» 
tyne, wl)o was njafter-lhipper.!* Lindfay of Pitfcotty. 

Sf3 dif, 
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A. 0.1506. difficulties, that he was forced to return to 
Denmark ; but he left his queen in poiTefEon 
of the caftle of Stockholm, which fhe bravely 
defended againft Sture and the Swedes. This 
heroic princefs became a great favourite with 
James ; and feveral letters that paffed between 
them are ftill extant. The. king of Denmark, 
iiext to the French monarch, was the favourite 
ally of James, who, early in his reign, had 
compromifed fome differences between them. It 
likewife appears, from the hiftories of the North, 
that both James and his father had given great 
affiftance to his Danifli majefty in reducing the 
Norvegians ; and he refolved to become a party 
in the war againft the Swedes and the Lu- 
beckers, who affifted them, if the former con- 
tinued in their revolt. Previous to this, he 
fent an embafiador to offer his mediation be- 
tween John and his fubjecls. The , mediation 
was accordingly accepted of, and the negocia- 
tions were opened at Calmar. The deputies 
of Sweden not attending, John prevailed with 
thofe of Denmark and Norway to pronounce 
fentence of forfeiture againft Sture and all his 
adherents. In the mean time, the fiegc of the 
caftle of Stockholm was fo warmly preffed, 
that the garrifon was diminiihcd to a handful, 
and thofe dcftitute of all kind of provifions ; 
fo that the brave queen was forced to capitu- 
late, and to furrender up the fortrefs, on con- 
dition of her being fufiered to depart for Den-j* 
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mark;* but the capitulation was perfidioufly a.d. i5o6, 
broken by Sture, and {he was confined in a 
monaftery. 

It was on thisoccaiion that James refolved to He zmn 
employ his maritime power. IJollinfhed pre- D^nmalrk! 
tends, that John came to Scotland^ and fblli* 
cited his caufe in his own perfon ; but the truth 
of this does not appear from any Scotch hif- 
torian. Ail we know is, that James wrote a 
letter, conceived in the flxongeft terms, to the 
archbiihop of Upfal, the primate of Sweden, 
exhorting him to employ all his authority in 
favour of the king. He wrote another letter 
to the Iv.ubeckers, threatening to declare war 
againft them, as well as the Swedes, if they 
jointly continued to aflift his uncle's rebels. Ac- 
cording to HoUinihed, James, in confequence 
of king John's application, gave the command 
pf an army of ten thoufand men to the earl of 
Arran, who replaced John upon his throne. 
Though this does not firiclly appear to be truth, 
yet it is certain that, had it not been for James, 
John nuifi have funk under the weight of his 
enemies. Sture, whofe arms had m^de a great 
progreis, hearing that a confiderable armament 
was fitting out in Scotland, ^nd knowing that 
James had prevailed with the French , king to 
aflift John iikewife, agreed to releafe the 
queen, and to wait upon her to the frontiers of 
. P^ani«(rk^ where he. died« By this time, James's 

arjna- 
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A. D. 1506. armament, which was commanded by the carl 
of Arran, had fet fail ; but perceiving that all 
matters were adjufted between John and the 
Swedes, the fliips returned fooner than James 
expected, " which (fays he, in a very polite 
letter he wrote to the queen upon the occafion) 
they durft not have done, had they not brought 
him an account that her Danifh majefty was in 
perfefl: health and fafety." The feverity of 
John having occafioned a frefli revolt, James 
, again fent a fquadron to his afliftance, which 
appeared before Stockholm, and obliged the 
Lubeckers to conclude a new treaty. 
»5«7- James, having thus honourably difcharged 

chaftUcsthe his engagements with his uncle the king of 
landers." Denmark, turned his attention towards tht 
t'lemings and Hollanders, who had infulted 
his flag, on account of the afliftance he had 
afibrded the duke of Gueldres, as well as from 
motives of rapacioufnefs which diftinguiflied 
thofe traders, who are faid not only to have 
plundered the Scotch fliips, but to have thrown 
their crews overboard to conceal their villainy. ^ 
James gave the command of a fquadron to 
Barton (probably the fame officer whom I have 
already mentioned) who put to fea, and, with- 
out any ceremony, treated all the Dutch and 
Flemifli traders who fell into his hands, as pi- 
crates, and fent their heads in hogfheads to 
James. Soon after, Barton returned to Scot- 

landi 
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land, and brought with him a number of rich a. d. 1507, 
prizes, which rendered his reputation as a fea- 
man famous all over Europe. 

Tames was then fo much refpefled upon the Affairs of 

•^ * * the canti- 

cbntinent, that we know of no refentment ncnt, 
ihewn either by the court of Spain, whofe fub* 
jecls thofe Netherlanders were, or any other 
power in Europe, for this vigorous proceeding. 
But it is now proper that I fliould attend to 
the aflfairs of the continent, without which 
thofe of Scotland cannot be underftood. Lewis 
the twelfth was then king of France; and 
having no fon, his daughter Claude became 
heirefs of Brittany in her mother's right. The 
emperor Maximilian courted her for his grand- 
fon, Charles of Luxemburgh, afterwards the 
famous emperor Charles the fifth, who was 
then no more than four years of age; and a 
kind of compromife was made between Maxi- 
milian and Lewis, that the latter Ihould give 

la 

his daughter to Charles, and Maximilian give 
the inveftiture of the Milanefe to Lewis. Thjs 
agreement was broke by the arts of Fei*4inand 
king of Spain, who was grandfather to Charles 
by the mother's . fide ; and, after outwitting 
Lewis, he drove the French out of Naples. 
The difference that afterwards fucceeded be- 
tween Ferdinand and his fon-in-law, Philip 
archduke of Aufl:ria, gave Henry a handle to 
take part with Ferdinand, who agreed to 
Henry prince of Wales (afterwards Henry the 

eighth) 
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A.U 1507. eighth) marrying his claughter Catharine, the 
relid of prince Arthur, young Henry's elder 
brother. While thofe intrigues were throw- 
ing ail Europe into confufion^ Lewis the twelfth 
gave iiis daughter in marriage to the earl of 
' Angoulefme ; and Philip archduke of Auftria, 
not being able to refent this grofs affront done 
to his family, laid it iSo much to hearty that it 
is laid to have occafioned his death, by which, 
and his wife's lunacy^ Ferdinand became guar- 
dian to his grandfouj Charles, and all his do- 
minions. 

Such was the ftate of affairs upon the conti- 
nent, when pope Julius the fecond refumed 
his plan for driving both the French and the 
Spaniards out of Italy. For this purpofe, he 
threw his eyes upon England and Scotl^md, 
the only powers who-could'give the mofl: rffec- 
tual divcrfion to the arms of Fraiice, The 
fame nuncio who had prefented James with 
his magnificent cap and fword, was employed 
to detach him from his alliance with L^wis j 
and, to give him an high idea of the pope's 
pious intentions, he informed James of a plan 
he had laid down for reconciling t)ie Eaftern 
and the Weftern churches ; and of an embafly 
he was about to fend to Ruflia for effeding it. 
James commended the pious zeal of his holi- 
one^ ; but, thou^ he was far from being void 
of fuperftition, he carefully declined giving 
him any euqouragement to believe that he 

would 
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\9^ould £sdl in with the pope's views againft a. d. 1501 
France. The nuncio continuing his applica* 
tions with great earneftnefs^ James^ to put an 
end to all his hopes, publicly careffed the 
French embaflador at his court, and appointed 
the populate biihop of Rofs to go as his 
embalTador to (hat of France, to thank that 
king for the friendihip he had, upon his re- 
ijueft, ihewn to the duke of Gueldres. He 
^^flured him, at the fame time, that he had 
four thoufand men in rcadinefs to aifift him in 
preferving his Italian dominions; that they 
were to be commanded by the earl of Arran, 
his coufin«german ; and, fuch was his regard 
for Lewis, that he had appointed fo near a 
relation to that fervice. In the mean time^ 
the biihop of Rofs took his departure for th? 
French court j but Lewi^ having regained poC» 
fefiion of Genoa, where the Scotch auxiliaries 
were to land, they never embarked : and thus 
James rivetted himfelf in the good opinion of 
his ally, without much expence to himfelf or 
his fubjeds. / . 

But though James was no flave to the pope's 150S. 
court, he feems to have been infatuated with of j^!!** 
the Romifh religion. All the gaiety in which 
he lived could not cure the melancholy he 
^ad contraded for heading the rebels who had 
Murdered his father; and he had fometime^ 
e;Uraordin^ry ftarts of devotion. His queen 
h^ by tl^s time, made him the father of ^ , 

Vqi,. IV. T t young 
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A.D.150S. young prince, who did not Ibng furvive his 
birth ; and the imminent danger of the queen, 
during her delivery, made James undertake a 
pilgrimage to St. Ninian's in Galloway, which 
was then much reforted to by the fuperftitious, 
both of England and Ireland, as well as of Scot- 
land. Upon his return, he found his queen 
recovered ; and then he applied himfelf more 
feriouily than ever to the alffairs of go vernment.' 
He made progreffes in perfon through his king- 
dom; he prefided at trials for notorious of- 
fences; and he ordered the laird (as an owner 
of an eftate in Scotland is called) of Thornton, 
a perfon of great confideration, to be beheaded 
at Edinburgh for the murder of his wife. He 
was particularly attentive to the redrefs of pub- 
lic grievances, and indefatigable in difcovering 
them. A frefli fit of devotion feized him ; 
and both he and his queen performed a new 
pilgrimage to St. Ninian. Not fatisfied with* 
this, James, upon his return, finding his do<^ 
minioAS in perfeft tranquillity, paid a vifit to 
the fhrine of St. Duthac in Rofs-fhire. The 
circumftanCes attending this pilgrimage were 
pretty extraordinary. He fet out from Stir- 

ufitj. ling on the thirtieth of Auguft, without any 
attendant, and travelling by Perth and Aber- 
deen, he reached Elgin the fame night; fo that 
he muft have rode about an hundred and thirty 
miles in one day.' This expedition, and his 
£mple manner of travelling, inclines me to 

believe 
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believe that the journey was not undertaken a. d. 1508, 
merely upon motives of devotion. When he 
arrived at Elgin, he chofe to lodge in the par- 
fon's houfe, and flept all night upon a plain 
board table. Next day, in the forenoon, he 
reached St. Duthac's church, where he per- 
formed his devotions. Upon his return to 
court, he refumed all the magnificence of his 
living; exhibited martial fports, in which he 
appeared fometimes under his character of the 
favage knight, and fometimes under that of 
king Arthur ; while his nobility acted the parts 
of knights of the round table. The better to 
keep up the fpirit of thofe pompous entertain- 
ments, James employed all his credit with the hu foreign 
powers of the continent for procuring breeds denccT' 
of fine horfes. His letters to the kings of Spain 
and Poland, defiring they would permit his 
agents to buy up horfes in their refpeclive do* 
minions, are ftill extant. His coufin, the lord 
of Campvere, or Tervere, was particularly in- 
dulgent to James in this refpecl; for he fent 
him many of the large breeds of mares, for 
which Flanders is famous. Even Henry the 
feventh, plain and penurious as he was, was 
lavifli in his prefents of fine horfes and their 
accoutrements, which he fent to James, who 
gave a noble reward to the perfon who deli- 
vered them. James, on the other hand, was 
not wanting in obliging foreign princes with * 
fpecimens of Scotland's animal prociuA, That 
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country was then famous for a fpecies of ftrong, 
hardy, furc-footed, but fmall, horfcs (which, 
from the country where they chiefly abounded, 
were called Galloways) and for z kind of hunt- 
ing dogs of peculiar properties. Both thefe 
animals were in great efl;im<ition with the 
neighbouring princes; but it is certain that 
animals may degenerate, or change their qua* 
lities, when they change their foil ; the breed 
of great horfes foon wore out in Scotland, and 
the breeds of Scotch dogs and Galloways loft 
their virtues abroad. 

Upon the death of Henry the feventh, which 
happened in April 1509, his fon, Henry the 
eighth, with every advantage of youth, per- 
fon, and fortune, fucceeded to the throne of 
England ; but, fatally for Scotland, his difpo- 
fitions were different from thofe of his father. 
The attention which the latter had given to 
the perfon of James, and the tranquillity of 
his government, was wonderful, efpecially 
when we confider how apt, upon every occa- 
fion, James was to betray his predileftion for the 
i^'rench. It is, howcv.er, no more than doing juf- 
tice to Henry the eighth to fay, that, when he 
mounted the throne, he difcovered no difpo- 
fitions to break with James ; and he manifefied, 
during all his reign, an uncommon degree of 
affeftion for his filler and her' family. Henry 
the eighth had not, indeed, the fame reafons 
as hi^ father had to wiih to live in peace ixrith 

Scot- 
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Scotland, bccaufe the houfcs of York and Lan- ^* ^- »5^ 
cafter were united in his perfon, and, at the 
time of his acceffion, he had more ready money 
than perhaps half the other princes of Europe ; 
but ftill, he even feemed cautious of giving 
James a fliadow of offence. Among the fii^ 
a(9:s of his government was his ratifying and 
confirming the perpetual peace that had been 
concluded between the two nations. The hi- 
fliop of Murray, whom James had fent as his 
embaifador to congratulate Henry upon his 
acceilion, fwore, in .his matter's name, to a 
ftricl obfcrvance of the fame ; and, before the 
end of the year, both kings took the like oathi 
Soon after, Henry renewed the truce that had 
been made between his father and the king of 
France, which was to continue one year longer 
than the life of the laft liver, and Scotland was 
exprefly comprehended in it, as the ally of 
both parties ; but a breach bfetween Henry and 
James, which was never afterwards thoroughly 
or fincerely made up, happened on the follow- 
ing occafion : 
About thirty years before, one John Barton b*"*!! ia- 

^ tempts the 

(a relation, I fuppofe, to the famous Barton) EngKfli m- 
commanded a trading veffel, which was taken 
by two Portuguefe fea-captains in the port of 
Sluys; and the captain, with feveral Scotch- 
men, were killed in endeavouring to defend 
their property. The aftion was efteemed cow- 
ardly as well as piratical, becaufe it was done 

under 
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A. D. 1509. under the proteftion of a large Portuguefe 
fquadroD. The fhip and the remaining part 
of the crew, with the cargo, were carried to 
Portugal, from whence no redrefs could be 
obtained ; and James the third granted letters 
of marque to John and Robert Barton, heirs 
to the Barton who had been murdered. Whe- 
ther the Bartons might not exceed their com- 
miflion, in their endeavours to revenge their 
father's death, and to make reprifals, is hard 
to fay ; but upon the acceffion of James the 
fourth to the crown of Scotland, the letters 
of marque were recalled, and a friendly corre- 
fpondence was entered into between James 
and his Portuguefe majefty. No redrefs, how- 
ever, was to be had from the latter ; and Ro- 
bert Barton being made a prifoner, and his 
fliip a prize, he was detained in Zealand till 
James procured his deliverance, by applying 
in his favour to the emperor Maximilian. Sir 
Andrew Barton took part in the quarrel ; and 
having obtained a like letter ojF marque, be 
made dreadful depredations on the Portuguefe 
trade, and, according to Englifh authors, he 
plundered many Englifh fhips, on pretence of 
their carrying Portuguefe property. In ihort, 
he is faid to have rendered the navigation of 
the Narrow Seas dangerous to Englifhmen; and, 
to fay the truth, I am inclined to think that 
I his proceedings were not quite regulan 

The 
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The court of London received daily com- a.v.isi6. 
plairits^*of:Barton's depredations; but Henry SiiS. 
being at this time vety; averfe to quarrel with 
James, the' complainants were heard with great 
coldnefs at his council-board. The earl of 
Surry had then two fons, gallant noblemen; 
and he declared to Henry's face, that while he 
had an eftate that could furnifh out a fliip, or 
a fon who was capable of commanding one, 
the Narrow Seas ihould not be infefted. Henry 
could not difcourage this generous offer; and 
letters of marque were accordingly granted to 
the two young noblemen, Sir Thomas and 
Sir Edward Howard. As this was an uncom- 
mon effort of public fpirit, and as I do not 
perceive that either of the noble commanders 
had been bred to the fea, there is fome reafon 
for fufpeflbing that felf-interefl might mingle 
with the earl's patriotifm. The prizes that 
Barton had taken had rendered his ihips im- 
menfely rich, confequently they were heavy 
laden, and unfit for fighting; while we may 
cafily fuppofe, that the Ihips of the Howards 
were dean, and of a fuperibr force in every 
refpeft, to thofe of Barton. After encounter- 
ing a great deal of foul weather. Sir Thomas^ 
Howard came up with ih'e Lyon, which was 
commanded by Sirv Andk-ew Barton in per- 
fon ; and Sir Edward fell in with the Unicorn, 
Barton's other fhip. The event was fuch as 
might be expeded from the inequality of the 

match* 
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A^D.i5io. match. Sir Andrew Barton was killed while 
he was animating, with his whifile, his men 
to hold out to the lafi ; and both the Scotch 
ihips being taken, were carried in triuinph to 
. London with their crews prifoners. Biihop 
Lefley, in his Hiftory of Scotland, pretends, 
that the two Englifh commanders made fignals 
of friendfliip, and in faft betrayed Barton to 
come within their guns. He adds, that Sir 
Andrew was not killed in the engagenient^ 
but died of his wounds at London* Thofe 
variations, fuppoiing them to be true, are of 
very little confequence ; and I have given the 
Engliih account, becaufe it feems to be beft 
authenticated. 
?5ti. . Without entering upon any defence of Bar- 
Bcfentedby tou's coudu^ I caunot think that of Henry 
^***^* to have been quite dcfenfib|e, unlefs it could 
be proved (which I believe is not attempted to 
be done) that he had complained regularly to 
James, and could receive no fatisfaftion. It 
may be proper to obferve, that the aAion againft 
Barton laid the foundation of Sir Edward 
Howard's fortune ; for, in the April following, 
he was confiituted admiral of England, and 
all Henry's French dominions. James could 
never forgive Henry for the lofs of his 
brave officer. He fent to demand fatisfac- 
tion ; but all the anfwer he received was, 
that Barton and his crews were lawlefs pirates, 
and that what had been done againft them 

ought 
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ought never to have been referited amongft A,uirsi9. 
fovereign princes. This anfwer feems to have 
come from the council, rather than the king, ] 
of England. It certainly was vague and un- 
fatisfaftory ; and James treated it as fuck He 
afferted, that Barton was no pirate, becaufe 
he bore his commiffion; and that he ought to 
have been convifted of piratical ads, before he 
was treated as being guilty of them. That 
Henry thought tHe condud of the Howards 
indefenfible, appears pretty plain from his 
giving orders that all the Scotch crews ftiould 
be releafed from their confinement in the arch- 
bifliop of York's palace, and fent home. He 
intimated to James, at the fame time, that he 
wa^ willing to accommodate the affair by way 
of negociation. James thought himfelf af- 
fronted by the propofal. If Barton and his 
men who were killed were pirates, the furviv- 
ing part of his crews were undoubtedly the 
fame ; and, had they been guilty, Henry had . 
a ready way of vindicating himfelf to James, 
and all the powers of Europe, by trying them 
in his own courts of admiralty. He was, how- 
ever, not a little influenced by the ftate of af* 
fairs in Europe. 

The Venetian republic had become obnoxious Affairs of 
to the pope, the French king, and other great 
potentates. .The French then held the Mila* 
nefe, upon which Maximilian had an eye, but 
was defeated in his expcdatioM. He had been 

Vpl.IV, Uu re- 



1^ THEHISTORY 

AiD«i5n, rcfufed a paffagc through their territories to 
attack the French; and Lewis hated the re- 
public for their acquifitions in the Milanefe, as 
the pope did for thofe made from the holy fee. 
It would carry me to too great a length of nar- 
rative, fliould I enter into all the claims which 
the other powers of Europe had upon that 
haughty republic. It is fufficient to fay, that 
a congrefs was held at Cambray, on pretence 
of regulating fome differences between the 
duke of Gueldres and young Charles of Lux- 
emburgh, and between the latter and the 
French king ; but the true intention of all par- 
ties was to unite in a common league againft 
the Venetians. It was agreed, that the em- 
peror, with the kings of France and Spain, 
fliould fall upon the Venetians at once, which 
they accordingly did, and foon ftripped them 
of all they held upon the continent ; fo that 
they were reduced to their original dominion 
in the fea. The French king acquired great 
glory by being at the head of this league, and 
by giving a fignal defeat to the Venetians. 
The pope, who had regained all he fought, and 
the king of Arragon were alarmed at his great* 
nefs ; and Lewis foon difcovered that they 
were forming intrigues for driving him out of 
Italy. As Lewis found that Maximilian was 
a poor and unprofitable ally, he refolved to 
ft;iRd upon his own feet ; and, inftead of far- 
ther \\ eakening the Venetians, or of attacking 

them 
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them in their city, he difmiffed his aririy, and A.D.1511. 
retired to the Milanefe, of which he had lately 
got the inveftiture from Maximilian, who ftill 
continued to be at war with the Venetians, 
and oflFered to encreafe Lewis's Italian domi- 
nions, if he would recommence hoftilities againft 
that republic. The pope, whofe real defign 
was to drive all barbarians (for fo he called 
the French, Germans, and Spaniards) out of 
Italy, now altered his plan ; and, as he had 
nothing more to exped, he releafed the Vene- 
tians from the fentence of excommunication 
under which they had lain ever fince the league 
of Cambray. 

Lewis, fenfible that the pope's conduct was 
a prelude to a terrible ftorm which muft fall 
upon his dominions, would gladly have en- 
gaged Henry the eighth in his intereft; and 
adually concluded a treaty with him, in which 
the king of Scotland was comprehended as an 
ally on both fides. To break the force of this 
treaty, which was chiefly commercial, and to 
prevent any farther engagements between Hen; 
ry and Lewis, the pope fpared nothing that 
could flatter Henry's vanity, of which he was 
naturally fufceptible. He fcnt him a confe- 
crated rofe, and other facred trinkets. He put 
him in mind that he had now the balance of 
power in his hands ; that the holy church de- 
pended upon him for proteftion ; that he was 
born to be the defender of the Chriftian faith,* 
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A. D. 151 1, and to break the chains which France was 
forging for Europe* Henry could not refill 
the force of this adulation ; and foon entered 
upon a treaty, ofFenfive and defenfive, with 
Ferdinand, in direft contradidion to his en- 
gagements with France. Maximilian and Lewis 
united once more againft the Venetians, who 
were now the pope's allies. His holinefs had 
the addrefs to detach the Swifs from the French 
king ; and Bambridge archbifliop of York, who 
was Henry's embaffador at Rome, perfuaded 
his thoughtlefs mafter that the pope was ready 
to Ijiy Lewis and his dominions under an ex- 
communication, the efifeft of which, if Henry 
joined the pope, would be his re-annexing to 
his crown all the dominions which the kings of 
. England had formerly held in France. Henry 
feemed to believe thofe flattering promifes ; and 
the pope, by artfully playing the reft of the 
powers againft each other, became more in- 
traftable than ever,* by thinking himfelf fecure 
of Henry's friendlhip. Lewis offered his ho- 
linefs great conceifions, but all to no purpofc ; 
and, at laft, Lewis and Maximilian formed a 
fcheme for either obliging the pope to comply 
with reafon, or to dethrone him, by calling 
a general council in virtue of a decree of the 
council of Bafil. The king of Spain, who was 
likewife jealous of France, was a iifefiil ally 
to his holinefs on this occafion ; but his chief 
dependence continued to be upon Henryjt as 

he 



O F S C O T L A N D, 333 

he was the only prince in Europe who had a.d. 151X, 
money enbugh to over-bid Lewis in the pur- 
chafe of the needy emperor Maximilian's friend- 
fhip. At laft, Henry fecretly refolved to join 
his holinefs, and took his meafures accordingly. 
Lewis was no ftranget to Henry's inten- 
tions, and redoubled his efforts to prevail 
upon James to give him a powerful divcrfion, 
by an invafion of England, if he fliould put 
himfdf at the head of the league aganft France. 
The cars of James and his council were but too 
open to_ his foUicitations ; 'but he was ftill ex- 
tremely unwilling, if he poflibly could avoid 
it, to f:ome to an open rupture with his ho- 
linefs. Lewis had indicted a meeting of pre- 
lates, which he called a general council, at 
Pifa, in which meafure he had been joined 
by Maximilian. The war broke out afrefh, 
and the French defeated the united armies of 
the pope and king of Spain. Lewis was now 
old, and afraid to pufli his good fortune againft 
his holinefs all the length he might have car- 
ried it He therefore difmiffed part of his army, 
and marched with the reft into the Milanefe. 
James thought that this was a favourable op- 
portunity to reconcile his two good friends, 
the pope and the French king, with each 
other. For this purpofe, he commiflioned For- 
man bifhop of Murray to manage the ncgo- 
ciation. This prelate was bilJiop of Bo^^rges 
'ia France ; and Lewis had found him of grczt 
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A*D. 1511. ufe to him' in his negociations with James. 
The council of Pifa was Hill fitting, and, by 
the intereft of Lewis, had not only fummoned 
the pope to appear before them, but had, in 
fad, endeavoured to depofe him from his au* 
thority. This incautious proceeding united 
the pope's allies more firmly than ever againft 
Lewis ; but ftill Henry denied, by his embaf- 
fador at the court of France, that he had en-* 
tered into any engagements to the prejudice of 
that king* The latter had a fpy who was in 
the pope's fervice at London, and fecretly in- 
formed him of all tranfa<Etion8 between Henry, 
the pope, and the king of Spain ; fo that Lewis 
was not' to be impofed upon, and faithfully 
acquainted James with all the dandeftine en* 
gagemenis that had been entered into by his 
enemies. 

Mediation This did uot divert James from ordering the 
bifhop of Murray to continue his negociation 
for reconciling the pope and Lewis, The pre- 
late had been very infirumental in difpofing 
Lewis to an accommodation; but he found 
his holinefs rife in his demands. He gave For- 
man a moft favourable reception, as embafla* 
dor from the king of Scotland ; but, though 
he was then in a paroxyfin of the gout, he 
commanded that prelate to inform Lewis, that 
he was refolved to renew the war, if he did not 
abandon the intereft of the duke of Ferrara, 
and give up all the advantages lie h^d gained 

over * 



of James. 
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over thd holy fee. This anfwer put James a« 0.1511. 
under frcfli difficulties. Henry, immediately 
after the afiair of Barton, had fent Dr. Weft, 
and fome other minifters, with a commiffion 
to make up all differences with James, and to 
confirm the peace between the two nations. 
James declined to enter into any frelh engage- 
ments, as not having received the fatisfaftion 
he had demanded for Barton's death ; but he 
found himfelf in no difpofition to take any 
part in the war which was ready to break out. 
Unwilling to violate either his family-engage- 
ments with France, or the duty he owed to 
his holinefs, he fteered a middle courfe. He 
difowned the council of Pifa,. as being fchifma- 
tical ; he promifed to grant his holinefs a fub- 
fidy; but, at the fame time, he gave orders 
for his embaffador at Rome to renew the an- 
cient league between France and Scotland. 
In this renewal and ratification, which was 
executed on the tenth of July at Edinburgh by 
James, and on the twelfth of September at 
Blois by Lewis, they refer to all former trea- Treaty wStk 
ties, particularly to that concluded between ^""*'^" 
Philip le Bel and Robert Bruce; and all the 
material claufes contained in former treaties, 
are exprefly mentioned in this, with this re- 
markable difference, " Th^t whereas before, the 
kings of Scotland and France were only ob- 
liged to affifl one another in oppofition to the 
Englifh, or, fuch others a& fliould offer to in- 
vent 
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A.D.1511. vert the hereditary right of fucceffion to their 
refpective crowns, they become now bound 
to aid and ailift one another, and even in 
perfon, if occafion fliould require it, againft 
all who may live and die; that is, the king 
of Scotland, rather than that his allies, the 
king of France and duke of Gueldres, ihould 
perifli, undertook, in conjunftion with them, 
to make war againft the pope and all Italy ; 
the emperbr and all Germany; the king of 
England and his formidable dominions of Eng- 
land and Ireland; the king of Arragon and 
all Spain ; the governefs of the Netherlands 
and all Holland, Brabant, Flanders, the ftate 
of Venice, and cantons of Swifferland." 
A hrcach This treaty was kept for fome time fccret, 

hnV. "^* becaufe James was not yet out of hopes of 
Forman's fucceeding in his negociation, and 
of bringing Henry off from his connfedions 
with the pope. The latter, on the other hand, 
was confident that he would be able to prevail 
upon James to accede to the league which had 
been formed for the defence of the holy . fee. 
He wrote tetters, which are ftill extant, com- 
plaining, that he was the only Chriftian prince 
who, by quarrelling with his brother-in-lawj 
Henry, had prevented him from afting openly 
and vigoroufly in afferting the rights of the 
holy fee. James, in confequence of the plan 
he had laid down, permitted a fynod of his 
clergy to be held at the Black. Friars in Edin-» 

burgh. 
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^urgh, io prefence of the pope's nuncio. There A,D,xp*i 
the tax of Bajamont' (fo called froni a nuncio 
of that name, who, in 1275, fettled the tax 
to be paid by the clergy) was renewed and 
confirmed; that is, all benefices of yaluatioa 
above forty pounds fterling a year, were to 
pay a certaijQi fum to the pope, and as much 
as the king's neceffitics required. This taxa^ 
tion, however, could not be impofed or levied 
without the king's confejit, becaule, without 
that, the clergy could not meet; nor had any 
national council been held in ScotlaQd fince 
the year 1487. That it n>et now, was owing 
to the attachment of James to the holy fee, 
and the great defire he had to reconcile th^ 
pope to the French king. Henry faw with 
deqp concern the part which James was likely 
to ail in the impending war; and fent two 
emhafladors, the lord Dacres and Dr. Weft, 
to him, to endeavQur, if poflible, to break off 
bk connexions with Frapce. They offered, 
in thei;: mafter'fi name, to ^ive him all the fa^ 
tisfadion be could require for Barton's deatht 
jLud thp capture of his ihips ; to withdraw the 
Engliih tropps who, accprding to the treaty, 

m 

had been fent to aft againft the duke of GueU 
dres ; and even to accept of hi^ mediation for 
concluding a peace with France. 
^ James feemed to lifteA to thoie propofals^ 
when, in au evil hour for him, La Motte, ^ 
^French embaSador, arrived at his court. He 
Vol, IV. X X was 
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A,D.i5i2i, was an aftive, plaufible, intriguing minifter; 
and he brought with him undoubted evidences 
of an Englifh fleet having already failed upon 
an expedition againft France, and that the in- 
tention of Henry was only to amufe James till 
his armament dduld arrive at its place of de- 
ftination. James, at that time, had a confi- 
derable fl^et ready, of which three were capital 
fliips, the Michael, Margaret, and James, and 
not to be matched in all Europe. He was ex- 
afperated to the laft degree at the duplicity 
(as he imagined it) of Henry, and winked at 
. his borderers renewing their hoftilities againft 
England. He likewife gave Robert Barton, 
the brother of him who had been killed, letters 
of reprifal, and fent him, with feveral ftout 
Ihips, to the Englilh coaft, from whence they 
returned, in the month of July this year, with 
thirteen rich prizes. The difadvantageous ttirri 
which affairs in Italy took againft Lewis, who 
there loft all his territories, and th« expedi- 
tion fent againft France from England, ought 
to have rendered James cautious. By his en- 
gagements with France, he was wantonly to 
ienter into a war not only with his brother-in- 
law, but with the bther great powers of Eu- 
rope, without having any ally but Lewis, who 
was fo far from being able to give him any 
affiftance, that he could not defend his own 
territories. His embaffador, the bifhop of 
Murray, was ftill continuing his negociations 
' , for 
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for a peace, and was perpetually making jour- a. 0*1511. 
nies between Italy and France; but though 
the contending powers expreffed great refpeft 
for his mediation, they had already taken their 
meafures ; and, had it not been that the crafty 
Ferdinand employed the EnglijQi troops againft 
Navarre inftead of Gafqpny, Lewis muft have 
been fhaken on his throne. 

If we are to believe fome of the Scotch hif- Afl«t 

• lent from 

tdrians, James was not a little afFefted with Scotland, 
this ftate of affairs. He fent the bilhop of Mur- 
ray, who was then returned to Scotland, to 
demand of Henry a parcel of jewels, which 
had been bequeathed by Arthur prince of Wales 
to his fifter, queen Margaret. Hcniy, in the 
audience he gave to the bifhop, expreffed the 
higheft efteem and affeftibn for James. He 
promifed to fend him the jewels, nay double 
their value, or whatever money James fliould 
plcafe to call for, provided he (to ufe Henry's 
expreffion). would fit in his chair, that is, would 
remain an unconcerned fpedator in the war 
between him and France. He even went fo 
far as to intimate, that if James would reftore 
the good underftanding between the two king- 
doms, he would create him duke of York, and 
if he went abroad as he intended, leave him 
regent of England. Forman having reported 
his negociation to James, that prince aftually 
came to a refolution to lay afide all thoughts 
of a breach with England; but the famous 

X X 2 ' Bernard 
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A.D.IJIX Bernard Stuart d'Aubigni (who had refided 
in Sc<>tland for feme time oh the part of 
Lewis) by thfe great family-inticxdib he ha(J 
v^ith the nobility and tlergy, joiiied to a pro^ 
per diftributidn of moneys fortned fuch a party 
^ ia the Scotch miniftry^ as bani(hed frobi James's 
court all moderate counfels^ It wals therefore 
refolved not to invade England^ but to equip 
a fleet, and to fend three' or four thoufand 
land forces on boiard, to the affiftancef of the 
French king. The command of thofe tix)op8 
was given to the carl of Arran; but James 
Gordon of Letterfary, a foa of the earl of 
Huntley, was admiral of the fleet, Buchanan, 
againft the evidence of all records, lays, that 
kiftead of failing to France, the -carl of Arran 
(who by the bye had not the command of the 
fleet) directed his cottrfc to Irelahd, where he 
plundered the town of Knoclcfergus (Carrick- 
fergus) and committed other hoftilities. This 
is a grdTs mifreprefeiftation pf the expedition. 
The earl of Arran had, qt tiiat time, great 
reputatio'n on account of his behaviour in Den- 
mark ; aBd James was &} intent xm the feccefs 
©f this enterprize, that he felled in the St. Mi- 
chael, the admiral's ihip, tiH flse^ iiad cleaxed 
the ifland o^ May in the mbuth of the Forth* 
The fofx:es lyert landed in Franoc; and, tho* 
we art ignorant of the particulars, it is certain 
they did great fervice to, LcmHIs^ who fettled a 
pension on the earl 

Not 
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Notiatiafied with this mark of his gratitudCt a, deists* 
Lewi« gave orders for ratifying and augmenting of the ° 
the {privileges of the Scotch nation in France. Jn^. 
This was occafioned by a complaint entered by 
Forman, the Scotch efabaflador at the court of 
France, that certain of the French judicatories 
refufed to acknowledge the Scotch rights and 
privileges in that kingdom. Lewis, to remove 
all complaints on that head, ordered letters 
of naturalisation to be drawn up in favour of 
^1 the Scotch nation^ for the following r^afons :. 
^^ Becanfe of the league which had been of old 
made and obferved (de touteancienne te) between 
the two nations; and in coniideration of the 
great and mighty fervices done by the Scots 
to the kings and kingdom of France, efpecidly 
during the reign of Charles the feventh, when 
many princes of Scotland came over to France, 
and helped to expel the Englifli> who were 
then ma&e]>of the xoiO& part of it. For which 
fignal {>iece of £3rvice^ and the undaunted cou- 
rage ej^eiTed by the Soots on all occafions, 
that monarch, Charles the feventh^ had ap* • 
pointed two hundred q£ them to guard his 
perfon^ of whom an hundred were men of 
arms, and are now, adds the record, the hun- * . 
dred lances of our ancient ordinance, and an 
hidftdned archers, twenty-four of whom are 
caUed archers of the body. Secondly, Becaufe 
of the unlhaken. fidelity which, without any 
Variation or interruption, has at aU times b^ea 

con- 



tions with 
Eogtand. 
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A*i>-i5<3* confpictious in thofe of that nation, and of 
the extraordinary good offices done by the 
prefcnt king of Scotland, who has declared 
himfelf a fall friend of the French monarchy, 
in oppofition even to his own brother-in-law 
the king of England, and has fent both a con- 
fiderable land army, and a fleet confiding of 
many good fliips, to France : upon which ac- 
count his fubjefts ought to be for ever^ encou- 
raged and favoured above all others.'' 

Negocta- ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Arran, having landed his troops, 

and difcharged his commiffion, fet fail from 
France; but was obliged to put in at Garrick- 
fergus for provifions, for which he offered 
ready money. Th'e inhabitants treated him 
only with infults and brutality; fo that he 
was under a kind of' neceffity to land fome of 
his failors, who plundered the town, which 
might give rife to Buchanan's tniftake, when 
he fays that he did it on his voyage to France. 
After all, the earl mufl: have made a very fliort 
ftay in France, if he did not fail till the twenty- 
fixth of July this year; fo that L am inclined 
to think that he did no more than land part 
of his men, and return to Scotland. This is 
the more probable, as James appears, by this 
time, to have been determined upon an ofFen- 
five war with 'England. He .had, in the begin- 
ning of this year, fent the lord Drummond, 
Sir Robert Lawder of the Bafs, and fome'other 
gentlemen, to treat with the lord Conyers and 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Drury on the part of Henry ; but, ^* ^* '5« $• 
as we have already feen, both that negociation, 
and that with the lordDacres and Dr. Weft, 
were defeated by French influence. The tur- 
bulent pope Julius the fecond was now dead, 
but had left James under a fentence of excom- 
munication ; and Henry .was now involved in 
a hot war, both by fea and land, with France, 
being engaged in pcrfon along with the em- 
peror Maximilian, who ferved under his ban- 
ners in befieging T|roucnhe. Before Henry's 
departure for the continent, James, to colour 
his condud with fomefliew of juftice, had again 
demanded that the flayers (as they are called) 
of Barton and his men flipuld be puniflied; 
but all he could obtain from Henry was, that 
they fliould appear in his courts by their attor- 
neys, though no penalty iiras to follow if they 
did not appear. James complained of this, we 
think with great reafon;, and underftanding^ 
that Henry had left England, he drew up a 
letter by way of manifefto, containing all the 

. caufes of his complaints. He reproached Henry n^y^fl,^ 
for denying a fafe-conduft to an efnbaflador 
whom le intended to fend to England; for 
his trifling in the affair of Barton ; and for his 
having proteded one Heron and his accom- 

. plices, who had killed a Scotch warden, be- 
fides carrying away a number of his fubjefts 
in chains to England. He complained that 

part 
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»5«3- part of his wife's fortune, remained ftill un- 
paid, and of Henry having made war againft 
the duke of Gueldres, as well as the moft 
ChrifHan king ; befides feveral other provoca- 
tions. In the clofe of this letter, he plainly 
requires Henry to withdraw his troops out of 
France, declaring, that if he did not, he would 
take part with Lewis. This letter was wrote 
the twenty-fixth of July, the very day that the 
Scotch fleet failed, 
jamet James had^ by this time, received fupplies of 

SITw?. flupptng, arms, ammunition, and provifiotis 
of every kind, from France and Denmark. 
He had a noble train of ordnance, fabricated 
by one Borthwic, an excellent workman ^; 
and he had received fourteen thoufand crowns 
in a prefent from Lewis. His conduift is faid 
to have been not a litde influenced by a letter 
and a )ewel he received from the queen of 
France, whofe champion^ according to the ro* 
mantic ntotions of thoilib days, he pro&fied him-^ 
felf to be. He had given the lord Hume orders 
to make reprifals i^pon the borders; and he 
had renewed his agreement with the Irifli chief • 
tain, O'Donnel, who had come to £<finburgli 
for that purpofe, and who promi&d to make 
war upon the Englifh in Ireland, a^ foon as be 
ihould hear that hoflilities were begun by Jamea« 

• An his cannons had the following in/cription : 
^ Madima ibm Scoto, Borthwic fat^icata Rotbeito.* 

Though 
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Thbugli Jatt^s had) for fomc time, beeii a,d.i5ij. 
ftiUy refoived on a rupture with England^ yet tuationi 
he thought it highly necefery that it Ihould 
have the fandion of his pariisiment, which h^ ' 
affemMed for that pui^^ofe. The young nobi- 
lity, befides their knowifig the fentimcnts of * 
James,^ ha4 betsn won over by the French ; and 
the majority of them^ as well as of the clergy 
(which was pretty extraordinary, as James 
was, in effefti to ftght againft the pope and 
his allies) were ke^n for a war with England. 
The old counsellors, on the other hand, who 
few the flourifliing ft ate of Scotland, arifing 
from a long peace, and their commerce, which 
was proteded by a fleet, dreaded the ruinous 
confequences of a war. The queen naturally 
headed this party ; and flie was joined by the 
carl of 'Angus; ^nd- the wifeft part of the no-* 
bility. Thty remonftrated (which appears to b^ 
true from the hiftories of the times) that Lewis 
Was In no danger; that the ftate of affairs on 
the continent could not warrant Jameses iti* 
Vaiion of England ; and that, iti realigy, neither 
Henry nor his fubjefts had done any thing td 
provoke him to come to extremities, having 
offered him rejfonable fatisfadion for all his 
jttft complaints J and that the differences ftill 
titiadjufted between: them were too inconfider«- 
• able to occajfion even a coldnefs between the 
two courts. They added, that as the prince 
of Scotland was yet in his cradle, the king- 
' Vol, IV. Y y dom 
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A.Q,i5i3« dom muft be reduced to a moft deplorable 
condition in cafe of a minority. All thofe 
arguments made no impreifion upon James. 
He had received a frefli prefent from Lewis 
of four ihips laden with wine and flour, and 
two fliips of war completely equipped, one 
of them carrying thirty-four pieces of brafs 
ordnance. He had promifed to the French 
queen, upon his honour, that he would take 
the field againil the Englifli ; and flie had fent 
him a frefli letterf gently reproaching him for 
want of gallantry, and for not being fo good 
as his word. In fliort, the reafonings of the 
wifeft and befl: part of the nobility were over- 
ruled, and the expedition againft England was 
refolved on. 

By this time, the Scotch herald, Lyon, had 
delivered the letter from James into Henry's 
hand. That prince was fl:ill befieging Te- 
roucnne ; and had no fooner read the letter, 
than he declared in a paflion to the herald, 
that he would return at his own pleafure, and 
not at hia matter's fummons. The herald re-^ 
fufed to carry fuch a verbal anfwer, and re- 
quired one in writing. Henry, upon this, at 
fembled his council, to deliberate on the anfwer 
he fliould return. After fome debate, the he- 
raid was again called in ; arid Henry told him, 
with great heat, that his mafl:er, the king of 
Scotland, had bafely broken his faith and ho- 
nour J and that had he (Henry) been at home, 

he 
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hedurft not have afted as he did. He then a, 0.1513, 
renounced all friendfhip and alliance with 
James ; and concluded by faying, that hfe had 
left behind him a nobleman who yrould not 
fuflFer his fubjoSts to lie infulted. The herald 
again refufed to repeat fuch a mel&ge to his 
mafter, and infifted Upon a letter. One was utter of 
accordingly drawn up in very fevere terms, f^^^^ 
accufing James of a breach of faith, and of 
never having declared that he would invade 
his dominions in favour of the French king, 
till Henry had left England. He put him in 
mind, that his partiality for Lewis had drawn 
down upon him the fevereft cenfures of the 
church. He fet before his eyes the example 
of the king of Navarre, who, for the fame 
reafon, was then a king without dominions; 
and intimated that the French king did no- 
thing to relieve him in his diftrefs, thereby 
tnfinuating, that James might very foon be in 
the fame condition. He pofitively denied that 
he had ever refufed a fafe-condud to a Scotch 
embaflador, andfaid, that the herald who told 
him fo had made a fiiiifter report contrary to 
truth. He concluded with an abfolute refufat 
of defining from his expedition at the requi- 
fition ^of James; and threatening him with 
repiifals if he jQmDld prefume to invade his 
dominions. This letter was dated the twelfth 
of Auguft ; but the herald on his return, hav- 
ing miffed of his pafla^e from Flanders to Scot- 

Yyz land, 
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A. 0.1513.^^^^5 never had an opportunity of delivering 
it into his mafter^s hands; tho? it has been pub«» 
lilhed from the Englife records by Hollinftied 
;ind Rymer. 
invafion of ^hc earl of Hunje, who wis chamberlain 
Eni;iafttf. ^f Scotljind, was, at this junfture, at the head 
of feven or eight thouiand men, with whom . 
he committed prodigious devaluations on the 
Englifli borders. Henry's queen, Catharine of 
Spain, whom he had kft regent of his domi- ^ 
nions, ifliied a commiflion of array, diredeid 
to Sir Thomas Lovel, knight of the garter, for 
jrflembling the militia of the counties of Not-' 
tingham, Derby, Warwic, Leicefter, StaflFord, 
Rutland, Northampton, and Lincoln. The 
management of the war, however, was chiefly 
committed to the earl of Surry, who affenibled 
the militia of Chefter, Lancafter, Northumber- 
land, Weftmoreland, Cumberland, and the hu 
ihopric of Durham, The earl of Hume had, 
by this time, laid great part of Northumber- 
land wafte ; and his men were returning home 
laden with booty. The earl of Surry, refolv-^ 
ing to intercept them, ordered Sir William 
Bulmer to form an ambufli, with a thoufand 
archers, at a place calkd Broomhoufe, extreme- 
ly convenient for that purpofe, by which thci 
Scots muft pafs. As the- laittfer expefted no- 
thing of that kind, Bulmer executed his orders 
with great fucceft. The archers aflittlted the 
Scots all ^t once, and made fo good ufc of their 

% aiTpW5, 
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trroM^ that their main body was pulf to flighty A.D.i5i|, 
five huadred were killed^^ and four hundred 
taken^ with the lord Hume^s ftandard> whicl^ 
he left on the field of battle ; the grcateft part 
of the plunder being recovered at the fame 
time. The commonalty of Scotland termed 
this expedition of the lord Hume's the IlUroad. 

James was more exafperated than ever by pjj^^^ 
this defeat, and continued his preparations for 
invading England with additional vigour* 
His queen did all that became a wife and prur 
dent wife to divert him from his fatal purpofcJ 
She endeavoured to work upon his fuperfti- 
tion, by recounting to him her ominous dreams^ 
and her boding apprehenfions. James.treating 
thefe as mere illufions and fictions of the brain, 
" Sir (faid fhe) it is no fidion that you are 
entering upon a dangerous, and I am afraid an 
unjuft, war ; that your fon is an infant, and 
myfelf a ftranger, among a people who hate 
my nation, and will defpife my authority, 
fliould you be unfuccefsful/' Finding all her 
remonftrances of that kind vain, fhe had re- 
courfe to other arts. While James was waiting 
at Linlithgow for the arrival of his arnpiy from 
the North and the Highlands, he aflifted one 
afternoon at the vefpers in the church of St 
Michael. Being placed in one of the canons 
feats, a venerable, comely, man, of about fifty- 
two years of age, dreffed in a long garment 
pf 'an a2VLire colour, and girded round with a 

towel 
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A. D. 1513. towel or roll of linnen, his forehead bald, and 

his yellow locks hanging down his ihonlders ; 

in fhort, he was dreffed and formed to appear 

like St Andrew, the apoftle of Scotland, as 
Hwrthorn. he is rcprcfented in painting and fculptnre. 

The church being crowded, this perfonage. 



Sen* 



tZJj. with fome diffici^lty, made his way to the king's 
feat, and leaning over it, he fpoke to the fol- 
lowing purpofc : " Sir (faid he), I am fcnt hither 
to intrcat you for this tithe to delay your ex- 
pedition, and to proceed no farther in your 
intended journey : for if you do, ye fhall not 
profpcr in your entcrprize, nor any of your 
followers. I am farther charged to warn you, 
if ye be fo refraftory as to go forward, not to 
ufe the acquaintance, company, or counfel of 
women, as ye tender your honour, life, and. 
cftate.'^ After delivering thdfe words, he re- 
tired through the crowd, and was no more 
feen, though, when the fervice was ended, 
James earneftly enquit^ed after Him. 
jamei That this fcene. was aded feems to be paft 

l^'; ^''«- difpute; for Sir David Lindfay, who was then 
a young man, arid prefent in the church, re- 
ported it both to Buchanan and Lindfay the 
hifiorian. It is, however, equally certain, that 
the whole was a contrivance of the queen, to 
whofe other afHidions the flings of jealoufy 
were now added. In one of the Scotch in- 
roads into England, one Heron, the proprietor 
of the cafUe of Ford, had been taken prifonerji 

and 
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and ifept to Scotland, where he was detained a. d. isij. 
on a charge of murder, pf which he feems 
to have been innocent. The Englifh hifto- 
rians mention this as having pafled after James 
entered England ; but, from the latter part of 
tjbe fuppofed phantom's fpeech, I am inclined 
to believe that it happened before; and that 
Heron's wife and beautiful daughter had been, 
for fome time, folliciting James for his deli- 
verance. Be that as it may, it is foo probable 
that James was finitten with the charms of the 
datighter, and that her mother, who was a 
moft artfur woman, knew how to avail herfelf « 
of the conqueft. Pretending that flie had in- 
tercft enough to procure the releafe of the lord 
Johnfton and Alexander Hume, who were 
prifoners in England, ihe was permitted by 
James to keep a conftant correfpondencc with 
the earl of Surry, to whom fhe is faid to have 
betrayed all James's fecrets and meafures. The 
rendezvous of James's army was at the Bur- 
row-moor, to which James repaired; and hav- 
ing given orders for the march of his artillery, 
he lodged at the abbey of Holyrood-houfe. 
While he was there, another attempt was made 
to divert him from his purpofe of invading 
England ; but though it is very gravely related 
by the Scotch writers, it is of too ludicrous a 
icaft to be admitted into the body of hiftory ; x 

and the reader will find it in the notes, as re- 

counted 
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i.D. 1513. counted by Lindfay *, who fays he had it from' 
a perfon who was prcfent, and heard the fn- 
pematural fiimmons pronounced. The queen, 
in hopes ^that this fecond alarm would make 
an impreffion upon her hufband, renewed (but 
^1 in vain) her reafoning to difTuade him from 
the expedition ; adding, what was but too true, 
that if he entered England with his army, he 
would find her countrymen well prepared to 
receive him. 

* ** In this mean time, when they were taking forth their 
artillery, and the king being in the abbey for the time, there 
was a try heatd at the inarket-cro<« of Edinburgh, ai tlie hoar 
of midi^ght, proclaiming as it had .been a fummons, whidi was 
named and called by the proclaimer thereof. The Summons of 
"SlatcQck i Vhich defired all men ^\ to compear, both earl aiid 
lord, andbai'on and gentleman, and all bonelt gentlemen. with- 
in the town (every man fpecified by his own name) within 
tbc fpaoc of forty days, before his^maftcr, ifHjere it (hoiM hap- 
pen him to appoifit^ and be for t\ke time, \mdeir the paia of 
aifobedience." Buf whether this fummons Was proclaimed by 
"?^in perfons, ntght-walkers) dr drunk men, for their paftime, 
Qrif it was buta fpirilt, I cannot lieU truly : but it was &ewi| 
to me, that an inn-dweller of the. town, Mr. Richard Lawfon, 
being evil difpofed, ganging in hfs gAlltryftair ft5rfe»ettt*^e 
crofs, hearing, this v^ice proclaiftiing tbU (timmons, -thought 
marvel what it ihould be, cried on his fervant to bring him his 
purTe ; and when he had brought him it, he took out a crown; 
and call over the ftair, %ing, " 1 appeal from that fumtnonss 
judgment and fentence thereof, and takes me all whole in the 
mercy of God, and Chrift Jefus his fon," Verily the authtjrxtf 
this, that cauled me write the nlanner of the fummons, was a 
landed gentleman, who was, at that time, twenty years of age, 
and was in the town tte time of the fatd fummons s and there- 
after, when the field w9b ftricken, he fwore to me, there ii^ns no 
man that efcaped that was called in this fummons, but that one 
man alone, which made his proteftation, and appealed from tim 
faid fummons \ but all the lavt were ^erifiied in the £eid witii 
the king,'' Lindfay, 

James, 
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James, deaf to all her foUicitations, muftered ^{^^'^J^^* 
his alrmy j and on the twenty-fecond bf Auguft «»ott« ;f ^ 
he paffed the Tweed, encamping that nigJit Suny. 
near the banks of the Twiffel. On his arrival 
at Twiffelhaugh on the fourteenth, he called 
an aflemUy of his lords together (for it could 
be no parliament) and made a declaration, that 
the heirs of all fuch as fhould die in the army, 
or be killed by the enemy during his flay in 
England, Ihould have their wards, relief, and 
marriages of the king) who, upon that account^ 
difpenfed with their age. This is faid to have 
been the crifis of that ^prince's fate. Aban- 
doned to his pailion for his Englifh miftrefs, Ihe 
prevailed with him, at her mother's iniliga- 
tion, to trifle away his time for fome days^ • 
during which interval, the junAion of the Eng- 
lifh army was formed. The earl of Surry, the 
Englifh general, was then at Pomfret^ but 
ordered the landholders of the neighbouring 
counties to certify to him, in writing, what 
number of men each could furnifh, charging 
them to be ready, at an hour's warning, to 
take the field. This proved to be a wife pre* 
caution on the part of the Englifh. That na- 
tion was, in genei-al, highly exafperated at 
the condud of James during the abfence of 
their king; and the carl of Surry laid his plan 
fo as not to bring his army into the field till. 
James had advanced fo far inta England, as to 
render it very difficult for Jiim to retire without 
\ Vol; IV. Zz age- 
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A.ai5i3. a general battle. This precaution afSfled the 
lady Ford (as £he is called) in perfuading James 
that there was no danger in the delay, becaufe 
the Englifh had not the face of an anny in 
the field. 
TbcScotf In the mean time, the carl of Smry or- 
tja« Nor- jjered ^he governors of Berwic and Norhaih, 
the two ftrongeft places on the frontiers of 
England, to prepare for a vigorous refiftance, 
in cafe they were attacked ; and direded them 
to certify how long they could hold out, in 
hopes that if they made a refolute defence^ 
James would march on, and leave them in his 
rear. The governor of Norham's anfwer was, 
that his caftle was fo well provided, as to leave 
him no doubt, in cafe of a fiege, to be able to 
defend it till king Henry ihould return from' 
abroad, and relieve it in perfon. James, how- 
ever, befieged it on the twenty-fif di of Augufl, 
and battered it fo furioully, that he took it by 
capitulation the lixth day after. James then 
proceeded to the caftle of Etal, belonging to 
the family of Manners (now dukes of Rutland) 
which he took and demoliflied likewifc^ as he 
did Wark, and arrived before the caftle of 
Ford. Here the Scotch hiftorians bring him 
firft acquainted (though I am inclined to be of 
a , different opinion) with that lady and her 
daughter ; but all hiftories agree, that his con- 
nections with them were fatal to his crown and 
perfon, by difarming him of that vigour and 

adUvity 
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aSivity which was fo neceffary for the fuccef^ A.d«isi3» 
of his expedition. 

The Scotch army is generally allowed to Meflagcof 
have confifted of at leaft fifty thoufand men sarry"to 
whc^ it paffed the Tweed. At the time I treat ^*"*** 
of, it was encamped on the heights of Cheviot^ 
ifl the heart of a country naturally barren, and 
now defolate through the precautions taken 
by the Englifh general. Being obliged to ex- 
tend their quarters for the benefit of fubfifteijtce, 
the mercenary patt of them had acquired a 
confiderable plunder, with which, as ufual, they 
retired to their own country, as many more 
did for want of fubfiftence. The earl of Surry 
knew their fituation, and ordered the rendez- 
vous^ of his army firft at Newcaftle, and then 
near Norham ; having certain intelligence of the 
vaft defertions daily happening in the Scotch 
army, which had reduced it greatly. The 
wetnefs of the feafon rendered his march, 'ef* 
pecially that of the artillery, extremely diffi- 
wlt ; but being joined by the lord Dacres, Sir 
William Bulmer, Sir Marmaduke Conftable, 
and other perfons of great diftincUon, he 
marched, on the third of September, to Aln- 
wic, where he was reinforced by five thoufand 
hardy veteran troops,- fent from the Englilh 
army on the continent, under the commancjL 
of his fon, the lord-admiral of England; fp 
chat the Englifh authors admit his army to 

Zz 2 have 
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have confifted of twenty-fix thoufand men, 
all completely armed and provided for the field. 
James having, in themanifefto which he difperfed 
oit his entering England, given the death of 
Barton as oiic of the caufes of his invafion, the 
lord -admiral had prevailed with Henry to Tend 
him upon this fervice ; and he informed James 
by a letter, that he intended to jtiftify the death 
of that pirate in the front of the Englifh army. 
By this time, the army of James was, by 
defertion and other caufes, reduced to k& 
than half its numbers 5 but the chief tntsfor-r 
tune attending it was his own condu<5L His 
"indolence and inaftivity, joined to the fcanda- 
lous example of his amours, at fuch a feaf&n, 
had difgufted fome of his gre'ateft rrien and beft 
friends ; and fome of them more than fufpe^led 
a correfpondence between tlie Englifh lady and 
the earl of Surry. James was deaf to all their 
remonftrances ; and the earl of Angus (the 
fame who had obtained the name of Bell th<5 
Cat) declared that he was refolved to return 
home, as he forefaw that the ruin of the army 
was inevitable through the obfliinacy of James. 
He accordingly withdrew to Scotland, but left 
behind him his two fons. The lord Hume 
and the earl of Huntley were likewife difcon- 
tented. The former had brought his men into 
the field, but, according to fome Scotch hif- 
torians, with a defign rather to ^etray thaii tO' 

ferv^ 
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ferve James ; but Hundey, though he difliked A.D.i^ty 
his mafter's conduft, remained &:mly attached 
to his perfon. , 

' The defeftion or backwardnefs of thofc great BatUe of 
men feemed to make no imprcifion upon James, ^dd,^* 
He knew that he was beloved by the bulk of 
l^is army ; that his nobility in general were paf- 
fionately fond of glory, and devoted to hisier- 
vice ; and he madly refolved to rilk every thing, 
that he might oblige the court of France. He 
had chofen a ilrong camp in the neighbour- 
hood of Ford, on the fide of a mountain called 
Floddon-hill ; and he was feparated from the ~ ~ 
EnglKh army by the river Till. This advan- 
tageous fituation put the earl of Surry under 
great difficulties; for it rendered the Scotch 
army inacceffible, as it was fortified by artil- 
lery, and was now well fupplied with provi- 
^ons by the change of its fituation* The earl 
drew up a manifefto, with which he charged 
Roug^ Croix, hera^ld, who was attended by a 
trumpet. It contained fome, propofals for an 
exchange of prifoners, which feems to have 
been calculated to give the lady Ford the more 
credit with James ; but concluded with re- 
proaches for his perfidious invafion of England, 
and a defiance for James to fight him in a gene- 
ral battle. The herald was farther charged 
with a verbal commiffion to acquaint James, 
that the earl of Surry had ifiued orders, that 

no 
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A.T>. 151 J. no quarter fhould be given to any of the Scotch 
anny but the king himfelf. 

A council of war was called on this occafion^ 
iii which the earl of Huntley and others made 
ftrong remonftrances againft a general engage- 
ment. They ftiewed how fatal it muft be to 
Scotland, fcould it prove unfuccefsful ; that 
the king had fufficiently proved his friendfbip 
for France, by the powerful diverfion he had 
given to the Englifli army ; that th< earl of 
Siiny would find it impoffible to fubfiii his 
droops in a body for want of provifions ; and 
that the wifeft courfe James could follow was 
tb return home, where, if he was purfued by 
the enemy, he could fight to great advantage. 
The earl of Huntley, however, added, that 
his opinion fhould be determined by that of 
the king and council ; and that he was equally 
ready to fiiare in his majefty's danger as his 
glory. 

Huntley and the other noblemen were op- 
pofed by the French embaflador, who rcpre* 
fented a retreat as difgraceful to the nobility 
iDf Scotland,, and the arms of James ; and ufed 
many romantic arguments of the fame kind^ 
itvhich but too well fuited with the king's 
difpoikion. According to Drummond, the 
council were of opinion, that the king Ihould 
immediatdy befiege Berwic ; but I cannot fee 
the propriety of that meafure^ as matters were 

then 
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I 

then fituated. The majority of ^them ?vtrc a.d. 151^. 
certainly of opinion, th^t it was bedeath the • 
dignity of James to fight the earl of Surry 
at that nobleman's requiiition ; and that James 
could lofe no honour by returning home. Pa« 
tri? lord Lindfay of Byres, whom I have men* 
tioned on a former occafion, and who was 
prefident (or, as the Scots term it, chancellor) 
of the council, expreffed himfelf fo ftrongly 
on that head, that James in a pailion is faid 
by the hiftorian Lindfay to have fworn, that 
if ever he lived to return to Scotland, he would 
hang that nobleman at his own gate : an im« 
potent menace, and unworthy of James, but 
defcriptive^ perhaps, of the fituation of his 
mind at this junAure. He ordered Rouge 
Croix to be called in, and, after treating him 
with great politenefs, he fent a meffage to the 
carl of Surry by one of his own heralds, (May) 
importing, that he would give the Englifbt 
battle on the Friday following ; and that had 
he received fuch a meffage from the earl even 
in his own caftle of Edinburgh, he would 
have left that, and all other bufinefs, to have 
fought him. With this meffage, a fmall mani- 
fefto, in vindication of James's conduft, which 
may be found in the notes, was fent by the 
fame herald ^. 

• « Where it Is alledged, that we ai;e come into England 
againft our bond and promife, thereto we anfwer, That our 
brother was bound as far to us, as we were to him j and when we 
iivare laft beforq his embalTadors in prcfence of our council, ^ 

vrc 
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A. D, 151 J. The earl of Surry, who was then fo irifintt 
that he was carried about in a fedan or chariot, 
had forefeen, like an experienced general, that 
James would return aii anfwer by one of his 
own heralds ; but, unwilling that he Ihould 
obtain any knowledge of the fituation of the 
Engliih camp, he ordered proper perfons to 
receive him at two miles difiance, where foon 
^fter he himfelif attended in perfon. Iflay exe- 
cuted his comrtiiffion without paying much 
refped to the perfon of the Engliih general, 
who difin;ffed him,' after beftdwing great com- 
pliments upon the honour and courage of James. 
The earl then ordered his army to march in 
the line of battle towards Woollerha;ugh. Thcr^ 
he was jpined by Rouge Croix, - herald,. M^ho 
gave him an account of the ftrong fituation 
V of the Scotch camp ; but the adyanped ppfls of 

the Eiiglifli army were then within three miles 
of their ^nauies, ' and the earl.jof Surry ^found 
his difficulties daily encreafing. - The ^ roads 
were broken up, the fwelling of the rivers cut 
him oflf from the neceffary communications for 
fupplying his arniy, aiid nothing but a battle 

v/e exprelTed Cip^d»i\y in our oath, that we woidd keep to dlir 
brother, if our brother kept to. us, and not el(e $ we fware that 
pur bh>ther broke firft to us, and of Hs breach 'we have rep 
quired him divers times of amepds, and lately we warned himn 
as hetlidnot nt, ere we broke; and this we take fo^ our quar- 
rel, andby Qod> grace ihall defend the fame at yiHur. ^ffixefi time» 
which with Qpd*8 help wo ihall abide.'* 

tould 
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could fave him either from being difbanded or a. a is^z* 
deftroyed. 

James feems to have fo far regarded the ad** 
vice of his wifeft counfellors, as not to aban- 
don his firong fituation. They endeavoured 
to perfuade him, that it was a fufBcient guard 
to his honour, if he did not decline the battle 
on the day appointed ; and that his engagement 
did hot bind him to fight upon difad vantageous 
ground. The Scots, at the fame time, knew 
of their enemy's diftrefTes ; and, as Drummond 
elegantly exprefies it, they renaonftrated to 
their king, that he lacked nothing but patience 
to be vidorious.\ The Scots thus lying on the. 
dfsfenfiye, the earl of Surry again fent Rouge 
Croix to inform, James that he was ready to; 
give him : battle; James was. fenfibly nettled, 
at this tacit iq[]^pu^ation upon his honour, an(l 
jKtrhaps wa3 Jnvirardly veii:ed for having fol-: 
lowed the wife advice of. his nablemcQ, It As- 
certain, frbn^^e beil authorities, th^t he neg- 
Icded the ne^eflary precautions for: guarding 
the p^flajes of the Till, >yhich the Eoglifli 
crofied, partly at a place where it was ford^ble, 
9nd partly at a bf jLdge. We are^ to^d, not with- 
out Zr grQ^% appiearance of ;pfpbability, that 
wliiie the lEnglifh were pailing the, bridge, 
Borthwic, mailer of the Scotch artillery, fell 
upon his knees, and begged permifliqn fiom 
James to point his cannon againft the bridge ^ 

Voj.. IV, A a a but 
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4.D.1S13. t)ut that James anfwered him iri a paffiott, that 
it muft be at the peril of his (Borthwic^s) head^^ 
and that he was refolved to fee all his eficiftles 
that day on the plain before him in a body/ 
The earl of Surxy, after pafSng.the Till, took 
pofleiEon of Braiton, which ky to the right 
of the Scotch camp ; and by that fituatioft he 
cut bS the communication of his enemies with' 
the Tweed, and he cbmrnatided the Till belcyw^^ 
Etori-caftle. The Scotch generals faw therHr; 
felves now in danger of being reduced to th^' 
feme ftraits in which their Enemies had bfeen^' 
involved two days before, and their country- 
open to an ihvafibn' of the Englifliarmy, Jam^S 
had fecret intelligencef that ' this was far from 
being the iirtefation of the Englifli general;- 
afrni idiaginihg thai the latter''^ itit^nti6A wa$ 
tb take poffeffioii of a ilrong c-ainp upoii a hilt 
between him and ^he Tweedy whkh would 
give the EngUfli a farther cOuMldnd of the 
country, he reiblved to be bel^r^-hand with 
the^^^ri, and ^ve^ord6rs f6r ^irtSkihg large* 
fires of green wood,.- that the^-'ihibke might 
cover his march along the hei^V to .take ad-^ 
v&ntage of that- eminence. .But while -this ilrd*' 
tagem concealed' ^his march ftbtix ihe EnglHh,' 
their movements were conceited from hitt; 
ifor when he tftme to die brow (of the height 
^ver whicli he had marched^ h^ found the 
eftemy drawh up in order (^ battle on thi 

• '• - plaiuj 
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j)lain, but fo clofe to the height where he was, a. d. 1513. 
^at his artillery, on which his great dependence 
was, muft overflioot them; 

A battle was now not only unavoidable, but 
tbe only means of faving the Scotch armyt 
which, I am inclined to thinjk, was far from 
Ixeing a difagreeable circumilance to James. 
Hi^ perfon was fo dear to his troops, that many 
of them drefled= themfdlves as nearly as they 
could in the fame coats of armour, and with 
thf fame diftinftions that James wore that day. 
JJis generals had earneftly defired him to retire 
to ^ place of fafety, where his perfon would 
be fecure in all events; but he obftinately re- 
futed to follow their advice, and on the ninth 
off September, early in the morning, difpofi^ 
tions were ordered for the line of battle. The 
(x>mmand of the van was allotted to the earl 
of Huntley ; the earls of. Lenox and Argyle 
commanded the Highlanders under James, 
who, fome f^y, ferved only as a volunteer 5 and 
the earls of Crawford and Montrofe led the 
body of referve. The earl of Surry gave the 
command of his van to his fon, the lord-admi- 
ral; his right wing was commanded by his 
other fon. Sir Edward Howard ; and his left 
lyf ^Sir Marmaduke Conftablc. The rear was 
commanded by the earl himfelf, lord Da- 
cres, and Sir Edward Stanley. Under thofe 
leaders ferved the flower of all the nobility 
^fxd gentry then in England. Other writers 

Aaa2 give 
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A.D. 1513 give different accounts of the difpofition of the 
Englifli army, but they may be reconciled by 
the different forms into which the battle was 
thrown before it was decided. The lord Hume 
is mentioned as ferving under the earls of 
Crawford and Montrofe, and Hepburn earl of 
Bothwel in the rear. 

fatal to the The firft motion of the Eqglifli army was 
by the lord-admiral, who fuddenly wheeled to 
the right, and feized a pafs at Milford, where 
he planted his artillery fo as to command the 
TOoft floping pirt of the afcent where the Scots 
were drawn up; and it did great execution. 
The Scots had not forefeen this manoeuvre j 
and it put them into fuch diforder, that the 
earl of Huntley found it neceffary to attack 
the lord-admiral, which he did with fo much 
fury, that he was driven froni his poft; and 
the confequence muft have been fatal to the 
Englifli, had not his precipitate retreat been 
covered by fome fquadrons of horfe under the - 
Inrd Dacres, which gave the lord-admiral an 
Opportunity of rallying and new forming his 
men. The earl of Surry now found it necef- 
fary to advante to the front, fo that the Englifli 
army formed one continued line, . which con- 
tinued to gaul the Scots with perpetual dif- 
charges of their artillery and bows. The High- 
landers, as ufual, impatient to come to a clofe 
fight, and to fliare in the honour of the day, 
which they now thought their own, ruflied 
- . down 
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^own the declivity with their broad-fwords, a.d.i$ii. 
but without order or difcipline, and before the 
reft of the army, particularly the divifion un- 
der lord Hume, advanced to fupport them. 
Their impetuofity, however j made a confider- 
able impreflion upon the main^ battle of the 
Englilh, and the king bringing up the earl of 
Bothwel's referve, the battle became general 
and doubtful ; but, by this time, the lord-ad* 
miral, having again formed his men, came to 
the affiftance of his father, and charged the di- 
vifion under the earls of Crawford and Mon- 
trofe, who were marching up to fupport the 
Highlanders, among whom the king and his 
attendants were now fighting on foot, while 
Stanley, making a circuit round the hill, at- 
tacked the Highlanders in the rear. Crawford 
atid Mohtrofe, not being feconded, according 
to the Scotch hiftorians, by the Humes, were 
xthited ; and thus all that part of the Scotch 
army which was engaged under their king 
»were completely furrounded by the divifion of 
the Englifh under Surry, Stanley, and the lord- 
admiral. In this terrible fituation, James afted 
with a coolnefs not common to his temper. He 
drew up his men in a circular form, and their 
valour more than once opened the ranks of 
the Englifl^, Or obliged them to ftand aloof, 
and again have recourfe to their bows and ar- 
tillery. The chief of the Scotch nobility made 
frcih gtttempts to prevail with James to make 

his 
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A, IX 1513. his efcapc while it was pradi$§ble ; : jb^t hf 
obftinately continued thg fight, ^nd thereby be^ 
came acceffary to his own ruip, and thait of hi|i 
troops, whom the Engliih would gladly have 
fuffered to retreat. He faw the earls o£ Mon- 
fe^'* trofe, Crawford, Argyle, and Lcpo3f,,fall by 
S^ his fide, with the braveft of his men lying 
dead on the fpot ; and darknefs i>ow coming 
£>n, he himfelf was killed by an unknown' hand. 
The Engliih were ignorant of the victory they 
bad gained, and had adually retreated from 
the field of battle, in hopes of renewing it next 
morning. 

The relation I have given of this fatal battle 
is drawn from the moft probable accounts I meet 
with in the beft authors, every one of whom 
differ among themfelves. It is plain that the 
fatal defeat of the Scots was owing to the 
king's romantic difpofition, which he had al- 
ways too much indulged, and to the want of 
difcipline among his Highlanders, who were 
the flower of his army. Scotch writers have, 
indeed, attributed the defeat of their country- 
pen to the treachery of lord Hume, What 
they call treachery, was ppffibly no more than 
a cautious conduci:, which was incompatibly 
with the fury and madnefs of his countrymen ; 
nor can I . fee, if he was a traitor, why he did 
not retire . when the earl of . Angtife left the 
army* or openly declare for the Englifli. That 
noblciidan was unquefiionably unpopular ; and 

the 
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the hfa^ce of his comrtry men went fo far, that ^ d. 
it was ^pdnly reported the king fled from the 
batde'^o the; cattle. of' Hume, whcfc he was 
mtird^ed^ though nothing can be more cer* 
taiflt'^htn that his body was found on the field 
of bitde. It appeared that he had been fiiot 
thro^gfar'tbe body .within arrow, aiid that he 
had reteiTed a mortal wound in the head with 
ac hifi.'? Maiiy of Jatnes's. domeftics who fur- 
vivettrlum^ knew and itioUrned over his corpfe ; 
nor^could the carl • of; Surry, wl^o ; had often 
feen him, be miftakca a$ to the identity of his 
pedbn. * His coat armour was prefeii.tc4 to the 
queen>-regent^ Catharine of England} and ihe 
Ax^rotethe following: ktter to Henry,,, .who was 
ttill on4Ji^ contiheat,.:on the occafioa^^ 

" MBy lord HoWard Tent me a letter txp^n to Letta 
yofur ghtce ^vithin htse of 'mine, by litye which Jha^LJ 
yottiMl feet at length' the great viftory.that *^ 
eur Lofd ha4h feft t- y i#uf- fub|edls .in . ;your ^b* ^ , 
fence; and for thi«r <%afe, it is no need herein 
to treUble yotii^ gracei '%(?itb long writing ; but, 
toAry-tkiflking, this battle hath been to your 
grace,.. and all the i^alme^ the gre^tett honour 
i;hat ccrdld be, and more than you fliall wyu 
atf^Cke' trown of Eiance; thanked- be God 
idf it. i.And I am. fnre your grace forgetteth 
not to do this, which :&all be caufe to fend 
yon many more fuch viclories, as I truft ye 
ihall do.: My huibandg for haftenefs of Rouge 

Crofs, 
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A»ai5i3. Crofe, I could not fend, your grace th^s piece 
of king of Scots coat; I thought to feni him- 
fclf to you, but our Engliihmen would not 
fuflfen It ihould have been better for him ta 
have been- in peace, than to have this regard. 
All that God fendeth is for. the heft. Mydord. 
of Surry, my Henry, would fain know four 
pleafure in burying of king of Scots btfdy: 
for he hath written to me fo. *With your Jicxt : 
meffenger your grace's pleafure may bel£nSi)wn 
herein ; and with this I make an end j. pra^ng : 
God to fend you home ihortly; for, without 
this, no joy here can be accomplifhdd. .And 
for the long I pray, and now go to our lady at 
Walfynghame, that I promifed fq long tto fee. 
At Woborne, the fixteenth of September . , 

<< I fend your grace herein a bill, .found in 

a Scotchman's purfe, of fuch jLhings %f^ the 

French king fent to the ig^d king of Scots, to 

^ make war againft you, btfeeching you ta fend 

» 

Mathew hither, afibon this meflCbng^rrcpnjeth, 
to bring me tidings from your grace. 

«^ Your humble wife^ and true feryanti,, 
151 3 :! Katharina.'/^ 

James As James died under it fentence oi txcom*^ 

E^giayjd? munication, Henry applied to the holy -fec; 
^"'^* for leave to bury him. The anfwer of Lea the. 
tenth, then pope, was, ** That he bad .beea 
credibly informed that king James had given; 
fome figns of repentance for the crime that had 
occaiioned his being excommunicated, in the 

laft 
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iaft agony of his- death, empbwered Richard a.d/isxj^ 
bifhop of London, or any other, to enquire 
whethet thofe figns of repentance were real; 
and if they were, to comply with the king of 
Ei^land's deiire, provided that the king of 
England undertook to perform fome penance 
in behalf of the deceafed king of Scotland.'' 
The body of James was accordingly carried 
from Newcaftle, and royally interred at Shehe 
in Surry* If it ihoiild appear ftrange to the 
reader, that the Scots did not reclaim the body 
(a favour that would have been eafily granted 
them) I can account for it no other way, than 
diat the kingdom of Scotland being, as well as 
its king, under an interdict, the Mineral fer*^ 
vice ^ould not have been regularly performed 
over him in that country. Beiides the report 
of James being killed in Hume-cafile, another . ^ 

prevailed, as if he had been carried out of the 
battle by four ftrange men ; and another, that ^ 
he went to Paleftihe, where he ended his days 
before the holy fepulchre in a^ of devotion 
and penitence. To mention all the idle notions 
retailed by the vulgar on that head would be 
endlefs. The ftrongeft objeftion to the body be- 
ing buried at Shene is, that it was not begirt with 
the iron girdle. This, however, we have only 
upon very vulgar authority ; and as the chain, 
by the additions it had received, muft have 
been, at the time of James's death, pretty pon- 
derous, he might have thought proper to lay 
Vol. IV. Bbb it 
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A,D. 1513. it afide for that day ; but I am inclined to think 
he never did wear it but upon certain ftated 
occafions, la a manufcript of the earl of Nithf« 
dale, in the Scotch college at Parig^ mention is 
made of a chained fkeleton being found in QU- 
' ver Cromwell's time, wrapped up in a bull's 
hide, buried in Roxburgh-cafUe-; but chains werc> 
often a part of ancient armour,, and the fiory 
• carries with it no fulEcient authority to coun-: 
terbalance the.evidences I haTe brought on that 
head 
LofsoFthe The accounts which even contemporary hif- 
^^^^ torians have given us of this battle are fo va- 
bitde! rious and contradidory, that -we arc in the: 
dark with regard, to the numbers on both; 
fides ; and we axe imder the lame uncertainty 
as to tj^ofe who were killed. I am inclined to 
thinks that the number of the Englifh exceeded 
the Scots before the: engagement^ but that 
neither army confiiled of above twenty-five 
thoufand men. The Scotch hiftorians fay, that 
the number of Englifh killed far exceeded that 
of their countrymen ; but Polydore Virgil, who 
lived at the time^ nientions the lob of the Eng'^ 
liih to have been five thoufand, and that of the 
Scots ten thoufand, men. Though even thofe 
numbers are probably exaggerated, J am of 
opinion, from the nature of the engagement^' 
as the Englilh were better armed and more 
expert archers than their enemies^ that the lat> 
ter loft more than five thoufand men,, which 

is 
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is the number fixcdi ^ ;pburn of Craigs, a. d. .5,,.^ 

rians; but that the'i "^ i'iTtl'oZ 

apl>ears from the coni S -* ^S^ ^J ,Z 

juftice to the memoH *^ g .^ 

fell fo glorioufly with "o^ U "il ^Z 

mit their names froni 
that have been obtainq 

The archbifliop of Si '^ ^ \ 

to James, a youth o^ 
(lands at the head of i 

has been tranfmitted \ j v*ic 

inimitable pen of Erafiims, his tutor, whofe 
portraits in general are not very flattering; 
and he feems to have exhaufted all his powers 
of writing, in the praifes of this young prelate. 
In ihort, he renders hiiii one of the greateft 
miracles that ever was produced by nature and 
education ; nor did the charms of his perfon 
fall flxort of thofe of his mind. He clofes hfs 
panegyric by the following elegant compliment 
to the father as well as the fon : " In fliort (fays 

ft 

he) no man was ever more worthy to fpring 
from a king, and even fuch a king as his father 
was *.'* Befides this young ecclefiaftic, there 
fell in this battle. George Hepburn, bifhop of 
the Ifles ; William Bunfli, abbot of Kilwining, 
Lawrence Oliphant, abbot of InchefFray, and 
Mr. John Grant, had the fame fate. The moft 
confpicuous of the nobility and gentry were, 

♦ In fumma^ nemo fuit dignior qui ex rcgc, & ex iUo rege naf- 
ceretur. 

B b b 2 John 
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is the number fixed! ^'^'?b^r'^ of Craigs, A.D..5n.^ 

nans ; but that thei ^ S''"i'^^^^^' ^'^ 
appears from the coni % ° l^"" ^^; 
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The archbifliop of S| ^4 

to James, a youth o^ • 
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has been tranfmitted \ j vxic 

inimitable pen of Erafuius, his tutor, whofe 
portraits in general are not very flattering; 
and he feems to have exhaufted all his powers 
of writing, in the praifes of this young prelate. 
In ihort, he renders him one of the greateft 
miracles that ever was produced by nature and 
education ; nor did the charms of his perfon 
fall ihort of thofe of his mind. He clofes hii 
panegyric by the following elegant compliment 
to the father as well as the fon : " In fliort (fays 
he) no man was ever more worthy to fpring 
from a king, and even fuch a king as his father 
was *•'* Befides this young ecclefiaftic, there 
fell in this battle, George Hepburn, bifhop of 
the Ifles ; William Bunfli, abbot of Kilwining, 
Lawrence Oliphant, abbot of InchefFray, and 
Mr. John Grant, had the fame fate. The moft 
confpicuous of the nobility and gentry were, 

♦ In fumma> nemo fuit dignior qui ex rcgc, & ex illo rege naf- 
ceretur, 

B b b 2 John 
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it afide for tlu^l of Crawford, Malcolm Stdw- 
he never cJrXenox, William Hay earl of Extol, 
occafiojifewart earl of Athole, John Douglas 
dal^^f Morton, Archibald Campbel earl of Ar- 
le, William Graham earl of Montrofe, David 
Kennedy earl of Caflils, Patric Hepburn earl 
of Bothwel, William Lefley earl of Rothes, 
William Sinclair earl of Caithnefs, Cuthbert 
Cunningham earl of Glencairn ; Georg-e lord 
Seton, John lord Maxwel and his three bre- 
thren, William lord Borthwic, John lord Sem-^ 
pil, Robert lord Erlkine, John lord Forbes, 
Alexander lord Elphinfton (Elphinftoun) John 
Hay lord Yefter, William Knolls lord of St. 
John's, and high-treafurer of Scotland, An- 
drew lord Harris, Thomas Stewart lord Inner* 
meath, Henry lord Sinclair, John lord Rofs, 
George Douglas mailer of Angus, William 
mailer of Ruthven, Robert Keith mailer of 
Marihal, Thomas Frafer mailer of Lovat, Colin 
mailer of Oliphant, and others. Sir Thomas 
Maule of Panmure, anceilor to the earl of Pan- 
mure, Sir Robert Livingtlon of Eailerweems, 
Sir John Haldane of Gleneagles, Sir William 
. Maitland of Lithington (Lithingtoun) Sir Wil- 
liam Douglas of Glenbervie, Sir Alexander 
Seton of Parbroath, Sir Alexander Scot of Haf- 
tenden. Sir Alexander Ramfay of Dalhoufy, 
Sir Patric Houilon of Houilon, Sir William 
Douglas, Sir William Sinclair of Roilin, Sir 
John Keith of Ludquharn, Sir John Somerv?! 
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of Cambufnethan, Sir Adam Hepburn of Craigs, a. a 1513. 
Sir John Douglas, Sir Alexander Lawder, Sir 
John Dunbar of Mochram, Sir Alexander Gu- 
thrie of Guthrie, Kenneth Mackenzie of Kin- 
tail, anceftor to the noble earl of Seaforth, John 
Carnegy of Kinnaird, anceftor to the earls of 
Southelk and Northelk, David Hume of Wed» 
derburn, James Abercromby of Ley or Birken- 
bog, Thomas Macklelan of Bomby, Heclor 
Madban (Macklean) of Dowart, James Haig 
of Bermefide, John Crawford of Ardagh, Ro- 
bert Crawford of Achnames, John Balfour of 
Denmill, Cuthbert Hume of Faftcaftle, Robert 
Blackader of Blackader, William Fleming of 
Barochen, Andrew Pitcairn of Pitcairn, Archi- 
bald Graham of Garvoc, Alexander Bofwal of 
Balmuto, James Henderfon of Fordil, Alexan- 
der Stewart of Garlics, William Spotfwood of 
Spotfwood, Adam Hall, anceftor to the laird 

* of Fulbar, George Graham of Calendar, Ar- 
chibald Naper of Marchifton (Marchiftoun), 
John Cornwal of Bonhard, Thomas Bofwal 
of Auchinlec, Robert Arnot of Woodmill, and 
others. 

I am inclined to believe, that the remains of 
the Scotch army were faved and brought oflF 
by the earl of Hume. He certainly was in the 
firft charge that difordered the lord-admiral 
of England's divifion ; and it is extremely pro- 

- babJe, that if he kept aloof, as authors fay he 
i^idf it was after he faw the day was irre- 
trievably 
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A. 0*1513. trievably loft. In the morning, the Englifii 
again formed their line of battle, but found 
no enemy to encounter, upon the fame fpot. 
Why the lord Hume did not carry oflF the fine 
train of Scotch artillery is not eafily to be ac- 
counted for, but by fuppofing, that having 
fliifted his ground in the night-time, his men, 
who were borderers, and confequently addiAed 
to plunder, fell upon the Englifli camp, after 
the foldiers had marched out of their lines ta 
renew the battle. Though this was an igno* 
ble motive for lofing the artillery, yet it is 
agreeable to hiftory, and to the character of 
the people. We are told farther, that when the 
Englifli marched towards Berwic, he cut oS 
part of their rear, and harraffed them in their 
retreat ; fo that, whatever the motives of that 
nobleman's conduct might have been, he cer- 
tainly had no correfpondence with the enemies 
of . his country ; and the other actions of his 
life are fo far from indicating treachery, that 
he feems to have been a wife patriot, 
charaaet Jamcs the fourth had undoubtedly great ac- 
^f""h complifliments both in mind and body. His 
Latin epiftles are claflical, compared to the 
barbarous ftyle of the foreign princes with whom 
he correfponded. This was owing, in a great 
meafure, to the care of Panter, his fecretary 
of ftate, one of the politeft fcholars in Europe^ 
and tutor to his fon, the archbifliop of St. An- 
drew's, before the latter went abroa(^. The 

many 
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many eulogiums, both in profe and verfe, be- a-Dtsij. 
ftowed upon him by foreign pens, leave no 
room to doubt of his generofity to the mufes 
€f other countries as well as his own. The 
fpleildor of his court, as I have already hintedy 
equalled that; of any. other in Europe; and he 
rivalled tven his brother-in-law, Henry the 
eighth, the mdft fumptuous prince of his time, 
in the magnificence of his jufls and tourna- 
ments. The attention be paid to the civiliza* 
tion of his people, and his diftribution of juf- 
tice, caimot be too mtich commanded ; while ' 
tinder him Scotland produced as many learned 
men as any country in Europe could boaft of. 
Like his father, he had a turn towards the fine 
art$y particularly tho£e of fculpture; for there 
is fiiU! prefenred a niiedallion of his, ftruck at a 
time vAgh I believe England produced no fuch 
coins, .and they were very rare in the other parts 
of Europe; On this piece, which is fabricated 
ixjt a much better tafte than could hav6 been 
expe£^ed'ini that age, the king himfelf is re- 
prefent^din profile, with a clofe crown of one 
arch. ' He has no beard, and his breafi; is adorn* 
edwith the order of St. Michael^ of which he 
was.a^ knight. The infcription is in Roman 
charaflers. Jacobus 4 Dei Gratia not Scotorum^ 
On" lie reverfe is a Dovic colunui in arcbitec- 
tural proportion, ftanding upon; a rock in the 
xnididle of the fea, between, two promontories, 
and fiumounted by a laurelled head of Janus ; 

the 
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A*D»i5i5, the motto, Uirunque; meaning, I fuppofe, that 
he was upon his guard againft the French as 
well as theEnglifli. I am inclined to think 
with Mr. Evelyn, that this medallion was ftruck 
but a little time before the battle of Floddon, 
and that it alludes to the debates in the Scotch 
council between the French and Engliih parties. 
The attention which James paid to commerce 
was like wife highly commendable ; and as he 
was the firft, fo he was the only, king of Scot- 
land who raifed a marine that rendered him 
refpedable by fea, unlefs we except the fleet 
fcnt by his father, under the earl of Arran, to 
the king qf Denmark's afliftance. 

After all, the virtues of James y^rcrc more 
ihining than folid ; and his charader was that 
of a fine gentleman and a> brave knight, rather 
than a wife king or a. great monarch. He 
never got the better of his prepofleffions for 
the French, and his prejudices againft the Eng- 
liih ; and thefe led him, contrary to every dic- 
tate not only of found policy, but common 
fenfe, and indeed public faith, to his own and 
liis people's deftrudion. He was far from being 
eminent in ^ thQ conjugal duties ; for, befides 
his fatal Englifli miftrefs, he had children by 
feveral Scotch ladies, fome of them of diftin- 
guiflied quality; and I am inclined to think 
that his religious pilgrimages were for amorous 
purpofes. Had he outlived the battle of Flod- 
don, the prodigious expences of his court and 

navy 
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navy piuft have , rendered his reign burthen^ A.D.151J, 
fome to his fubjefts. Jlis partiality for the 
French feems, as he grew up, to have made 
him in love with their conftitution ; for he 
convoked few parliaments after he was of age, ' 
This might, in part, be owing to the great 
encreafe of his people's commerce, which en- 
abled him, by his impofts upon trade, to 
maintain the fplendor of his court. Though 
his conduct in this refpeft relaxed the public 
virtue of his (ubjeds, and undoubtedly gave 
umbrage to the wifeft and bell part of his no- 
bility, yet his deportment and manners were 
fo amiable, that no king was ever better be- 
loved than he was; witnefs the ardour with 
which he was ferved in his laft expedition, 
notwithftanding the injuftice and obftinacy with 
which he undertook it. The accurate Iluddi- 
man obferves, I believe with great truth, that 
Scotland never abounded in gold and filver fo 
much as it did during this prince's reign. His 
age was forty years, five months, and twenty- 
three days, at the time of his death, having 
reigned twenty-five years and about three 
months. Like the princes of his family (to his 
great grandfbn, James the fixth) his perfon 
was handfome, vigorous, and active. From their 
Qoins it dpes not appear, that either he, or any 
of his predeceffors of the Stuart race, wore 
their beards, as did all his fucceffors to the reign 
of Charles the fecond. Though his difpofition 
Vol. IV. Ccc was 
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A.D.151J. was martial, yet he had fo wonderful a com* 
mand of temper, that he never was known 
to be in a paiSon, or the features of his 
face, whatever his provocation might be, to 
alter. By e:5ercife and temperance he brought 
his body to endure incredible fatigues; and 
he gloried in travelling without attendants 
through the n^oft barbarous parts of his do-* 
minions. 

Bii iflac. He had, by the queen his wife, four children ; 
James, born at Holyrood-houfe, the twenty- 
firft of February 1507, who died the fourteenth 
of July 1510; Arthur, born on the twentieth 
of OAober 1509^ died in his infs^ncy ; James, 
born the fiifth of April 151 1, who fucceeded 
him ; Alexander, born on the thirtieth of April 
1514, after his father's death, died the fifteenth 
, of January 15 16-17, His natural iffue were, 
Alexander archbifliop of St, Andrew's, by Mary 
Boyd, daughter to Archibald Boyd of Bon- 
fliam ; Catharine, married to James earl of Mor- 
ton, by the fame lady ; James earl of Murray, 
by Jean Kennedy, daughter to the earl of Caf- 
fils. James fell in love with this lady while 
he was ypon ope qf his pilgrimages to St. 
Ninian's ; and he had arbitrarily confined the 
earl of Angus tp thp ifle pf Arran for carrying 
her out of Gallqway, but for what purpofe 
Drummond docs not fay, Margaret, naarried 
to John matter of Huntley, by Margaret Drum- 
inond^ daughter to Johp Ipjrd Pnimmond; 
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^nd J6an, mam:ed to Malcolm. lord Flemings A^P'Xi^ 
great chamberlain of Scotland, by Ifabel Ste\Kr- 
jart, daughter to James earl of Buchan. Be« 
fore I take leave of this prince, I muft mention 
one circumit^nce . peculiar to himfelf and hig 
family, Imflan his great ikUl. in furgery and 
pharmacy. This, |K) 4oubty iA his rambles, 
might be of i^^e ufi^;to bimw ;He:was fo fond 
of the medic^ ^t» . th^t |ic sformed the fjurgeons 
of Scotland intp a qorporatiop, and gave th^m 
firveral ^vilege$» B^fides thfe device of the 
medallion. I Ik^i^j^ m^Htigqed, he had another, 
th?it; !of . twp ragged ro<;l^ ^i the midft o£ a , teni« 
pefiyaooft :{e^ with ,tiie. n}ott6 Durab(i\ tbtt 
meiuung of t«]u^h|:dQ ]giQt.(d^ly comprehend. 
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HE preiitrtibnttKfch'by tlie earl of .Hume suteor 
in carrying' bfftHfc'rismaitfs ti the Scotch ^TacMf.*^ 
atiny after the battle, -AAd ^the moderation of jam« tht 
Henry, termiriatcfd the- mifeiies of Scotland in *^'^* 
the fatal^eld of ftoildbn. ' Lenity towards the 
Scots was hx *rom forming* any part of the 
Englifli giiheraPs charafterj but T am inclined 
to think that his . commiffion did not empower 
liimta invade ' Scotland,^ 'and that he .did not 
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*.-!>; i5iV think tis arhiy* was tfrottg enough for fuch an 
attenipt. He marched, however, to Berwiifi; 
"Where he waited for farther ordfers from Henry^ 
who was then t)cfiegihg Toumay, It is to thfe 
iionour of HeAry's ifacbiory, that h€f behaved 
oii tins occafion- with eqtial mignanimity and 
dffeftiori. ' bf^rldoking all the - prdvocfttiont 
ie had fcc6ivdd ftttitt Jiihtes, Hhe^ ^arl df Snfnr 
had btderJ to diCriMif nis arrays Which he did > 
birt not without Teeelting the ftf6ifeM- rewards 
infsf m^fter cotild beft<)W^ ^befides creatinig hilii 
dnke of i^orfolt. ' The difiniffi&n 6f tlie £ngt 
liflr army was looked upon by the Sibtch na* 
troti, who expfeded -ait IhVifion attended Wit)t 
all' the miferies i^' war,' as si pre^icknl^ai delit 
verance. Some days being fpent in afts of 
mourning, in which every family of any con- 
fideration in Scotland fliared, the flates of the 
kingdom afiembled at Stirling, where the eldeft 
fon of James the fourth, then no more than 
one year, five months, afad ten /Bays oH, was 
crowned, by the title of James the ^fth, on the 
twenty-firft of December; but Biichanaii £iyg^ 
the ceremony was performed cm the.tweirty- 
fourth of February following., ' 

The late king, before he fetrO^ o& the e» 
pedition in which he fell, bad. made a. wiU^ 
appointing, in cafe Of his d^th^.l^is ^ wager 
to be regent of the kingdom, aad proteftor.of 
his fon, during his minority/ Though this 
appointment^ whidL tturew the regal powcr^ iii 

I z . J a man- 
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ar diaoner^ into her hands^ was far jErom being A.D.151). 
agreeable to the fpirit of tlie Scotch conftitu* 
tion, yet the regard which the affcmbly had 
for the late king, upon whofe will alone the 
queen founded .her claim, did not fuffer them 
to difpute it ; and flie was accordingly rccog* 
nized as proteftrefs or regent of the kingdom, 
and guardian to her fon, as long (for fb the will 
expreffed it) as flie fhould continue a widow* 
But it is here proper to give fome account of 
the great men of Scotland, and their iituations 
and chara^ers, at this important criiis. 

The earls of Angus and Hume were then chatiaem 
the two greateft fubjeds in the fouth of ol'Ji^^ 
Scotland. The former^s memory has fuflFered ■^"'«^ 
for his withdrawing from James at Floddon*^ 
field. The reafons he gave (not to mentioa 
the difcontent he entertained at the king's 
conduA) were his age and infirmities ^ but fome 
authors, fay that he was not then paft his fixty- 
fecond year. A life of perpetual adivity and 
fervice in the field, as that of this earl was, 
may be difabled at that age from the perform- 
ance of military duties^ Whatever may be in 
this, it is acknowledged on all hands, that he 
withdrew none of his men from the fields, and 
that he left two fons with the king, and both 
were killed, as were feveral other noble per- 
fonages of his family. I am therefore inclined 
to believe tlut the earl's not being prefent in 

the 
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A.i>.i5i3. the battle was owing to his infirmities, which 
difabled him from performing thofc a^vc du- 
ties of a general in that poft of honour to which 
he was entitled by his rank and ftation> Upon 
his leaving the camp (if he did leave it before 
the battle) he retired to a religious houfe, where 
he died in the beginning of the following year, 
1514. lamenting the miferies of his country. The earl 
of Angus was fucceeded in his great eftates and 
honours by his grandfon, Archibald, (fon to him 
who was killed in Floddon-field,) one of the 
moft accompliflied noblemen in Europe. He 
appeared at court with all the advantages that 
aii opulent fortune, a polite education, and a 
moft graceful, vigorous, perfon could give him ; 
fo that it was no wonder if he attracted the 
attention of the queen-regent, who was not, at 
this time, above twenty-feven years of age. 
The earl of Hume had, by his eftate and great 
following upon the borders, obtained a '|KjWer 
that might have been dangerous td govern- 
ment, if improperly exercifed; and he cer* 
tainly was of the ariftocratical partyi and no 
enemy to the revival of the feudal inftitutions; 
He was, at the time I treat of, warden of the 
Scotch marches towards England. The earl of 
giottikT, Huntley was the moft confiderable nobleman 
in the North, and ferved the royal family with 
great zeal and fidelity. He was looked upon 
as a man of high honour and principle. His 

beha« 
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behaviour in the battle of Floddon, where a!- ^•^>^»s«4. 
moft all that was done againft the enemy was 
owing to his courage, though the battle wast 
fought againft his opinion, had greatly raifed 
Kis reputation. He was one of the very few 
great noblemen who efcaped from that battle ; 
and he is faid to have withdrs^wn from thq 
field, with fome friends, after the death of the 
king, but not without reproaching the earl 
of Hume for his inaftivity. He was, with the 
public confent and approbation, appointed the 
king's lieutenant-general in the northern parts. 
The earl of Arran was a nobleman of high aiw% 
cohfideration, not only as being next in fuc« 
ceflion to the crown after the royal family, but 
in coniideration of the great offices he had filled^ 
and his large eftate. He had been in high fa** 
your with James, and had a ftrong party ia 
the kingdom, who, difliking the government 
of females, were inclined to have given him 
the regency; but being a nobleman of mode- 
ration, he contented himfclf with an appoint- 
ment to be governor of the caftle of Edinburgh. 
The earl of Argyle, whofe father had filled the ArgyK 
. greateft offices in the ftate, and had fallen with 
his royal malier in Floddon-field, had vaft 
influence and pofleffions in the weftern parts of 
Scotland, where his eftates lay ; and being 
otherwifc remarkable for his moderation, can- 
dor, and integrity, he was univerfally cdnli- 
4ered gis a perfon very proper to be confulted 
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A.D.J5I4. in the affairs of government. Such were thq 

]ieads of the Scotch nobility at this time : I am 

now to attend thofe of the clergy. 

•rcbbUhop Of them, Peter, the archbifhop of Glafgowy 

«f GJafgow, ^^ ^jjg chief ; a man of intrigue and bufinefi, 

a complete courtier, but a profligate church- 
Gawin roan. Gawin Douglas, uncle to the earl of 
' Angus, was, at this time, provoft of the colle- 
giate church in Edinburgh. Though he had 
been deftined by his family to the church, yet 
his morals in his youth had not been irreproach-, 
able ; and he had devoted his time fo much to 
the Inufes, that he was thirty-nine years of 
age without obtaining any higher preferment 
in his calling than I have mentioned. Some 
of his original compoiitions difcover great de- 
fcriptive powers, with an elegant natural vein 
of poetry j but he has been abfurdly praifed 
for his tranflation of Virgil, by thofe who think 
that every thing muft have merit that has an- 
tiquity tQ recommend it. He was now at a 
time of life when fentiments of ambition are 
apt to take place in the mind ; and he foon 
gave proof that he was bprn to fliine in other 
provinces befides that of poetry. Hepburn and 
F«raaa?* Forman (of whom I fhall have occafion to fpeak 
hereafter) were two other factious ecclefiaftics,^ 
who had a great fway in affairs of the church ; 
but I am now to attend thofe of the ftate. 

The queen-dowager being fettled in her new 
dignity, found it too weighty for her to fup- 

port 
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port her own ; and being big with a pofthu** a. d. t5xv 
^ous cliild^ ihe accepted of , Beaton archbifliop 
of Glafgowi and chancellor of Scotland^ wit^ 
the earls of tiuntley, Angus, and Arran, to af- 
fift her in the affairs of government Soon 
after her hufband's death, fhe had wrote aq 
affeding letter to her broths, the king of Eng^- 
land^ informing him of her pregnancy, fetting 
forth the deplorable ftate of the kingdom^ with 
her own condition, and imploring his friend- 
ihip and protedion for herfelf and her infant 
fon. This letter feems never to have been com^^ 
mnnicated by Henry to his council; but he 
generoufly anfwered it, and informed his fifter, 
that if the Scots would have peace, they fliould 
have peace, and war if they chofe it. ** He add<?d 
(according to Drummond) that her hufband 
had fallen by his own indifcreet rafhnefs, and 
fooliih kindnefs to France; that he regretted 
his death as his ally, and ihould be willing to 
prohibit all hoftility againft the country of 
Scotland during the minority of her fon. For 
% remedy of prefent evils, one year's truce and 
a day longer was yielded unto ; in which timo^ 
he had leifure to profecute his defigns againft 
France, without fear of being difturbed or di- 
verted by the incurlions and inroads of thi 
Scots upon his borders.^ 

Ttus far Drummond ; but though Heni^y ^ ^^^^ 
^ight genereufly grs^nt this time to his fitter's p«rUwDcnt, 
entreaty, yet it certainly did not become a na« 

YoL. IV, D d d tional 
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A.D. 1514. tional meafure ; for it appcarSjby a letter dated 
yJi'xnj. ^WQ years after, from the Scotch council to 
p. 5»8. ^hhe king of France, publiflied by Rymer, th?lfe 
the Scots never had defired a truce. So far 
from that, the French influence, joined to a 
defire of revenge, remained fo ftrong in the 
kingdom, that after the meeting of the parlia- 
ment, fome of its members were f6 mad as to 
ipropofe a renewal of the wan This motion 
was, indeed, ovcr-^ruled by the more moderate 
part of the aflembly, but they could not be 
brought to make any advances towards Henry 
for a peace ; and every day was now big with 
/ public calamity, which feems to have gathered 
ftrength during the queen's in-lying. The arch- 
bifliopric of St. Andrew's being v'acaht, it was 
offered, by univerfal confent, to Elphinfton bi* 
fliop of Aberdeen ; but being now old and in- 
^cciefiard- firm, he declined it. Three competitors for 
that high dignity then appeared ; the firft was 
Gawin Douglas, who was then abbot of Aber- 
brothwic, to which he was prefented by the 
queen upon her recovery (having been brought 
to bed of a fon) the very day before her mar- 
riage . with his nephew, the eari of Angus ; 
and, upon the death of bifliop Elphinfton in 
November following, fhe prefented him like* 
wife to the archbifhoprfc of St. Andrew's. The 
fecond competitor • was John Hepburn, prior 
of St. Andrew's^ z bold, avaricious, reftlefs, but 
flii*ewd and fenfible, prieft. By his, office he 

• • ha4 
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liad reteived the rents of the fee during its a. 0.1514, 
vicaney j and hskVing prevailed with the canons, 
oil pretence of ancient privileges, to elect him 
archbiihbp. Without rc^gard to the nomination 
either of the queen 01* the pope, he drove Dou- 
glafe^s'fervants from the caftic of St. Andrew's, 
6f which they had taken poffeffion* The third 
atid moft powerful Competitor was Forman 
bijhcip of Murray in Scotland, and archbifhop 
o^'Boutges in^ France, a dignity to which he 
bad been raifed for his public fervices. He 
had in hisintereft not only the duke of Albany 
(fon- to the tray tor duke) firft prii^ce of the blood, 
but the court of Rome itfelf; and having re- 
ceived the pope's bull and nomination to the 
dignity, he was tonfidercd by the Scotch clergy 
in general, and by the principal tenants and v' 
i^ependants upon the feie, as the legal arch* 

fcilho'p,' ' J ; 

- The preference given to Forman difcouraged Great powcf 
Douglas from ' purfuing his preteniions; but of Hume! 
Hepbufii, being fupported -by the clan of his 
DWn name, and the Humes, made fa formida- 
ble a head agatn^ his rivals, that none could be 
found daring ehough to publifix-the papal bull 
in favour of Fofrman% The latter, though he . 
is faid to have defpifed money, was too good a 
politician to be infenfible of its influence* His 
friends intimated to the earl of Hume, that his 
credit at the court of Rome could eafily pro- 
ture the rich abbey of - Coldingham for hin 
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A.ai5i4. younger brother; upon this, the carl pi^ hioei* 
{^l£ at the head of his follower^ iixd* ^otwitli^ 
ftanding all the oppofitioo givca by theHep<^ 
bums, he prodaimedi the .pQpQ'3 hull ofvcr tha: 
crofs of Edinburgh. This d^Bg adstn plainly 
proved that the earl pf Hume had HHwe paw9c 
than the . queen*regent herfelf ; hut H^l>wiit's^ 
refolution^ and the greatnefi of hi» friends, Ohr 
liged Forman to agi:t:e to a coaf^romife, Hq[H 
biu-n was advanced to the fee of Murray^ vnthn 
out accounting for the revemues of the "sakhti 
bifliopric, which he had received durmg it3 yssti 
cancy ; and he gav^ Forman a prefent of thirce 
thoufand crowns, to be divided among faia 
friends and followers* > 

Theqaeeii In April this year, the pofthnaiQas fon, tit 
t^^t'"" whom the queen had been delivered wxthiii 
•^•^"- StirUng-qaftlc, was, by the bUhof^jof Caithncfi^ 
baptized Alexander. Having recovered het 
iltength, ihe tmdoubfcedly fbu&d herfidif hx id^ 
vanced in her pafiiOA for the eaidt of Angii9^ 
who feenoa to have beest e^^ually in lovie; ^»'^ 
her. This ia the ooly apcrfogy tha( can be-nMd^ 
for her marriaf^; with the ear), whiph. wa^i ec-* 

lebrated 0& the. fixth of Augiift UiiS' y€3or, thm 
which^ nothing coiiAd furisly bc^ iQoce in^jyitic; 
She had neither coniiilted her bvotbeip nor the 
ilates pf ScotlaQd in the mztch -^ and l^y- her ha¥« 
ing accepted of a hy&and, ihe^ uk fa£^ reined 
all claim to the regency under her hufbaod'9 
wUU Tliie Donglaflisa^4id not dilute h^r han^f. 

ingf 
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Hig divefted hqrfclf o£ the regency, but they iuaisi** 
affirmed that the; Aatos might lawfully reinftate 
her tu it,i and thut the peace of th^ kingdom 
raquhped it. a& it was the only xneafure that 
could prefen^ the happy tranquillity which 
t]^po;fubfift^d bejtw^ea Scotland and EnglamL 
The earl of Hume put himfelf al the head q£ 
the oppofition to this^ propofal. He knew he 
had e^^foiest and he dreaded that the farther 
s^iraadiMment of Angus mull weakea his io^ 
t^ceil OH the borders; He wa$ j(nned byv a 
liiuiliher of the young nobility, who^ though 
otherwife divided^ united againft Angus. In 
ih^rtt the general opinion was, that the Dou« 
glafle^ were already too grezt ; and that fhould 
the q^ea be retuftated in the regexrcy, they 
mtiA be abfohite' within the kingdom^ and ei>- ' 
gro&^ all places of pawer and profit. It wa& 
added by the earl ol Hume, that he had^ out 
of rf;^e£i: tx> the late king's memory^ fubmitted 
tOt th(( queen's government j and that now &e 
Kaid.illftde a voluntary abdication of it by hei 
nactrhgtr it. 6ught niot to be re&eired. 

Ad aflembly^ of the bo^ility being held upoD The duVe 
4hd o<3cafiD% tfaei^ deliberations turned upoa chofen^Z 
thfc peiriba mo& pt oper to he iubftituted fok- tt^ Icotulu 
g^t!; ukd the neieglgng wasi divided between 
the diilKQi^ Albany and the ear) of Arran^ who 
is^emi bol;h in thefame^ relation to the crown^ 
tbe fof mer by t&e mdle, and the latter by th^ 
£Bniak>;fidcr^ nte da I fi&d my othes competir . 

tor 
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^•1x15x4; tor mentioned. The preference, in right d/^ 
blood, undoubtedly lay for the duke of Al- 
bany ; but he was exceptionable to many of the 
aflembly, not only on account of his fathered 
trcafons, but becaufe he was himfelf a French- 
man bom, devoted to that crown, and entirely 
ignorant of the laws, conftitutions, and man- 
ners of che Scots* The earl of Arran, on the 
other hand, was liable to many of the objec- 
tions which had operated againft the earl of 
Angus. He was already very powerful by 
his eftate, family, and following; and it was 
vifible, from the beginning of the debate, 
that the earl of Hume was refolved that nd 
fubjeft of Scotland ihould be preferred to the re- 
gency. The venerable Elphinfton, bifliop of 
Aberdeen, was ftill alive, and affifted at the 
meeting. Though he was then eighty-three 
years of age, his intellects were as ftrong as^ 
ever ; and the growing calamities of his coun- 
try had endeared it the moi'e to his affe^ons. 
He harangued the aflembly in a moft pathetic 
ipeech ; he burft into tears when he mentioned 
the lamentable lofs which Scotland had fuf- 
tained in her heroes and patriots on the field of 
Floddon ; and drew a lively comparifon be- 
tween them and the tumultuous, diffipated, in- 
experienced, aflembly in which he was fpeak- 
ing. As no Scotchman was fo well acquainted 
\7ith the fiate of the public finances, he then 
entered upon that fubjed, and fhewed under 

what 
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what difficulties the kingdom laboured, with A«D,ist«. 
regard to money, at the late king's death; 
and that after the public debts and the educa- 
tion of the king were provided for, very little 
would be left for fupporting the dignity of go« 
vemment He therefore recommended peace 
and unanimity in the moft moving terms ; but, 
after making great encomiums upon the queen, 
and her fitnefs for the regency, he concluded, 
that if the public tranquillity v could not be 
otherwife preferved, it ought to be given to 
the dnike of Albany. So great an authority 
could not fail of being entirely agreeable to 
the ^arl of Hume, who, being lord high cham* ^ 
berlain, feems to have adcd as marihal of the 
affembly. The earl of Arran continued ftill 
to have many voices, but being a nobleman 
of great moderation, he made very little inte- 
reft ; and the earl of Hume, at laft, openly pro- 
pofed the duke of Albany, but with an air 
that fliewed he was determined to carry his 
point. Being a(ked whether he would be the 
firft to fign Albany's el6<Ei:ion, he not only 
readily confented, but declared that, fliould 
he be oppofed by a majority, he would go over 
in. perfoii to France, inveft that duke with the 
regency, and bring him to Scotland. The 
queftion being thus determined in favour of 
the duke, Lyon king at arms was difpatched 
to France, to notify to him his election. Buf 
here the afifairs of Scotland fall in with thofc 
of England iiid France, 
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A.D..S5X4. After a very indecifive war l>eiiig cairied fm 
between Henry and Lewi^ the twelfth^ king t)f 
France^ both parties. ^reed £rft to a ccflatioo 
of arms, and then to a p4sace^ which pope jL^Q 
the tenth, underhand, oppofed, until he cooUl 
make fure of the Swifs, ^on whom the kings of 
France generally depended for the profecutioa 
of their wars in Italy* One of the terms of 
this peace, was a marriage between Lewis^ who 
was far advanced in years, and Mary, the beau- 
tiful young iifter of Henry and the queen of 
Scotland. By the treaty, which has been pub» 
Gfhedby Mr. Rymer, and w^s concluded on 
the fifteenth of September, the Scots were com-* 
prehended in it, only upon condition,N that^ 
after September the fifteenth, they fliould make 
no incurfion on the Engliih by public autho* 
rity; and if any were otherwife made, that 
fatisfaftion fiiould be fpeedily given : but this 
article was reciprocal on the part of England. 
Lefley, thq Scotch hiftorlan, has taxed Lewis 
with ingratitude for not comprehending the 
Scots in this treaty ; but though that was far 
from being the cafe, I cannot /help thinking 
that, the fcanty comprehenfion here mentioned 
was but a pitiful retribution for the fuffering^ 
of Scotland in the caufe of France* 
Henry, being apprifed of the duke of Al^ 



Duke ^f 



Albany op- bauy's clcclion (which pafled only in an afiem* 
king of bly of the nobility) did all he could to traverse 
' it before it fhouVd be confirmed by parliament; 

He 
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He even required of his new ally, Lewis, to a. p. 1514. 
fiqd fpme pretext for dejaying the duke's de-; 
parture; fo -that that prince gave Lyon king 
at ariQP, Sir Andrew Wood {the admiral who 
was to have brought him over) Sir Patric Ha- 
milton, the abbot df Drybttrg, and other gen- 
tlemen who had been fent to him and the 
French king^ a cold reception. Lewis pre- 
tended, that the ftate of his kingdom could not 
immediately difpenfe with the abfence of fo 
great an officer, both civil and military, as the 
duke of Albany was ; and the duke himfelf in- 
timated, that before he entered upon the exer- 
cife of the regency, he had fome preliminaries- 
to fettle with the parliament of Scotland, par* 
ticulariy with regard to himfelf being reftored 
to his eftate and honours. He, however, with- 
out any hefitation, accepted of the nomination. < 
Henry made ufe of this delay in addreffing a 
letter to the lords of Scotland, in which he did 
not fail to recount the - dangers and incon- 
veniencies that nuift arife from their perfifting^ 
in the ele^ion of the duke of Albany ; but, in 
the mean time, Lewis the twelfth died, and 
was fucceeded by the earl* of Ahgoulefme, af* 
terward? Francis the firft, who took poffeffion 
of that throne, even before it was known whe- 
ther t^e queen >do wager was with child. 

The duke of Albany, though a Frenchman chanaerof 
by birth, wsus a man of addrefs and penetra- Albany. 

Vol, IV^ E e e tion. 
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A. D. 1514. tion, and had therefore been at great pains to 
learn the true ftate of Scotland j the grounds 
of the divifions among its nobility, land all: 
other matters that could enable him to, acquit 
himfelf with credit in his Arduous poft; He 
was fecretly diffatisfied at the delay- that had 
been thrown in his way by the late king; and- - 
he had, for fome time before his ^le^lion, en- 
tered into a cbrrefpondence with Hume, and 
the other heads of that pafty. The politics of 
Francis the firft, with regard to England and 
Scotland, were very different frdnn-thofe of his 
predeceffor ; nor had he the fame connexions 
with Henry. He therefore eonfideted the elec- 
tion of the duke of Albany into the regency as 
a fortunate event for France: and a^ it had 
been confirmed in a parliament which had met 
on the thirtieth of March (according to Lefley) 
15 1 5, he refolved that the duke fhould lofe 
no time in taking poffcffion of his new dignity. 
He fettles The preliminaries which the duke had in- 

JicVwhh*' fifted upon, with regard to repoffeffing his 
own patrimony, were now to be fettled, toge- 
ther with the form of government, his guards, 
and attendants, and various other matters, all 
which being agreed upon, de la Beaute (the 
fame who I believe appeared in Scotland at the* 

r 

late king's marriage) was difpatched to take 
pofTeffion of the caftle of Dunbar, which was to 
be garrifoncd by the French till the duke's ar- 
rival 
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rival ift £HcatIand. Henry, at that time, had a a.d.i5I5« 
fpy at the French courti one Croffene, who had 
cultivated an acquaintance with Cockburn, who 
either wa», or pretended to be, bifliop of Rofs ; 
and being difgufted with the French, offered 
to difcover a confpiracy entered into againft 
Henry, by which the city of Tournay was to 
be furprifed, and, at the fame time, the duke 
of Albany, after landing in Scotland, was to 
invade England. I find one Cockburn men« 
tioned at this time, as being biihop of Rofs ; 
and it is certain that Croffene did communicate 
the information I have mentioned to Jerneghan, 
deputy-governor of Tournay for Henry ; but 
poflibly the whole might have been a ficlion 
of Wolfey, to exafpcrate Henry againft Francis, 
who wanted to deprive him of the rich bifhopric 
of Tournay. There can, however, be no doubt 
that Henry was perfuaded of the truth of this 
confpiracy, becaufe his own letters are yet ex- 
tant, in the prefident Lamoignan's library, 
flatly accufing Francis with having entered into 
fuch engagements with the duke of Albany. 

As Henry, at this time, was entirely under a <m^ 
the influence of Wolfey, that infblent favourite '**^* 
may be faid to have held in his hands the ba* 
lance of Europe. De la Pole, who was head 
of the Suffolk family, and next heir to the 
crown of England^ after the Tudor race, was 
then in Denmark ; and Wolfey either received, 

E c e 2 or 
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A. D. 1515. or pretended to receive, intelligence that he 
was to invade England, in conjutiftion with 
the duke of Albany, if Henry fhould attack 
France during the expedition which Francis 
had undertaken to Italy. Francis had no in- 
tention to employ de lia Pole, and far lefs to 
break with Wolfey, whofe power over his 
mafter was of fo great confequence to his af- 
fairs during his abfence. He was in hopes of 
recovering Tournay by his means ; and enter- 
ing into a ftrict correfpondence with him, 
aftually procured him a cardinaFs hat. This 
is the true reafon-why Henry did not infift 
upon the duke of Albany's being detained 
in France, .As he faw nothing but through 
Wolfey, the latter gratified > Francis, in not 
infifting upon that point. The abfence of the 
regent was produftive of the greateft miferies 
among the Scots, They knew no principle of 
government ; family animofities were revived, 
and the whole kingdom became a fcene of ra- 
pine and bloodftied. The general bent of the 
nation, however, lay againft the Douglaffes and 
the Englifh inteireft. 
CcneTofity As to Henr)^ being a generous and a kind 
HtMjf brother, he did not refent either the marriage 
of his eldeft fifter with the earl of Angus, or 
of his youngeft lifter with the duke of Suffolk, 
both of them noblemen of fimilar accomplifh- 
ments; but he certainly did notj at this time, 

exert, 
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exert himfelf fufficiently for the queen of Scot- a,d. i$iji 
land and her hufband. They apprehended, 
that they muft at laft give way to the popular 
fiorm raifed againft them ; for early this year, 
they provided for themfelves and their fiiends 
an afylum in England, by obtaining fafc-con- 
duAs for that kingdom ; that of the earl was 
for himfelf and three hundred attendants ; that 
of his uncle, the abbot, was for himfelf and 
thirty ; and one was iffued for the lord Max- 
wel, with the like number. The queen con- 
tinued to exercife fome powers of regency till 
the arrival of the duke of Albany ; for on the 
fifteenth of January this year, flie appointed 
the abbot of Aberbrothwic to the vacant bi- 
fliopric of Dunkcld ; and, by her brother's af- 
fiftance, it was confirmed to him by the pope. 
The enemies of the earl of Angus (I think very 
properly) xomplained of the abbot having vio- 
lated the laws of his country, by accepting of 
a bull from Rome ; and Andrew Stuart, who 
was prebendary of Craig, and brother to the 
carl of Athol, nearly related to the royal fa- 
mily, was chofen, or, as the Scotch canonifts 
term it, poftulated, bilhop by the chapter. 
This oppofition coft the abbot dear ; for he was 
afterwards accufed of receiving the bulls ; and, 
being found guilty^ he was carried from prifon 
to prifon, and lay for a year confined in the . 
caftle of Edinburgh. 

The 
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A.D.1515. The feeming good undeiAandirig now reftorcd 
toncimlei, betwceii Francis the firft and Wolfey (for the 
SJscott latter ftill harboured revenge in his heart) pro- 
^^SS^ duced a renewal of the treaty ths^t had been 
concluded in the reign of Lewis the twelfth 
between France and England; and the Scots 
were admitted to be parties on the fame terms 
as before. On the third of May (the treaty 
being finifhed on the fifth of April) an embaf- 
fiidor arrived in Scotland from France, to de- 
mand the refolution of the ilates as to the 
comprehenfion. Their anfwer accepted of the 
comprehenfion, and was figned by the archbi* 
fliop of Glafgow, again chancellor, the biihop 
of Lifmore (or of the ifles) the earls of Angus, 
Argyle, Arran, Errol, Morton, Eglinton, the 
lords Hume, Semple, Rofs, Erfkine, and Lefier, 
the prior of St. Andrew's, the abbots of Holy- 
rood-houfe, Pafly, Cambulkenneth, the poftu- 
late of Dumfermling, Gavin archdeacon of St. 
Andrew's, clerk of the council and regifter. 
Sir Patric of Cranfton, Sir Andrew of Cefsford, 
Sir Andrew of Farnihurft, and others. Whe- 
ther this meeting of the ftates was called by the 
queen or the duke of Albany does not appear, 
but I am inclined to think by the former. This 
accefiion of the Scots to the treaty .between 
France and England, put an end to aU the dif- 
ficulties of Francis with ^-egard to the duke of 
Albany's voyage to Scotland; an4 that he 

might 
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might enter upon his regency with the greater a.d.isis* 
luftre, he afligned eight fhips of war, nobly 
manned and fitted out, for his paflage, and five 
hundred men for his guards and attendants, 
with whom he landed at Dumbarton on the 
eighteenth of May. 
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